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President’'s Message

Mary Dumas

Whatcom Land Trust has been
very successful at conserving Whatcom
County’s signature landscapes and sen-
sitive places thanks to tremendous com-
munity support, partnerships with local,
state and federal agencies and enormous
volunteer commitment. Were indebted
to the volunteers and supporters who
bring our mission to life in hundreds of
amazing ways:

The Accreditation Volunteers:
Alan Fritzberg, Rand Jack, Jayme Curley,
Carl Prince, Lori Anderson, Katy Batch-
elor, Natalie Whitman, Rebecca Reich,
Traci Klineman, Ingrid Taylor, Lynne
Givler, Rod Burton and Sue Hindman.

These generous volunteers con-
tributed countless hours helping WLT
clean out 25 years of files (and closets) to
prepare WLT’s Accreditation Application
to the Land Trust Alliance. Our applica-
tion review is scheduled for late March
2012; see the Summer 2011 Steward for

more details about our Accreditation
through LTA.

Cascadia Weekly’s Trail Rat
whose infectious love of the work party
yields motivating stories and great pic-
tures. (http://www.cascadiaweekly.com/
pdfs/issues/201202.pdf)

Recently-retired conservation part-
ners from the public sector: Pete Kre-
men (Whatcom Co. Exec), and Richard
Grout (WA Dept of Ecology Bellingham
Region Director), whose work helped
place thousands of acres of critical lands
into protection.

Whatcom Land Trust is strength-
ening its capacity to preserve Whatcom
County’s most sensitive places by bring-
ing on the Land Trust’s first Executive
Director, Craig Lee, who started in late
October 2011. The Board of Directors
conducted a national search the summer
of 2011 and recognized Craig Lee as the
right fit. Craig assisted with the launch of
WLT in 1984 as a young Trust for Public
Lands’ staffer, and he brings a breadth

Craig Lee

of experience, knowledge and skills to
help WLT prepare for our next 25 years
of conservation duties.

WLT is proud of our first quarter
century—over 11,000 acres preserved
with the help of tireless board and com-
munity volunteers working with an excel-
lent cadre of staff. We hope you’ll stop in
to meet Craig and join Whatcom Land
Trust this spring at a work party, the an-
nual auction, or one of our committees.
Welook forward to hearing your thoughts
on how WLT can best assist Whatcom
County landowners and communities in
protecting the County’s working farm-
lands, forests, streams, and shorelines
and maintaining them in good health for
the next 25 years to come.

WLT’s Business Partner Program

When I joined the WLT board in
1994 we had no staff, no office, only a
telephone in Chris Moench’s kitchen,
and an annual budget of about $30,000.
Within four years WLT had grown to
employ several staffin a downtown office
equipped with phones. That cost more
than thirty grand. This required fund-
raising, which in turn led to approaching
local business firms.

Cascade Joinery, then on East
Hemmi Road, became our first business
partner. It built exceptional structures us-
ing recycled timber as much as possible.
At the time I did not know Jeff Arvin, the
Joinery’s founder, but over the years he
has become a personal friend who has
supported WLT in many ways in addition
to cash donations. It has been a strong,
rewarding partnership.

In making these early requests for

funds from local firms we listed our
overhead—utilities, heat and electricity,
office equipment, bookkeeping, transporta-
tion costs—justlike any business. They un-
derstood and agreed to help. In addition to
the Joinery, we eventually gained consistent
support from companies as diverse as BP,
Village Books, Harmony Motorworks, The
Greenhouse, Northwest Propane, Pacific
Survey and Engineering and two dozen
other excellent firms.

Pacific Survey and Engineering,
Inc. (PSE) is a great example of this kind
of partnership. With a staff of 30 primar-
ily working on public works / capital im-
provement projects within northwestern
Washington, PSE has donated tens of
thousands of dollars of in-kind services
to WLT in the form of surveys, feasibil-
ity studies and property / environmental
assessments fundamental to WLT’s
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property acquisitions, as well as annual
support from cash donations.

“We see Whatcom Land Trust and
their mission of conservation and natural
resource protection as a perfect comple-
ment to our work with local development
and capital improvement projects. Both of
these can combine to responsibly improve
the quality of life for Whatcom County
residents. Were very proud to be a WLT
Business Partner,” reports Adam Nelson,
aprincipal at PSE.

Money is essential, of course. But a
larger message in these collaborations has
become even more important: that future
conservation of rivers, parkland, marine
shorelines, wildlife and farmland is
compatible with, indeed essential for, the
welfare of local businesses in Whatcom
County. We feel proud to affiliate with so
many successful firms.
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Ladies Of the Lake continued from page one

contains nearly 3,000 feet of Fir Creek
from where it emerges from Department
of Natural Resources land until it crosses
under South Bay Drive to Whatcom Coun-
ty Parks’ shoreline recreation property.

The Ladies of the Lake Preserve,
one of 14 WLT-protected properties in
the Lake Whatcom drainage, is named
to honor the two women who sold the
property to the Land Trust. After their
service as military pilots, they managed
their farm in the historic community of
Park, raising cattle and selling hamburg-
ers at their classic roadside food stand,
“The Ranchette.”

Fir Creek, evenin its current condi-
tion, supports a population of Kokanee
salmon that provide a spectacle each fall
when they return to spawn in the gravel
streambed below the waterfalls. Kokanee
are the same species of fish as Sockeye
salmon (Oncorhyncus nerka). They are
the progeny of Sockeye that were trapped
in freshwater by ancient ice flows. They
tend to be smaller fish than their saltwa-
ter brethren, but they display the same
characteristic markings and turn bright
red with green heads during spawning,
with the males developing a humped
back and a hooked jaw. The Fir Creek
Kokanee spawn in their natal stream
between September and November. Fer-
tilized eggs emerge as fry the following

spring to migrate downstream to Lake
Whatcom where they form schools and
grow to eighteen inches and as much as
four pounds.

Native to Washington and other
western states, Kokanee have been
propagated in hatcheries and introduced
to lakes worldwide, and have become an
extremely popular sport fish. According
to Washington State University, fishing
for Kokanee contributes over $36 million
of economic activity within the state. The
hatchery at Brannian Creek, just west of
the Ladies of the Lake Preserve, is a cen-
tury old and the most prolific producer of
Kokanee stock in the United States. Nearly
20 million fish are planted annually in
Washington lakes from eggs collected
from Lake Whatcom Kokanee.

Whatcom Land Trust’s restoration
plans at the Ladies of the Lake Preserve
will focus on improving the water quality
and habitat of Fir Creek. Planned work
includes removing debris from the edges
of the creek, controlling invasive weeds,
loosening compacted soil, and planting
native vegetation. WLT received a gener-
ous grant from Recreational Equipment
Incorporated to support the restoration
effort. The Trust plans to partner with
REI next fall to engage volunteers in a
major work party to plant hundreds of
native trees and shrubs at the site.

Open space protected at Ladies of the Lake Preserve in Lake Whatcom watershed.
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Steve Irving:
Volunteer
Property
Steward

At Whatcom Land Trust we love to
get people out and connecting with
nature. Steve Irving has been forging
that bond for over 20 years as Volunteer
Land Steward of the Kelsey Preserve. A
nearby resident in the Ferndale area, he
was originally asked by a board member
to check on the property once in awhile,
and has been regularly monitoring it ever
since. Steve particularly enjoyed getting to
know Ruth Kelsey, who donated the land,
creating one of WLT’s first preserves. He
talked with her about how she thought it
should be managed, put up a Kelsey Lane’
road sign so that her friends could take
her out there and know when to turn into
the property after she was not able to see
well enough to tell them when to make the
turn, and worked with Ruth’s grandson to
place a monument at the entrance to the
property after her death.

Steve currently visits the preserve
about twice a month, and has been
working on blackberry removal and
demolition of the dilapidated house
that stands on the property. The place is
looking better than ever, thanks to work
parties that have focused on trail main-
tenance, planting willows and ninebark,
and hauling house debris to a dumpster.
Steve has worked alongside volunteers at
every recent work party, always regaling
visitors with a thorough history of the
place, including its sordid past as a bank
robber hide out. He says, “The Kelseyland
is becoming more like forest every year
and less like the working farm and house
that it was when the Whatcom Land Trust
took it over.” :

WLT’s Volunteer Land Steward












