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City of Bellingham works with Land Trust

to preserve

ake Whatcom is an im-
portant drinking water
resource to 95,000 peo-
ple of Whatcom County.
Careful land management is
needed to ensure that the water
quality of the lake remains safe.
This requires a multi-tiered ap-
proach to safeguard against the
challenges of land disturbance,
loss of forest cover, urbanization,
increased impervious surfaces,
and contaminants from dailyac- -
tivities. These influences impact
the water quality of the lake and
contribute to decreasing levels of
dissolved oxygen.
Watershed protection is
the first and most basic step in

photo: Eric Carabba

This western lowland forest captures rainfall, reduces runoff, filters nutrients and runoff,
and stabilizes soils at Three Creeks Preserve .

a multi-barrier approach to en-
suring pure drinking water. The City of
Bellingham Public Works Department has
been acquiring land in the Lake Whatcom
Watershed in order to protect the water
quality of Lake Whatcom. Over the past
eight years, the City has purchased ap-
proximately 1,309 acres of land at a cost of
$20.3 million. The City’s Property Acquisi-
tion program is financed by water usage
fees to protect the drinking water source,
including the conservation and manage-
ment of the acquired land. In order to
make the best use of available funds for
property purchase, the City has employed

a strategy of first obtaining large parcels
with the most development potential. In
addition, for efficiency and effectiveness,
the City considers properties that are ad-
jacent to already protected lands or very
sensitive areas.

In order to assure long-term protec-
tion of these strategic investments, the
City and Whatcom Land Trusthave part-
nered using conservation easements held
by the trust toensure perpetual protection
of these preserves for water quality.

“The primary purpose of this con-
servation easement is to protect the water
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quality of Lake Whatcom by preserving,
and where needed, restoring natural eco-
logical functions that act to maintain high
water quality and reduce or eliminate
sources of water quality degradation. The
secondary purposes include the protec-
tion and enhancement of wildlife habitat,
preservation of open space, and providing
opportunities for passive recreation.”
Over the past three years the City
has acquired three different proper-
ties along Olsen and Carpenter Creeks,
which now form the 60-acre Olsen Creek

...continued on page five
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Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust:

Total ACresS ...eeveiiieiiiiiiiiiieivecenenaes Prveennnn cereareneens 9,895
Miles of Riverfront ........cccccveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiirceceeeeee.. 22.5
Miles of Salt Water Shoreline .......c.cocvvveveveveiiveieranannne. 7.5
Public Parks Created........ e rirreerrrenraran eeerrieeareaena, 13

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests
in land and promoting land stewardship.

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to:

(J Become a member ($35 min.) [Q Make a donation $ _

(1 Find out more (O Help with
Name
Address
City/Zip Phone

e-mail

(checkenclosed Billmy:(VISA LIMC # Expires:

Your Signature
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 ¢ Bellingham, WA 98227
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