





WHATCOM LAND TRUST

Stories Begin Outdoors

he Great Outdoors Auction is a time to celebrate our collective
love of the wild, beautiful, exquisite places that connect us as

a community and define us as individuals. Everyone has a story
that makes them unique in the world. What would our stories be
without the great outdoors?

The trees we have climbed, rested beneath, and admired for their

sheer beauty; the rivers, streams and creeks we have fished, floated,

skipped stones across, hiked alongside, dipped our toes in and

waded into on hot summer days have made us feel alive, tingling
from head to toe with the raw realness of it all. The fish and wildlife that we have encountered over the years intrigue, surprise,
thrill, awe, cheer, humble, feed, amuse, and amaze us. All these experiences find their way into our own personal stories in
ways that are quite simply priceless. Protecting the great outdoors is not without cost, but oh, is it ever worth it!

Please join us on the Summer Solstice, it’s the longest day of the year, it’s the perfect day to support something we all want to
last forever. It’s going to be fun and it’s for all the right reasons. We hope to see you there!

Make your reservation today, call: 360-650-9470 # For more information visit us online: whatcomlandtrust.org

The trail at Edfro Creek is rather glorious, we think.

This beaver makes its home at Wildcat Reach.

Wetlands are places to treasure and protect.

South Fork

Continued from page one

Whatcom Land Trust acknowledges that conservation is at
times a daunting task, but we also know that each conserva-
tion success is a step in the right direction.

Thirty years of conservation work in Whatcom County is
informing the development of our stewardship plans for two
properties located along the Nooksack River’s south fork. The
plans build upon our experience and represent exciting new
strategies aimed at encouraging resilience in the areas where
land meets the water.

Christie Creek

When the opportunity to conserve 3,400 feet of prime South
Fork of the Nooksack River shoreline became available, WLT
worked to secure it. The $221,100, 53-acre, parcel of land was
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purchased in September 2013, with the help of a Washington
State Recreation and Conservations Office salmon recovery
grant that was matched with a $75,000 National Fish and
Wildlife Spirit of Conservation grant from ConocoPhillips.

South Fork Christie Creek, as the property is called, sits across
the river from Skookum Creek Fish Hatchery near Acme. Itis
surrounded by WLT’s 138-acre Port Blakely Preserve, and is
downstream from the 135-acre Edfro Creek Preserve.

The land is defined by craggy cliffs, a floodplain terrace,
springs, wetlands and the Christie Creek Falls. Visitors to
Christie Creek - given the right season, might be treated to
hooded mergansers bobbing in the river current, kingfishers
chattering, and bald eagles sitting in their ...continued on page6
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Maple Creek Reach

Continued from page one

falling un-caged trees along the creek. Eagles, hawks, owls and
smaller birds make use of the forested riparian habitat for hunting,
nesting, and foraging. The field is visited and used by roaming
bobcat, cougar, bear, deer, elk, and small mammals.

The previously subdivided preserve was acquired in three differ-
ent land transactions. In 2003, the initial 78 acres were donated
to Whatcom Land Trust by the Washington State Department of
Transportation. Seven years later, Whatcom Land Trust purchased
12 acres to the east of the founding property. In 2012, the final 21
acres were purchased to complete the preserve.

The land consists mostly of open fields with wetlands and numer-
ous groundwater springs supporting thousands of feet of Maple
Creek and its tributaries. Maple Creek itself is a major tributary
to the North Fork of the Nooksack River. Fresh water flows across
the flat preserve before reaching the river to the south.-

As part of past agricultural practices on the recently acquired par-
cel of the preserve, a tributary stream was diverted into pipes and
confined to a ditch. The process drained the wetland. At the time,
the habitat value of the wetland was not recognized. The practice
of diverting streams and reconfiguring them is not uncommon
and is often done to accommodate development and/or to create
fields for planting. Combined with the removal of shading trees,
water that has been “ditched” heats up and is too hot to support
a healthy fish population. The good news is that we can fix the
damage and restore the wetland.

Over the summer and upcoming fall, WLT will complete the
first phase: and continue work in the second phase of its two part
plan: The first phase or the ‘dirt work” consists of
removing culverts (pipes) that are barriers to fish passage; taking
out and replacing an old creosote timber bridge; and adding a
second bridge to enable people to access all parts of the preserve.
Phase one supports the movement of fish and people at Maple
Creek Reach Preserve.

The second phase of the work entails reestablishing riparian buf-
fers along the stream and tributaries to support salmon recovery
efforts on the Nooksack River. $ome of this work has already
been campleted by volunteers at our annual Earth Day work
party in April.

Volunteers plant willows and other trees and shrubs at Maple Creek Reach
Preserve at WLT’s annual Earth Day work party. Their smiles tell the rest!

With the culverts removed, the second phase of work will com-
mence on the west portion of the preserve. Restoration includes
creating a meandering stream channel with complexity and
riparian buffer plantings. A wetland area will also be restored.
This will increase the water holding capacity for the tributary
stream. It will also improve water flow during summer, directly
improving the stream environment for fish to spawn, rear and
hold (hang out).

WLT is working in partnership with the Whatcom Conservation
District, Washington Conservation Corps, and Nooksack Salmon
Enhancement Association (NSEA) to do this work. Funding for
the work has been provided by the Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS).

Once begun, the transformation is swift and dramatic. If you
love ‘before and after’ stories and you have not yet visited Maple
Creek Reéach Preserve, you still have time to visit the “before’ ver-
sion of the preserve. But do so s@on! ¥ you want to witness the
transformation in person and even take part in it, there will be
oppottunities in the fall to attend a Maple Creek Reach Preserve
work party. As a member of thé work party, you will help plant
the riparian buffer along the new stream channel! Watch for
information on our website regarding fall work parties.

l_ Creek Reach Preserve, 7611 Mt. Baker Highway:

Head east on Mt. Baker Highway 542

Pass through the town of Maple Falls
Just after crossing Maple Creek » TURN RIGHT ontoﬁ“tﬁe preserve\

Parking is on site

] .i
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South Fork

roosts watching over anglers trying for silver salmon migrating
up river.

continued from page three

WLT is encouraging and aiding the natural processes of a
healthy floodplain. WLT will coordinate volunteers, crews,
and contractors to remove old and dilapidated cabins, debris,
and culverts.

WLT will partner with Lummi Nation on an instream restora-
tion project to remove rip rap and install engineered jams to
create deep pools with complex and sheltered cover for salmon
and other fish to thrive.

WLT will manage the forest to, over time, become a rich old
growth forest by thinning an old timber plantation and inter-
planting mature deciduous forests. Finally, crucially, WLT’s
stewardship of Christie Creek—the continuous care of the
land over time—will safeguard restoration work and build
resiliency into the land itself by encouraging and supporting
natural processes.

Riverstead

Last summer in 2013 - a property presenting a unique con-
servation opportunity came up for sale. Whatcom Land Trust
acted quickly to purchase and conserve the land that isideally
situated next to WLT’s 236-acre Catalyst Preserve. The 75-acre
Riverstead property has 1,500 feet of south fork Nooksack
River frontage and more than 4,000 feet of tributary stream
connecting Catalyst’s restored streams to the south fork.

At Riverstead, WLT seeks to advance community and natural
systems that will be resilient in a future of unprecedented pres-
sures from climate change and development. We are building
upon our existing salmon conservation and restoration efforts

and moving toward the pursuit of a Farming for Food and
Wildlife initiative to take on the challenge of better integrat-
ing and advancing the often competing interests of farmland
conservation, salmon recovery, and flood risk reduction.

The objectives are challenging, but not impossible. As Whatcom
Land Trust evaluates other local and regional conservation and
restoration successes and failures, we are planning to launch
our own integrated programs to address the challenges of
conserving farmland, restoring salmon habitat and making
the community more flood resilient.

Whatcom Land Trust is working to implement a multiple ben-
efits program for Riverstead. In doing so, we are looking at the

Nature Conservancy’s nationwide regional effort to advance

the essential concept of ‘Floodplains by Design.’ With generous

support from Whatcom Community Foundation’s Sustainable

Whatcom Fund, we are taking the first steps, in the south fork
valley, toward connectively addressing the integration of farm-
ing, flood risk education and reduction, and wildlife habitat

protection and salmon recovery.

What’s good for the environment is going to be good for people.
We believe that. We are looking at the past, learning from it,
evaluating the present, and vision casting into the future to do
our best to protect and conserve a resilient home that is good
for people and good for fish and wildlife.

VISITING Whatcom Land Trust Preserves:

Land Trust Preserves are open to the public. We request that
you explore on foot only. Thank you. Enjoy the summer and
the many places in our county where land meets water.

Dedicated Whatcom Land Trust volunteer stewards join Nick Saling for the traditional canoe trip across the river to access Christie Creek. All for a day’s work!
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Steward Explore, Support WLT

VOLUNTEER! Stewardship opportunities start back
up in the fall. Look online to see what dates work best
for you. Or email info@whatcomlandtrust.org.

EXPLORE: Summertime is a great time to explore
our preserves and protected parks. Check out Nick’s
suggestions on Page 5 of this newsletter.

de Tide Explorations
» Teddy Bear Cove

June 14 « noon - 2 pm

Lily Point Marine Park

12+ 10 am -2 pm

The Great Outdoors Auctlon

June 21, 2014
5:30 - 10:30 pm
BelleWood Acres

Dinner | Music
Reservations: $75
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