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A Pretty Good Year for
Salmon on the South Fork

—120 Acres Conserved
Acquiring Elk Flats

Rand Jack

“It may be in Skagit County, but it is our river,” said Eric
Carabba, Conservation Director for Whatcom Land Trust. Many
people are surprised to learn that the South Fork of the Nooksack
River loops south into Skagit County after leaving the slopes of the
Twin Sisters and before heading north again to join the main stream
of the Nooksack. Despite being out of the county, the prize was just
too great to ignore—perhaps the best Chinook salmon spawning
grounds on the South Fork.

After years of trying, Whatcom Land Trust finally purchased
80 acres straddling the South Fork of the Nooksack in Skagit
County. In addition to habitat for endangered Chinook, the prop-
ertyisalso critical for runs of bull trout and winter steelhead, both
federally listed as threatened with extinction, as

Saxon Riparian Helps Protect Habitat
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The South Fork of the Nooksack seen from Elk Flats.

...continued on page four

t the end of May, Whatcom Land Trust purchased a key

40-acre property with a half mile of frontage on the South
Fork of the Nooksack River for salmon habitat preservation.
With over $200,000 in grant funds from the Washington State
Salmon Recovery Funding Board and $60,000 in privately
donated acquisition funds, the Trust purchased a critical river-
corridor parcel linking the Trust’s Salmon Eagle Elk properties.
The Trust reached an agreement with Brian and Linda Knutzen
after many years of negotiating.

All five species of salmon use the South Fork of the
Nooksack River for holding, spawning, and rearing. Lummi
Nation is planning instream work this summer to install en-
gineered log jams to form deep pools for holding salmon and
to provide channel stability to help form forested islands and
side channels. Dozens of eagles feast on the salmon runs, and
a large cottonwood on the property contains a bald eagle nest.
In the fall through late spring, the Nooksack herd of elk move
up and down this South Fork river corridor.
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Thank You, Karin

Since September, WLT has had the great
fortune to have Karin Grimlund as our
AmeriCorps Volunteer Coordinator. A na-
tive of Minnesota, Karin had connections
to Bellingham since it was her father’s home
town, and her family would yearly visit their
simple cabin in the San Juans. By accepting
the WLT AmeriCorps position, she hoped to
deepen this connection, and indeed she has!

While with Whatcom Land Trust, Karin
has organized numerous work parties with a
variety of community groups, coordinated the
auction volunteers, and created a conserva-
tion book group in collaboration with Village
Books. On top of that, she’s been a perfect
team player with our staff.

Inher free time, Karin volunteers for Skagit
Fisheries Enhancement Association, gardens,
bicyctes, hikes; weaves baskets, learns about
mushrooms and enjoys other earthy ac-
tivities. Karin's AmeriCorps tenure with WLT
will end July 30th (although she’s promised
to help with a few subsequent events). We are
very sad about her departure, and would like
to express our sincere appreciation for her
work and her spirit of curiousity. We encour-
age you to join us at the Downtown Sounds
concert on July 27th to say goodbye to Karin
and wish her well.

E-News

For the latest news and events, join our
E-News list by entering your email address
in the upper right-hand corner of our website

(www.whatcomlandtrust.org).
Elections

Officer elections were held at the an-
nual board retreat. Mary Dumas is the new
President, Simi Jain is Vice-President, Harte
Bressler and Rod Burton retained their posi-
tions as Treasurer and Secretary.

The Great
Outdoors Auction

The 11th annual Great Outdoors
Auction was held May 7th at the Lake-
way Inn ballroom. Over 300 guests and
volunteers gathered to bid on a wide
variety of unique items and experiences.
Outdoor gear, weekend getaways, arts
and crafts, garden plants and

10 minutes to assist the Land Trust in
continuing the protection and steward-
ship of the 11,000 acres that have been
acquired in the last 27 years.

We wish to extend special recogni-
tion and thanks to our auction sponsors:
Pacific Surveying & Engineering, Whatcom
Educational Credit Union, ConocoPhillips,
Lithtex Northwest, Village Books, and the
Lakeway Inn. We are privileged to receive

products, local food baskets,
and much, much more vied
for the bidder’s attention. Over
$78,000 in gross proceeds was
raised through a combination of

Congrats on such a very well
organized, productive and fun
Annual Auction.

—Julie Carpenter

live and silent auctions.

Master of Ceremonies Chuck Rob-
inson and Auctioneer Manca Valum got
the night off to a rousing beginning,

harkening back to their disco days, all

while urging attendees to bid heartily for
the opportunity to be the first in line to
choose one of the delectable and stunning
desserts. Board President Mary Dumas
warmly welcomed the crowd, reflected
on the organization’s recent successes,
and reminded everyone of the heritage
of conservation we are leaving for future
generations. The live auction featured
unique experiences ranging from sailing
excursions and picnics to fine dining and
chocolate tastings, and was characterized
by much competitive bidding. An Italian
villa stay, a Glacier Bay cruise, and an eve-
ning of fish tacos generated a great deal
of excitement as our guests clapped and
urged each other on to higher bidding.
The biggest highlight of the eve-
ning was the outpouring of support
for the organization during the Fund
the Work portion of the live auction.
Over $15,000 was raised in just under

the support of many businesses that make
the Great Outdoor Auction possible. In fact,
we could not succeed without the support
of local businesses, but our sponsors truly
help make the eveninga success. Addition-
ally, we wish to recognize the assistance
we received from Boundary Bay Brewery
& Bistro and Whatcom Sound.

Lastly, we need to recognize the ef-
forts of our volunteers—many began as
early as January planning and preparing
for the gala which was coordinated by Jen-
nifer Fredrickson. The auction committee
was led this year by board member Carl
Prince while the desserts were arranged
and coordinated by Carol Rondello and
Laurie Bomstad Heck. Our super volun-
teers were Barbara Brandt, Rod Burton,
Jean Calhoun, Jayme Curley, Tom Emrich,
Margo Gillaspy, Julia Kerl, Cindy Klein,
Cynthia Millar, and Rebecca Reich. Spe-
cial thanks to staffers Connie Clement,
Karin Grimlund, and Kelly Pederson. We
are already looking forward to next year.
Give us a call if you wish to help make the
next auction bigger and brighter!
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Endangered frog found on Land Trust preserve

Steve Walker, Property Steward

In March, field biologists from the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDEW),
assisted by Whatcom Land Trust staff member Karin Grimlund, discovered Oregon spotted frog
egg masses in a flooded field near the Samish River on WLT’s Alpine Meadows Preserve. Prior to this
finding, and one other during March near the Land Trust’s Black Slough Preserve on the South Fork of
the Nooksack River, the species (Rana pretiosa) was not known to be resident in Whatcom County.
The low-volume calls of the male Oregon spotted frogs resemble the sound of the distant tap-
ping of a woodpecker. The frogs breed during late winter or early spring, with females laying their
eggs communally in areas of shallow water and sparse, emergent wetland vegetation. Eggs hatch in
18 to 30 days. Tadpoles grow and develop for 13 to 16 weeks, with frogs maturing and beginning to

© Suzanne L. Collins

Oregon spotted frog
(Rana pretiosa)

breed at two or three years of age.

drained, diked, and filled to accommodate human needs. In
the Puget Sound lowlands, existing wetlands represent a small
proportion of what was present in pre-settlement times. In ad-
dition, exotic plants like reed canary grass have changed the
character of many wetlands and reduced their value as habitat
for Oregon spotted frogs.

Historically, the Oregon spotted frog occurred from south-
western British Columbia to the northeast corner of California.
Prior to the recent discoveries in Whatcom County, only three
populations were known to remain in Washington. It is likely
the species now lives only on 10% of its former range. Due to
the limited populations, a status report written for WDFW
recommended that the Oregon spotted frog be listed as a state
endangered species. The surveys that revealed the presence of
the frog on Land Trust property are intended to determine the
need for federal listing as well.

Upcoming Summer Events

Downtown Sounds

July 27, 2011, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm, at the corner of Holly and Bay
Come dance with us and celebrate this year’s AmeriCorp Volunteer, Karin
Grimlund, in her last official event! We’ll be helping with Downtown Sounds, which

is a series of free, live concerts for the entire family.

Oregon spotted frogs are almost entirely aquatic in habit, leaving the wetlands only occasion-
ally and for short duration. Historically, the shallow floodplain pools that the frogs inhabited were

photo courtesy WDFW
Field biologist photographs Oregon spotted frog egg masses.

Brew-Ha-Ha

Boundary Bay Brewery’s beer gar-
den is the site of Whatcom Land Trust’s
annual Brew Ha Ha on Saturday October
1st. The function celebrates the uniqueness
of Whatcom places and is sponsored by
ConocoPhillips Ferndale Refinery, Pacific

Point Whitehorn at Low Tide Hike

July 30, 2011, 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Limit: 15

Join former Whatcom County Parks Manager and marine biologist Lynne Givler
for this exploration of the beach at low tide (-2.0). She’ll help us find and identify ani-
mals we don’t normally see when the tide is in. The trail at Pt. Whitehorn is %-mile
long, so a little walking is required. BYO snacks and drinking water. Call WLT at

650-9470 to reserve your spot on the hike and get directions.
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Survey and Engineering, and the generous
folks at Boundary Bay Brewery & Bistro.
We are seeking volunteers to assist in the
planning and staffing of the event, so come
join in the fun. Whatcom Land Trust has
now preserved over 11,000 acres and cre-
ated 14 county parks. We think that calls
for a celebration! For more information
contact the Land Trust office at 650-9470
or email jerry@whatcomlandtrust.org
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