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Salmon's Dream Stream 
There aren't many streams in 

Whatcom County as important to salmon 
as Maple Creek on the North Fork Nook
sack. It's not that Maple Creek supports a 
particularly large run of fish, but that it is 
one of the few streams where one can find 
all five species of Pacific salmon using the 
waters for spawning and rearing. "Maple 
Creek represents the best off channel 
tributary spawning habitat in the North 
Fork Nooksack," said Doug Huddle, a well 
known local sportsman and employee 
of the Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife. 

photo: Gordon Scott 
"Three springs on 
the property, infuse 
cool water into the 
river. Maple Creek 
is one of the few 

"Maple Creek represents the best off channel tributary spawning 
habitat in the North Fork Nooksack." - Doug Huddle, local sportsman 

tributaries on the 
North Fork Nooksack that consistently 
has enough flow to support fish when the 
rest of the river is running muddy." 

Last October, in the first transac
tion of its kind in Washington, the State 
Department ofTransportation transferred 
68 acres at the confluence of Maple Creek 
and the North Fork to Whatcom Land 
Trust. The Department purchased the 
Maple Creek property from Gary Gehling 
and White Miller in 2002 as part of a miti
gation settlement for damages to salmon 
habitat that occurred during emergency 
repair of the Mt. Baker Highway in 1998. 
Though the terms of the settlement called 

for the Department to work with the Land 
Trust to insure protection of the Maple 
Creek property, the Department first 
had to seek a change in state law to allow 
the transfer of mitigation lands to non
profit nature conservancy groups like 
the Land Trust. The legislature agreed to 
this change last year, and the Department 
and the Land Trust quickly worked out 
the details of the "exchange." In return 
for accepting ownership of the property 
the Land Trust agreed to use the property 
only for: "Ecological restoration projects 
that are intended to maintain, enhance 
and protect the functions and values of 

the riparian zones, riparian wetlands, 
and fish and wildlife habitat located 
on the property." This exchange allows 
the Department to fulfill its mitigation 
responsibilities at low cost to the public by 
transferring management of habitat lands 
to organizations like the Land Trust that 
are committed to wildlife protection, 
leaving the Department of Transporta
tion free to what it does best, manage 
our public road system. 

Maple Creek drains Silver Lake 
and runs 3 1/ 2 miles before entering the 
property just as it flows under Mt. Baker 
Highway. At this ... continuedonpagefive 



Staff Transitions 
Katie Knight, who was our Conservation 

Assistant, is the new Conservation Director 
for the Anchorage Land Trust. 

Katherine Freimund, formerly our 
Administrative Assistant, has joined Mt. 
Baker Planned Parenthood as their Office 
Coordinator. Please join us in thanking Ka 
tie and Katherine for their contributions to 
Whatcom Land Trust and in wishing them 
all the best in their new endeavors. 

New staff members are Connie Clement, 
Office Manager and Ann Russell, Conser
vation Specialist. More information about 
Connie and Ann is on page 10. 

Board Transitions 
We welcome Rich Bowers as our newest 

board Member. Rich has had extensive expe
rience with conservation oriented nonprofit 
organizations, and was Executive Director of 
American Whitewater in Maryland for three 
years, and National Conservation Director 
for seven years before moving to Whatcom 
County. Rich will apply his knowledge and 
enthusiasm for conservation and organiza
tional development to WLT as chair of the 
Development Committee. 

New officers were elected at the board 
retreat. Cindy Klein is our new President, 
Rod Burton is the Vice- President, Carl 
Batchelor is the Secretary. Harte Bressler 
agreed to stay on as Treasurer. 

Steward Transitions 
The Steward will be going th rough some 

design changes over the next few issues. We 
are now printing on a paper that is made 
from JOO% recycled post-consumer waste. 

Fall Campaign a Success! 
The board and staff would like to thank 

all the generous donors who responded to 
our fall campaign. With your support we 
were able to reach our goal. In addition to 
raising $37,000 in individual donations, 
we raised over$ I ,000 in gift memberships! 
Your donations are critical to our success 
conserving vital habitat for future genera
tions. Your support provides the resources 
for stewardship of our 39 properties and 35 
easements, and for this we thank you. 
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

Becky Masters 
"It's been a pleasure to work with Becky. 

Her positive, upbeat spirit and eagerness to 
help reflect her commitment to our mission." 

- Bob Keller, Board Member, Auction Committee Chair 

The money we raise each year 
during our Great Outdoors Auction 
is vital to supporting our work to 
conserve land by keeping our office 
humming. This event would not be 
possible without hundreds of volun
teer hours. Becky Masters has been a 
tireless auction committee volunteer 
for the last three years. When she is 
not volunteering for the Land Trust, 
she works in Bellingham as a licensed 
massage therapist. (Her "hot-stone 
massage" is a very popular auction photo.· Daniel Morgan 

item!) She also enjoys gardening, hiking, skiing, running, and spending time with 
her husband Lyle and their dog and three cats. Becky says she enjoys working with 
WLT staff and volunteers, and having fun while working for such a great cause. In the 
last two years she has been the core volunteer responsible for the behind-the-scenes 
work of tracking items in our auction software. Her can-do attitude is an inspiration 
to all of us. She is always ready to jump in and do what needs to be done. Her depend
ability, consistency, resourcefulness, proficiency, and attention to detail have made 
her a vital member of Whatcom Land Trust. - Daniel Morgan 

Vo u to Help WLT 
Development: make community contacts 

Outreach: table staffing, event planning and organization, 
assisting with tours 

Administration: assist with mailing, office organization 

Land Management: easement monitoring, land clean-up projects 

ITEMS NEEDED: fireproof file cabinet, laptop computer, digital projector 

ca,/ the omce at o:>O 9470 to get mo,·e inormation 

Newsletter Team ................................................... Carl Batchelor, Rod Burton, 
Connie Clement, Daniel Morgan 

Production Help/Proofreading. ........................... Katie Batchelor, Mary Dumas 

Design and Layout ............... ... donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing ............................................................................... Lithtex Northwest 

Contributors.......... .. ...... Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Katie Knight, 
Joe Peabody, Ann Russell, Gordon Scott, Daniel Morgan 



illustration: Rod Burton 

The auction is sold out! But you can still Fund-an-Acre! 
This year's fundraising auction on May 15th is sold out! Even if you were not able to make 

reservations you can still be involved. Every year we have a special time during the live auction we call 
Fund-an-Acre. This year we will be asking our guests to help us raise $5,000 to purchase 9.48 acres of 
pristine river habitat located on a strategic reach along the North Fork of the Nooksack. The property 

Canyon Lake 
Community 

Forest 

contains natural habitats for 
river wildlife, including bea
ver, salmon, and eagle. Your 
tax-deductible contribution 
to Fund-an-Acre can be made 
anytime before May 15th. Your 
donations for the puchase will be 
announced the night of the auc
tion to inspire our guests. Please 
join us in the work of preserving 
wild places in Whatcom County. 

Help with the Auction 

Since 1999 WLT has protected 22 properties between Deming and Glacier: 
help us fill in the gaps. Help us preserve the wild North Fork by making a 
donation to Fund-an-Acre. 

We need help with a variety of tasks 
over the next month, and we particularly 
need people willing to help on the day 
before the auction (May 14th) and the day 
of the auction (May 15th). Call 650-9470 
to volunteer. 

Waycross 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Stock, bond and mutual fund 
portfolios to fit your needs. 

Michael Ryan, President 

1326 Commercial St., Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.waycross.com 360-671-8376 

Whatcom Land Trust 
Turns Twenty! 

Whatcom Land Trust is celebrating its twentieth 
year of land conservation. Since 1984 we have acquired 39 
properties and 35 conservation easements, eight of which 
are now county parks. Stay tuned: plans are underway for 
a 20th anniversary celebration this summer, featuring live 
music by local acts. 
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Nooksack Conservation Assesment 

Protecting the Best Places 

\ 'lil 

In our local 
effort to save Chinook 
salmon from extinc
tion it is important to 
decide what actions 
to take first in order 
to minimize public 
expenditures while 
maximizing benefits 
to fish. Ecologists 
have determined 
that the first action 
to take in managing 
endangered species 
is protecting their 
currently function
ing habitats. 
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recovery projects we recently completed a 
Nooksack Conservation Assessment. Th is 
research project used existing scientific 
information about salmon and salmon 
habitat that is specific to the Nooksack 
and Drayton Harbor watersheds. We 
interviewed local wildlife experts knowl
edgeable about the locations of function
ing salmon habitats. Ecological data used 
in the study included maps of wetlands, 
maps of riparian forests, known locations 
of salmon spawning areas, maps of dikes 
and levees, junctions of tributary streams 
with the main river, and information on 
historical changes to the river. We corn -
bined all this information in a computer 
program called a geographic information 
system and prioritized those habitats that 
we judged to be in the best condition. The 
highest priority habitats identified in the 
study will become the focus of future 
conservation projects. This project helps 
implement the County's Watershed Res
toration Strategy by protecting properly 
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functioning habitats and maintaining 
natural landscape forming processes 
along the Nooksack. 

The Edfro Creek tract, described 
in this issue, is an example of a property 
with well functioning salmon habitat. 
The property contains wetlands acces
sible to fish and a mature and healthy 
riparian forest, and has no dikes or other 
man made structures that prevent the 
river from inundating the adjacent flood
plain. It includes two small tributary 
streams, and is a documented location 
for salmon spawning. The Edfro Creek 
property is a rare site in the Nooksack 
Watershed and contains all of the ele
ments we are interested in protecting. 
The goal of the Nooksack Conservation 
Assessment is to help locate sites like 
Edfro Creek and prioritize scarce con
servation dollars in order to protect the 
best remaining habitats. 

The Nooksack Conservation 
Assessment was funded by a grant from 

September 26. 2C03 

the Washington State Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board. 

-Gordon Scott 

Humans can Race 
for Stewardship 

The Human Race is a fun, commu
nity-based 5k/10k walk or run sponsored 
by the Whatcom Volunteer Center and 
local businesses on behalf of Whatcom 
County nonprofits. Individuals and teams 
collect donations for the nonprofit of their 
choice and then particpate in the Human 
Race event. Last year, the 500 people who 
participated had a really good time rais 
ing $60,000 for 80 local nonprofits. 

This year's race will be June 12th. 
There is a kickoff event at the Squalicurn 
Boathouse in Bellingham on March 30th 
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.rn. 

If you would like to race for What
com Land Trust contact Connie Clement 
at 650-9470 to get information. 



Chuckanut Conservation Planning 
If you have ever looked at a satellite 

photo of the Western Washington region, 
you may have noticed the Chuckanut 
Mountains sticking out from the North 
Cascades like a green thumb toward the 
waters of Puget Sound. For years wildlife 
experts and local conservationists have 
felt the forested ridges and narrow valleys 
of the Chuckanut Mountains constituted 
a unique ecosystem in Washington State. 
Early this year Whatcom Land Trust, in 
partnership with Skagit Land Trust and 
the North Cascades Corridor Project, 
completed the first ever landscape level 
study of the forested corridor betweenthe 
Chuckanut Mountains and the North 
Cascades. The Cascades to Chuckanut 
Conservation Strategy is a generalized 
assessment of existing wildlife habitat 
condition and conservation needs of the 
Chuckanut Region. 

The study revealed the ecological 

computer graphic: Chris Behee 

The Chuckanut Mountains viewed from the northwest, with Bellingham on the 
right side, Lake Whatcom in the center and the Twin Sisters on the left. 

the largest remaining block of undeveloped 
land between Vancouver B.C., and Olym
pia, and constitute the only remaining for
ested corridor linking the alpine heights 
of the North Cascades with the saltwater 
ecosystem of Puget Sound. However, 
population growth pressure from Seattle 

study broadened our understanding of 
the Chuckanut Mountains as more than a 
beautiful place to hike and provides both 
Whatcom and Skagit Land Trusts with a 
rational guide for planning conservation 
projects in this special place. Funding 
for the completion of the Cascades to 

uniqueness of the Chuckanut 
Mountains, and also described A unique ecosystem in Washington State 
the growing threats to preserv-
ing the integrity of this forested corridor. 
The most interesting result of the study was 
the fact that the Chuckanut Mountains are 

to the south and from Vancouver, B.C., 
and Bellingham to the north are squeez
ing the Chuckanuts from both sides. The 

Chuckanut Conservation Strategy was 
provided by a generous grant from the Paul 
G. Allen Forest Protection Foundation. 

-Gordon Scott 

WLT Protects Salmon Dream Stream ... co11,i11uedfromfro11tpage 

point Maple Creek is augmented by 
several large wetlands that appear to flow 
year round with clear, cold water. Maple 
Creek meanders for over three-quarters 
of a mile through the middle of the 
property before it joins the North Fork 
Nooksack. Lummi Natural Resources 
restoration crews have been replanting 
and restoring forested habitat along a SO
foot wide buffer on either side of Maple 
Creek to shade the stream and provide a 
long-term supply of large woody debris. 
Because of Maple Creek's importance to 
the North Fork system, the Nooksack 
Tribe has installed a permanent water 

quality and quantity measuring gauge 
in the creek on the newly acquired tract. 

The Maple Creek property includes 
about 1,800 feet of riparian frontage on 
the North Fork Nooksack. Mature cotton
woods, red alder, western hemlock, and 
western red cedar bordering the river 
provide shade and cover for spawning 
Chinook salmon. Along this reach of the 
North Fork the river is unconfined and 
free to meander across its floodplain, 
creating side channel sloughs, gravel 
bars and islands. Chum salmon also 
spawn on the property, attracting eagles 
that feed on the carcasses. Elk have been 

observed using a large field on the prop
erty for winter grazing. 

The Maple Creek project is another 
example of how Whatcom Land Trust 
works productively with public agencies 
to accomplish our mission and provide 
public benefit. We would like to thank 
the Secretary of Transportation, Doug 
McDonald, and his staff, along with 
Richard Logan and Bob Penhale from 
the Department of Ecology for their 
vision and creative thinking in making 
this a successful project. 

-Gordon Scott 
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Edfro Creek 

South Fork Wetlands Protected 
Edfro Creek is small trib

utary stream of the South Fork 
Nooksack, located upstream of 
the Skookum Creek Fish Hatch
ery. In October 2003 the Land 
Trust purchased 128 acres of 
river frontage and wetlands 
from Hampton Tree Farms, Inc. 
located between Ed fro Creek and 
Skookum Creek, using funds 
from a State Salmon Recovery 
grant. The floodplain, riparian 
forest and the large wetland on 
the Ed fro Creek property consti
tute some of the best remaining 
natural Chinook salmon habitat 
in the South Fork Valley. 

The South Fork native 
Chinook salmon is the most 

photo: Gordon Scott 

The Edfro Creek Property has nearly a mile of frontage on the South Fork. 

threatened salmon species in the Nook
sack River system. Fewer than 300 indi
viduals have returned to spawn in the last 
few years. Reasons for this situation are 
numerous, but one of the most obvious 
reasons is loss of natural river habitat. 

One of the biggest habitat changes 
that has occurred in the South Fork 
is the clearing, draining and filling of 
wetlands. This is not surprising given 
the fact that the South Fork Valley was 
almost one complete wetland from Van 

- • ..,.,_._ .. ____ Zandt to Acme before 

-
photo: Rod Burton 

Trail along the South Fork near Edfro Creek 
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settlers arrived in the 
late 1800s. In order to 
turn the South Fork 
Valley into the rich agri
cultural land it is today 
early farmers had to 
clear and drain the large 
wet areas, inadvertently 
destroying places where 
newly hatched Chinook 
salmon spent the first 
few critical months of 
their lives out of the 
main river channel in 
quiet and protected 
wetlands. Though it is 
difficult to accurately 
know, it is possible that 

as much as 80 percent of the forested 
wetland areas of the South Fork Valley 
have been converted to agriculture over 
the last 150 years. 

The acquisition of the Ed fro Creek 
property insures perpetual protection 
of one of the best remaining wetlands 
in the South Fork Valley. Situated along 
the side of the valley on a margin of 
old floodplain, the Edfro Creek wetland 
complex feeds cool, clear water into the 
South Fork. Juvenile Chinook salmon 
use the wetland area for off-channel 
rearing and adult coho salmon spawn in 
the small stream connecting the wetland 
to the river. The abundance of fish in the 
wetland area is evident by the number of 
great blue herons and kingfishers lurk
ing along the banks, looking for their next 
meal. With the acquisition of the Edfro 
Creek property the Land Trust has now 
protected 859 acres and 5.5 miles of land 
along the South Fork Nooksack. 

-Gordon Scott 



Ed Stone and Michelle Schraeder Donate 
Two New Conservation Easetnents 

~t / 

photo : Katie Knight 

Late last year Ed Stone and Michelle Schraeder donated 
two more conservation easements over land they own adjacent 
to property they conserved in 2002. All together Ed and Michelle 
have protected 65 acres of forest and riparian area along Ten Mile 
Creek in central Whatcom County. The new easements protect 
the forest ofDouglas fir and cedar that provides valuable shade 
along Ten Mile Creek. Ed and Michelle have been busy improv
ing and restoring the native vegetation by planting hundreds of 
young conifers and native hardwoods along the streams and 
wetlands on their property and substantially re-designing the 
Ten Mile Creek channel. By restoring Ten Mile Creek and placing 
a conservation easement on their property, Ed and Michelle have 
created perpetual habitat for wildlife in the rapidly developing 
central part of Whatcom County. -Gordon Scott Wetland habitat on Ten Mile Creek. 

The Whatcom Land Trust wou Id Ii ke to thank our 2003-2004 

Business Conservation Partners for working with us to 
conserve land in Whatcom County for tutu re generations. 

American Alpine Institute 

The Barkley Company 

Bellingham Cold Storage 

BP Cherry Point Refinery 

Brenthaven 

Brett & Daugert, PLLC 

The Cascade Joinery 

Cloud Mountain Farm 

Conoco-Phillips Company 

Copies Now 

Cost Cutter/Food Pavilion 

Crown Pacific 

DIS Corporation 

Johnson Outdoors 

Lithtex Northwest 

Mark Anderson Land & Escrow 

Morse Distribution Company 

Mountain Veterinary Hospital 

Northwest Propane Sales, Inc. 

Pacific Rim Tonewoods 

Pacific Surveying & Engineering, Inc. 

Puget Sound Energy 

Raas, Johnson & Stu en, P.S. 

Roderick C. Burton -Art & Design 

Ross McClure Cornwell Architects 

Skagit State Bank 

Southstone Home Inspection 

Stewart & King Partnership 

Trillium Corporation 

True Log Homes 

Village Books 

Whidbey Telephone Company 

Wilson Engineering 

Wood Stone Corporation 

Zender & Thurston 

~~ ~ Raincountry Refrigeration, Inc. 
~f:A:,:i;:·._, ~ -T-o_b_e_a_p_a_r_t_o_f_t_h_e_B_u_s-in_e_s_s_C_o_n_s_e-rv_a_t-io_n_P_a-rt_n_e_r_P_r_o_g_ra-m-,---

WHATCOM LAND TRUST contact us at 650.9470 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 
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Board Retreats to Plan for 
WLT's Conservation Efforts 

On the last Saturday in 
January, 2004 the board and staff 
had their annual retreat. The re
treat is an opportunity to spend 
time thinking and talking about 
big questions like: "What do you 
want Whatcom Land Trust to be 
in 10 years?" The board and staff 
spent all day working to make 
Whatcom Land Trust an even 
better organization. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

of the land committee's 
conservation work and the 
development committee's 
fund-raising efforts. 

• modifying the structure of 
the organization so the staff 
can work more efficiently. 

• the importance of board 
members providing more 
active support for fund 
raising and outreach, and 
the need to consider this 
when recruiting new board 
members. 

Gordon Scott again gener
ously agreed to let us hold the 
annual retreat at his home near 
Squalicum Lake. Jean Carroll 
facilitated the retreat discussion. 
Jean, a professional consultant 
for organizational development, 
donated her services to the Trust. 

During a break, Bill and Jean Carroll discuss plans for 
the next section of the retreat with Wendy Walker. 

• the increasing need for 
more effort directed at land 
management to fulfill our 

Jean's husband is board member Bill 
Carroll. Under Jean's lively direction we 
stayed on task and moved through our 
agenda with efficiency and enthusiasm. 

The morning session was spent 
reviewing the history of Whatcom Land 
Trust. Highlights were noted, and signifi
cant contributions by various individuals 
were honored. Special recognition was 
given to Hilda Bajema and Rand Jack, who 
have been with WLT since the beginning. 

It was impressive to note how 
much we have accomplished since our 
first transaction. In 1989 Herman Miller 
gave WLT a conservation easement on 160 
acres. Fifteen years later, at the time of 
the retreat, we had protected 6,059 acres 
in Whatcom County through a variety of 
methods including conservation ease
ments, conservation negotiations and 
land purchases. 

Gordon Scott reported on the 
property transactions that took place in 
2003. His presentation was praised by the 

Spring 2004 - page 8 

board, and appreciation was noted for all 
the work and dedication of the staff dur
ing the year. 

A benefit of the historical review was 
to give newer board and staff members a 
better understanding of the background 
of the Trust. Informal mentoring ses
sions were arranged between long- time 
and newer board members to ensure the 
continuity of the Trust's efforts. 

Rich Bowers, one of our newer 
board members, said of the retreat: "As 
relatively new to Whatcom County, it was 
a chance to meet others who have been 
working to protect this unique area. It was 
also a great opportunity to dive into the 
task of preserving the lifestyle and natu
ral resources that have, already, made this 
home to me and my family." 

In the afternoon we worked on ways 
to improve our organizational structure 
and to increase our efficiency. Some of the 
issues discussed at the retreat were: 

• how to better integrate the efforts 

duties as stewards of the lands 
owned by the Trust. 

• feasibility of longer-term planning. 

• prioritizing future staffing needs. 

The annual retreat is the time when 
new officers are elected. Cindy Klein is 
now the President, Rod Burton is Vice
president, Carl Batchelor is Secretary and 
Harte Bressler has agreed to stay on as 
our Treasurer. 

The valuable contributions made by 
Wendy Walker during her time as Presi
dent were recognized. Under Wendy's 
leadership the Trust has flourished. Bob 
Keller read a tribute to Wendy and she 
received kudos from the entire board. 

The changes in operations and 
organizational structure that will come 
from the retreat may not be large, but will 
have an effect in making Whatcom Land 
Trust better able to fulfill our (and your) 
mission of land protection and steward
ship education. -Rod Burton 



Soine Ways You Can Help the Land Trust 
Whatcom Land Trust needs some 

help from its members. You can help us 
in several ways: 

Help Spread the Word 
An effective way to pass on our 

message of stewardship is by setting up 
our display at gatherings and informing 
people about the work we are doing to 
preserve our natural heritage for future 
generations. We need more people to 
help with this. This isn't hard work. It's 
fun to spend a few hours in a booth at the 
Farmer's Market, the Fair or some other 
event talking with your fellow citizens. 

We'll train you. There is plenty of 
literature available for study, so you don't 
need to feel awkward about "not know
ing enough about the Land Trust." To 
increase our public presence in the com
munity we need more volunteers willing 
to help reach out and tell our story. See 
the "elevator speech" below for a quick 
primer about Whatcom Land Trust. 

elp Increase 
Our em ers 

Membership contributions provide 
the funds we need to cover our operating 
expenses. WLT is a very lean organiza
tion. Operating costs are only a fraction 
of our total budget, most of which goes 
to land preservation efforts. But to do 
that land preservation, we must have the 
financial support of our membership to 
pay for our staff and office expenses. 

The greater our membership, 
the more secure will be our long-term 
effort to protecting the special quality of 
Whatcom County. You can help by tell
ing friends, family and co-workers about 
WLT, and asking them to join the Trust. 
Or you can host a neighborhood party. 

Help wi h the 
Great Outdoo s uct· on 

We can help with this year's auction. 
We need a variety of skills in the weeks 

before the acution begins. We particularly 
need people willing to help the day before 
the auction (May 14th) and the day of the 
auction (May 15th). 

There is a wide range of tasks we will 
need help with. These include data entry, 
serving food, picking up and transporting 
auction items, decorating, helping during 
bidding, and cleaning up. 

a1 s/0 ce Help 
We always appreciate people who 

are willing to spend a few hours helping 
prepare a mailing, organizing files, or 
doing some research, etc. If you can give 
a couple of hours at a time, especially 
during the day, we would really like to 
hear from you. 

Call Connie at the Whatcom Land 
Trust office (650-9470) to volunteer or 
to get more information. 

speech) 

We rely on you, our members, to spread the word about Whatcom Land Trust. If you're not sure what to say about the 
Trust when the conversation turns to issues of growth, development and our changing landscape, here is a short speech 
that says a lot about WLT in a few words. -Rod Burton 

Whatcom Land Trust is a private, local non-profit 
group dedicated to protecting land in Whatcom County. 
We protect the land in perpetuity, so future generations 
will have a place to live that is as beautiful and special as 
the place we live in today. 

Our mission is to protect all kinds of land: farmland, 
scenic places, open spaces and wildlife habitat. With a small 
staff and a dedicated corps of volunteers and supporters we've 
protected over 6,000 acres. We've helped create and develop 
eight public parks, which include saltwater beaches, pristine 
lakes and an ancient forest with thousand-year-old trees. 
We also do things to help people become more aware of the 
land and to help them develop a greater sense of stewardship. 
(We published the book "Whatcom Places," to help people 
recognize the beauty of the place where *they live. Other 
examples include movie series, and panel discussions.) 

We protect land in three ways. 

We help private property owners who want to protect 
the natural features of their land in the future write legal 
documents that restrict how their land can be changed. They 
still own the land and can sell it or pass it on, but the restric
tions are part of the title and stay in effect in perpetuity. 
Whatcom Land Trust's job is to see that the natural heritage 
of the land is protected, no matter who owns the land. 

We own land, which we either purchase or is donated 
to us, that we keep undeveloped as wildlife habitat or open 
space. (We've protected over 12 miles of Nooksack River 
frontage this way.) 

We work together with private donors and govern
ment agencies to acquire special properties. These usu
ally become part of the public park system. (The Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve is the most recent public area we've 
helped create.) 

If you want more information about Whatcom Land 
Trust, call our office ( at 650-9470). 
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N EIII EMBERS 

OFFICE MANAGER 

Connie Cletnent 
Connie Clement is happy to be the new 

Office Manager at Whatcom Land Trust. In the 
past several years, Connie has supported the 
Land Trust by being a land steward, transcribing 
interviews for Whatcom Places, working the fair 
booth and being an auction volunteer. She comes 
to us from Brett & Daugert where she worked as 
a paralegal for over 12 years. 

fortunate to live near 
the mountains and the 
water. I was land-locked 
in a flat region for so 
long that I am continu
ally appreciative of the 
beauty of this area." 

Connie was raised in Texas and gradu
ated from Southwestern University. In 1991, 
she moved to Bellingham for its natural beauty. 

Connie, Mary and friends at Woodland Park Zoo. 

Connie is married 
to Paul, a high school 
math teacher, and they 
have a two-and-a
half-year-old daughter 

When asked if she has ever been tempted to return 'to her roots, 
Connie states, "I have never looked back. I love it here. I feel so 

CONSERVATION SPECIALIST 

Ann Russell 
Ann Russell is originally from 

Syracuse, N.Y., where she attended the 
State University of New York College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry. She
received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Environmental Biology concentrating in 
Wildlife Biology and Management. Ann 
worked on black bear research projects 

(Mary). In Connie's free time, she enjoys spending time with 
her family, running, reading, singing, playing her guitar and 
teaching herself the accordion. 

in the Adirondack Mountains of New Ann identifies a butterfly while working for 

conservation and education emu
late those of Aldo Leopold whom 
she considers a personal motivator 
and hero. Ann has been working 
with the Outreach Committee on 
the development of a few projects 
including increased coopera
tion with the Land Management 
Committee, and looks forward 
to continuing that work. About 
her position, she says: "I have 
admired the work of the Land York and the Cascades in Washington. Earthwatch Institute . 

She is currently writing her Master of 
Science thesis for Huxley College. The thesis title is "A Qualita
tive Analysis of Public Perception of Black Bears in Residential 
Areas of King County." 

Ann has extensive experience in both scientific field 
research and environmental education. She enjoys helping people 
realize their connection to nature and land. Her philosophies for 

-r \ • ~ 1 . ·dfi ..... : . . . ... 

Free Wi-Fi! Live Music! 
Where the art is in the cup not just on the walls. 

Proudl_y pauring V1Vace coffee. 

OPEN EARLY 
M-F6:30am 
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205 Grand Avenue 
7';8-0258 

OPEN LATE: 
T-ThlOpm 
Fri-Sat 11pm 

Trust since I first came to Belling
ham five years ago and I am extremely excited to be a part of the 
staff. It is an exciting and challenging time for Whatcom County. 
Now more than ever we need to work to protect and conserve 
land for all the members ofour natural community." Ann enjoys 
hiking, backpacking, and anything else that keeps her outside! 
She enjoys learning about natural history and ethnobotany. 

~ O ESCROW COMPAN<ES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 



Wendy Walker Led WLT 
During Period of Growth 
1,100 acres of protected land added 

The office of Land Trust president has grown in magnitude over the past decade, 
becoming more demanding and sometimes more frustrating. With no paid director 
or general manager to share the burden, the president assumes primary responsibility 
for an organization with five hundred members, four employees, and seventy proper
ties totaling over 6,000 acres. With each passing year, and with each new Land Trust 
success, this voluntary, time-consuming job expands in complexity. 

Thus, we can say with some assurance that Wendy Walker has served in 
office during two of the most taxing, if not vexing, years in our twenty-year history. 
We can say with complete assurance that she has our gratitude for her contributions 
and leadership. 

During Wendy's tenure the Trust added 1,100 acres of protected land (Olsen 
Estate, Eagle Park, Anderson Gift, Hutchinson Creek, Edfro Creek, Maple Creek, 
Acme Farm, Foxglove, Stone-Schraeder, the Lake Whatcom Treatment Center, and 
eight other properties). 

We know that for Wendy Walker, this list is reward enough for the time, 
effort, concern, dedication, care, and creativity that she has provided. Yet, the board 
wishes to express its appreciation to her for chairing long meetings, for encouraging 
individual staff, for solving problems, and for being an exceptionally open, positive, 
and fair-minded coordinator over the past two years. Twenty years of strong, voluntary 
effort such as hers has helped make Whatcom Land Trust what it is today. Thank you, 
Wendy, for job well done since becoming president in January 2002. 

-Bob Keller for the WLT Board 

Our new Monthly Giving Program is a worry-free way to spread 
your gift to Whatcom Land Trust over the year. Small, monthly dona
tions of $10, $20, or $30 will make a big difference in helping us to 
Rcontinue the work of conserving vital habitat. Donations can be 
charged to a credit card or can be automatically transferred from a 
checking or savings account. To find out how you can join our Monthly 
Giving Program please call Daniel at 650-9470. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying b,xpcricncc Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices \Ve Pa 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

More Tours are 

Planned for 2004 
We are in the process of organizing 

tours of some of the properties that What
com Land Trust had a hand in protecting. 
The tours will happen from mid- spring 
into the fall. We are hoping to offer more 
tours than in previous years. This will 
give additional opportunities for our 
members and the general public to enjoy 
these tours. 

We will be sending a flyer to all 
members and advertising the tour sched
ule when we have definite information. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Ol!ice ~dependently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WLT." 

Office. (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free· (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 6,045 
Miles of Riverfront ..................................................... 12 

Public Parks Created ..................................................... 8 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City/Zip ------------------------------------ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # ---------------------------- Expires: _________ _ 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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Save-an-Acre: North Fork Island 
Each year during the Annual Great Save an Acre island is about 10 acres feeding area of the North Fork, the tall 

cottonwoods provide excellent spy perches 
for the eagles. The side channels of the 

Outdoors Auction a special section of in size and is covered with a cottonwood 
the event called "Save-an-Acre" is dedi- and al1er forest. Several small log jams 
cated to raising funds to purchase 
a specific property. This year we 
contacted owners of a small 
island in the North Fork of the 
Nooksack and began negotiating 
the purchase of the property for 
$5,000. As arrangements for the 
Auction progressed, the excite
ment for "Save an Acre" began to 
build. Two weeks before the Auc
tion a local family called us and 
announced that they would donate 
the entire purchase price for the 
island property! With this wonderful gift 
we quickly completed the acquisition of 
the property. 

North Fork that flow around the is
land are also home to beavers who 
make their lodges behind small log 
and earthen dams. While these 
small beaver dams might look like 
obstructions to fish they are really 
no problem for our finned friends : 
salmon and trout have evolved over 
eons in concert with beavers and in 
fact prefer the ponds behind beaver 
dams for resting and hiding from 
herons, kingfishers, mergansers, 

photo: Gordon Scott and bears. The fish, birds, insects, 
along the island's shoreline provide excel- and mammals of the North Fork thank 
lent pools and habitat for migrating fish. our generous donors for protecting their 
Located in the prime winter bald eagle island home. -Gordon Scott 

Come Celebrate 20 Years With Us! 
Whatcom Land Trust This year Whatcom Land Trust is celebrating our 20th year of land 

conservation in Whatcom County. 20th 
Anniversary Party 

Boundary Bay Brewery 
and Bistro 

September 23rd 

7pm-12:30 

Featuring a slide presentation 
on the Whatcom Transect, 

music, and dancing. 

Our 20th Anniversary Party will be on September 23rd at Boundary 
Bay Brewery and Bistro. Come and enjoy a presentation by Scott Brennan 
and Angela Schuler on the Whatcom Transect. Then get ready to dance 
to the music of Sweetheart of the Rodeo, the High Wide and Handsome 
Band, and the Paeder McMahon Band. The event starts at 7pm and the 
cover charge will be $10. For more details stay tuned to our website: 
www.whatcomlandtrust.org, or call the office at 360-650-9470. If you are 
interested in volunteering for this event, contact Ann Russell at the WLT 
office 360-650-9470, arussell@whatcomlandtrust.org. 
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Whatcom Land Trust will be 

part of Make a Difference Day 

on October 23rd 
Whatcom Land Trust will join the 

myriad local organizations in celebrat-
ing this national day of helping. If you 
are interested in helping remove invasive 
species from Land Trust Properties please 
contact us at 360-650-9470, or by e-mail 
at info@whatcomlandtrust.org. to sign-up. 
For more information on Make a Difference 
Day see the Whatcom Volunteer Center's 
website: www.whactomvolunteer.org. 

Correction 
We failed to give Brett Baunton credit for 

the photo on page 11 of the last issue of the 
Steward. We regret our error, and appreci
ate that Brett has generously allowed WLT 
to use his photographic images. 

Geoff Menzies named 
Land Steward of Year 

Whatcom Land 
Trust is pleased to 
name Geoff Menzies 
our Land Steward 
of the Year for his 
dedicated work in 
cleaning up the wa
ter, and watershed, 
of Drayton Harbor. 

Geoff has been 
involved in watershed planning efforts in 
the Drayton Harbor watershed since 1990. 
He was a commercial oyster grower in the 
harbor prior to its closure in 1995. He is 
volunteer Chairman of the Drayton Harbor 
Shellfish Protection District's Citizens 
Advisory Committee and manages the 
Drayton Harbor Community Oyster Farm. 

Geoff developed the Drayton Harbor 
Community Oyster Farm as a unique, com
munity-based shellfish restoration project 
that gives the community a hands-on stake 
in the health ofDrayton Harbor. 

The Land Trust salutes Geoff. His dedi
cation has created a concerned, aware com
munity, a cleaner, healthier harbor, and an 
abundance of delicious oysters. 

Volume 14, No. 1 - Summer/Fall, 2004 

The Steward published quarterly by 

Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. Box 6131 
Bellingham, Washington, 98227-6131 

(360) 650-9470 

info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

Summer/Fa/I 2004 - page 2 

LUNTEER PROFI 

Sarah Walker .. . guiding the Nature guides 
Sarah Walker understands vol

unteers. She knows the rewards and 
the challenges first hand from years 
of volunteering herself and from her 
paid job as Co-Director of the LEAD 
Program at WWU, recruiting, man
aging and rewarding volunteers for 
environmental service learning . The 
Whatcom Land Trust has been lucky 
enough to benefit from her dynamic 
and professional volunteer manage
ment skills as she volunteered over 
the last'six months developing a Na
ture Guide Program for the Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve. 

Sarah learned about the Stimpson 
Reserve in a graduate class at Huxley 
College taught by WLT board member 
Wendy Walker (no, we aren't related, 
but are flattered by the comparison). She 

then volunteered to help Wendy teach an 
-- Environmental Stewardship class at the 

Stimpson Reserve. This class began the 
process of envisioning a nature guide 
program for the reserve, and the students 
created a rough draft training manual . 

When Sarah Walker recognized that 
the stewardship class only began the pro
cess, she committed herself to finishing 
the job. She decided to make developing 
the nature guide program is her Master 
Degree project in Environmental Educa
tion at Huxley. 

Sarah's goal for the Stimpson 
Nature Guide Program is simple: she 
wants to tell the preservation story 
for this remarkable nature reserve. 
Sarah commented, "I would really like to 
create a program that is sustainable be-

photo courtesy of Sarah Walker 

yond my Master's Degree. I hope to find 
people among the present nature guides 
who want to carry on in the future. The 
Stimpson trail is such an accessible trail 
loop which allows people to visit many 
diverse nature features. It is a great place 
for a nature guides program." 

Since then, Sarah has rewritten 
the training manual, recruited ten out
standing volunteers, conducted twelve 
hours of training, scheduled the nature 
guides, publicized the programs and 
led the first program in July. She will be 
supporting and encouraging the nature 
guides through September and then 
working with them in October to evalu
ate the program and determine how to 
keep it going. 

She is a vibrant, energetic person 
who makes us want to live up to her high 
level of commitment and excellence. 
Thank you, Sarah, for all your work and 
for your cheerful spirit. 

-Wendy Walker 
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Earth Day Volunteers Help Enhance Habitat - Ann Russell 

On April 18th Whatcom planned removal of black-
Land Trust began a clean-up berries and reed canary 
project on the J. Arley Har- grass will ensure that the 
rison Memorial Wildlife Ref- property remains viable 
uge. A dedicated group from wildlife habitat for years 
1st Presbyterian Church of to come. Thanks so much 
Bellingham removed several to the following volunteers 
truck-loads of garbage and who helped: Chris Moench 
re-usable items from the old (WLT Board Member), Al 
barn on the property. and Sandy Hunter, Jessie 

The Harrison Refuge Alan, Joan Weeks-Keppel, 
was donated to WLT in Bruce Keppel, McKenna 
2000 by Jo Anne Harrison Fink and Peter Illyn 
to honor the memory of her . photo: Ann Russell If you are interested 
husband. The 5.37 acre prop- Volunteers open the way for wildlife at the Harrison Refuge. in getting involved in proj-
erty contains sensitive wetland and open mainder of the fencing will eventually ects like this, or in any other way, please 
space habitat. Volunteers also helped to be removed so wildlife may move freely call the Land Trust office: 360-650-9470, 
remove fencing. The barn and the re- through the property. This work and the or e-mail: info@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

Nature Guide Program at the 
Sti111pson Fa111ily Nature Reserve -Sarah Walker 

The Nature Guide Program at the Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve celebrates a successful first summer! For the past three 
months, nine volunteer nature guides have been guiding the 
public through the diverse 
habitats of the 350-acre 
Reserve. It is to them 
that the greatest thanks 
are offered. In May, these 
volunteers were handed a 
rough draft of an inter
pretive manual, given a 
few hours of training and 
told to hit the trail. 

They have, and with 
great success. Every Sat
urday at 10 a.m. a general 

photo: Rand Jack 
nature tour is offered to Newly completed handicapped-
the public. In addition accessible trail at the Stimpson 
to the general tours, ad- Family Nature Reserve 

ditional special interest topics ranging from amphibians to 
the watershed were given. These special interest topics provide 
nature guides and the public more information about the land 
and its dwellers. The nature guides closely observed the site, 
hearing and seeing barred owls, deer, newts, frogs, wood ducks, 

herons, and of course a few old growth trees! As nature guide 
Jamie Law explains, "I have learned the geology of the area, how 
to identify several native plants, and on ... and on ... " 

When asked why she volunteered as a nature guide, Gloria 
Ruyle replied, "I wanted to be able to, in some way, help people 
to connect to the land around them where they live. The story 
of Stimpson Reserve gives me hope for the future that we can 
work together on behalf of the land." 

If you are interested in becoming a nature guide or 
have any questions about tours, please contact me via e-mail: 
walker5@wwu.edu, or contact the Whatcom Land Trust office. 

Welcome to FootworRx, Whatcom Land Trust's 
latest Business Partner. 
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Nooksack Habitats Enhanced 
Raymond Acquistion 

photo: Gordon Scott 

In August the Land Trust increased the 
"Forks of the Nooksack Preserve" with the ac
quisition of 5 acres of riverfront, located on the 
North Fork Nooksack along the Truck Road. With 
this parcel from Harold and Otila Raymond, the 
Forks of the Nooksack Preserve has grown to 95 
acres. This area is a complex of braided stream 
channels that change course regularly, keeping the 
North Fork a wild and diverse river, perfect habitat 
for native salmon and other fish. From November 
through January eagles roam the river bars in 
search of chum salmon, making this one of the 
most popular bald eagle feeding grounds in North
west Washington. Thank you to Harold Raymond 
for contacting the Land Trust and offering to sell 
his small but important riverfront habitat. Braided channels of the Nooksack on the Raymond property. 

Innis Creek 
In August the Land Trust acquired 50 acres of important 

wetlands along the Samish River. The headwaters of the Samish 
River begin near Saxon (near the South Fork Nooksack) in 
southern Whatcom County where it flows north, then west, then 
south past Wickersham before entering Skagit County on its way 
to Samish Bay near the south end of the Chuckanut Range. 

The newly acquired property is called "Innis Creek." The 
Samish River flows north to south through the property for 
2,500 feet. Nearly all of the property is officially designated as 
wetland over a soil type aptly named "Schalcar Muck." Once 
farmed, the property now is vacant open fields with a small 
patch of forest along the eastern boundary. 

Innis Creek is a tributary of the Samish River, and flows 
adjacent to the new property in a roadside ditch for about 1000 
feet before crossing the road and meeting the Samish . 

Innis Creek floods and courses out of its roadside ditch, 
forcing closures of the Innis Creek Road and stranding spawning 
coho salmon on the road bed and in adjacent fields. Innis Creek is 

Water Resources 

Consulting, LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 

a very productive stream for coho, steelhead and cutthroat trout 
and serves as one of the main spawning grounds for these species 
in the Samish River basin. Because oflow numbers of returning 
adults, Coho is a candidate for endangered species listing. 

The Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group (SFEG) has 
monitored Innis Creek for several years and became con
cerned about the poor quality of habitat in the roadside ditch 
and the adverse impact of flooding on returning salmon. Dur
ing investigation oflnnis Creek's history SFEG discovered that 
in the course of construction of the Innis Creek Road, Innis 
Creek had been diverted out of its original channel and into the 
roadside ditch. Over the subsequent 100 years periodic ditch 
maintenance further harmed spawning habitat by removing 
gravel and cover. 

To improve fish habitat and reduce flood closures on Innis 
Creek Road, the SFEG proposed re-routing Innis Creek into its 
original channel under the road and through the newly acquired 
Innis Creek property. SFEG asked the Land Trust to acquire 
the property to help facilitate the stream restoration. In July 
Whatcom Land Trust partnered with Skagit County to acquire 
the Innis Creek property. 

The Land Trust plans to work cooperatively with SFEG to 
re-route and restore Innis Creek to its original channel. Whatcom 
County Public Works has signed on in support of the project and 
has offered to request funds for a bridge to span the relocated 
creek. Though it has taken many years and the help of several 
groups and agencies, the Innis Creek project is another example 
of how we all must work patiently together to understand and 
restore our natural heritage. -Gordon Scott 
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WLT Loses a Friend, Past President Michael Durbin - Chris Moench 

photo: Chris Moench 

We are saddened to report the 
untimely death on August 15th of our 
dear friend and former Whatcom Land 
Trust president and board member Mi
chael Durbin, age 51. Michael served on 

the board from 1993 through 1995. He 
served one term as president in 1994. 
His tenure on the board was marked 
by several milestones: opening our first 
office, hiring our first full-time staff, as 
well as the successful protection of several 
properties, most notably Squires Lake in 
which Michael played a significant role 
in procuring donated services for trail 
building and for rebuilding the dam. 

After leaving the board, Michael 
continued to be a stalwart supporter, of
fering his expertise as a civil engineer to 
our land committee and donating kayak 
trips to the auction. 

An enthusiastic athlete throughout 

his life, Michael loved whitewater and 
ocean kayaking, skiing and dancing. 
Little more than a year after undergoing 
heart valve replacement surgery, Michael 
participated in the Bellingham Traverse on 
the Land Trust team by paddling the kayak 
leg and then jogging two miles to the finish 
line. He was planning to do it again this 
year until his life was cut short by heart 
failure while surfing in Baja, Mexico. 

Michael's death is a true loss for his 
family, friends and for the community as a 
whole. But his spirit lives on through each 
of us by remembering him and striving to 
live with the same vigor, commitment and 
compassion that guided his existence. 

Improvements At Stimpson Nature Reserve-Rand Jack 

It doesn't seem quite possible that the 
majestic, serene Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve could be improved. But there are 
some useful and beautiful additions. 

Thanks to a generous grant of $8,600 
from the Sidney Fund of Seattle, the trail 
from the parking lot to the beaver pond 
is now handicap accessible. At the beaver 
pond overlook, you will find a magnificent 
olivine bench, one of two donated to the 
Nature Reserve by Edward Stimpson, one 
of the original benefactors of the Reserve, 
and his wife Dorothy. The other bench is 
located about half way around the 3-mile 
loop trail. Made· of olivine from Whatcom 
County's own Twin Sisters, the benches 
were cut and polished by Dean Briske at 
Princess Jade on the Mount Baker High
way. Each weighs nearly 1,500 pounds. 

photos: Rand Jack 

Above: Ed and Dottie Stimpson enjoy 
the first use of one of the benches. 

Right: Russ ?feiffer-Hoyt and Eric 
Carabba moving 1,500 pound stones. 

You might wonder how a 1,500-
pound rock was moved a mile and a 
half down a forest trail. The answer is 
master trail builder and bench mover 
Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt and his able assistant 

fi §J?.}.Yo 1!w.1 
Socially Responsible Investing 

JONATHAN BLOCK 
Financial Consultant 

2219 Rimland Drive, Bellingham WA 98226 
(360) 647-0267 

A.G. Edwards & Sons. Inc. - Member SIPC 

Eric Carabba. Russ and Eric also built 
the Stimpson loop trail and made the 
handicap accessible improvements. 

In keeping with its appellation, cou
gars have been spotted several times this 
summer at the Nature Reserve. 

> 
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WhatcoID Transect - Crossing the Land 
During the first 

two weeks of August, 
Angela Schuler and I 
completed a 200-mile, 
human powered cross
ing of Whatcom County. 
Initially conceived as 
our summer vacation, 
the trip became known as the Whatcom 
Transect and in doing so, it took on much 
greater significance for us and many other 
members of our community. It taught us a 
lot about this place, what makes it unique 
and the importance of protecting it. 

We began at Hart's Pass at the county's 
eastern end and finished 14 days, and a whole 
lot of hiking, pedaling and paddling later, in 
Point Roberts. During our travels we passed 
through lands managed and mismanaged 
by the U.S. Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Washington state, county and city 
governments as well as countless private 
land owners. We visited wilderness, parks, 
farms, public and private land--including 
properties protected by the efforts of the 
Whatcom Land Trust. In the end we realized 
that regardless of ownership, all of Whatcom 
County's landscape falls into two categories: 
the protected and the unprotected. 

Whatcom County is unique in that 
half of its land base is federally protected 
wilderness, largely unchanged for mil
lenia, and the other half is a hodge-podge 
of private, city, county and state land that 
is experiencing unprecedented population 
and real-estate booms. We have more 

glaciers than Glacier 
National Park and more 
wild country than many 
nations possess. At the 
same time we are at the 
epicenter of a popula
tion and visitation 
boom fueled by the 

rapid retirement of affluent baby boomers 
around the country and a recent rash of 
national media attention. 

We have been featured in the Na
tional Geographic ( a short Zip Code piece 
on the quirky isolation of Point Roberts) 
and National Geographic Adventure (a fea
ture naming Bellingham as one of the top 
ten "Great Adventure Towns" in America). 
The folks at Geographic know 
what many Whatcom County 
residents don't--that the natural 
landscapes of this county are, in 
their diversity, scale, accessibil
ity, and in the close juxtaposi
tion of civilization and wildness, 
of national and perhaps even 
global significance. 

During our travels Angela and I re
alized that there are indeed two counties 
here in Whatcom. A glance at a county map 
might suggest that these two counties are 
the federal and the local, or perhaps the wild 
and the civilized. What we experienced, 
however, are two counties defined by the 
degree of protection afforded to their land
scapes. We saw pristine public wilderness 
and eroded, degraded private farmland, to 

text and photos: Scott Brennan 

be sure. But we also saw ugly clearcut swaths 
on public lands and healthy habitat and vis
tas on private lands including the Glacier 
Springs, Racehorse Creek, Deming Home
stead Eagle Park, Stone-Schraeder property, 
Miller farm, Eames Tidelands, Maple Beach 
properties that have been protected through 
the efforts of the Whatcom Land Trust and 
its many supporters. 

As this county continues to change 
and its population grows, we have an op
portunity and, I would argue, a responsi
bility to further extend protections to these 
unique and varied landscapes. As we move 
forward, the efforts of the Whatcom Land 
Trust and other local conservation organi
zations will become increasingly important. 

The Whatcom Transect is com
plete but our work is far from 
finished. 

Scott and Angela would 
like to thank Daniel Morgan, 
Ann Russell and the rest of the 
WLT staff for their support, Bob 
Keller and Pat Karlbergfor the 
canoe, Robyn du Pre for sup

porting the bike and kayak legs of the trip, 
Elise de Luna and Jonathan Morgan for the 
Ross Lake shuttle, Johnson Outdoors for the 
use of a beautiful, seaworthy kayak and Karl 
Kruger and Jess Kruger-Stahl for spending 
the Saturday before their wedding day sail
ing the salty, seasick and smelly Transect 
Team home from Point Roberts. They are 
also grateful for the outstanding webpage 
by Greg Heffron of Midline Design. 

LANO ANO ESCROW COMPANIES Waycross 
Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 

and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Stock, bond and mutual fund 
portfolios to fit your needs. 

Michael Ryan, President 

1326 Commercial St., Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.waycross.com 360-671-8376 
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Auction Pays Off 
We gambled, holding our 4th Great 

Outdoors Auction at White Salmon 
Lodge. Sixty miles east ofBellingham on 
a twisting mountain road, 60 miles away 
from offices, stores and storage, the place 
had 100 seats less than previous sites. It 
also came with mountain weather-and, 
in fact, delivered a Cascade downpour on 
May 151h. 

But the site offers one of the most 

Hansberry, Sara Hill, Andrea Hood, Liz 
Isaly, Becky Masters, and Joe Peabody. 
Special thanks to event volunteers Janet 
and Tom Boyhan. Consultant Gaye God
frey kept us sane. And above all, thanks 
to two wonderful staff, Daniel Morgan and 
Connie Clement. Daniel had the whole 
auction stored in her head for over four 
months, attending to crises as well as the 
smallest needs. Connie, new on the job, 

spectacular vistas anywhere. 
We also like to circulate around 
Whatcom County. Besides, this 
truly was the great outdoors. We 
went for it. It worked. 

... the Great Outdoors Auction is not about 

... acquiring piles of money. It is actually about 
establishing sustainable human connections 
and building good will in the community. 

The auction sold out in early April, 
even before Rod Burton produced another 
of his superb catalogs. We had the high
est net income ever ($51,000). Dinner was 
catered by Milanos, with beverages flow
ing from Mt. Baker Vineyard. Live bid
ding started strong and at times became 
raucous as items sold. When people left, 
many said "thanks for the evening," the 
ultimate compliment at a fundraiser. 

Of course, bumps occurred en 
route. The worst happened when a week 
before the auction David & Jayme Curley 
donated $5,000 for the Trust to acquire 
the planned Fund an Acre site. That 
made the auction crowd so mad that they 
pledged another $9,000 in revenge. 

Special gratitude to over three 
dozen volunteers, including committee 
members Julia Bennett, Sheilagh Brown, 
Rod Burton, Yolanda Calderon, Sally 

proved indispensable for her attention to 
detail, good cheer, and clear head. 

How much hard work does an auc
tion require? Each of 250 auction items 
involves at least a dozen steps: procure
ment, pickup, recording, storage, receipt, 
delivery, decoration, display, a bid sheet, 
selling, recording, final delivery, billing, 
and thanks. In addition there's food, 
drinks, directions, decor, bid cards, the 
auctioneer, volunteers, promotion, rides, 
invitations, table captains, clean up. 

Thus the Great Outdoors Auction 
is not about quickly and easily acquiring 
piles of money. It is actually about estab
lishing sustainable human connections 
and building good will in the community. 
That requires dedicated effort. Thanks to 
everyone who contributed: guests, donors, 
staff, and volunteers. 

-Bob Keller, 2004 Auction Chair 

Environmental 
Heroes 

On June 5th Re-Sources held its 
2nd annual Environmental Hero Awards 
dinner. Land Trust board members Bob 
Keller and Rand Jack were each presented 
with an award for preservation. Rand Jack 
was honored for his persistence and inge
nuity in finding opportunities and mak
ing deals happen. Since our founding in 
1984, Rand has played a guiding role in 
every preservation transaction-forty 
properties and thirty-five conservation 
easements. Bob Keller was honored for 
ten years of tireless outreach and fund
raising efforts. He has greatly increased 
awareness of WLT and our mission. His 
work to establish the development com
mittee greatly increased the long-term 
financial stability of the organization. In 
addition, his efforts have put in place a 
full-time development director, the Great 
Outdoors Annual Auction, and the book 
Whatcom Places. Bob and Rand are a true 
inspiration. Their dedication and vision 
will serve members of this community in 
perpetuity. -Daniel Morgan 

Suzuki Coming' 
David Suzuki will be speaking at 
Bellingham High School on Dec. 2, 
with proceeds from admissions go
ing to WLT. We'll tell you more in the 
next issue of the Steward. For now, 
you can get more details by calling 
Village Books, 350-671-2626. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter. A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
Cash Paid for Books 

Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 
Used - Rare - Recent Titles 

35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 
Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

\ 

NiLs.ra~ 

and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360)647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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The Purchase of Development Rights Partnership 

Back to Our Agricultural Roots 
One night in 1983, a group consist

ing mostly of farmers met in the base
ment of Dutch Mothers Restaurant on 
Main Street in Lynden. Their intent 
was to save Whatcom County's farm
land and a way oflife that farms epito
mi ze. This group founded the 
Whatcom Land Trust for that purpose. 

The first conservation easement is 
always the most difficult for a land 
trust to obtain. Fortunately, among 
those farmers who met at Dutch Moth
ers was Herman Miller. In an act of 
great courage and foresight , Herman 
donated the first conservation ease
ment to the Whatcom Land Trust, an 
easement over his 160-acre farm, a 
place where Herman grew up and lived 
out his fruitful life. 

For a variety of reasons, no farmers 
followed Herman's lead. The Land 
Trust grew and prospered. We obtained 
many conservation easements and 
properties to protect wildlife habitat, 
open space, forests , scenic vistas and 
public use . But despite our efforts, we 
were not able to successfully engage 
the intent of our founders. That is 
about to change. 

Like the sea and the mountains and 
the Nooksack River, farms define the 
character of Whatcom County. First in 
the state in dairy farms and first in the 
nation growing raspberries, Whatcom 
County ranks in the top 3% of coun
ties nationwide in farm production. 
Each year local farms yield products 
worth $250,000,000. Farms are part of 

photo by Tore Ofteness, courtesy of Farm Friends 

These rows of crops at Alm Hill Farm are a part of the $250,000,000 annual 
farm production in our county. 

our sense of place, of our landscape. 
They preserve a heritage and a way of 
life. Well -run farms contribute to a 
healthy environment. Still, Whatcom 
County lost nearly half of its farmland 
between 1949 and 1997. 

In September 2001, the Land Trust 
began working with a citizen commit
tee appointed by County Executive Pete 
Kremen to develop a program to pur
chase development rights from farm 
ers as a way of helping protect farm 
land. A year later the County Council 
adopted the committee's recommenda
tions and passed the Purchase of Ag
ricultural Development Rights Pro 
gram Ordinance. 

Under the ordinance, farmers in 
strategic areas will have the opportu-

nity to sell their development rights in 
order to help keep the land in farming. 
All sales will be voluntary, and farm
ers will be paid a fair market price 
based on the difference between the 
appraised value of their land with and 
without development rights. Acquisi
tions will be paid for by the County 
Conservation Futures Fund and 
matching federal funds. Priority will be 
given to strategically located farms 
that will best contribute to protecting 
agricultural enterprise in Whatcom 
County. The Land Trust helped draft a 
model Agricultural Protection Conser
vation Easement as a tool for the ac
quisition of development rights and 
has agreed to help implement the pro
gram. 

continued on page four 



WLTNeW"s 
New Staff Member Brings 
Conservation Help to Trust 

Welcome to new staff member, conserva
tion assistant Katie Knight who was selected 
from among a pool of 63 applicants. Half the 
funding for the position comes from Land 
Trust Alliance Northwest. Whatcom Land 
Trust was awarded the two-year $37,800 
grant in September. 

Originally from Bremerton, Katie recently 
completed her Masters of Professional 
Studies program in the Department of 
Natural Resources at Cornell University in 
Ithaca, NY. Recipient of a prestigious Doris 
Duke Conservation Fellowship at Cornell, 
Katie returned to the Pacific Northwest after 
completing an internship at the Great Land 
Trust in Alaska. Her professional project 
report is being incorporated into the 
Anchorage area's local planning efforts and 
is viewed by faculty members who reviewed 
the final results as "exceptional and in a 
class of its own!" 

Having owned a successful small business 
in Bremerton, Katie developed a strong work 
ethic and competence in public relations. 
The Land Trust is proud to have someone of 
Katie's caliber available to assist Conserva
tion Director Gordon Scott as we continue 
the important work of preserving Whatcom 
County's natural heritage. 

New Business Partners 

DIS Corporation 

The Bark ley Company 

Businesses Partners become our partners 
in conservation by donating money or 
services to help defray our general overhead 
and operating expenses. Their contributions 
help support the work of our staff, and allow 
us to spend more of our general funding 
directly on land acquisition and preserva
tion projects. 

Mark Your Calendars 
The Land Trust's third annual Great 

Outdoors Auction is scheduled for Saturday 
evening, June 7, 2003 at the Semiahmoo 
Resort near Blaine. Travel, outdoor equip
ment, artwork, access to special places and 
people and lots more await you. Look for 
details in the spring issue. To donate items 
or make advance reservations, call the office 
at 650-9470. 

Winter 2003 - page 2 

Our Invaluable 
Land Stewards 

photo courtesy of Trish Navarre 

What does it take to do the conser
vation work of the Land Trust? Dedi
cated volunteers . For every conserva
tion easement held by Whatcom Land 
Trust (WLT) there is a volunteer stew
ard who takes on the job of being the 
Trust's eyes and ears on the ground. 
Once a conservation easement is 
granted to WLT, the steward becomes 
the liaison between the Trust and the Stewards Pat and Michael Savatgy 

land or property owner. WLT depends on ordinary citizens to succeed in its mis
sion. Being a Land Steward requires: 

1. Willingness to commit up to ten hours per year. 

2. Familiarity with the terms of the conservation easement and how those 
terms look in the context of the property. 

3. Commitment to representing the Land Trust. 

4. Enjoyment in being outside, perhaps bushwhacking or getting wet and muddy. 

Dan Taylor stewards three properties: Zweegman Family Social Club, on Birch 
Point, the Renius Conservation Easement off Chuckanut Drive and Teddy Bear 
Cove County Park off Chuckanut Drive. Since his retirement in 1995 from his job 
as director of the Whatcom County Planning Department, Dan has devoted him
self to family life and volunteering as a board member of the Whatcom County 
Parks Commission. For nearly eight years he has made annual monitoring visits 
to each of these properties. 

At each site Dan walks the property to note any changes that have taken place 
over the preceding year. When applicable, Dan sits down with owners or repre
sentatives to gather news about the land and to cultivate an open dialogue be
tween the Trust and land owners. To complete the annual process, Dan files a 
monitoring report with the Land Trust, which becomes a part of the permanent 
property record. 

The Zweegman Family Social Club is a privately owned retreat on the tip of 
Birch Point with a cluster of simple cabins, a community hall and huge old west
ern red cedars perch cliff top above a wide gravel beach. Dan lets Marlin Hendricks, 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 

Newsletter Editorial Team · 

Design and Layout · · · · 

· · · · · · · · · Carl Batchelor, Rod Burton, 
Katherine Freimund, Trish Navarre 

· Donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Contribut ors · · · · · · · · · · Barbara Francis. Katherine Freimund, Rand Jack, 
Bob Keller, Chris Moench, Trish Navarre, Gordon Scott 

Volume 12, No. 3 · Winter, 2003 The Steward ie; publiehed quarterly by 
Whatcom Land Truet P.O. Box 6131 Bellingham, Waehington, 98227-6131 

printed on recycled pa per with vegetable-based inks 



the family's local contact, know when he intends to monitor 
the property, even though he doesn't need to be present. Dan 
walks the property, noting and taking photos of any changes. 
He also goes down on the beach, which isn't critical to the 
monitoring, but is a spectacular place. The whole visit, in
cluding the drive to the property, takes about 90 minutes. 
Occasionally Dan will also be contacted by the property 
owner to observe and document an activity that may affect 
the conservation easement, such as limbing of the gigantic 
cedars on the Zweegman place. Dan photographed the limbs 
being removed and added those photos to the archive, pro
viding documentation that is critical to maintaining ongo
ing and clear communication. 

Manager Steve LeCocq helps Dan monitor Teddy Bear Cove 
County Park where they follow a switch back trail down the 
steep wooded slope below Chuckanut Drive to the bea~h. "Moni
toring is a good excuse to get down there. It's such a beautiful 
place, but I don't usually take the time to go otherwise:' 

Pat Savatgy and his brother Michael are partners in a busy 
carpentry business while handling the responsibilities of 
parenting (Pat) and playing banjo (Michael) in a music 
group that travels. Still they take time to steward the Kenny 
Creek Bald Eagle Night Roost Conservation Easement and 
the Canyon Lake Creek Corridor Conservation Easement 
(which they simply call "The Gorge"). 

Their homes are strategically located on 20 acres between 
Land Trust property on the North Fork of the Nooksack River 
and the Kenny Creek Conservation Easement. Pat and 
Michael hike this area several times a week for exercise, 
which works for monitoring, too. Here they can watch the 
activities of Crown Pacific, the timber company that owns 
the land that includes the easement. They can easily observe 
the activities of the eagles feeding on the banks of the 
Nooksack and flying to their evening roosts in the 
mountainside forests. When the salmon are running they 
have counted as many as ninety eagles along the river. 

The Gorge conservation easement, a steep sided creek val
ley running out of Canyon Lake Creek in the Canyon Lake 
Creek Community Forest, is very difficult to access. Pat and 

~O ESC RO W COMPAN,ES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

Michael usually monitor from the vantage of the logging 
roads and clear cuts surrounding the easement. Pat has only 
once attempted the difficult task of walking the easement 
border adjacent to a proposed clear cut area. "It's so steep 
and unstable. But the one time I walked it, the line was clearly 
tagged every twenty feet or so. Apparently Crown wanted to 
be really sure that no mistake was made that violated the 
easement." Why is Pat a steward? 'Tm not as involved with 
the Trust as I would like to be, so I'm grateful to be able to 
do this ... there is real satisfaction in being a steward." 

Michael sees WLT properties as real enhancements to the 
neighborhood. He hopes that someday his land will host a 
conservation easement that will link the Kenny Creek roost 
with the Trust's river land. The land, the eagles, the fish and 
the forests all live together. "I would hate to think that I am 
the last generation to have this:' - Chris Moench 

Land Stewards and 
the properties they monitor 

Sarah Bakke ...... Nesset Farm, Overby Farmstead 

Carl Batchelor ........ Hegg Memoria l, White Deer 

John Bower ....... ARCO Heron Reserve, Terrell Creek 

Lauralee Brakke ......... Clark's Po int 

Mark Johnson .. .... Miller Farm, Leaf Light Farm 

Sara Hill ...... Ansley, Korma n 

Steve lrving ...... Kelsey 

Karen McMains ........ Pigeon Point, Chuckan ut Rocks, Eliza 

Island, Carter Point , Lum mi Rocks 

Kraig Olason ...... .Smith, Maple Beach 

Andy Ross ......... Chase Mueller 

Pat and Michael Savatgy ......... Kenny Creek Eag le Roost, 

Canyon Lake Creek Corr idor 

Larry Simkins .. ...... Canyon Lake Community Forest 

Dan Taylor ..... Renius, Zweegman Social Club, Teddy Bear Cove 

Chuck Timblin ........ St remler, Niewendorp, St reets 

Bill and Sarah Watts .. .. .. .Squ ires Lake, Brinn Trai l 

Multi-Sport Endurance 
Challenge Brings in Land 
Preservation Dollars! 

On September 14, 2002 the Bellingham Traverse, a race 
involving mountain biking, road biking, running, sea 
kayaking, and trekking, helped raise money by collecting 
pledges for local environmental organizations. Over $900 
was raised for the Whatcom Land Trust by this event! Thank 
you to all of the athletes who took part in the race! 
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Where There's a Will, 
There's a Way ... 

Every year thousands of people die 
without a will, leaving to others the 
decision of how to distribute their as
sets. However, some people sit down 
and carefully consider how to divide 
their resources among their family 
and various charitable organizations, 

such as the Whatcom Land Trust. This 
year some of our supporters have 
called, written or talked to a staff 
member to let us know that the Land 
Trust is included in their wills. One of 
those individuals is Barbara Francis, 
who penned this short essay .... 

Bequests - Barbara Francis, guest editorial 
Three years ago, after moving back to Bellingham I needed to 

update my will. 
Naming the Whatcom Land Trust as a beneficiary in my will was 

an easy decision. Taking time out of my schedule to actually set up 
an appointment was much harder. 

My story is probably similar to others who lived in Whatcom 
County, moved away and were fortunate enough to return. Being 
able to return to here to live was a dream come true. I had first 
come to Bellingham in 1983 to attend Huxley College of Environ
mental Studies. Majoring in Environmental Education meant that 
all of Whatcom County became my classroom. Like most people, I 
fell in love with the natural beauty of this area. My desire to stay 
and live here, strong as it was, squared off against the challenge of 
finding work. Living on the East Coast and in the Midwest fueled a 
strong desire to return to Bellingham. 

In 1999 the dream became reality. Although Whatcom County 
has grown and changed significantly in the last 20 years, I still find 
much joy in exploring and a deep appreciation for healthy wild 
places. I believe to preserve and protect this rare region is para
mount. At present I am able to donate money and volunteer time to 
the Land Trust. I want to do more. By including WLT in my will I 
am able to give back to the land even after I'm gone. 

Back to our Roota 
continued from page one 

pho to b y M ark Bergsma, courtesy of Farm Friends 

Holmquist Hazelnut Orchards. 

After farmers are accepted into the 
Purchase of Development Rights Pro
gram, the Land Trust will negotiate the 
sale of development rights with the 
farmer. We will hold each Agricultural 
Protection Conservation Easement 
jointly with Whatcom County and will 
have primary responsibility for admin
istering the easement and monitoring 
and enforcing compliance with its 
terms. The County will compensate the 
Land Trust for these services, with 
most of the money going into an Agri
cultural Easement Monitoring Fund to 
insure that we have resources to meet 
our monitoring and enforcement re
sponsibilities. 

After a long wait, the Land Trust is 
returning to its agricultural roots, 
grown from seeds first planted on 
Main Street in Lynden. While we will 
still be working hard to save wildlife 
habitat, open space and recreational 
land for public enjoyment, we will be 
putting fresh energy into our new part
nership with Whatcom County to pro
tect working farms as a resource for all 
of us now and for those who follow us. 

-Rand Jack 

Water Resources 
Consul ting, LLC 

CGK WOR.DSMITH 
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Islands in the Stream: 

Heath, Schumann & Parker-Kuromiya 
This fall and winter the Land Trust increased habitat protection along the 

North and Middle Fork Nooksack through the addition of 42.5 acres of wild 
river frontage, ephemeral gravel bars, native riparian forest, and meandering 
side channels. These newly protected habitats are some of the most diverse and 
ecologically productive lands in the Nooksack Basin. The properties are located 
along the Nooksack Confluence Zone, a wildlife corridor that links the lowlands 
of the South Fork Nooksack and lower Whatcom County with the upper Middle 
and North Fork Nooksack watersheds. 

Beginning with a 1998 donation of 12 acres from James Roslyn WLT has pro
tected land in this corridor and now has over 250 acres placed in perpetual 
conservation status . The latest conservation properties include 19 .1 acres ac
quired from James Heath and funded by a $10,0DO grant from the Mead Foun
dation, a donation of 5 acres from Leaf Schumann and Louise Granger, and 18 
acres from Paul Parker and Gail Kuromiya . The Heath and Schumann-Granger 
properties are located on a small wooded island at the confluence of the Middle 
Fork, North Fork and Canyon Lake Creek. The Parker-Kuromiya property lies 
along both sides of the North Fork adjacent to the "Forks of the Nooksack" con
servation site near Truck Road. 

photo courtesy of Trish Navarre 

Eagles roost in the trees at the Parker
Kuromiya property. Pictured (I to r) 
are Tyler, Paul, Gail and Koii. 

30-acre wetland saved for S. Fork saltnon 
In the low ground near Acme the 

South Fork Nooksack and the Samish 
River pass close to each other. Some
time in the past, these two rivers were 
joined together and shared the same 
drainage basins, making the boggy, wet 
ground between them difficult for 
early farmers to work. However, these 
same wetlands provide ideal habitat 
for wintering salmon smolts who hide 
under the forest canopy and grow into 
fingerlings before journeying down
river and out to sea. While most of the 
forested wetlands in the South Fork 

Valley have been converted to farm
land, a few of the wettest areas remain 
forested and undrained, providing 
some of the last and best refuge for 
South Fork salmon smolts. 

This summer Whatcom Land Trust, 
with the help of a grant from the State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board, pur
chased 30 acres of forested wetland. 
The property was sold to the Trust by 
Jon Syre, owner of Foxglove LLC, and 
is located adjacent to the 78-acre Roos 
Property, another Land Trust Salmon 
Recovery project. These two projects 

THE ''.A space that inspires, 

uses materials honestly, 

and provides a permanence 

not often found in 

todays throwaway society. " 

CASCADE 

Tom Hyde, a client of ours, 
in Ocean Shores, Washington 

JOINERY 
D ESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF 

0ISTINCT!VET!MBER FRAME HOMES 

360.527.0119 

visit us at cascatkef oineiy.com 

conserve about 70 acres of forested 
wetlands and 1,300 feet of "Airport 
Creek", a seasonal stream. The Fox
glove Property, as the latest acquisition 
is known, also provides excellent for
est cover for the wintering South Fork 
elk herd, and is haunted by owls, 
hawks, and woodpeckers. To date the 
Land Trust, in cooperation with the 
Lummi Nation, Nooksack Tribe and 
Whatcom County Parks has helped 
conserve 621 acres of salmon habitat 
between Acme and Saxon. More acqui
sitions are pending. 
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WLT Annual Picnic Draws Largest Crowd Ever 
WLT's 2002 Annual Picnic drew a large turnout to Silver 

Lake Park in eastern Whatcom County on a gorgeous Sep
tember afternoon .. Volunteers, staff, founding members, and 
families new to the Land Trust visited, feasted and played at 
the potluck, attended by more than 80 people of all ages. 
Salmon was grilled to perfection by Bob Klein, served with 
corn-on-the-cob donated by Loren Monsen and Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, near Nugent's Corner. Storyteller Doug 
Banner provided entertainment while folks gathered round 
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a campfire built in the gazebo's large central fireplace. Tom 
Pratum received the 2002 Land Steward of the Year Award 
for his work as a Land Trust volunteer, as a land donor, and 
for his ongoing work promoting active stewardship in our 
community. Mark and Ellie Anderson also were honored for 
donating 27 acres of important habitat to the Land Trust 
earlier in the year. What a great opportunity to get to know 
fellow Land Trust members while visiting a beautiful part 
of our county! 

Stitnpson Nature 
Reserve Created in 
Lake Whatcotn 
Watershed 

p hoto courtesy of Rodger DeSpain 

On September 17, 2002 the Stimpson Nature Reserve 
was formed through a cooperative effort. Shown signing 
the agreement are: (I to r) Pete Kremen (Whatcom 
County Executive) Doug Sutherland (DNR), Wendy 
Walker (President, WLT), Rand Jack (WLT Board). 



photo courtesy of Chris Navarre 

Art Wolfe at the post-presentation book signing. 

Wildlife Fans Flock 
to Art Wolfe Slide 
Presentation 

On October 12, 2002 fans of Art Wolfe turned out to see 
slides featuring images from Art's latest book The Living 
Wild. The slides were accompanied by the interesting sto
ries on how each slide was taken by Art Wolfe himself as he 
tried to create a snapshot of global wildlife in the year 2000. 
The renovated theater at Bellingham High Scool provided 
an intimate setting for the event, co-sponsored by Village 
Books. Art Wolfe donated his time, as well as a percentage 
of his books sold that night, to the Whatcom Land Trust. 

Take Stock Now ... 
Donations of assets like stock often provide an excellent 

way to support the Land Trust and also may provide certain 
tax advantages . Be sure to contact your financial advisor 
before making your decision. If you would like to donate 
appreciated stocks to the Whatcom Land Trust, please con
tact the office at 650-94 70 for transfer information. 

New WLT Website Feature 
Now it's easier than ever to become a member, purchase a 

gift membership, or make a donation to Whatcom Land Trust. 
Many people enjoy the convenience of paying bills on line. And 
now that same ease can be applied to charitable giving. When 
you visit the WLT website, www.whatcomlandtrust.org you'll 
see a "Donate Now through NetworkforGood" button. Be as
sured that Whatcom Land Trust will receive 100% of your 
donation because, as a registered non-profit, we pay no fe es 
or costs to use this secure site. Accepting gifts online is also 
consistent with our goal of reducing the use of postage, pa
per and staff time. Donors receive immediate records of con
tributions for tax purposes from NetworkforGood. Thank 
you for trying this new way of being philanthropic! 
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Henry Jansen Remembered 
WLT supporter Henry "Hank" Jansen passed away on September 29, 2002. Found

ing board member Hilda Bajema recalls that Hank made the first $300 contribution to 
the Land Trust back in 1984 during an initial campaign to raise $1,000 for printing an 
informational newsletter. Through the years Hank remained aware and supportive of 
the Land Trust's work, referring to founder Rand Jack as "a legend." Henry Jansen re
mains forever a legend in his own right for his remarkable legacy of philanthropy in 
our community. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Pri ces We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

~ .# Whatcom County, Inc. 
• Each Office lndependenlly Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Whatcotn Land Trust Outreach 
Strategy and Public Forutns 

At times the Outreach and Development work of the Whatcom Land Trust speaks to ev
eryone in Whatcom County with our newsletter, brochures, site tours and the book Whatcom 
Places. At other times we sponsor programs that target specific groups such as farmers, 
students, businesses, lawyers, rural areas, major donors, churches, granges or new residents . 

Our winter forms on stewardship and religion were designed to stimulate discussion 
and thought in Whatcom's churches. In doing so, the Land Trust endorses no particular 
religious tradition but seeks to create dialogue on topics of land ethics. We do believe that a 
land ethic is crucial to human survival, but 
we also recognize, as evident in our board of 
directors, that stewardship arises from expe
riences, from mysticism, science, pragma
tism, the arts, or humanistic philosophy. For 
others the source may be theism, polytheism, 
agnosticism, or an eastern religion. 

Whatever the source of an individual's ba
sic philosophy, the Trust believes that new 
ideas, openness and dialogue are essential for 
sound, long-lasting conservation efforts. We 
encourage all of the community to join in 
such endeavors. 

Public Forums on the Spiritual 
Aspects of Stewardship 

sponsored by WLT 

Jan. 2o • ranet V1;:;,vu;:;,;:;,10n 
Feb. 4 - Film and Discussion 

7pm - Mt. Baker Theatre, Encore Room 
112 W. Champion St., Bellingham 

Jan. 30 - Panel Discussion 
Feb. 6 - Film and Discussion 

7pm - Lynden Community Center 
401 Grover, St., Lynden 
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Stitnpson Reserve: for Generations to Cotne 
story begins on back cover 

Washington University, and the 
State Department of Natural 
Resources. 

photo: Rand Jack 

The Land Trust sold a wa
tershed conservation easement 
and a recreational use ease
ment over the donated 116 
acres to Whatcom County. The 
Land Trust used the proceeds 
to add an adjoining 80 acres 
purchased from the Trillium 
Corporation and to set up a 
fund to develop and manage 
the property. Western Wash
ington University donated two 
small but critically located par
cels to the Land Trust, land that 

Master trail builder Russ PFeiffer-Hoyt discusses the new trail with Stimpson siblings Jane 
Bremner (far left) and Susan Trimmingham. Behind Russ is Susan's daughter Erin Trimmingham. 
On Erin's back is her daughter Zo. Between Erin and their mother Ina Clark, daughter-in-law of 
Stimpson sibling Mary Rivkin (not pictured) are Maya and Wiley Seckinger. 

had been acquired through the heroic 
efforts of Professor Herb Taylor. In Sep
tember 2002, the Department of Natu
ral Resources signed an agreement 
making the 138-acre Lake Louise 
Natural Resource Conservation Area a 
part of the Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve, and turning over man
agement of that property to Whatcom 
County. The County Parks and Recre
ation Department will be in charge of 
the entire 350-acre Nature Reserve. 

Master trail builder Russ Ffeiffer
Hoyt has constructed a 3 mile loop trail 
that skirts a vibrant beaver pond and 
weaves through the mature forests, over 
sandstone ridges and beside assorted 
wetlands of the Reserve. When Russ 
builds a trail, it is not simply a way to 
get you from one place to another. It is 
an invitation to experience nature. In 
planning this project, the Stimpsons, the 
Land Trust and County Parks all agreed 

that this was not to be a park, but rather 
a Nature Reserve, a place to be quiet and 
experience the intricate grandeur of na
ture, a place for children to discover 
what nature is about. 

On October 11 at 11 a.m., you are 
invited to join us there, just outside 
Bellingham on the Lake Louise Road 
immediately north of Sudden Valley. 
Join the celebration, say a word of 

thanks to the Stimpson family ( we 
hope all seven siblings will be there 
from across the country), and after the 
dedication be among the first to walk 
the trail and experience nature at its 
Whatcom County finest. Call the Land 
Trust office (650-9470) or County 
Parks (733-0212) for information 
about parking for the event. 

- Rand Jack 

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS TO THE NATURE RESERVE 

David Evans and Associates - Michael Durbin and Gil Laas - parking lot design and survey 

Strider Construction - Jeremy Strider and Kevin Zender - parking lot construction 

Cloud Mountain Farm - Tom and Cheryl Thornton - plants and landscaping 

Eagle Scout candidate Casey Oswald and members of his troop - construction of trail bridges 

Brooks Lumber - lumber for bridges 

Carlson Steel - rebar for bridges 

Hardware Sales - nails for bridges 

Ace Rock, LLC - crushed gravel for parking lot 

Fourth Corner Nursery - discount on landscaping plants 

Roderick C. Burton -Art & Design - Rod Burton - design of signs 



WLTNe-ws 
Summer Help 
Joe Peabody 

Joe has continued to help out at the 
Whatcom Land Trust, this time as our 
summer intern. Joe researched funding 
opportunities for WLT, and helped to 
organize the welcome home party for the 
Matthews after their bike trip across the 
country. Joe also kept the office running 
smoothly while Katherine was on vacation. 
Joe will be serving on both the Outreach and 
Development Committees this fall. 

Elody Samuelson 
Elody helped out over the last few months 

by organizing and updating the Business 
Partner files, which turned out to be a much 
more challenging task than expected. WLT 
now has up-to-date records on each business 
that has participated in the program. Also a 
volunteer at the Whatcom Council of 
Governments this summer, Elody will begin 
the MBA (Masters in Business Administra
tion) program at Western Washington 
University this fall. 

New Staff Member 
Daniel Morgan joins 
Whatcom Land Trust 
as Development Director 

Daniel Morgan was hired this summer 
after Trish Navarre resigned to take a 
position at North Cascades Institute. Daniel 
started at WLT as a volunteer helping Trish 
exploring Business Partner prospects. When 
Bob Keller learned of her experience with 
event planning and volunteer coordination 
he encouraged the Board to hire Daniel to 
run the 2003 auction. Daniel did a fantastic 
job with the auction, which ran smoothly, 
brought in lots of money, and drew many 
new faces to support WLT. The Board had no 
difficulty offering the job of Development 
Director to Daniel, confident that she will do 
a great job. 

Originally from Colorado, Daniel has a 
degree in Cultural Ecology from Fairhaven 
College, Western Washington University. In 
her spare time she enjoys hiking, camping, 
watercolor painting, and continuing her 
research in ecologic cosmology. She loves the 
sense of community in Whatcom County, 
and is thrilled to be working on preserving 
the areas that make this place so special. 
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

Wilma Totten 
"I am in awe of all the things Wilma has done in her 

life. Her organizational ability is a great help to Whatcom 
Land Trust." - Rod Burton, Outreach Committee chair 

You may have met Wilma Totten staffing the Land Trust display. She is in charge 
of coordinating the volunteers who staff the table, and regularly takes a shift her
self. Wilma currently serves 
on the Outreach Committee, 
but her relationship with 
WLT goes back many years. 
In fact, Wilma attended that 
first meeting in the basement 
of Dutch Mothers Restaurant 
in Lynden in 1983 when the 
Land Trust was first orga
nized! She says she went to 
the meeting because she did 
not want to see Whatcom 
County turn into another 
Issaquah, which was farm
land when she lived there as 
a child and is now almost completely paved over. 

photo: Rod Burton 

Wilma did not become heavily involved with the formation of WLT in the early 
1980's because she was busy helping to form another group: The Literacy Coun
cil. She was one of the founding members of The Literacy Council, and worked 
there for 13 years before retiring. Since her retirement she has volunteered for 
the Land Trust in a variety of ways, from serving cider at the Eagle Park opening, 
to helping out with numerous newsletter mailings. 

When asked why she volunteers at the Land Trust instead of other organiza
tions, she replied that helping WLT was one of the most important things she 
could do. WLT has loved having Wilma on board because she is so reliable- if she 
says she will take care of something, consider it done! - Katherine Freimund 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 

Newsletter Editorial Team . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carl Batchelor, Rod Burton, 
Katherine Freimund 

Design and Layout . . . . . . . . . Donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Contributors . . . . . . . . Katherine Freimund, Rand Jack, Katie Knight, 
John Matthews, Daniel Morgan, Joseph Peabody, Gordon Scott 
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''Fund an Acre'' Donations 
Preserve Valuable River Habitat 

Supporters of Whatcom Land Trust raised over $5,000 at this year's Great Outdoors Auction for the purchase of 11 acres 
of pristine river habitat on the Middle Fork of the Nooksack. Each year at our annual auction there is a special section called 
"Fund an Acre." In the past years the proceeds from this section have been set aside for use when special acquisition oppor
tunities arise. This year several months before the auction we were approached by a landowner who wished to sell his 

undeveloped river property to the Trust so it 
would be conserved. After searching for ways 
to fund this acquisition we decided to go to our 
annual auction and ask our supporters to fund 
the purchase of the property. On the night of the 
auction 90 Land Trust supporters raised $5,200, 
and on July 8, 2003 we completed the purchase. 

The newly acquired river tract is called the 
Bajema Property, named after Gerald Bajema, the 
property owner. The parcel sits aside the Middle 
Fork Nooksack, just upstream from the 
confluence of the Middle and North Forks. Large 
cottonwoods and spruce form the overstory of a 

photo. Gordon Scott healthy riparian forest. The Nooksack elk herd is 
The 11-acre Baiema Property is home to elk, eagles and others. known to frequent the site. Bald eagles feed along 

the river during the winter and at night roost just across the valley on the Van Zandt Dike. During fall and winter spawning 
salmon dot the river bars. The Bajema Property is a classic site for the conservation of salmon, eagle and elk. The process of 
protecting the Bajema property is also a good example of how Whatcom Land Trust can facilitate protection of our natural 
heritage by bringing together willing landowners and conservation supporters. 

- Gordon Scott 

THANK YOU! to all who donated to "Fund an Acre"--
Elizabeth & Peter Beglin 
Joan Bird 
Terry Bornemann 
Stephanie & Rich Bowers 
Kai Bretherton 
Bob & Janice Carmichael 
Joan Casey & John Watts 
Laurie Caskey-Schreiber 

& Tom Schreiber 
Steve & Page Chance 
Wallace & Mildred Clark 
Will Davis & Laura Brown 
Peter & Katie Denooyer 
Tim & Joanne Douglas 
Chris Foss & Foster Rose 
Richard & Nancy Geer 
Kelly & Gladys Haggerty 
Don & Joann Hanesworth 

Kathryn Hannowell & Tim McMurry 
Jim Hansen 
A.C. Hitch 
Bob Keller & Pat Karlberg 
Cindy & Bob Klein 
Maggie Kriger 
John Maier 
Maurice & Nicole McCaig 
Jacqueline McClure 

& Mark Henderson 
Elaine & Mike McRory 
Chris Moench 
Daniel Morgan 
Gib Morrow 
Mitch & Laurie O'Halloran 
Erin O'Rourke & Matthew Wright 
Janet Ott & Joan Ketjam 
Patricia Otto & David Wisner 

John Richardson 
Ken & Corrine Roos 
Les & Kathy Rounds 
Scott Schumann & Joan Swenor 
Janet Simpson 
Harry Skinner 
Jeri Smith 
Tracy Spring & Albert Snow 
Lori Thompson 
Hal Thurston & Mary Swenson 
Carletta & Burton Vanderbilt 
Trent & June Vigor 
Tim & Alice Volwiler 
Geraldine Walker 
Wendy Walker & Carey Bacon 
Ken Wilcox & Susan Kroll 
Elsie & Richard Zarnowitz 
Coenraad & Barbara Zielstra 
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Traverse Teains Join Together to Support WLT 
On September 13, 2003, 

two Whatcom Land Trust 
teams ran, mountain biked, 
road biked, sea kayaked, and 
trekked for the 2nd annual 
Bellingham Traverse. The 
Traverse is an endurance 
multi-sport challenge that 
simulates the life journey of 
salmon. Soloists, tandem and 
relay teams compete in a 
6-leg course that demon
strates the urban and natural 
challenges that salmon face 
in their journey. 

group photos courtesy of Ashley Gianinetti 

The Traverse raises funds 
and awareness for local envi
ronmental groups, such as 
Whatcom Land Trust, that are 
working to minimize the im
pact humans place on the 
Earth and consequently the 

Our Traverse teams: "Land Pres" and "Wonders of Water." Standing (left to right) 
Andrea Hood, Krista Gordon, Christina Maginnis, J. Gordon, Craig Funston, Katie 
Knight, Joe Peabody, Francie Gass, Sitting: Chris Moench and Michael Durbin 

salmon. Participants raise a minimum entry fee of 
$75 through pledges and 3/4 of the value of those 
pledges are donated directly to the environmental 
group of their choosing. 

Whatcom Land Trust was the environmental 
group chosen by over ten teams which raised thou
sands of dollars. Two of those teams were put to
gether by WLT to support our mission to preserve 
farms, forests, and parklands for future generations. 

Francie Gass and J. Gordon started the race running 6 miles 
from downtown Bellingham to Lake Padden. After their gru
eling uphill run, they passed off to mountain bikers Christina 
Maginnes and Katie Knight who rode for 6-miles through tech
nical single-track surrounding Lake Padden. Krista Gordon 
and Craig Funston took the baton from there, riding road bikes 
for 16 miles to Lake Sammish and back to Arrroyo Park where 
they passed off to trail runners Joe Peabody and Andrea Hood. 
Joe and Andrea ran the interurban trail for 3 miles down to 
Marine Park, where Chris Moench and Michael Durbin took 
off in a double kayak to Chuckanut Rocks and back. The final 
trek involved all ten teammates running, jogging, walking, and 
laughing all the way to Boundary Bay Brewery. 

The WLT teams were in great spirits when they found out 
they were not the last team to cross the finish line. This called 
for celebration including high-fives, hugs, and beers at 
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Boundary. Over $600 from their pledges will go directly to 
Whatcom Land Trust. Thank you to the teams for making 
this a fun day! 

Thank you to all who donated their pledges to support 
WLT teams including: race participants, friends and fam
ily, and the American Alpine Institute. A special thanks 
goes to Traverse organizers for making this happen and in
cluding Whatcom Land Trust. They tell us Whatcom Land 

Trust will be receiving about 
$4,000 from pledges. We 
look forward to next year! 

- Katie Knight 

Michael Durbin, Chris 
Moench and Barbie. 

photo: Katie Knight 



Our Cycle Adventure for Whatcom Land Trust 
My wife Stacie and I have been riding tandem for 

about 14 years. We have enjoyed numerous overnight 
tours, cross state tours and an eleven day journey from 
Astoria, Oregon to San Francisco, California. Over the 
last couple of years, since our trip to San Francisco, we 
have yearned for a bicycle tour that would be long 
enough to separate ourselves mentally and emotionally 
from our daily tasks and stresses. We were looking for a 
trip that would require physical fitness, develop a sense 
of material simplicity and allow our cycling to evolve 
into a rhythm of daily mileage consumption. A cross 
country tour fit the bill. 

We are both fortunate enough to have employers that 
were very receptive to the idea of our trip, this isn't to 
say that there wasn't much to work out with our places 
of work, but to our surprise, it did work out! 

We searched routes across the United States that varied 

photo courtesy of John Matthews 

On the road with Stacie and John Matthews. 

from a southern crossing that would be as short as 3000 miles to the longer northern route that was closer to 4000 miles. We 
had spoken to many cyclists who had done cross country tours and researched maps and internet sites in order to develop a 
route that could accommodate our six to seven week schedule. Because of our home location here in Bellingham, it was a 
natural choice to do a northern route from coast to coast from Neah Bay, Washington to Bar Harbor, Maine. 

Our daughters were gracious enough to drive us to Neah Bay for the first of three legs of our journey, Neah Bay to Bellingham 
over three days. The weather began wet and cool but later in the ride and further inland it became warm and dry. Our 
second leg began the next weekend, riding from Bellingham to Twisp, Washington over the North Cascade Highway. This 
was one wet ride, with continual down pour for the two days of the crossing. We returned to Bellingham by car in order to 
work the following week then drove back to Twisp to begin the third and final leg of the trip, Twisp to Bar Harbor. 

From Twisp, we left early on a beautiful, crisp, clear morning, beginning a series of very strenuous days comprising of 
two major pass climbs per day for two consecutive days. The temperatures were hot to very hot with the intake of fluids 
being a priority, reminding each other to drink as the days progressed. In this heat, the purchase of bags of ice became a 
recurrent pleasure throughout the trip, driving our body temperatures down to a degree we could tolerate. 

We had always believed this trip would be strenuous and difficult; it was both of these but was also relaxing and 
simple. The major concerns of the day were food, water and shelter. 

We rose from our beds early most every morning, hoping to be on the bike in time to get miles in prior to the heat of the 
day. The early morning scenes that were displayed before us day after day were spiritual. We were exposed to the majesty 
of Glacier National Park to the homespun magnificence of the western plains of Montana and the Dakotas to the awe
some grandeur of the Great Lakes. The senses of sight, smell and sound were continually bombarded with the natural 
beauty of this country. The friendliness and helpfulness of its people was an inspiration that will not soon be forgotten. 

Stacie and I have experienced an adventure that will be hard to duplicate. We are thankful to all who aided us at home 
and across the country. We are thankful to our daughters for their support. We are thankful to the Whatcom Land Trust 
to allow us to develop the trip as a fund raiser. But most of all we are thankful to be able to return home to the most 
beautiful place of all, Whatcom County. 

- John Matthews 
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Volunteer Opportunity in 
Land Manageinent 

We are looking for one or two long
term volunteers to work with our con
servation staff and board members in 
maintaining the properties we own. 
The task includes completing a man
agement inventory of the thirty-eight 
properties. This would involve visiting 
each property to assess the kinds of 
management the Land Trust should do. 
Many will not require any attention 
beyond an annual monitoring visit. 
Some will need attention: Fences, 

gates or signage installed or trash re
moved for example. The volunteers will 
then help to identify the top priority 
projects and undertake their comple
tion through organizing volunteer 
work parties. This is a real need of the 
Land Trust that requires volunteers 
willing to commit at least several hours 
each week over several years. The goal 
is to establish a systematic and reliable 
task force to assure that our beautiful 
conservation lands are maintained in 

the best ecological health possible. For 
further information please contact 
board member Chris Moench, 734-
9472, dancingdog@nas.com. 

ConocoPhillips Donates Funding 
for Canyon Lake Creek Bridge 

A $15,000 donation from 
ConocoPhillips will support bridge 
construction in the Canyon Lake Creek 
Community Forest, jointly managed by 
Western Washington University, 
Whatcom County Parks and Recre
ation Department, and the Whatcom 
Land Trust. 

Bridge construction is estimated to 

begin in summer 2004. Six miles of trails 
currently wind through the forest that 
includes 700 acres of old growth trees, a 
40-acre lake and five streams. 

Whatcom Land Trust led preservation 
efforts in 1992 when a business began 
plans to log the area. Forestry experts es
timated its trees were between 800- and 
1,000 years old. The trees were saplings 

at the time of the Crusades and mature 
when Columbus sailed to this continent. 

The Paul G. Allen Forest Protection 
Foundation, an anonymous donor, 
Whatcom County Council and private 
donations provided the $3.6 million to 
purchase the 2,300-acre site. The Can
yon Creek Community Forest opened 
to the public in 1999. 

Annual Picnic Festivities 
On Sunday, September 28, WLT staff, board members 

and friends met for our annual picnic, held at Hovander 
Park in Ferndale. Bob Klein was unanimously elected to 
grill the salmon again this year. Joe's Garden provided corn 
on the cob, and everyone went all out providing delicious 

side dishes and sumptuous desserts. Flip Breskin got ev
eryone involved with songs. Ed Stone and Michelle 
Schraeder, long time Land Trust supporters and easement 
donors, were given the Land Steward of the Year award. 
Roger DeSpain was given the Distinguished Conservator 
award for his support of WLT while Director of Whatcom 
County Parks, a position he retired from earlier this year. 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 
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Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwilling@telaomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 



We will tniss Mike Ryan on the Board 
We deeply regret the resignation of Michael Ryan 

and offer him our heartfelt gratitude for his invaluable 
service to the Board and its Development Committee 
over the past five years. During a critical period when 
the amount and complexity of WLT finances increased 
by orders of magnitude, Mike provided essential fiscal 
direction and leadership to the organization. Through 
his efforts we have created an investment program, 
enlisted sound external oversight, modernized our 
accounting procedures and retained an excellent 
bookkeeper. Mike also encouraged our first CPA to join 

Great Outdoors Auction 
A "Wild" Success 

Thank you to everyone who made our 3'd annual fund
raising auction a great success. It was the combined efforts 
of donors, guests and volunteers that made it such a spec
tacular event! We auctioned off over 200 unique items and 
rose over $45,000. Perhaps the greatest benefit for the 
Whatcom Land Trust was the chance to gather 300 of our 
best supporters in one place for a marvelous evening of fun 
fund raising! Hold the date: Our 4th annual Great Outdoors 
Auction will be held on Saturday May 15, 2004 at Mount 
Baker's White Salmon Lodge. 

CGK WOR_DSMITH 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 

www.cgkwordsmith.com 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

/ 

the Board. Mike actively supported our Development 
Director while bringing valuable business perspectives 
to bear on WLT operations, fundraising, and conserva
tion programs. Waycross Investment, his firm, was one 
of our first Business Partners. He always added a 
diversity of viewpoint, voice and vision essential to any 
healthy organization. 

We anticipate that Mike Ryan will continue to 
collaborate with the Whatcom Land Trust in the 
future, for which we remain most grateful. 

-Whatcom Land Trust Board of Directors 

Final Tour-November 15 
We have had an overwhelming response to this year's 

tours, with many of them filled well in advance. Our last tour 
of the year will be Ann Eissinger's slide presentation and 
walk around the BP Heron reserve, scheduled for Saturday, 
November 15th at 1:00 p.m. Please call the office at 650-9470 
to register and to get directions. 

This summer two of the tours to Canyon Lake Creek Commu
nity Forest had to be cancelled when the road to the area closed 
because of the high fire danger. The road was reopened Septem
ber 15, and we are working on rescheduling the tours this fall. 
Note: both tours were full, with waiting lists, so we are not 
taking additional registrations for these tours. 

Best Chance for Hot Bagels 
Before 8:30 a.m. 

Beat 
the 
Rush 
Hour 

lf6Ml 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Join Us for the Dedication 

Stiinpson Nature Reserve Opens 

photo: Rand Jack 

Three generations of Stimpsons on the new Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve trail. (left to right) Sisters Jane Bremner and 
Susan Trimmingham, Maya Seckinger, granddaughter of sister 
Mary Rivkin (not pictured), Zo and Sophie Dixon, granddaugh
ters of Susan, and Erin Trimmingham, Susan's daughter. 

At 11 o'clock on October 
11 rh three generations of 
Stimpsons will gather to help 
dedicate the Stimpson Fam
ily Nature Reserve, a timeless 
public treasure made pos
sible by the Stimpson family. 
In the fall of 2000, seven 
Stimpson siblings donated 
116 beautiful acres in the 
Lake Whatcom Watershed to 
the Whatcom Land Trust. 
This act of generosity be
came the catalyst for a com
munity partnership that cre
ated the Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve - a partner
ship of the Stimpson family, 
the Whatcom Land Trust, 
Whatcom County, Western 

continued on front cover 



the 

Steward 
Volume 13 Number 1 Newsletter of the Whatcom Land Trust, Bellingham, Washington Spring 2003 

Caring for People and Land 

Lake Whatcom Treatment Center 
o/ ity in the Lake Whatcom Watershed. The property 

is adorned with mature forests, streams and sand
stone caves. 

To obtain funding from a mental health bond 
issue, the Treatment Center ( then the Blue Canyon 
Foundation) signed an agreement in 1978 with 
Whatcom County. The County supplied about one 
third of the money to build the million-dollar 
Agate Bay facility and the Treatment Center bor
rowed the rest. Under the fifty-year agreement, the 
Treatment Center took full responsibility for con
structing, operating and maintaining the facility, 
but Whatcom county retained an option to purchase 
the facility and surrounding two and a half acres 
for one dollar in 2028. To buffer its mental health 
operations, the Treatment Center subsequently 
expanded its property from the original two and a 
half acres to the current seventy-five acres. 

Last year Rick Dudley approached the Land Trust 
about the possibility of a conservation easement on 

photo. Rand Jack the Treatment Center property. In the course of con
Rick Dudley in the mature forest on Treatment Center property. 

versations, this agreement with the County surfaced. 
The Lake Whatcom Residential and Treatment Center 

is a remarkable organization. Under the resourceful direc
The County's 2028 purchase option was a concern to the Treat
ment Center's volunteer board of directors. 

tion of Rick Dudley, the non-profit 
Treatment Center provides mental 
health services to the seriously men
tally ill. It cares for 350 people, about 
half of whom are from Whatcom 

"This is a no brainer. It supports the vital work 
of the Treatment Center and protects the watershed 
-at no cost to the County." 

County. Sixty-seven patients stay at 
the Agate Bay residential facility. Others, who can be more 
independent, live in five small apartment buildings in 
Bellingham owned by the Treatment Center. For many years 
the Treatment Center has provided this extraordinary pub
lic service to the seriously mentally ill and the community 
of Northwest Washington. 

The Treatment Center has recently granted to the Land 
Trust a conservation easement protecting a strategically 
located seventy-five acres surrounding its Agate Bay facil-

- County Executive Pete Kremen 

Given the invaluable public service rendered by the 
Treatment Center and the County's interest in protecting 
the Lake Whatcom Watershed, the Land Trust approached 
the County about participating in a three-way transaction. 
Under our proposal, the county would give up its 2028 
purchase option in return for the Treatment Center grant
ing a conservation easement to the Land Trust. 

County Executive Pete Kremen's reaction was quick and 
continued on page 3 



WLTNelVs 
Keller and Karlberg Easement 

WLT board member Bob Keller and his 
wife Pat Karlberg have signed their fourth 
conservation easement with the Skagit Land 
Trust. The easements protect wildlife habitat 
on private land east of Marblemount near 
North Cascades National Park. The 44-acre 
property, containing many species of birds, 
fish, mammals and trees, has 3,900 feet of 
frontage on the Cascade River. 

Use of the Keller/Karlberg Kabin can be 
bid on at the WLT Great Outdoor Auction, 
June 7th at Semiahmoo Resort. 

Thanks to Business Partners 
Between January and April of this year, 

these Business Partners have contributed to 
the Trust: 

BP Cherry Point Refinery 
Bellingham Cold Storage 
The Barkley Group 
ConocoPhillips 
Louis Auto Glass 
Pacific Surveying & Engineering, Inc. 
Ross McClure Cornwall, Architects 
Skagit State Bank 
Stewart + King Partnership 
These organizations, and many others, are 

partners in conservation by donating money 
or services to help defray our operating 
expenses. Their contributions allow WLT to 
spend more on land acquisition and 
conservation. 

Erika Stroebel joins Whatcom 
Land Trust Board of Directors 

Born in Bellingham, Erika received her 
undergraduate degree in 1993 from Huxley 
College. Erika left the area for her Master of 
Science degree in Applied Ecology and 
Conservation Biology from Frostburg State 
University in Maryland (1997). She has been 
on the Board of the Whatcom Center for Early 
Learning for the past three years, and is a 
Planner in the Water Resources Division of the 
Whatcom County Public Works Department. 

Erika brings her educational background 
to the Board, as well as her professional 
experience in watershed management and 
water resource protection. "We have an 
incredible array of natural resources in 
Whatcom County, and I look forward to 
being part of a group that helps protect 
some of these special areas for future 
generations to enjoy:' She likes to hike, play 
and coach soccer, and be in the outdoors. 

Spring 2003 - page 2 

Volunteer Profile 

Joseph Peabody 

"Joe is very reliable 
and consistent. He has 
volunteered in many 
diverse ways. He's been 
a big help to me." 

- Bob Keller, chair, WLT 
Development Committee 

Joe Peabody came to Whatcom 
County from Rapid City, South Dakota 
in 1998 to attend Whatcom Commu
nity College. It was at WCC that he 
heard of an opportunity to volunteer 
at the Whatcom Land Trust. Joe signed 
on right away, working with Board 
member Bob Keller with outreach and 
fundraising events. 

Two years later Joe transferred to 
Western Washington University as a 
junior. He continues to volunteer with 
WLT on a regular basis, including 
regularly visiting stores that sell our 
book, Whatcom Places, to be sure their 
inventory was adequate. 

In the fall of 2002 Joe broadened his 
commitment to the Land Trust by 
working at the office, and helping with 

photo courtesy of Joe Peabody 

such events as the recent forums on faith 
and stewardship. Joe has become a 
member of the Outreach Committee, 
and you may see him staffing the dis
play at places like the Farmers' Market. 
Joe will also be helping with the Great 
Outdoors Auction this year taking pic
tures, and helping out during the day of 
the event. 

Joe is an example of volunteers who 
make the Land Trust such a successful 
organization. His ongoing dedication, 
and his willingness to do whatever 
needs doing make him a valuable as
set. We hope to have his help for years 
to come. 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 

Newsletter Editorial Team · · · · · · · · · · Carl Batchelor, Rod Burton, 
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New Acquisition Helps 
South Fork Chinook Habitat 

Salmon love big trees, especially 
when they shade streams and keep 
water temperatures cool. Salmon also 
like it when big trees fall into rivers and 
make good hiding places for young 
fish. For thousands of years before hu
mans showed up in Whatcom County, 
salmon co-evolved with big trees in old 
growth forests alongside our rivers and 
streams. This year in January, with the 
help of a state grant, Whatcom Land 
Trust acquired 76 acres of riverfront 
forest along the South Fork Nooksack 
near Saxon. 

The Land Trust purchased three 
parcels of forestland along the river 
from the Pt. Blakely Tree Farms LLC as 
part of a Salmon Recovery Grant. The 

newly acquired properties protect 
about 1.5 miles of riparian forest: ma
ture conifers, Douglas fir, cedar and 
hemlock. Large cottonwood, maple and 
alder are clustered on lower bottom
land areas. Local residents note that elk 
are often seen in the woods, resting 
and feeding. In a few places on the 
newly acquired lands the Lummi Na
tion, our partner in the project, will 
plant additional conifers to augment 
forest habitat. 

To date, the Land Trust has helped 
protect 700 acres of salmon habitat 
along the South Fork, encompassing 
nearly 6 miles of riverfront between 
Acme and Skookum Creek. These for
est lands are set like brilliant green 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Old growth snag on Pt. Blakely tract 
is an indication of the size of the 
next forest. 

diamonds along the silver necklace of 
the South Fork. 

Lake Whatcom Treatment Center continuedfrompage1 

to the point. "This is a no brainer. It supports the vital work 
of the Treatment Center and protects the watershed-at no 
cost to the CountY:' (The right to purchase a then fifty-year
old building in twenty-five years has virtually no present 
value.) In January, the County Council unanimously ap
proved the transaction. The new agreement leaves the county 
with a right of first refusal at fair market value on the entire 
seventy-five acres, subject to the conservation easement and 
only if the Treatment center stops providing social and men
tal health services. 

One of the side benefits of this transaction was our op
portunity to work with Rick Dudley and his dedicated board. 
Rick is a committed environmentalist whose life reflects his 
convictions. However, several on the board might not label 

themselves "environmentalists:' The board clearly under
stood its primary obligation to protect the right of the Treat
ment Center to use its property to serve the mentally ill. This 
obligation guided the drafting of the conservation easement. 
At the same time, under Rick's leadership, the board recog
nized the importance of protecting the watershed. At a meet
ing where the board unanimously approved the deal, one 
member reported that he had not slept much the night be
fore. "I wrestled with this thing one way and then the other 
all night. Then, when I woke up this morning, I knew what 
was right." 

What was right was to add another good deed to the ex
emplary community service of this wonderful group of 
people and the remarkable organization they guide. 
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Habitat Preserved on Ten Mile Creek 

Ed Stone and Michelle 
Schraeder Donate Valuable 
Conservation Easement 

If you are a duck, a fish, or a sala
mander in central Whatcom County 
you'll want to reserve a place at Ed Stone 
and Michelle Schraeder's beautifully 
restored habitat for wildlife along Ten 
Mile Creek. Not only would you find 25 
acres of wetlands, ponds, meandering 
streams and quiet forests, you can rest 
assured that this native habitat area will 
remain forever wild. That's because Ed 
and Michelle donated a perpetual con
servation easement over their 25-acre 
property to Whatcom Land Trust in 
December 2002. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Throughout its meandering way Ten 
Mile Creek is receiving a habitat re
make thanks to the help of many car
ing landowners. Nowhere is this effort 
more evident than on Ed and Michelle's 
place. Just a couple of years ago Ten 
Mile Creek was an arrow-straight, 
grass-choked ditch. With the help of 
the Whatcom Conservation District 
Ten Mile Creek now wends and bends 
across the newly conserved property, 
flowing through a large rearing pond 
before continuing its travels towards 
the Nooksack. Thousands of young 
trees and shrubs have been planted 

Restoration in process at salmon rearing pond on Stone/Schraeder property. 
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along the banks of the newly formed 
channel to give shade to salmon that 
return each year to the property. The 
salmon will also find several large log
jams placed in the creek to give their 
small fry protection from heron, king
fishers and other natural predators. 

Thanks to Michelle and Ed's vision 
of a healthy Ten Mile Creek the birds, 
fish and mammals of central 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

Whatcom County will find a small ref
uge in our growing community. This 
should come as no surprise really, 
since Michelle and Ed are local ani
mal doctors and the caring owners of 
Mountain Veterinary Hospital on the 
Mt. Baker Highway. The birds, fishes 
wildlife and people of Whatcom 
County say "thank you." 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 

CGK WOR.DSMITH 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwiJling@telcomplus.net 
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Success Brings New Detnands 
15 years of organizational growth without professional 

help in fundraising, the obligation to manage nearly 50 par
cels of land, pay for office space and staff, and a desire to 
increase our membership, led the Development Committee 
to recommend creating a full-time position devoted to 
fundraising and community relations. To that end we hired 
Trish Navarre in the late summer of 2001. We were fortu
nate in finding a person considered one of the best local 
experts in this business. 

$30,000 in the black-the basic bottom line test for any de
velopment officer ( this does not count a $75,000 bequest). 

Despite an economic downturn following 9 / 11, Trish has 
increased our Business Partners from 33 firms to more than 
50. Last year's Great Outdoors Auction, which she managed, 
increased the previous year's net income by 50%. After ten 
months with Trish on the job, our annual budge~ finished 

In the process she brought in new, enthusiastic volunteers 
and built good will in the community. And despite that bot
tom line dollar sign, fundraising is mainly about meeting 
and liking other people. In this Trish excels. So it is with re
gret we report that Trish resigned from the Trust in April in 
order to accept a position with the North Cascades Institute. 
Our consolation is that, ultimately, NCI and WLT share the 
same goal: to inspire a sense of place while transforming 
our society's relationship with forests, rivers, topsoil, ani
mals, wetlands, and the magnificent North American 
continent. We wish her well. 

Stories Build Sense of Place 
Remember the fun and excitement 

of being held spellbound by a really 
great story? Members of the 
Bellingham Storytellers Guild recre
ated this kind of experience for audi
ences in storytelling events in support 
of the Whatcom Land Trust. 

The stories, told at the Ferndale Li
brary and the Bellingham Senior Cen
ter, were connected by themes of a 
sense of place and an appreciation for 
the natural heritage of our community. 

In Ferndale the teller was Marie 
Honrud. Marie Honrud 's grandparents 
homesteaded in Whatcom County and 
both sides of her family are listed in the 
early History of Whatcom County. Her 
great-great grandfather was a store
keeper in the early days of Ferndale 
and ran the Mayfield Mercantile. 

Marie's stories dealt with local his
tory. She told about how her grand
mother first came to Ferndale and 
about Phoebe Judson, the mother of 
Lynden. She also told about Blanket 
Bill Jarmon and ended with a tale of 
Dirty Dan Harris and a grand piano. 

Brian Lee Flowers wove the en
chantment for the audience at the 
Bellingham Senior Center. His stories 
ranged from his early memories of 
growing up the Whatcom County to a 
cautionary tale about adopting a griz
zly bear named Oscar. 

Land Trust volunteer board mem
ber Rod Burton was on hand during 
the storytelling events to answer ques
tions about the Trust. The events also 
coincided with the placement of the 
Land Trust display at the locations. 

THE ''A space that inspires, 

uses materials honestly, 

and provides a permanence 

not often found in 

today's throwaway society." 

CASCADE 

Tom Hyde, a client of ours, 
in Ocean Shores, Washington 

JOINERY 
DESIGNERS ANO BUILDERS OF 

01ST!NCT!VET!MBER FRAME HOMES 

360.527.0119 

visit us at casccidejoili'erycom 

photo courtesy of Brian Lee Flowers 

Brian Flowers weaves a tale. 

The most recent event happened as 
the Steward was in production. On 
Tuesday, May 13 at 12:30 Marie Honrud 
told her stories of early settlement. The 
storytelling was at the Lynden Com
munity Center 

We would like to thank the 
Bellingham Storytellers Guild for their 
support of the mission of the Whatcom 
Land Trust. Their stories help build 
stewardship and a sense of place in the 
people of Whatcom County. 

Best Chance for Hot Bagels 
Before 8:30 a.m. 

Beat 
the 
Rush 
Hour 

I 
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Craver Cleanup Continues 
In the spring of 1999, Ernest Craver 

gifted 105 acres to the Land Trust to pro
tect his families' land from subdivision 
and development. Under agreement with 
the Land Trust, Ernie lived out his re
maining years on this land until his death 
last August. 

photo: Katie Knight 

While Ernie was still alive, we began to 
restore the prime forest habitat located on 
the gently rolling upland that comprises 
his property. By 2000, the Land Trust had 
overseen the plantingo of 20,000 seed
lings of Douglas fir, Western Red cedar, 
and Western Hemlock. In 2002, a Land 
Trust volunteer removed 87 vehicles from 
the property. 

The clean-up 
With Ernie's death, WLT began restoring 

WCC crew member Erik Logsdon-Hughes and crew chief Frank Corey 
watch Land Trust volunteer, Dennis Vander Yacht, load the metal 
recycling dumpster. 

the portion of the property where he lived, to its natural state. 
This clean-up project is a first for the Land Trust. Thanks to 
some key individuals, a laundry list of chores has been ac
complished. 

Carl Batchelor, a WLT board member, arranged to have 
several abandoned vehicles removed and contributed to the 
hands-on clean-up effort that began this winter. Mark 
Beckwith of Beacon Tire helped us remove some 300 tires 
from the property with a free-haul donation; Sanitary Ser
vices Company donated $3,000 worth of dumpster hauls; 
and Z-Recyclers hauled several metal recycling dumpsters, 
free of charge. 

Who's filling the dumpsters'? 
A Washington Conservation Corps crew led by Frank Corey 

of the Department of Ecology has been responsible for the 
hands-on labor necessary to restore Ernie Craver's property 
to its natural state. The WCC crew is committed to getting this 
property cleaned up. On rainy days this winter, they showed 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 
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up ready to work, filling dumpsters, separating garbage, 
recycling metal and wood, and sorting out any hazardous ma
terials. The crew also loaded all 300+ tires onto trucks and 
helped move some 60+ appliances out of the woods. 

Loading the appliances into the metal dumpster took the 
help of Dennis Vander Yacht and his excavator. Denny hap
pened upon the Craver site one day when he came to help a 
friend remove an abandoned vehicle off the property. Denny 
had no idea what he was getting himself into when he agreed 
to help us load appliances into the metal dumpster. We sat 
back, amazed, to witness the efficiency and grace of his 
machine compared to our slow and clumsy maneuvering of 
the appliances. 

Denny returned to help us with the "big stuff;' donating 
50% of his labor and time. What a gift! With his excavator, 
Denny has demolished three of the four trailers, crushed a 
burned up bus that was on the property, and loaded several 
vehicle and trailer frames. Tim Lockerby came out with his 
acetylene torch to donate his services, cutting up large metal 
frames too big for Denny to move. 

Restoring the land 
to its natu ra I state 

The clean-up phase of the restoration is nearly complete 
and a forest will soon cover the land where Ernie once lived. 
The effort has been daunting, but on a recent day as the 
WCC crew completed handpicking a large area where two 
trailers once stood, an eagle flew overhead. Frank called 
out with a smile, "wildlife returns." 



Great Outdoors Auction 
continued from page 8 

and exciting presentations for your pri
vate parties, and celebrity dinner 
guests. And let's not forget the llama 
hike and art excursion! 

Out of a desire to foster connections 
throughout Whatcom County, we will 
hold our 3rd annual auction in Blaine, at 
Resort Semiahmoo. A quick twenty
minute drive from downtown 
Bellingham, Resort Semiahmoo fea
tures a spacious ballroom, fantastic ca
tering and a relaxing atmosphere. In 
addition to fresh salads, three entree 
choices and fine wines from Salishan 
Vineyards and the Fairhaven Market, 
dinner will be accentuated by an auc
tion of irresistible desert delights from 
kitchens throughout the county. 

The most wonderful thing about 
the Whatcom Land Trust's annual 
auction is not the delicious food, the 
beautiful location or even the auction 
items. The most wonderful thing 
about this special event is the people. 
The Great Outdoors Auction is a place 
for our members to catch up with old 
friends and meet new ones. 

We hope to make the trip to 
Semiahmoo for the auction as convenient 
as possible. With rooms at the resort 
available at a special rate and comple
mentary shuttle service from Bellingham 
provided by Bellair Charters, we hope you 
find it a trip worth making. 

For more information visit our 
website at www.whatcomlandtrust.org 
or call our office at 360-650-9470. 

From Bellingham 
to Bar Harbor, Maine----by Bike! 

The Whatcom Land Trust will sponsor a 3,500 mile tandem bike trip across 
the country by John and Stacie Mathews of Bellingham. Our members and 
supporters will pledge pennies, nickels and dimes per mile, with all proceeds 
coming to the Trust as Stacie and John pedal across the USA, ocean to ocean. 
Everyone can join this amazing, adventurous couple in spirit-and effortlessly 
promote land conservation at the same time. 

Watch for details! 

Bell~ngham Traverse: Sweat for Stewardship 
This year's Traverse will be held Saturday, September 13, 2003 . The race starts 

at the Farmers' Market. There are six legs: a 6-mile run, 6 miles of mountain bik
ing, 16 miles of road biking, a 2.5-mile trail run, a 6-mile sea kayak paddle, and a 
2-mile trek. The race finishes in front of Boundary Bay Brewery. Individuals, tan
dems, and teams may compete, with 75% of the money raised by each team going 
to the "spawnsor" (a local environmental organization) . Last year's race netted 
over $900 for the Whatcom Land Trust as a designated "spawnsor:' 

The Land Trust will also participate in the Eco-Expo, a fair of local environ
mental organizations, which is held near the finish as the race is occurring. 

Online registration for the Traverse begins June l, 2003. People interested in 
participating on a Land Trust team should contact Katie Knight at 650-9470. 

Wood Stone Hosted Event Honoring 
Our Major Donors and Supporters 

This year's event to honor our Business Partners, major donors, and long-time 
supporters was moderated by Chuck Robinson at Wood Stone on Friday, April 25. 
The film Creek Story was presented, with local filmmakers Dan Hamill and Sukhi 
Sanghera on hand to answer questions after the showing. Executive Chef Frank 
Milward graced the guests with hors d' oeuvres and desserts made in Wood Stone 
ovens. Tony's donated coffees and teas, and Zemel's Foods donated food for the 
event. It was a fun evening. Thanks to all who attended! 

HENDERSON BOOKS a li'Mil1' "'T'" Whatcom County, Inc. 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

• Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WLT." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Great 
Outdoors 
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June 7, 2003 marks the date of our third annual Great 
year's auction is shaping up to be a memorable event on all accounts. With the success 
of last year's auction, which raised over $40,000 for land conservation in Whatcom 
County, we face the challenge of making this year's event even more spectacular. 

There are many auctions in Bellingham, but no other event can boast such an 
array of unusual items as the Great Outdoors Auction. Where else can you bid on a tour of 
the Mount St. Helens blast zone, explore Germany's Black Forest, convert your vehicle into a 
lean, green biodiesel machine, or learn how to read the subtle signs of the forest with inter
nationally know tracker Joel Hardin? 

Some of the other experiences that will be auctioned off include: guided hiking, back
packing, and kayaking trips by local authors and land activists; gourmet dinners prepared 
by gracious hosts at Wood Stone Corporation and aboard the Tahoma; talented musicians 

continued on page 7 
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Working Together to Protect 
the Lake Whatcom Watershed 

In a rare joint session, the 
Bellingham City Council and the 
Whatcom County Council met May 21 
to accept from the Whatcom Land 
Trust an option to purchase the 369-
acre Olsen Estate Property in the Lake 
Whatcom Watershed. The property is 
located across Lake Louise Road from 
Sudden Valley. The Land Trust ob
tained an option in March to purchase 
the forested property for $819,000. In 
this three-way partnership, the County 
and City own the property together, 
and the Land Trust holds a conserva
tion easement protecting the property 
in perpetuity from development. 

Land Trust president Wendy Walker 
hailed this transition as "the kind of 
cooperation that will be needed if we 
are to protect the watershed" and 
praised the City and County"for join
ing with the Land Trust to take this 
substantial and symbolic step." 

After owning the property for sixty 
years and living there as somewhat of 
a recluse, Leila June Olsen died in 1994. 
She left no will and a long search 
turned up no heirs. Under such cir
cumstances, the property passes to the 
State Department of Natural Re
sources. By law, heirs have seven years 
from the date of death to claim prop
erty. A few months before the redemp
tion period expired, a professional 
bounty hunter located three distant 
relatives of Leila June Olsen. For a 15 
percent commission, he told them of 

Olsen Estate Adds to Watershed Protection 

.. ····'( 

': .. the kind of cooperation that will be needed if 
we are to protect the watershed ... " 

their inheritance. A great grandfather 
had changed the spelling of Olsen from 
"e" to "o;' which had thrown the origi
nal searchers off track. Ironically, one 
of the heirs is named Leila June Olson. 

A court ordered the property re 
turned to the estate, setting the stage 
for the Land Trust to secure an option 
to purchase. This project is exciting for 
a number of reasons: 

• protects one of the largest privately 
owned blocks of land in the Lake 
Whatcom watershed 

- Wendy Walker, WLT President 

• strategically situated near the 350-
acre Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve ( cover story in Winter
Spring 2001 The Steward). 

• provides a great vehicle to demon
strate the power of working 
together with key partners to 
protect an invaluable resource. 
The Land Trust thanks Theresa 

Schrempp, attorney for the Olsen Es
tate, for making this transaction work 
for the Land Trust and the people of 
Whatcom County. 

- Rand Jack 
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Valuable Summer Help 
Katherine Marieb 
Conservation Research 

Katherine Marieb is a Master's candidate 
in a University of Montana Environmental 
Studies Program and a Doris Duke Environ 
mental Fellow. She is working with the Land 
Trust on the Chuckanut to Cascades 
Conservation Plan. Katherine has accom
plished research necessary to move the C-to
C project forward significantly. She has lived 
and worked in and around Whatcom County 
for the past five years, performing wildlife 
biology surveys as well as volunteering for 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance. Her focus in 
school is habitat and wildlife linkages, and 
she is excited about this opportunity. 

Emily Steel 

Public Relations 
Emily Steel, a Western Washington 

University intern working primarily on 
outreach, special events and writing 
projects, is from Gig Harbor, Washington. 
Emily attended Pacific Lutheran University 
for two years where she studied communica
tions. She now studies journalism at 
Western and will graduate this fall with a 
degree in Public Relations, and a concentra
tion in Environmental Studies. Emily 
previously volunteered for the Peninsula 
Heritage Land Trust in Gig Harbor. She 
enjoys living in Whatcom County because of 
its beautiful landscapes, and is happy to be 
part of preserving this natural beauty. 

Land Donor Ernie Craver 
is Remembered 

The Whatcom Land Trust was saddened 
to hear that Ernie Craver passed away on 
August 8, 2002. In 1999 Ernie donated his 
102-acre property along Hutchinson Creek 
to the Land Trust. 

Six months after the donation, the Land 
Trust planted 20,000 tree seedlings to help 
reforest Ernie's land. 

New Look for Steward 
Thanks to our new Business Partner, 

Lithtex Northwest, for adding a second 
color to the Land Trust Newsletter as part of 
their donation of printing the Steward. 
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Retired ... but Still Working 

Larry Siinkins 
"The crazier the idea, the more excited 

Larry is to do it." 
- Gordon Scott, WLT Conservation Director 

photo · Gordon Sco tt 

Larry Simkins came to 
Whatcom County from 
Port Angeles , Washington 
in 1965 to attend Western 
Washington University. He 
graduated with degrees in 
Urban Planning and Parks 
and Recreation. Though 
now re.tired, Larry worked 
many years for Whatcom 
County Parks as Parks Op
eration Manager. His in
volvement with WLT land 
transactions that turned 
into county parks inspired 
Larry to become a Land 
Trust member in 1994. 

One of many loads of vehicles Larry Simkins had 
removed from property on Hutchinson Creek. 

Larry has dedicated countless hours 
to volunteer projects with the Land 
Trust. He has led tours of Land Trust 
properties, and has been involved with 
the 2001 and 2002 Great Outdoors Auc
tions. He is also the property monitor 
for Canyon Lake Creek. 

Recently Larry was asked to take on 
a massive project, removing approxi
mately 80 to 90 vehicles from the 
Craver property on Hutchinson Creek. 
The two-month project consisted of 
extensive planning, and required coor-

dinating the auto recycler, the owner, 
and various agencies. This was not the 
average project for a Land Trust volun
teer but Larry's "can do" approach 
made the difficult project seem simple. 

Larry always enjoys his time work
ing with the Land Trust and looks for
ward to more adventures in the future. 
Ongoing support from volunteers like 
Larry Simkins plays a significant role 
in making the Land Trust such a suc
cessful organization. 

- Emily Steel 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 
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A Man of His Word (the fossil is back!) 
On June 13, a cloud of dust could be seen moving very 

slowly up the road to Canyon Lake Creek. Upon closer in
spection the dust was actually following a flatbed truck with 
a giant six-ton slab of rock strapped to it. But this was no 
ordinary rock, for it contained a SO-million-year-old fossil 
palm frond, removed from the site back in the fall of 1998. 

Before closing the sale of the 2300-acre Canyon Lake 
Creek Community Forest, Crown Pacific, past owner of the 
Canyon Lake Creek Basin, removed the fossil from the prop
erty and placed it in front of the company office in Hamilton. 
Russ Paul, regional manager for Crown Pacific, promised to 
return the fossil. True to his word, on June 13 Russ Paul re
turned the fossil to its home. Russ contributed greatly to the 
success of the Community Forest Project and continues to 
be an invaluable asset in these transactions. 

Because of the careful driving of trucker Henry Robel do 
and the excavator artistry of Doug Bumgarner, the ancient 
fossil is now receiving visitors about 150 yards up the trail 
from the Community Forest parking lot. 

- Rand Jack 

photo: Rand Jack 

Doug Bumgarner and Henry Robe/do pose before the 
fossil they carefully replaced on the Canyon Lake Creek 
Community Forest trail. 

A Work in Progress 
Canyon Lake Creek Community Forest, jointly owned 

and managed by Western Washington University and 
Whatcom County continues to stir interest and support: 

• Featured in the May 2002 issue of Sunset Magazine 

• Highlighted in July 6 Bellingham Herald cover story 

• Awarded a $2,000 grant from Phillips Petroleum to 
be used for signage at the trailhead 
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Going Once, Going Twice ... From tours to t urtlB a 
purchases promote pr, 

Sold! 
Whatcom Land Trust held its sec

ond Great Outdoors Auction June 1 at 
the Bellwether Ballroom. Great food, 
good company and the generosity of 
many caring people made this auction 
an enjoyable and successful event. The 
auction sold out with 300 people at
tending on a sunny summer evening. 

Holding the yearly auction helps the 
Land Trust heighten community 
awareness of the Land Trust mission 
and increases enthusiasm and support 
for land conservation. With the "out
door" theme in mind, many individu
als and businesses donated their time, 
talents, services and money in support 
of the Land Trust. 

"People have such generosity and 
love and value Land Trust work so much 
that they give of themselves;' said Trish 
Navarre, Development Director. 

Auction items ranged from land 
scape art to outdoor hikes to gourmet 
dinners. A focal point this year was 
al972 vintage Volkswagen Super 
Beetle, which was part of Barbara 
Smith's estate left to the Land Trust. 
The sporty little yellow car was driven 
away by successful bidders Bob Tho
mas and Kathy Hughes. 

The auction outcome was remark
able. The Land Trust netted over 
$40,000, bringing in $12,000 more 
than last year's auction. 

Thank you to all our dedicated vol
unteers, to those attending and to the 
countless number of people who do
nated items and activities to the auc
tion. The Land Trust is grateful for your 
support and generosity. 

- Emily Steel 

photo: Trish Navarre 

Kathy Hughes, President of SMC, a , 
maker of outdoor equipment, with 

her Great Outdoors Auction V\N, 
parked outside the company's 

Ferndale manufacturing site. 

AUCTION DIVIDEND 

Hutchinson Creek 
Wetland Preserve 

Using proceeds from the 2001 Great 
Outdoors Auction Fund-a-Site and 
Fund-a-Salmon, Whatcom Land Trust 
purchased 40 acres of prime habitat on 
Hutchinson Creek. The $5,100 in auc
tion revenue served as a match for a 
$23,500 Department of Ecology 
Coastal Protection Fund grant. 

Hutchinson Creek is one of the larg
est tributaries to the South Fork of the 
Nooksack River and is an important 
spawning and rearing area for salmon 
and steelhead. The Hutchinson Creek 
Watershed is also an important winter-

ing area for the Nooksack elk herd. 
Flowing crystal clear over fine 

gravel beds, Hutchinson Creek crosses 
the property through a mature forest 
of cedar, spruce, hemlock, Douglas fir, 
alder, maple and cottonwood. Inter
cepted by two smaller streams and sur
rounded by a seven -acre wetland, 
about half of the property has been 
logged and replanted with Douglas fir 
seedlings. 

The forest cover, water quality and 
gravel beds combine to make this ex
ceptional habitat. Eagles, elk, bear and 

Water Resources 

Consulting, LLC 

CGK WOllDSMITH 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 
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Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwil1ng@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 

www.cgkwordsmith.com 



1/ptures ... 
;ervation 

pho to: Janet Boyhan 

Run With A Purpose 
Saturday, Sept. 14, the Whatcom Land Trust will host a table at 

the Eco-Expo as part of Bellingham Traverse, a multi-sport endur
ance challenge. The Land Trust is one of several environmental or
ganizations that can be designated to receive pledges earned from 
the Traverse. 

Kim Martin, of Wood Stone Corp., 
enioying one of Janet Boyhan's 2001 
llama expeditions, a hot item at this 
year's auction. 

The race begins at the Bellingham Farmers Market and includes 
a 6-mile run,4-mile mountain bike stretch, 16-mile road bike stretch, 
2.5-mile trail run, 6-mile sea kayak paddle, and finishes with a 2-
mile trek ending at Boundary Bay Brewery. Show your support for 
local environmental organizations by registering for the race, or by 
visiting the Eco-Expo and cheering on local athletes who are rais
ing money and awareness for a better world. 

To register, visit www.BellinghamTraverse.com, or call WLT at 
650-9470 for more information . 

smaller animals also frequent the site. 
Fred Ossewarde, from whom the Land 
Trust purchased the site, has observed 
elk calving there. All of this makes the 
Hutchinson Creek Wetland Preserve an 
ideal addition to the Land Trust SEE 
(Salmon, Eagle, Elk) Project. 

This preserve adds an important 
piece to the Land Trust's regional con
servation program, protecting natural 
ecosystem processes in the South Fork 
of the Nooksack Valley. The property 
is less than a quarter mile upstream 
from the 101-acre Craver property. 
Above and below where Hutchinson 
Creek intersects the South Fork, the 
Land Trust has protected and restored 
habitat along 4 miles of the South Fork 
and over 523 acres . A project to ac
quire an additional 150 acres in the 
area is underway. 

... i 
Mt. Bakery Hwy. 5 
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The Land Trust very much appreci
ates the support and help of the De
partment of Ecology in making this 
purchase possible. The Hutchinson 

THE 
CASCADE 

JOINERY 

''.A space that inspires, 

uses materials honestly, 

and provides a permanence 

not often found in 

today's throwaway society. " 

DESIGN ERS AND BU1LDERS OF 

DISTINCIWETIMBER FRAME HOM ES 

Tom Hyde, a client of ours, 
in Ocean Shores, Washington 

360.527.0119 

visit us at cascadryoinery.com 

............. ~ 

· ....... ~-- .. 

Creek Wetland Preserve will be main
tained in a natural state to preserve the 
site for native fish and wildlife that 
thrive there. - Rand Jack 
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"A Tree-Roots Organization" 
- excerpts from a speech by Wendy Walker, WLT President 

The Whatcom Land Trust is just seven
teen years old. So far, we have protected 
over 6,500 acres of land, much of it in
creasingly rare and valuable ripar
ian and wetland habitat for wild
life, especially wild salmon. 
People have gained recreation 
and open space as WLT helped 
create eight Whatcom County 
Parks. 

What makes the Whatcom 
Land Trust such an effective 
organization? The words 
'grass roots' come to mind, 
but this metaphor doesn't 
have deep enough roots. I .. 
think the WLT is a "tree roots" '\ .. ··· 
organization, with roots that go 
deep into our local earth and back 
through time. 

Many of our members and do
nors have lived in Whatcom County 
all their lives. These are the taproots of 
the land trust tree, nourishing and anchor
ing our efforts with a deep and abiding 
sense of place. 

Others of us came here later in our lives. 

~O ESCROW COMPAN>ES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 
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We are the lateral, newer roots that help 
stabilize and bring other nutrients to the 

organization as we reach broadly for 
new sources of energy, skill, fund

ing and commitment. 
And our staff, too, are roots, 

but they also function like my
corrhizal fungi, symbiotically 
working with the roots to help 
supply water and nutrients to 
this vigorous, healthy western 
red cedar of a land trust. This 
is the Land Trust which I 
have great hopes of still 
working for when I'm eighty, 

. and my children and grand
.. children after me ... 

So thank you, to all you thick 
and strong and vital roots of the 

Land Trust! We couldn't keep grow
ing and thriving without you! 

Spread the Word 
The Land Trust is building a cadre of cheerful table 

staffers who greet visitors at events where our infor
mational table is displayed. Training is provided on 
how to set up the table and handle questions about 
the WLT. Table staffers work in pairs, and will be 
matched with a more experienced volunteer. There are 

some "on-the-job" training opportunities in September. Vol
unteers are needed for 2-hour shifts on the following dates: 

• Wednesdays from 3-7 at the Fairhaven Farmer's Market. 

• Saturday, Sept. 14 at the Eco-Expo, from noon to 6 p.m. 
(We may also have a booth at the Bellingham Farmer's 
Market earlier that day) 
Please contact Wilma Totten of the Outreach Committee, 

at 354-1971 ( wtotten@telcomplus.com) if you are interested 
in helping in September or any other time. 



Popular Tour Series Continues Through Fall 
TOURS SCHEDULED FOR FALL Guided tours of Land Trust properties 

are excellent opportunities for members to 
get a closer look at special places, some of 
which are not otherwise open to the pub
lic. Tour guides know the properties inti
mately and offer a learning experience 
members would miss visiting these sites on 
their own. Participants will be able to see 
and understand why the Land Trust found 
each particular site significant to preserve. 

• North Fork Nooksack Tour .............................................................. September 14 

• Stimpson Nature Reserve Tour ...................................................... October 5 

• ARCO Heron Reserve-slide presentation and walk .................... November 2 

Please call early to register, as the tours fill quickly. 

Call for Papers ... 
The Land Trust has deposited many of 
its historic records with the Center for 
Pacific Northwest Studies where they are 
being indexed and preserved. If you 
have any WLT papers, especially before 
1995, please consider donating them to 
the archive. Call the Land Trust office at 
650-9470 or Elizabeth Joffrion at the 
Center at 650-7747. 

Picnic at Silver Lake 
Mark your calendars for the annual membership picnic 

Sunday, Sept 22, 3-6 p.m. at Silver Lake. The picnic is always 
a fun event that provides a time to get together in a casual, 
social setting. Bring your family and friends, and meet other 
Land Trust members. The Land Trust will provide salmon, 
corn and cider. Bring a side dish or dessert for a potluck. 
There will be entertainment and a shelter has been reserved 
in case of rain. Staff and Board Members will answer ques
tions and offer membership to anyone interested in joining. 
The highlight of the afternoon will be the presentation of 
the Land Steward of the Year award in recognition of a mem
ber of our community who has made exceptional and out
standing contributions to the mission of the Land Trust. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

Branching 
Out 

Suspended branches extend out of the gallery doors. 
Shafts of light glisten on forty pieces of finely crafted maple 
wood furniture, revealing the beauty of maple's golden glow. 
All the furniture was crafted from a single Whatcom County 
maple tree . 

Friday Oct. 4, at 7-9 p.m., Land Trust members can meet 
the two artists of The Tree Project at the Whatcom Museum 
Arco Exhibits Building. The exhibition unifies local and 
natural history, resource ecology, environmental art, pho
tography and furniture-making in one tree. 

The Land Trust is pleased to sponsor The Tree Project. 
Connection between the natural environment and the hu
man part in it allows us to travel back 118 years to the birth 
of this tree at the River Farm in the South Fork Nooksack 
Valley near Van Zandt. Through pictures, stories and videos 
we glimpse the history of our natural heritage. 

The concept of The Tree Project emerged from artists 
Andrew Vallee and Wesley Smith's desire to explore differ
ent materials used by artists . They designed the project , 
found as many uses for the wood as possible and worked in 
an environmentally responsible fashion . 

You are invited to join a special after-hours tour of The 
Tree Project and meet these talented artists whose passion 
and creativity produced this inspiring exhibit. Please come. 

- Emily Steel 

...--.._ 

a&, ,, Whatcom County, Inc. 
• Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter. A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313 , Ext. 3040 

E-Mail : juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Wildlife Comes to Whatcom County 
As the southern elephant seal releases a loud echoing squawk, a cloud of steam from his 

mouth rolls over the wet rocks scattered on the shore, only to be cooled quickly by the arctic 
chill. Though it may be just a photo, renowned wildlife photographer Art Wolfe makes this 
creature and many others come to life in his award-winning book The Living Wild. 

Saturday, Oct. 12 at 7 pm in 
the Bellingham High School au
ditorium, internationally ac
claimed photographer Art Wolfe 
will present a slide show featur
ing images from The Living 
Wild. The book includes five 
powerful essays on wildlife con
servation, written by some of 
the world's leading naturalists. 
Books will be available for pur- photo. Art Wo lfe 

chase. The vibrant photos of jaguars, snow leopards, giant pandas, mountain gorillas and 
other amazing animals found throughout the world, will make this an educational and ex
citing event for adults and children alike. 

The event is co-sponsored by Whatcom Land Trust and Village Books. Art Wolfe is a sup
porter of Whatcom Land Trust and its mission to preserve critical habitat and open spaces. 
Admission is $10 for adults and $5 for children (12 and under) and students with valid 
student ID. Tickets at the door or in advance at Village books, located at 1210 11th St. 
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Eagle Haven is New Whatcotn County Park· 
On March 20, the Land Trust trans

ferred to Whatcom County the Deming 
Homestead Eagle Park, the eighth 
county park established through the 

, Land Trust in ten years. This remark
able number of park transfers signifies 
a private/public partnership unusual 
in its duration, level of trust and pro
duction of public benefit. It is a trib
ute to the leadership, openness, com
mon sen.se and good will of County 
Parks Director Roger DeSpain. 

And the quality of the parks is no less 
impressive than the quantity - 700 
acres of ancient forest, two lakes, miles 
of river frontage, 3,000 feet of salt water 
beach, a beaver pond, a pioneer farm 
and miles of forested trails. 

All eight parks have a few things in 
common. For each, the Land Trust ar
ranged the acquisition of the park and 
protects the land in perpetuity. On the 
other hand, the County Parks staff 
does what they do best - plan and 
manage the interaction of people and 
the land. All of the parks feature and 
protect the wonderful natural world of 
Whatcom County. 

Given to the Land Trust by Hank 
and Lorrell Rensink, the Eagle Park has 
been managed for the past two years 
by the Land Trust with the help of 
Land Steward Sara Korman. 

The· Land Trust retains a conserva
tion easement on the Eagle Park.As part 
of the transfer, we also received a 500-
foot wide salmon habitat protection 
easement along 8,200 feet of the South 
Fork of the Nooksack on property given 
to the County by the David Syre family 
in 1993. .. 

Other parks born of 
the Land Trust/County 
Parks partnership in
clude: 

Teddy Bear 
Cove 

Matµre Douglas firs 
and teddy bear sized 
beaches off Chuckanut 
Drive. 

Maple Beach 
2000 feet of flat, sandy 

salt water swimming 
beach at Point Roberts. 

Squires Lake 
A 10-acre lake that is 

surrounded by a trail, 
wetlands and 84 forested 
acres . 

Nesset Farm 

photo courtesy of Gordon Scott 

Stretching for miles 
along the South Fork of 
the Nooksack, the park 
will feature prime river 

Eagles wait at the park for salmon buffet. 

and forest habitat'and a pioneer farm 
now being restored. 

Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve 

This Nature Reserve will total 350 
acres with a beaver pond and wetlands, 
the last old-growth trees in the Lake 
Whatcom Watershed, and a several mil~ 
loop trail through a.richly varied forest. 

Hegg Memorial 
A yet to be developed lakefront 

pocket park adjoining the trail on the 
east shore of Lake Whatcom. . , 

Canyon Lake Creek 
Community Forest 

The 2,300-acre upper Canyon Lake 
Creek basin with trees over a thousand 
years old, dozens of streams, fossils 
and a 40-acre lake. 

Like the Eagle Park, each of these 
parks has its rnst of public-spirited 
characters who helped bring the park 
into being. While eight new parks is 
a good number, the Land Trust/ 
County Parks partnership remains 
strong and fertile. We look forward to 
more offspring. 

- Rand Jack 



WLTNews , 
New Board Members, 
New Officers for Trust 

New Board Members 
The Land Trust would like to welcome two 

new members to our Board of Directors: 

Harte Bressler 
Harte Bressler, a CPA, is one of the three 

shareholders of Metcalf, Hodges & Co. P.S. 
and has been with the firm for all but 
about 10 years since it was created in 
1964. Harte and his wife Jan have two 
grown and married children. Harte has 
been an avid mountain climber and 
outdoor enthusiast since the 60s and has 
been involved with Bellingham Mountain 
Rescue for over 25 years. 

Chris Moench 
Chris Moench served on the Land Trust 

Board from 1990 to 2000, and is now 
returning after a two yearsabbatical. In 
addition to a passion for working with the 
Land Trust, Chris enjoys wilderness hiking, 
kayaking and bad puns. He makes his living 
working clay as the owner of Dancing Dog 
Clayworks. 

New Officers 
At the Land Trust Annual Meeting, held 

January 22, 2002, the following people were 
elected to the Executive Board: 

President;: Wendy Walker 

Vice President;: Cindy Klein 

Treasurer: Mike Ryan 

Secret;ary: Rod Burt;on 
Officers serve for a o~e-year term. We ~re 

lucky to have such dedicated, qualified 
people who are willing to take the extra time 
it takes to serve in these positions. 

Wendy Walker: New What;com 
Land Trust; President; 

Wendy chose the Whatcom Land Trust 
many years ago as a priority for the 
volunteer hours that she commits "to 
improve the world:' She has served on the 
Board for several years and as Outreach 
Committee Chair and helped create the WLT 
book, Whatcom Places. She believes in 
spending her efforts close to home where 
she can make a concrete difference and see 
the results during her lifetime. 
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Volunteer Profile 

Stuart 
Zemel 

"Stuart is an 

intense, hard worker. 

- His computer skills, 

energy, and enthusiasm 

were indispensible at 

last year's auction." 
- Bob Keller 

Stuart Zemel moved to Whatcom 
County in 1989, but he didn't become 
a member of the Land Trust until last 
year, when his cousin Henry Zemel 
gave him a gift membership. Bob 
Keller soon learned Stuart was avail
able, and asked him to work on the 
Great Outdoors Auction of 2001. 
Stuart's work for the auction con
sisted of organizing and inputting all 
of the data onto spreadsheets. After
ward he helped with follow-up and 
thank-yous. No small task, with all of 
the people who helped. on the event. 

Instead of getting burned out by 
these formidable tasks, Stuart was 
only getting' started. Conservation 
Director Gordon Scott recognized 
Stuart's attention to detail, and asked 
him to collect and organize a bibliog
raphy of salmon habitat in the 

photo courtesy of Cinda Zemel 

Nooksack watershed . Stuart praised 
Treva Coe of t_he Nooksack tribe for her 
work in building the initial bibliogra
phy, but it never would have made it to 
the Land Trust shelves without Stuart's 
work. 

With a reputation as an intelligent, 
reliable individual, Stuart continues to 
be in demand. He has been recruited 
for this year's Auction Committee, and 
he has been a-sked to serve on the De
velopment Committee. Stuart said he 
is pleased to serve on both, as the auc
tion is more an ancillary event, while 
the Development Committee will allow 
him to get more involved in Land Trust 
issues and projects. 

It is great that a gift ,membership 
could be the introduction into a wealth 
of support for the Trust. 

- Katherine Freimund 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 
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Anderson Lands 
continued from address page 

tion, and the river is free to meander 
across its floodplain. "This reach of the 
Nooksack has been recognized as one 
of the areas of highest ecological integ
rity in the Puget Sound Region:' re
ported Gordon Scott, Conservation Di
rector for the Land Trust. "Mark and 
Ellie's donation of their riverfront 
property will help maintain this vital 
ecological asset:' he added. 

The Anderson donation also helped 
convince the US Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice to award a sm;ll grant to the Land 
Trust for the purchase of \! neighbor
ing 25-acre property. The donation of 
the Anderson property was used as a 
"match" in the grant application and 
was instrumental in the decision to 
award the grant to the Land Trust. With 
Mark and Ellie's donation, a total of 217 
acres are now conserved between the 
Highway 9 Bridge and the Welcome 
Bridge. The project is a good example 
of the synergy created by harnessing 
civic-minded conservation donations 
with funding sources, 

For Mark, the donation of this prop
erty was something he had always 
wanted to do. "We've had the property 
for a number of years, and I've just 
come to the conclusion that the high
est and best use .of this particular land 
would be habitat conservation," he 
stated. "It is the kind of property that 
is perfect for the Land Trust to take 
care of'+ 

Easy, Direct Actions Help 
The financial support that you have 

given to the Whatcom Land Trust pro
vides much-neede·d help. Your mem
berships support our work protecting 
land in this place we call home. 

In addition, there are other simple 
activities you can do that will help in 
a concrete way. Some examples are: 
Tell your friends abou-t -the Trus-t 

Tell them why you are one of our 
supporters. The larger our base of sup
port, the stronger is our organization. 
Increasing awareness is valuable. 
Have a neighborhood ge-t--toge-ther 

Spread the word about the Trust. 
This doesn't have to be a big produc
tion, just a friendly, casual neighbor
hood gathering. We have an attractive 
and informative table-top display you 
can borrow for your brunch, coffee 
klatch, potluck or whatever kind of. 
event you want to host. We can supply 
you with printed information, and 
help prepare y9u to answer questions. 
A Board or committee member 
should attend your gathering. Call 
Katherine at the office ( 650-94 70) for 
help with arrangements. 

Preserve -the land you know 

If you own land that you would like 
to preserve, contact Conservation Di
rector, Gordon Scott ( 650-9470) to find 
out about options for your property. If 
you don!t own land, but know someone 
who does, tell them about the Trust. 
Thoughtful choices by individuals will 
keep this a great place to live. 

The active efforts of members like 
you make the protection of land for 
future generations possible. 

- Rod Burton 

Dead Cars Removed 
from Hutchinson 
Creek Property 

Whatcom Land Trust volulilteer 
I 

Larry Simkins deserves a big thank 
you for organizing the removal of over 
80 vehicle hulks from a property do
nated to the Land Trust on Hutchinson 
Creek. Overcoming significant logisti
cal hurdles, Larry persevered through 
the snowstorms of March and got the 
cars safely off the property. + 

Chuckanut Conservation Planning 
The Paul G.Allen Forest Protection Foundation announced that it had awarded 

a $50,000 grant to Whatcom Land Trust to produce a conservation plan for the 
Chuckanut-Cascade Corridor. The Land Trust will work with the Skagit Land Trust 
and the North Cascades Corridor Project to identify important conservation op
portunities in the area from Chuckanut Drive to the Twin Sisters Mountain Range, 
the largest and least developed east-west forested corridor from Vancouver B.C. 
to Olympia. Work will begin on the plan this summer. + 
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Herman Miller's Vision and Giftw1 

Honoring Herman Miller (1918-2001) 
The Land Trust Board of Directors adopted the following resolution at their 

meeting January 22, 2002: 

Th~ Whatcom Land Trust was saddened to learn of Herman 
Miller's death on December 5, 2001 . 

Beyond being a founder of the Trust and the donor of our 

first conservation easement, Herman's idealism and buoyant spirit 
inspired all of us who knew him. He personified stewardship- a life 
where everyday an individual acts ethically, out of respect,and love for 

his land. We, and all the residents of Whatcom County will remain 
forever grateful to Herman Miller. 

Herman Miller treasured his 160- mation of a land trust, and elected 
acre farm on the Ten Mile Road. He was 
born there and lived there all his life.As 
he watched farms nearby being subdi
vided, he resolved that his farm should 
remain in agriculture forever. He 
searched for a legal way to protect his 
farm from development, but was told 
that it couldn't be done. When he 
learned that a group of leaders in the 
county were exploring the possibility of 
organizing a land trust in the county, he 
and his wife Diane became involved. 

The involvement of the Millers in 
' the Land Trust and the development of 

their conservation easement followed. 
The following description, drawn from 
board reports, also gives a picture of 
some of the complexities attending the 
creation of conservation easements. 

April 25, 1983- Diane attended a 
meeting of interested citizens who dis
cussed the concept of a land trust, 
voted unanimously to support the for-
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members of an executive committee to 
set up the organization. 

May 19, 1983- The executive com
mittee, of which Herman was a mem
ber, met for the first time. 

February }3 and 4, 1984- A training 
workshop urrder the direction of The 
Trust for Public Land was held on Fri
day night at the home of Henry 
Polinder and all day Saturday at the 
home of Herman and Diane Miller. 

March 7, 1984- At the board meet
ing it was decided that Rand Jack 
would work with the Millers to develop 
a conservation easement for their farm 
and talk with their neighbors about 
conservation easements. 

May 14, 1984--Rand Jack reported 
tbat he and Craig Lee of The Trust for 
Public Land and other WLT board 
members met in April at the Miller 
home with their neighbors to present 
the concept of conservation easements. 

photograph, courtesy of Mark Turner 

Herman Miller, one of the founders 
of the Whatcom Land Trust. 

The Board voted to proceed with 
Herman Miller's request for a conser
vation easement on his farm. 

October 29, 1984- Rand Jack and 
Craig Lee discovered a problem with 
the IRS regarding the tax exemption. 
AMAX's coal rights on 40 acres and the 
state school's mineral rights on the 120 

I 

acres raised problems regarding the 
formability of the land. 

November 19, 1984- Rand Jac-k 
described the terms of the Miller 
easement as worked out by the Mill
ers and Craig Lee, with Rand sitting 
in. One hundred twenty acres will be 
in a perpetual easement; the 40 acres · 
on which AMAX has coal rights will 
be in a different type of easement un
til the lease expires. 

Water Resources 

Consulting, LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360} 734-1445 FAX: (360} 676-1040 



~re Vital to· Creation of Land Trust 
The Millers wrote a cover letter of 

intent to be attached to the easement. 
A motion was made to accept the 

Miller easement with the provision 
that the executive committee be em
powered to make decisions on the de-

' tails. It passed unaminously. 
March 4, 1985- It was reported that 

the AMAX lease on the forty ~cres was 
not a problem because of the way the 
lease was written. 

1 
May 14, 1985- Craig Lee met with 

[)NR representatives to get an agree
ment to limit access to the mineral 
rights they own on the Miller farm so 
as not to destroy the farmability and 
scenic quality of the land. 

December 9, 1985- According to a 
geologist's report the coal is located 
850 feet below the surface so there is 

I 
no possibility of surface mining. The 
DNR can-access the coal through the 
40 acres on which AMAX holds a lease, 
In i::onsu_ltation with lawyers and the 
IRS it was determined on the basis of 
the geologist's report that the easement 
was sound. The easement would be 
completed in two months, 

February 10, 1986- Craig Lee stated 
that the report of the DNR geologist 
indicated that the coal on the Millers' 
property could not be e_xcavated 
by surface mining~ Because the 
farmability and scenic quality of the 
land were assured, the Millers would be 
eligible for tax benefits. 

April 11, 1986- Phyllis Graham pre-

Herman Miller at work on the farm he lived on all his life. 

pared a.clean copy of the easement. It 
WqS signed by Roger Van Dyken for the 
Land Trust and by the Millers and re
corded in the auditor's office. 

It was time to celebrate the comple
tion of the Whatcom Land Trust's first 
conservation easement. 

- Hilda Baiema 

Trust Among Three to Receive PSE Donations 
On Monday, March 25 Whatcom 

Land Trust was one of three organiza- . 
tions to receive a $25,000 donation 
each from Puget Sound Energy. The 
Whatcom Community Foundation and 
the Western Washington University 
Foundation also were awarded grants . 

Puget Sound Energy's new CEO 
Stephen Reynolds distributed the 
checks at a reception held at the Hotel 
Bellwether. Kathy Larson, Corporate Re
lations Manager for the northern region, 
commented, "Steve wanted to make a 
statement about his support for three 
leading organizations that have a strong, 
widespread and positive impact on our 
community. The Whatcom Land Trust 

clearly fits into this category with its 
lopg history of promoting land steward
ship and preserving some of our most 
beautiful p~o'perties:' 

Founding board member Rand Jack 
received the contribution on behalf of 
the organization. He noted that "the 
Trust has a long tradition of encour
aging public and private partnerships 
that result in extensive benefits to the 
community. Puget Sound Energy has 
been a Business Partner with the 
Whatcom Land Trust since 1999. This 
gift exemplifies their generous support 
that enables us to do our work of pre
serving the natural heritage of 
Whatcom County:' + 

HENDERSON BOOKS ''.A space that inspires, 

uses materials honestly, 

and provides a permanence 

not often found in 

today's throwaway society." 

THE 

"JOINE~Y 
Cash Paid for Books 

Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 
Used - Rare - Recent Titles 

35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 
Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay Tom Hyde, a client of ours, 

in Ocean Shores, Washington 

CASCADE 

DESIGNERS ANl) BUILDERS OF 

DISUNcnv:ETIMBER FRAME HOMES 

360.527.0119 
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Great Outdoors,Auction 2002 
"Live beneath your means;' 

quipped a 1960s billboard ad
vertising Volkswagen. Barbara 
Smith's life epitomized those 
words. A Bellingham resident 
since 1959, Barbara had a love, 
respect and an appreciation for 
the natural worla and an abid

ing interest in the lives of children. 
She died in September 2001 leaving 

her estate, including her beloved 1972 
VW Bug, to the Whatcom Land -Trust 
and the Bellingham Puolic School 
Foundation. Smith's Bug- will be auc
tioned at the Trust's biggest fund raiser 
of the year)he Great Outdoors Auction, 
on June 1. 

"She felt strongly about having a low 
impact 6n the earth;' recalls long-time 
friend Carl Batchelor. The bug is a sym
bol of the low-impact lifestyle Barbara 
led and is a reflection of her attitude 
toward life. 

The Bug is bright yellow and in
cludes a ski- rack secured to the back 
bumper. Smith was the only owner and 
the car "has been meticulously main
tained for all 323,000 miles of its life;' 
notes Batchelor. Tony Micik, service 
manager at Roger Jobs Motors, added, 
"Any time the car hiccupped, Barb 
brought it in:' 

At Smith's funeral, the bright yellow 
Bug was parked near the church doors, -
reminding her many friends of the 
strong connection that existed between 
Smith and the car. The Land Trust 

hopes that someone in the community 
who appreciates the beauty and prac
ticality of this vintage car will enjoy 
making a successful bid to become the 
new custodian of "Barb's Bug." Pro
spective bidders may come by the Land 
Trust Office, 98 Central Avenue, to view 
the car or arrange for a test drive in the 
week prior to the Auction by calling the 
office at 650-9470. 

Exciting Donations 
· Many other unusual and unprec

edented items and services have been 
donated to the Land Trust for the auc
tiop,_ "The people who donate to us 
typically are businesses or individuals 
that support the work we do;' said Trish 
_Navarre, development director fo r the 
Trust. Johnson Outdoors gave an entire 

, kayak package-boat, paddles, and life 
jacket. Not to be found at 
any other auction anywhere 
is a day in the field with in
ternationally recognized 
professional tracker Joel 
Hardin, featured in 
Febru~ry's issue of Outside 
magazine. Tours, led by 
some of our county's finest guides, are 
plentiful. You can go on foot, with lla
mas, in a h"ot air balloon or a kayak. 
Options abound at this premier out
door auction event of ,the year. Don't 
miss it! 

P.S. So many people asked why 
Wood Stone is not hosting the 2002 

Mt. Saker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

I 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

Spring 2002 - page 6 

Reserve Nowl 
The magnificent Bellwether 

Ballroom will be the site of this year's 
Great Outdoors Auction. With under
ground parking, the ballroom typifies 
the best in Northwest design and 
affords the perfect balance of excellent 
food, ample display areas, and 
magnificent views of Bellingham Bay 
on a lovely June evening. 

Last year's event sold out, so be sure 
to get your reservation in early. 
Tickets are $42 through May 24 ($50 
tiU May 31) per person and include 

ai~ner, beverage and the opportunity 
to bid in the silent and live auctions. 
County Executive Pete Kremen serves 
as emcee and further information 
about the event and the items avail
able in the auction are listed on our 
website: www.whatcomlandtrust.org. 

auction, that we felt an answer was in 
order. Business is booming and space 
is not available for this type of event. 
Wood Stone's own Chef Frank how
ever, has generously offered one of his 
exquisite dinners for 12, prepared and 
served at Wood Stone, as an item in 
this year's auction. + 

Each Ottice Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with dulie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 



Sharon Digby Lead Land Trust Through Growth 
Excerts from a tribute presented at the Annual 8-_oard Meeting 
Sharon- The three years between know about "in perpetuity" 
January, 1999, when you assumed the but, thanks to you, we cer-
presidency, and today have seen dra- tainly know how to insure 
matic changes in the scope, location, sound stewardship from year 
accomplishments, community profile, to year. Your contribution 
and internal management of the here sustains our ethics and 
Whatcom Land Trust. You guided us our integrity. 
through challenging and demanding Between 1999 and 2002 we 
times, and now hand over the Trust in published nine high quality 
excellent condition to Wendy, your sue- newsletters, ran three fund 
cessor. For this you have the Board's drives, held our first auction-
admiration and gratitude. event, and sold nearly 5,000 

When you joined the Board eight copies of Whatcom Places. 
years ago, the total assets of the Trust Trust membership during your 

photo courtesy of Phy/its Kronenberg were about $30,000 and our operating term nearly doubled from 377 
budget around $5,000, if that. Today we to 707. Business Partners Sharon disQJsses some Trust proiects with 

Nate Kronenberg at the members' picnic. 
handle millions. Your leadership in tripled from 12 to 35. 
making this transition to complex During your term the total number river frontage-over nine miles of 

prime salmon habitat on the Nooksack. bookkeeping and fiscally sound man- of Land Trust· sites has increased from 
agement has been crucial. 33 to 57, the total acreage from 3,600 to In all of its operations, you are leav

ing the Land Trust much stronger than 
before. The entire board thanks you for 
three years of strong commitment, per
sonal time, knowledge, caution, some 
frustratio11s, intelligence, skill, and 
steadfast devotion. 

During the past three years you over 5,000.Again, the significance is not 
have conducted over 70 board and ex- in numbers, but in eacp particular site. 
ecutive committee meetings, plus six What ultimately counts are places like 
annual board and membership meet- the completed Nesset farm,-Canyon 
ings. All Land Trust cpnservation Lake Creek~ the Eagle Park, the 
easements continued to be properly Stimpson Nature Reserve, the expanded 
and soundly monitored. We may not ARCO Heronry. What counts, too, is - Whatcom Land Trust Board 

New Business Partners The Wha"tcom Land Trust; has an annual appre
ciation event; for our Business Partners, major 
donors and long-t;ime supporters. This year's 
gathering is scheduled for Saturday, April 27 
at; Wood S-tone Corporation and will feature 

Throughout its history, Whatcom Land Trust has joined 
with local businesses to achieve mutual conservation goals. 
A half dozen different companies helped acquire Squires 
Lake, which is now a county park. ARCO (now BP) donated 
two conservation easements on 180 acres of land to protect 
a heron colony. Trillium's eagle night roost easement pro
vides a model of creative ecological thinking, and Crown 

CGK WOR.DSMITH 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 

chery ll@cgkwordsmith.com 

360.671.1585 

special desserts, entertainment; by "Woody 
Guthrie" and a brief "St;at;e of "the Trust;." 

Pacific has protected Canyon Lake Creek for two miles be
low its source at the lake. 

With such a positive history of cooperation, the Land 
Trust decided to build further relationships with Whatcom 
County businesses. In effect) these businesses, by donating 
money or services to help defray our general overhead and 
operating expenses,become partners in conservation. The 
companies who have contributed to this program since the 
Winter-2001 issue of the newsletter are: 

• Fibercloud • Peoples Bank 
• Johnson Outdoors • Southstone 
• Peter Paulsen Company Home Inspection 
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Anderson Donation 
Leverages Habitat 
Conservation 

Mark and Ellie Anderson have donated 27 
acres of Nooksack River bottom to the Land 
Trust for conservation purposes. The property, 
rich in habitat diversity and abundant with 
wildlife, is next to 20 acres previously acquired 
with funds from the book Whatcom Places. "The 
land is remarkable. There are sand bars, groves 
of cottonwoods, lots of beaver activity, eagles 
and nice marshy areas;' said Ellie Anderson 

The donated tract is located in the Nooksack 
Confluence Zone, that area of the watershed 
where the North, Middle and South Forks of the 
Nooksack converge and provide critical travet 
corridors for salmon, eagles, and elk. The area 
is an important travel corridor for people too, 
with the Mt. Baker Highway, Truck Road, 
Rutsatz Road and Mosquito Lake Road all shar
ing the valley floor with the river. Fortunately, 
the river corridor is mostly in a natural condi-

continued on page three 

Park Transferred to 
Whatcom County 

photo courtesy of B,I/ Wright 

The Deming Homestead Eagle Park, 
originally donated to the Land Trust 
by Hank and Lorre/I Rensink, is now 
a Whatcom County park. See page 
one for more about this transaction 
and the other seven parks the Trust 
has been instrumental in creating for 
the citizens of Whatcom County. 
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Whatcolll Land Trust Tour Series .,, 

Here is this year's schedule of our popular series of tours and hikes highlighting many of the public parks and private pre
serves conserved by local citizens through the Whatcom Land Trust. The tours are open to the public. A $5 donation per person 
is requested from non-members. Land Trust members may attend the tours free and may register early. , 

Reservations are REQUIRED for all tours, call 650-9470. Name, address, and phone are required for registration. 

Squires Lake Park Tour 
Sat;., April 27 
10 a.m. - noon 

Maximum: none 

Steve LeCocq, Parks Manager, 
Whatcom Co. Parks Dept., will lead 
the tour of this unique "hidden" lake 
in south Whatcom County and will 
describe how the park was created by 
local citizens and its ecology. ' 

Easy to moderate walking; wear 
weather-appropriate gear. 

Please carpool if possible. Parking 
is available for a maximum of 20 

- cars. 
Meet at th~ trailhead on Hwy. 99, 

offof the South Lake Samish Exit 
from I-5. Detailed directions avail
able at time of registration. 

Chuckanut Ridge Hike 
Sat;., May4 
1(? a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Maximum: none 

Steve LeCocq will lead this moder
ate 4 mile hike. This is a great orien
tation to the Chuckanut trail system 
and the new connector from 
Chockanut Crest to the north Lost 
Lake Trail. The hike will continue 
down through Arroyo Park. 

Dress for the weather. Bring a 
lunch and water. 

Meet by 10 a.m. ~t the Highline
Cleator Road overlook. Shuttle 
service will be provided back to your 
vehicle. 

WLT file photo 

Tours are a great family activity; the group pictured is visiting Nesset Farm. 

Uniqu~ H9mesite Tour 
with Dr. Patricia Otto 

Sa-t., May 18 
10a.m. - noon 

Maximum: 12 

Dr. Patricia Otto, WLT Land 
Steward of-the Year 2000, has gra
ciously agreed to give us a very 
personal tour of her private "nature 
r~serve" surrounding lier home in the 
Lake Whatcom Watershed. The focus 
of the tour will be on wildlife and 
habitat restoration. 

Easy to moderate walking. Wear 
boots, be prepared for long, wet 

, grass. 
· Directions available at time of 

registration. 

Nesset Farm Tour, Acme 
Sat;., June 15 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Maximum: 15 

Russ Ffeiffer-Ho:yt will lead an 
exploration of one of our county's 
gems of family history and·natural 
beauty. Participants will learn about 
life on a Norwegian homestead and 
experience beautiful terrain in what 
will soon be a premier public park in. 
the South Fork valley. 

Easy to moderate. Bring a lunch 
for after the tour if you like! 

Carpool from Acme Presbyterian 
Church, Rt. 9, Acme. Last carpool 
leaves at 9:45 a.m. (WLT volunteers 
will assist in carpooling). 



Schedule of Toure - 2002 
WHATCOM LAND TRUST P Q. Box 6131 • Bellingham WA 98227 

Teddy Bear Cove 'trail 
Tour, Chuckanut Drive 

Sat:.., Aug. 24 
10 a.m. - noon 

Maximum: 1 none 
Steve LeCocq will lead a 2 hour 

tour of one of our county's most 
celebrated and historically fascinat
ing parks. Experience a gorgeous 
beach site with beautiful views of the 
San Juans and Clarks Point, unique 
flora and fauna, and a lovely walk 
through the woods. You will also _ 
learn of 'the secrets awaiting in Teddy 
Bear Cove! 

Meet at N.Chuckanut Trailhead 
parking lot on Chuckanut Drive. We 
will walk the interurban trail to 
Teddy Bear Cove, then join the steep 
trail to' and from the cove. 

N. Fork Nooksack Tour 
S~t;., Sept;. 14 
10 a.m. - 1p.m. 

Maximum: 15 
John Thompson, Resoun:e Planner 

for Whatcom County Public Works, 
Ned Currence, Habitat Biologist for 
the Nooksack Tribe, and Gordon 
Scott, Conservation Director for 
Whatcom Land Trust, will guide us 
on a tour of 4 WLT ·properties along 
the North Fork of the Nooksack, 
exploring the river) ecology and 
hydrology. We will see how preserva
tion of the river corridor protects the 
life cycle of native salmon. Stunning 
views of Mt. Baker are a bonus. 

Wear weather-appropriate gear for 
hi,king. 

Me-et at Mt. Baker Baptist Camp 
RV parking lot; detailed directions at 
time of reservation. 

Edward & Catharine 
Stimpson Nature 
Reserve Tour 

Sat:.., Oct:.. 5 
10:0d a.m.- noon 

Maximum: 15 
Gordon Scott will lead this 

exploration of Whatcom County's · 
newest nature reserve. Partici
pants will be among the first to 
learn apout the history and _ 
ecology of this extraordinary 
reserve protecting unique water
shed habitat in the Lake Whatcom 
watershed. 

Moderate to steep hiking. Wear 
weather-appropriate gear for 
hiking. -

Carpool from Sudden Valley 
Gate 1 Park~n-Ride on Lake 
Whatcom Blvd. Last carpool -
leaves at 9:45 a.m. (WLT volun
teers will assist in carpooling) 

ARCO Heron Reserve 
Sat:.., Nov2 
10 a.m. - 1 pm. 

Maximum: none , 
Ann Eissinger, wildlife biolo- , 

gist, will give a fascinating slide 
presentation and talk on great ' 
blue herons with information 
about their life cycle, the habitats -
that sustain them, and her 
observations of life in the local 
heronry. The presentation will be 
follo'."ed by a visit to the heronry 
a short walk away. 1 

Dress for the weather.Wear 
sturdy shoes. 

Call the office for directions to 
_ the meeting place. 

photo courtesy of Brett Baunton, 

Old-growth forest in the Stimpson Nature Reserve. 

360-650-94 70 
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Saving Salmon a Foot at a Time 
48,463 Feet of Nooksack Frontage Protected 

by Rand Jack 

The Whatcom Land Trust has pro
tected 1,250 acres and over nine miles 
of shoreline along the North and South 
Forks of the Nooksack River. The North 
and South Forks are home to all five of 
the salmon species ~ative to the Pacific 
Northwest, in addition to st_eelhead and 
bull trout. Chinook salmon and bull 
trout in these two forks of the 
Nooksack are listed as threatened un-

' der the Endangered Species Act. 
Our 48,463 feet of property along 

the Nooksack are not just any river 
frontage. We have selected footage that 
protects the best-functioning salmon 
habitat available. In response to the 
threat to salmon, the governor's office 
published a;booklet "Extinction is Not 
an Option." The Land Trust takes that 
title seriously. We are working to make 
sure that extinction is 

photo courtesy of Gordon Scott 

Salmon prefer a diversity of habitats like the mix of woody debris and gravel 
bars seen here on the North Fork of the Nooksack. 

more than $4,500,000 in grants and 
property donations from diverse 
sources, to help prevent the extinction 

made two grants to the Land Trust to
taling $1,853,000 to purchase 20,970 / 
feet of river frontage. The County 

not an option in 
Whatcom County. 

Our work to pro
tect salmon habitat 
involves more than 

"Many have wanted and do want to save 
salmon, but few have been willing to accept 
responsibility and bear the costs of recovery.}' 

-Joseph E. Taylor Ill 

Council matched a 
$500,000 private do
nation with $750,000 

from the Conserva
tion Futures Fund. 
And we have even 

just a partnership. In 
an elaborate network 

of organizations, our job is to assess 
habitat, find funding, acquire habitat, 
arrange restoration, and serve as per
petual stewards. To assess habitat, we 
work with landowners, representatives 
oflocal tribes, and State Fish and Wild
life experts.. 

tSince 1997, the land trust has raised 

Making Salmon (An Environmental History 
of the Northwest Fisheries Crisis) 

purchased 20 acres on 
the North Fork with 

?option" from becoming reality. In co
operation with the local office of the 
State Department of Ecology, th€ Land , 
Trust has received $357,000 from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife S~rvice to pur
chase four properties with 7,157 feet 
of North Fork shoreline. The State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board has 

proceeds from the sale of our book, 
Whatcom Places. . 

1'he Land Trust owns 14 properties 
along the Nooksa<.::k and holds conser
vation easements over three others. Six 
of the properties, including the three 
conservation easements, have been 

continued on page 3 



WLTNe-ws 
Local Businesses Help 
Land Trust Many Ways 

We would like to thank the follow
ing businesses for their donations to 
our new office: 

• Jerry Roorda and Steve Bell at 
De Waard and Bode for a microwave 
and a refrigerator. 

• Lou and Cindy Geri at Higher Plane 
for a custom laminate countertop. 

• Galen Casler at Peoples Bank for a 
36" round table. 

• Jim Olson at Blackburn Office Equip
ment for two plastic floor mats. 

• Joanne Taylorsen at Custom Cush-
ions for two cushions. ' 

• Ken Manion at Hardware Sales for 
an office furniture discount. 

• Clayton Lewis at Onvia for eight 
used office chairs. 

• Ellie Gustafson at Tri County Office 
Furniture for an office chair. 

"In-kind" can be as diverse as the 
donation of three retired vans for auc
tion from the American Alpine Insti
tute, to corn from Joe's Gardens for the 
annual picnic. These contributions 
help reduce our expenses, so we can 
spend more on conservation projects. 

New Business Partners 
The James Company, owned by Jim 

Gray, and Evergreen Automotive, 
owned by Don Caffell are the Trust's 
most recent business partners. 

Business parners help support our 
operating expenses. To become a busi
ness partner, contact Trish Navarre 
at 650-9470. 
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Volunteer Profile 

Tom Pratum 

Photo by Sally Hewitt. 

Tom at the property 
he and his siblings 
donated to the Land 
Trust fn 1999. 

Like many p~ople who grow up in Bellingham, Tom Pratum always knew he 
would move back to Whatcom County. He attended college and graduate school 
elsewhere, and worked at the University of Washington for 15 years. 

When Tom's father, Dr. Rolf Pratum, passed away in 1990, he left several prop
erties to his four children. Robin Du Pre, then Conservation Coordinator for the 
Land Trust, approached Torn and his siblings about donating one of the proper
ties to the Land Trust. "That was the first time I had heard of WLT;' said Torn. 
Even though all of the Pratum siblings were in-agreement about donating a 
wooded 14-acre parcel above Lake Whatcom, it took-five years to work out the 
details. 

Several years later, when WLT was recruiting volunteers, Torn recogoized an
other way to help the Land Trust. Because of his work at UW, Torn had all of the 
skills to maintain the WLT website, originally built by students at Western. He 
laughs, "It was something I was already good at, so it seemed like a good fit:' 
While the overall appearance of the website has stayed the same, Tom has added 
maps, routinely updated the text, and has ensured that it runs smoothly. 

To see Tom's work, look up http://www. whatcomland.corn, or simply search 
the Internet for Whatcom Land Trust. The Land Trust is very fortunate to have 
talented people like Tom Pratum donating their time and expertise. Our volun
teers provide invaluable assistance that helps make the Whatcom Land Trust such 
a successful organization. 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 

Newsletter Editorial Team . . . . . . . . . . Rod Burton, Katherine Freimund, Trish Navarre 

Design and Layout ................... Donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Contributing Writers ....................... Kathryn Batchelor, Katherine Freimund, 

Rand Jack, Trish Navarre, Gordon Scott, Bruce Smith 
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Saving a Foot at a Time 
cont,nued from page 1 

donated. Several agencies of Whatcom County, particularly 
the Parks Department and the Flood Control District, work 
with us on acquisition projects. 

We believe that the best way to provide permanent habi-
. tat protection is to own the property. This puts WLT in an 

optimal position to be effective long-term stewards and to 
make sure the habitat is there when the salmon need it. 
Generally, our stewardship philosophy is to let natural eco
logical processes create habitat in a natural way. However, 
where habitat has been significantly degraded, acceleration 
of natural processes is essential if salmon populations are 
to recover. 

Lummi Natural Resources Department, Nooksack Natu
ral Resources Department and the Nooksack Salmon En-

Partners in Restoration 

photo courtesy of Lumm, Natural Resources 

Habitat recovery starts with the simple act of tree 
planting. Steve Solomon from Lummi Nation works on 
the Land Trust's North Fork Eagle property. Whatcom 
Land Trust works with the natural resource depar/ments 
of both the Nooksack and Lummi tribes, as well as with ' 
other groups, in proiects designed to restore critical 
salmon habitat. 

hancement Association are restoring habitat on 190 Land 
Trust acres, by putting wood in streams and planting coni
fers along the banks. These organizations are often our part
ners in grant applications. 

Our most recent habitat purchase is a good example of 
what the Trust is trying to accomplish. With a grant from 
the State Salmon Recovery Board, we bought 395 acres from 
the Trillium Corporation. The land has 11,035 feet of North 
Fork riverfront at the confluence with Racehorse Creek and 
3,960 feet along the creek. The property includes a mature 
riparian forest that keeps wat~r temperatures down, a com
plex wetlands nursery for young fish at the mouth of the 
Racehorse Creek, excellent chum and Chinook spawning 
beds, and a fine spot for bald eagles to dine on salmon that 
have completed their life cycle. Before acquisition by the 
Land Trust, development pressure threatened the habitat 
value of the property. As our partners in the ~roject, the 
Nooksack and Lummi natural resources departments will 
restore habitat on 70 riparian acres . This is the largest and 
most significant salmon-habitat acquisition in the history 
of the Nooksack watershed. 

Gordon Scott, our Conservation Director, has been at the 
center of this habitat conservation effort by the Land Trust. 
He has an extraordinary combination of knowledge about 
the land, salmon and bureaucracy - and ability to make that 
knowledge work for habitat protection. We doubt that any 
other land trust in the Pacific Northwest has been so suc
cessful in protecting salmon habitat. Gordon's work has 
moved us closer, a foot at a time, to removing extinction as 
an option for salmon in Whatcom County. 

Annual Fundraising Cotnes at Difficult Titne 
Every day many kinds of loss play 

out in our communities: the loss of a 
cherished childhood setting, a family 
farm, a forest, a wooded hillside, a view, 
a way of life. 

September 11 marked a significant 
change in the mood of our country. 
Some called it a loss of innocence; oth
ers a time of incomprehensible mad-

ness. The Land Trust debated the pro
priety of mailing our usual appeal let
ter at such a time. So we waited a little 
longer than usual. Mailed out a month 
ago, the response has been slower and 
smaller than in previous years. 

The Fall Campaign provides the 
funds that allow the Land Trust to op
erate: maintain an office, telephone, 

\ 

staff. This is how we do the work that 
must be done. In our county thousands 
of acres of open space, wildlife habitat, 
farmland, forestland, wildlife corridors, 
watershed and shoreline are at risk. 

If you have not yet returned your 
contribution in support of the Land 
Trust's work, please do so today. 
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Barbara Smith's Bequest Will HelJ 
Barbara H. Smith 

1915-2001 

Barbara Smith, as with so many of 
us fortunate enough to live in 
Whatcom County, was here by choice 
and serendipity. Born in Winnipeg, 
Canada, the daughter of the city's Chief 
Constable, Barbara began her aca
demic career at a small liberal arts col
lege in Winnipeg, where she was a 
member of the first class to include 
women. She received a BA from the 
University of Winnipeg, went on to the 
University of Toronto, completing a 
Bachelor.of Social Work, and finally to 
the University of Pennsylvania where 
she received a MSW with special train
ing in family therapy. Her career as a 
social worker and her commitment to 
the well-being of children and families, 
took her first into homes in some of the 
most isolated rural areas of Manitoba, 
and later into the equally needy, urban 
neighborhoods of Baltimore. 

Invited to join the newly formed 
Whatcom Counseling and Psychiatric 
Clinic, Barbara moved to Bellingham 
in 1959. For over twenty years, until her / 
retirement in 1980, she worked as a 
clinical psychiatric social worker help
ing numerous individuals and families 
throughout the county. 

Very soon after her move, she put 
down her roots in Bellingham and 

-
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photo courtesy of Jeannie Hemphill 

Barbara Helen Smith, 85, died Saturday, 
Sept. 22, 2001. A long-time resident of 
Bellingham, Barbara will be remembered 
for her friendships, story-telling, love of 
Spanish and children, birding, and for the 
wooded home she shared with the birds 
and animals. 

As a final gesture of love and dedication 
to her community, Barbara left her estate 
to the Whatcom Land Trust and the 
Bellingham Public School Foundation. 
This gift represents Barbara's deeply felt 
concern for the well-being oj the natural 
world and the children who will inherit it. 
Thank you, Barbara! 

Whatcom County, buying a small home 
on Chuckanut Drive where she lived for 
the next forty years. A few years later 
she became a U.S .' citizen. 

A woman of courage, character, and 
compassion, Barbara was greatly ad
mired by those who knew her and rec
ognized her commitment to the com
munity in which she had chosen to live. 
Countless groups, causes, and indi
vidual people in Whatcom County are 
the better for her presence. She volun
teered for years in schools tutoring chil
dren for whom English was not their 
native language. During summers she 
helped the children of migrant workers. 

The Peace o 

When despair for the world 

and I wake in the night at 

in fear of what my life and 

I go and lie down where the 

rests in his beauty on the 

and the great heron feedt 

I come into the peace of wi/, 

who do not tax their lives 

of grief. I come into the pr. 

And I feel above me the day 

waiting with their light. Fe 
I rest in the grace of the ~ 



, to Preserve the Land She Loved 
She gave of her time to the AAUW, the 
League of Women Voters, the Audubon 
Society, and the Chuckanut Community 
and Firefighters Association, to name a 
few. An active member of the First Con
gregational Church, Barbara realized 
that building community meant not 
only giving of yourself but also support
ing wholeheartedly and taking advan
tage of the efforts of others. Where 
people came together to do something 
of value or interest, Barbara was there 

: Wild Things 

irows in me 
he least sound 
ny children's live§ may be, 
rood drake 
vater, 

'things 
tith forethought 
sence of still water. 
blind stars 
·a time 
1r/d, and am free. 

· Wendell Berry 

I 

not only to encourage and support but 
to enjoy what they had done. She took 
classes in yoga and tai chi, learned to 
cook French cuisine from Bob Mead and 
prepared the most delicious meals for 
her friends. She studied Spanish with 
Virginia Addis, writing out wonderful 
stories for others to enjoy. She was an 
avid student in the Academy for Lifelong 
Learning and other continuing educa
tion programs, stimulating thought
provoking discussions with her friends 
based on what she had learned. She pa
tronized the arts, and frequented the 

Farmers Market. Barbara walked the 
Interurban and Greenways trails almost 
daily. For years she kayaked and joined 
cross country ski trips with the city and 
county parks departments. She accom
panied Terry Wahl on every possible 
bird outing. Squires Lake, a Whatcom 
Land Trust property, became one of her 
favorite bird-watching spots. 

Barbara cared enough to make a 
lasting gift to her community in sup
porting the work of the Whatcom Land 
Trust-the final gesture of a lovely and 
canng person. 

Make a Lasting Differellce 
with An Estate Gift 

Help preserve the peace of wild things with an estate gift to the 
Whatcom Land Trust. We will use your gift to fulfill our mission of 
preserving important wild places in our beautiful county for the 
enjoyment of future generations of people, plants and animals. 

An estate gift to the Trust qualifies for a charitable estate tax deduc
tion. A gift can be of a parcel of land, a specific amount of money or a 
percentage share of an estate. 

You can direct in your will that a conservation easement be placed 
on property after your death, to limit future development and protect 
natural qualities. If the estate is so large that it would be subject to 
estate taxes, and the easement reduces the market value of the prop
erty, the gift may help reduce or avoid those taxes. 

If you need assistance or ideas, contact the Whatcom Land Trust at 
650-9470 and we will be pleased to meet with you. 

Water Resources 

Consulting, LLC 
Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 

and Escrow Services Since 1967 Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwilling@telcornplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
~t. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 
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BP/ARCO Heron Tour Draws Large Attendance J 

Do you know why ospreys would make the best neigh
bors for nesting herons? Because they don't prey on the 
young yet afford protection to the nesting birds from other 
predators. This is just one interesting fact provided at the 
in-depth narrated slide show and field-trip to the BP/ARCO 
Heron site held on Saturday, Nov. 3. 

The group of approximately 25 met at the Birch Bay Bible 
Church on Jackson Road at 10:00 am for the presentation by 
wildlife biologist Ann Eissinger. Following the program Ann 
led the group on a walk to the nearby heron colony. Ann 
scheduled this tour for a time when the nests were empty so 
as not to disturb the birds during breeding season. 

New Office and New Employee 
Mark Whatcom Land Trust Growth 

photo courtesy of Jon Brunk 

Whatcom Land Trust moved into new office space at 98 
Central Avenue in downtown Bellingham and hired Trish 
Navarre ( above right, with Administrative Assistant Katherine 
Freimund and Conservation Director Gordon Scott) as De
velopment Dire<;:tor. She will focus on fund raising, mem
bership development and business partnerships. Trish was 
previously the Associate Director at the Mount Baker The
atre and worked at the Western Foundation, Whatcom Mu
seum of History and Art and St. Luke's Hospital. A -resident 
of Whatcom County for over 20 years, Trish and her family 
live in the beautiful Columbia Valley near Deming. 

Winter 2001 - page 6 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R. , G.R.1. 
The Honest and Caring REALTOR* 

913 Lakeway Drive 
Bellingham, Washington 98226 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Fax: (360) 671-8022 

julie4home@aol .com 

More Tours Coming in 2002 
Volunteers chosen because of their expertise, knowledge 

or personal association with the properties lead the popu
lar WLT tours, usually scheduled for Saturday mornings. The 
first 2002 interpretive tours will be at the Deming Eagle Park 
on Jan. 19 and 26, both Saturdays, at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Dress 
appropriately for the weather and expect tours to last be
tween 60 and 90 minutes. A Squires Lake tour is scheduled 
for April 27 from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. Please call the WLT 
office at 650-9470 to reserve a spot or for more information. 

Calendar Sales Support 
Whatcom Land Trust 

Premier Graphics produced a deskpad calendar of beau
tiful images from local photographers that will benefit the 
Whatcom Land Trust and North Cascades Institute. Half the 
photos are from Whatcom Places; the rest from NCI. These 
calendars make wonderful gifts for friends, clients or col
leagues and are available for a $5 donation thrnugh the holi
days at the following locations: 

• American Alpine Institute, 1513 12th St., Bellingham 
• Base Camp, 901 W. Holly St., Bellingham 
• Premier Graphics" 2000 Kentucky St., Bellingham 
• Village Books, 1210 11th St., Bellingham 
• Whatcom Land Trust, 98 Central Ave., Bellingham 
• Johnson Outdoors, 2460 Salishan Loop, Ferndale 
• Stremler Boekhandel, 655 Front St., Lynden 
• Skagit Ri\er Steel & Recycling, 1265 Anacortes St., 

Burlington 
, • Small Planet Foods, 7190 Metcalf St., Sedro Woolley 

• Scott's Bookstore, 171 Freeway Dr., Mt. Vernon 
The calendars, Whatcom Places and our notecards, will 

be for sale at Allied Arts' Holiday Festival of the Arts ( 1530 
Cornwall Ave., formerly Wilson Furniture) as well. 

proposals 

webtext 

brochures 

· writing 

copy 

rewri~ & edi~ 
proofreading 

manuscripts 

CGK WORDSMITH 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 
voice&. fax a 360.671 • 1585 

cheryllk@msn.com 
cheryllk@aol.com 



Making a Difference 
at Nesset Fartn 

photo courtesy of Rod Burton 

On Oct. 27, a small group of "Make a Difference Day" 
participants helped renovate an overgrown trail at Nesset 
Farm. Under the direction of Russ Ffeiffer-Hoyt, the five 
volunteers cleared an old trail that had been used by the 
Nesset family for hauling cedar shakes off the hill. These 
were the shakes which were subsequently used on the origi
nal barn roof. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay ---
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

What Our Children 
Really Need 

Three years ago when their daughter 
Eva was born Gene Myers and his wife 
Mardi Solomon invited people to make lJ 
gifts to the Whatcom Land Trust in lieu 
of baby gifts. This act of generosity 
yiefded nearly $800 and was greatly appreciated. Excerpted 
below is an e-mail message sent out by Gene in celebration 
of their second daughter's birth on October 21: 

"We're not asking for gifts ... we're well-supplied. The things 
we would most like to give Noemi, Eva and all children are 
impossible to give alone. Among such things in an ideal world 
would be vibrant and revitalizing natural places abounding 
for our girls to grow up in. In our county, one of the fastest 
growing in the region, the Whatcom Land Trust is working in 
a very creative, inclusive, timely and efficient fashion 'to pro
tect land for future generations. 

We've also decided to 'adopt' a Land Trust property as a 
special place for our children to know over the years. The 
Nesset Farm, tucked against the Cascade foothills, embodies 
a generations-old land ethic of harmony between humans and 
nature. As our girls grow we hope to be part of the commu
nity of people that care specially for this place." 

If these ideas inspire you also, we invite you to honor a 
family member, friend or your own values and be a part of 
this important work. Call 650-9470 to learn how. 

Our Bagels 
Can Not Be 

Cloned! ........ ·.:~.·- ·-:.-~: ·· 
~:tr--::ltT::_·". ·. 

A Wholesome Tradition 

1319 Railroad Ave. 676-5288 
Division of Franken Foods, Inc. 
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Land Stewards of the Year 

Stimpsons, Other Donors Honored 
The Land Trust gathered for its An

nual Membership Picnic on Sunday, 
Sept. 30. It was a beautiful day for the 
event, held among the cedars at 
Berthusen Park in Lynden. Members, 
their families, and guests enjoyed bar
becued salmon, corn on the cob, and 
other delicious dishes brought by those 
attending the picnic. Members of the 
Stimpson family accepted plaques 
honoring the family as Land Stewards 

) 

of the Year. Joanne Harrison and her 
three daughters and Patricia Wenke 
also received certificates from the 
Trust recognizing their donation of 
land or conservation easements. 

Goud food, shared with like-minded 
supporters of the Land Trust, is just 
one reason to come to the picnic. It's 
also a great way to enjoy some of the 
beautiful public spaces in our county. 

photo courtesy of Rod Burton 

On behalf of the Stimpson family, Susan 
Trimingham (left) and her sister Jane Bremner 
accept "Land Steward of the Year" plaques 
from WLT for the donation of the Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve. 
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Salmon Find Refuge Through 
North Fork Recovery Project 

In June 2001, Whatcom Land Trust 
completed the largest salmon habitat 
conservation project in the.history of 
Whatcom County. Using a grant from 
the Washington State Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board, the Land Trust pur
chased 443 acres of Chinook salmon 
habitat on the North Fork Nooksack 
River near Kendall. The project, North 
Fork Recovery, will protect 2.7 miles of 
spawning habitat on the Nooksack 
River, Racehorse Creek and Bear Creek. 

"North Fork Recovery is higl}ly 
significant;'stated Gordon Scott, Con
servation Director for Whatcom Land 
Trust. "Fishefy officials have surveyed· 
Racehorse Creek and Bear Creek for 
over a decade and they are some of the 
most productive Chinook salmon 
streams in all of Whatcom Count( 

The two properties consist of a 395-
acre rural forestry tract along Race
horse Creek acquired from the Trillium 
Corporation for $1,080,000, and a 48-
acre recreation property on Bear Creek 
purchased from Ron and Ione Gienger 
of Lynden for $85,000. Testament to 
both parties' commitment to salmon 
conservation, both Trilliudi and the 
Giengers agreed to sell their properties 
to the Land Trust at prices significantly 
below fair market value. 

The Land Trust is pleased to have 
the Lummi Natural Resources Depart
ment (LNR) and the Nooksack Natu
ral Resources Department (NNR) as 
partners in this project. LNR and NNR 

photo: Gordon Scott 

The area that includes the confluence of Racehorse Creek and the North Fork 
of the Nooksack River is now protected salmon habitat. 

will restore about 50-acres of conifer 
riparian forest and provide habitat
monitoring services. Large conifer 
trees along rivers and streams form 
pools and log jam habitats when tl}ey 
fall into the river,' an important factor 
in salmon recovery. LNR and NNR will 
be responsible for planning the resto
ration work and will employ retrained 
fishermen and displaced timber work
ers on their crews. "Salmon won't be 
brought back without projects such as 
this;' commented LNR Restoration 
Specialist Jim Hansen. 

An outright purchase such as North 
Fork Recovery reduces the need for 
government regulatory programs, as 

the properties are placed under 
Whatcom Land Trust conservation 
management in perpetuity. It is the 
simplest, fastest and most economical 
way to aid salmon recover-y, and the 
Land Trust is thankful for the partners 
who made it possible. 

Nooksack River 
Habitat Protected by 
WLT since 1989 
Conservation Easements 

Donations or Purchases 

TOTAL 

470acres 

885acres 

1,355acres 



WLTNews 
Volunteer Thanks 

Thank you to Tom Pratum for do
nating his professional skills to im
prove and update our website. Tom is 
currently working to load a new map 
of our properties, featuring more prop
erty descriptions and photos. Take a 
look at www.whatcomlandtrust.com! 

Thank you to Tom Emrich, who spent 
two hours cutting long grass at Deming 
Homestead Eagle Park to make the area 
more enjoyable for visitors. 

Thank you to Aurora Fox, Bob Keller, 
Laura Pitts and Stuart Zemel for staff
ing an outreach table during the Ski
to-Sea weekend. Thanks also to Village 
Books for letting the Land Trust park 
our table in front of their store, and 
providing interesting books to lure 
folks-to stop and ask questions. 

2001 Whatcom Land 
Trust Officers 

Sharon Digby, President 
Wendy Walker, Vice-President 
Mike Ryan, Treasurer 
Cindy Klein, Secretary 

Thanks to all our officers for their 
dedication and commitment to the 
Land Trust. 
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Volunteer Profile 

Hilda Bajema 
"/ farmed, and want people in the future to 

have a chance to live directly in' touch with land 
that produces food." 

. .. 'J' 

photo: Rod Burton 

For ten years Hilda has helped keep 
financial order for the Trust. 

In 1950 it was a long journey from 
Massachusetts to Bellingham and then 
East Badger Road. Fortunately for 
Whatcom Land Trust, Hilda Bajema and 
her husband Garret made that trip to 
begin a new life as dairy farmers. Hilda 
operated the dairy until 1974 when she 
moved to East Hemmi Road. Last year 
she moved to the Willows Retirement 
Center. Not that she has retired! 

Hilda Bajema attended the 1983 
founding sessions for a land trust in 
Whatcom County, meetings called by 
Roger Van Dyken -and propelled by Bob 
Muenscher, Ron Polinder, David Syre, 
Jim Wynstra and others. These initial 
meetings took place in the basement 
of Lynden's Dutch Mother's Restaurant. 

Hilda served as Secretary until 

-Hilda Baiema 

1990. She was our Treasurer for a de
cade from 1991-2001. Hilda has also 
been a member of Whatcom County's 
Solid Waste and Land Use Code com
missions, as well as a volunteer at the 
YWCA and Planned Parenthood. She 
has been involved with the League of 
Women Voters for years. 

The Land Trust, however, is differ
ent. "My first concern has been farm
land;' she reflects, "for if we don't have 
food, we don't live very well. I farmed, 
and want people in the future to have 
a chance to live directly in touch with 
land that produces food." 

Here's a telling sample of Hilda 
Bajema's approach to life: born in the 
silent movje era, she taught herself how 
to use a computer in 1994 in order to 
keep the Land Trust books. An ex
tremely frugal person, she is deter
mined that not a nickel of Trust money 
be lost or wasted. The title should have 
been "Guardian Treasurer:' 

At the outlet of Squires Lake we in
stalled a bench honoring Hilda's years 
of service to us and to Whatcom 
County. We invite everyone to relax by 
that stream, gaze at the lake, enjoy the 
quiet and say thanks to one deter
mined woman with a passion for land 
conservation. 

The Mission of the Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect 
wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands in 
Whatcom County for future generations by securing interest.s in 
land and promoting land stewardship. 

Newsletter Editorial Team .. ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rod Burton, Jessica Raley 

Design and.Layout ............ Donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Contributors ............ Bob Keller, Gordon Scott, Jessica Raley, Andrea Hood 



Conservation Easement 
Donated by Patricia Wenke 

Today much of Whatcom County 
looks like a quiet rural paradise. Small 
lanes, wooded tracts and rolling farm = 
land greet those who visit our region. 
But we know that this will change as 
more people discover the beauty of 
this corner of North America and 
move here to make it their home . 
Working in cooperation with land
owners to preserve our rural charac
ter is one of the goals of Whatcom 
Land Trust. This summer, Pat Wenke 
and Whatcom Land Trust signed a 
conservation easement protecting the 
rural values of her five-acre property 
in central Whatcom County. 

"In 100 years this will be a little jewel." 

Pat's wooded five-acre site, they dis
cussed the value of conserving small 
parcels ofland in the context of a rap-

, idly growing county population. Gor
don remembers Dick commenting , 
that someday there could be shopping 
malls; subdivisions an·d freeways 
throughout the county, making con
servation-projects of all sizes increas
ingly important. 

Dick Beardsley, 1997 

The conservation easement allows 
Pat, and future landowners, to continue 

· rural residential uses and forest man
agement that will improve' wildlife . 
habitat. The easement does not allow 
the property to be subdivided or used 
for any commercial purposes. Pat still 
owns the land and can sell itor give it 
away as she wishes . The conservation 
easement will remain forever .with the 
land Pat Wenke has chosen to protect. 

Growing up in urban ~pokane, Pat 
says she knew very little about wild
life until she met her late husband, 
Don. She remembers Don helping his 
father, Francis Wenke, a well-known 

Ruth Kelsey Monument to be 
Installed .on Donation La·nd 

· wild bird rehabilitator, to care· for in
. jured birds. 

"I learned a lot watching them care 
for those birds. In-many ways my deci
sion to donate this conservation ease
ment to Whatcom Land Trust is a. re
sult of working with Don and his fa
ther;' said Pat. 

In the summer of 1997, Pat invited 
the late Dick Beardsley, then a Board 
member of the Land Trust, and Con
servation Director Gordon Scott to 
.visit her property. Walking around ' 

In honor of Ruth Kelsey, a large 
stone has been selected and is cur
rently being cut by artist Michael 
Jacobson. A commemorative plaque 
will be mounted on the stone, per her 
wishes . The monument will be in
stalled this summer on the land that 
Ruth donated to Whatcom Land Trust 
in 1991 - land that is now the proud 
neighbor to an eagles' nest. Once we 
have the monument in place, donors to 
the plaque/stone fund will be invited 
to an on-site celebration in memory of 

Ruth, which will be timed to disturb 
the eagles as little as possible. 

David Nugent, executor of Ruth's 
estate, donated two of her Whatcom 
County paintings to the Land Trust. 
One sold at the Great Outdoors Auction. 
The other, of Lake Samish, now haqgs 
in our office. · 

Thank you, David, and to everyone 
' else who helped with the plaque and 

stone. It's very satisfying to carry out 
the wishes of a benefactor such as 
Ruth Kelsey. 

360-734-5249 3310 Northwest Ave., Bellingham, WA 98225 Lie.# A1BUIL*122CP 

Recipient of a 2000-2001 
Washington State Department of Ecology 

Solid Waste Reduction 
& Recycling Award 

~·t,:11;11,n~!lt 
QUALITY REMODELING 
Rick Dubrow, First Hammer 

Our environmental commitment hasn't gone unnoticed ... 
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Auction a Big Hit . 
continued from page eight 

Kurt Eickmeyer photo, courtesy of Wood Stone 

Participants study the many Silent Auction offerings. 

ers will have guides who are dedicated ted $28,222.14 from the Great Outdoors 
members of the Trust. Auction! 

Over 200 people attended the event, The Auction Committee is similar to 
many of them new to the Land Trust and the group that created our Whatcom 
its work. The upbea! atmosphere sue- Places book-exceptional enthusiasm, 
cessfully conveyed that land stewardship skills, effort and delivery. Their most fre-
is q joyful, rewarding social mission. quent comment over the past four 

Volunteers ranged from high school months has been "What can I do to help?" 
- students and long-time volunteers to Still, the going would have been 

the County Executive, Pete Kremen, as rough had we not hired Gaye Godfrey, 
Master of Ceremonies. The list is long. a professional auction consultant. Her 
(Please see the Bedrock of our Success advice, directions and encouragement 
article for a complete listing.) Even were crucial. Through Gaye we found 

, with all the volunteers,Administrative an excellent auctioneer in Tom Pasma 
Assistant Jessica Raley's work in the of Bow: local, effective and a lover of 
office before and after the auction was the great outdoors. 
essential. She also designed the green Thank you to those who attended 
gift certificates many of you received and helped to create such a special 
for your items. evening. To everyone who couldn't 

And naturally, there's always the . come, we expect you will get another 
bottom line: Whatcom Land Trust net- opportunity in the future. 

Auction. Vol 
It's always dangerous to thank 

people because it's too easy tQ overlook 
a person or organization that made vi
tal contributions. We apologize if your 
role in the Great Outdoors Auction is 
not mentioned in this newsletter. 
Please let us know if that's the case. 

2001 Auction 
Committee Chair 

Bob Keller (His standing ovation 'at 
the auction sai'd it all.) 

2001 Auction 
Committee 

Pam Behee, Sheilagh Brown, Kent 
Chasson, Gene Davis, Aurora Fox, 
Aimee Trebon Frazier, Chris Moencb, 
Patty Nelson, Laura Pitts, Larry 
Simkins, Geri Walker, Stuart Zemel. 

Donors 

Over 130 individuals and businesses 
donated high-qual-it--y~al:lt-tie-n---i-tems. 
Thaf s far too many to print, and we 
wouldn't want to be selective. Thank you 
to everyone who donated items - you 
made our auction ap auction! 

We wish to thank . 

the following groups 
. for their generous 
contributions 

Boundary Bay Brewery, Ed Bennett -
Emerald Bay Events, Byron· Davis -
Fairhave'n Red Apple, Barry Kramer -
Fourth Corner Nursery, Todd Jones -
New Whatcom Interiors, John Blethen -

LANO ANO ESCROW COMPANIES 

Water Resources 
Consulting, · LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: pwil1ng@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-14'45 FAX: (360) 676, 1040 
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Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 



unteers are Bedrock of Success 
Premier: Graphics, John Busch and 
Premier's fabulous staff - Roderick C. 
Burton-Art & Design, Rod Burton -
Salishan Vineyards, Joan· Wolverton -
Wood Stone Corporation, Frank Milward, 
Keith Carpenter, Harry Hegarty and 
W~)Od Stone's superb staff - Zemel's 
Farm Fresh Foods, Henry Zemel. 

Auction Volunteers 
Mailings, set-up, take-down, regis

tration, displaying items, bartending, 
waiting on tables, endless errands -
The Great Outdoors Auction involved 

hundreds of tasks. The Land Trust 
deeply appreciates all those who 
helpep wit_h the crucial nitty-gritty 
before, during and after·the event. In 
addition to our tireless Auction Com
mittee, the following folks deserve 
praise: 

Jan Adams, Sarah Bakke, Megan 
Bays, John Blethen, Dave Campbell, 
Connie Clement, Randy Corris, Bar
bara Davidson, Elysia Ewing, Paige 
Godfrey, Cindy Franklin, Jennifer 
Hahn,.John Harrison, Ann Hayden, 

Kurt Eickmeyer photo, courtesy of Wood Stone 

Delicioys food prepared by Wood Stone and served by a waitstaff of dedi
cated volunteers helped make The Great Outdoors Auction memorable. 

Wood Stone Corp. Joins 
BQsilless Partner Ranks 

Catherine Heimbuger, Andrea Hood, 
Cindy Pfeiffer-Hoyt, Megan Ffeiffer
Hoyt, Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt, Sara Hill, 
Sandy Jilton, Pat Karfberg, Jeff 
McDugal, North Moench, Michael 
Moore,Aleece Nelson,Autumn Nelson, 
Gary ~elson, Joe O'Keefe, Joe Peabody, 
Dorothy Sherwood, Susan Simkins, 
Mardi Solomon, f1arvey Stone, Marie 
Thorn, Debbie Todd, Lan Totten, 
Wilma Totten, Aline Wanne, Meika 
Weiner. 

The Land Trust's greatest asset is 
people who cherish the beauty and 
wonder of this place, and are willing to 
act. Again, thanks. 

(Sat. 7:30am - Sun. Sam) 

Tcfi:,:f> 
A .Wholesome :rradition 

1319 Railroad Ave. 
676-5288 

oo Anti-Aging Medicine 
oo Wellness Care & Prevention 
oo Natura! Trealments for 

Cluonic Diseases 
oo Advanced Hormone 

We're pleasecho announce that Wood Stone Corpo
ration is now a Business Partner to the Land Trust. They 
provided an excellent auction venue, and also graciously 
lend their conference room once per month for our · LONGEVITY INSTITUTE . 

Replacement Therapy · 
oo Human Growth Hormone 
oo Lifestyle Education 

· Board of Directors m~etings. 
If your business or organization-is interested in sup

porting Whatcom Land Trust operations throngh our 
Business Partner program, give us a call at 650-9470. 

Andrew Pauli, M.D. 
Medical Director & 

Healtla Coach 

oo Detoxification 
oo Weight Loss 
oo Cognitive Enhancement 
oo N utritional S upplements 

1116 Key Street, Suite 200, Bellingham, WA 98225-5224 
360.527.9785 866.288.4524 Fax: 360.527.9789 
Email: maJ@elanvital. WS lattp://www.elanvital.WS 
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Property Tours to be 
Repeated in 2002 

photo courtesy of Katy Begney 

Patricia Otto opened her propery for a tour in April. 
The property features a highly developed wildlife 
habitat which includes nesting boxes for wood ducks 
and barn owls. 

As our pilot tour series was so well received, the Land Trust 
is planning to repeat the tours beginning in January 2002. See 
the last issue of our newsletter for a general idea of what to 
expect-though there may be some changes and surprises. 

There· are still a few spots available for our Teddy 'Bear 
Cove tour on Saturday, August 25 from 10:00 a.m. to l_:00 
p.m. Reservations are required-please contact our office 
for more information.You can reach us at 650-9470 or 
info@whatcomlandtrust.com. 

~") 
• 

Whatcom County, Inc. 1 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

J;11lie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 
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The Honest and Caring REALTOR0 

913 Lakeway Drive 
Bellingham, Washington 98226 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Office: (360) 384-1313, Ext. 3040 
Voice Mail/Pager: (360) 715-7575 

Fax: (360) 671-8022 

New Administrative 
Assistant Joins WLT ' 

Whatcom Land Trust is pleased to welcome Katherine 
Freimun.d as our new Administrative Assistant. Katherine 
brings an extensive and diverse background to the Trust, 
with emphasis on administrative, computer and volunteer 
coordination skills. Employed most recently with 
Corpolongo and Associates, Inc., she taught at the North
west Indian College and served for three years with the Peace 
Corps. Originally from Boston, she earned a BA in geogra
phy at the University of Chicago and an MPA at Suffolk Uni
versity School of Management. In addition to active involve
ment at Columbia Elementary School, Katherine writes the 

. Echo's "Raving Mom bat" column. 

Annual Membership Celebration: 
Save the Date, Bring a Friend 

The 2001 Annual Membership Celebration will be Sun
day, September 30 at Berthusen Park in Lynden from 2:00 -
6:00 p.m. Awards will be presented, food will be eaten and 
fun will be had. Watch the mail for your invitation! 

This event will be a fun way to introduce others to the 
Trust. Direct, person-to-pers.on contact is one oLthe...b.es.t-
ways to spread the word about the Whatcom Land Trust. , 
Bring some friends with you. You'll all have a good time, and 
they can learn about our Mission and accomplishments. 

To get to Berthusen Park, go North on Guide Meridian 
through the two Lynden traffic s.ignals. At the next intersec
tion (Main Street) turn left. Turn Right on Berthusen Rd., 
and conti'nue North ab'out a mile to the park. · 

Community Forest Open~ 
Whatcom County Parks & Recreation is pleased to an

nounce that Canyon Lake Creek Community Fqrest will 
be open to the public beginning July 30, 2001. Contact 
County Parks at (360) 733-2900 for details. 

SHK 

RC II IT EC TS, Inc. 

Environmentally Sensitive • Susta'inablc Designs 

Susan Holman Kartman, A.I.A. 

360 • 738 • 3499 (ph) 
738. 0119 (t) 
1500 12th St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
design@shkarchitccts.com 



Call For 
Outreach 
Volunteers 

Community Corner 

The Land Trust invites anyone in
terested in helping to staff booths at 
local farmer's markets and the North
west Washington Fair to contact our 
office. We'll pair experienced and new· 

-volunteers so it will be fun and educa
tional. You can reach us at 650-9470 
or info@whatcomlandtrustcom_ 

During April and May of this year, 
Whatcom Land Trust continued its ef
forts to meet more Whatcom County 
citizens and introduce them to the work 
of the TrEst. April's meeting at the REI 
store in Bellingham's Sehome Village 
was hosted by Land Trust member Bob 
Langan. Laura Pitts, a valued member 
of the Outreach Committee, hosted 
May's meeting at Sudden Valley. 

Community Foundation that funded 
our membership drive, of which the 
neighborhooa gatherings were part. 
The year-long membership drive re
sulted in nearly 200 new and formerly 
lapsed members joining the Trust and 
generated a variety of high quality out
reach materials_ 

We look forward to more person-to
person meetings. Please contact us if 
you're interested in having a commu
nity gathering in your neighborhood! 

In April 2001, Whatcom Land Trust 
complet~d a grant from Whatcom 

Jessica Raley Leaves Legacy of Organization 
"Working with Jessica has been a treat. She is very professional .- being her supervisor has been a breeze. We wish 

her well in her next endeavor." - Sharon Digby, WLT President 

It is hard to believe, but Jessica Raley has only worked at 
the Trust for just over a year. In that brief time she trans
formea our. office and our procedures. Her organizatioi:i.al 
skills and orderly ways have made everything run more 
smoothly and appear more professional. 

'A~ Administrative Assistant doesn't often have the op
portunities for large-scale accomplishments. The effects of 
Jessica's skill and dedication have been cumulative, felt in 
many small increments. One place where her efforts were 
essential for a large-scale success was the Great Outdoors 
Auction. 

One of the many projects that has made a significant dif
ference was her work with volunteer Sally Hansberry, turn
ing the jumble of ~he Trust's photo archives into a usable 
system of organized photo albums. 

Jessica feels her greatest organizational accomplishment 
has been with the WLT database. Her improvements have 
left us with a valuable tool for tracking fundraising and 
membership efforts. 

Jessica is leaving her position to pursue educational in-

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

terests. "To be totally immersed in the program, I need to be 
a full-time student:' Jessica said about her goal to finish the 
Graphic Design program at Whatcom Community College. 

To pursue their career goals, Jessica and her partner will 
need to leave the area in a year or two. In the meantime she 
hopes to help WLT as a volunteer on some specific projects. 

Thank you, Jessica, from the Board and all of those in
volved in the Trust. You've made a big difference. You were a 
pleasure to work with, and we will miss you. 

N W AL1ERNA11VE 

t t ENERGY . 
Solar Electric Systems 

Design 
Sales 
Installation 

Doug Salkeld 
,5925 Rutsatz Rd. 
Deming, WA 98244. 

proposals 

webtext 

brochures 

writing 

copy 

rewriting & editing 
proofreading 

(360) 592-5574 
dgsalkeld@yahoo.com 

manruicripts 

CGK WORDSMITH 
, Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 

voice&.. fax .d 360•671 • 1585 
cheryllk@msn.com 

cheryllk@aol.com 
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Cotntnunity Support Makes 
Auction a Stnashing Success. 

On June 2, Whatcom Land 
Trust held its first-ever 
fundraising event, "The Great 
Outdoors Auction," at the Wood 
Stone Corporation near the 
Bellingham Airport. We knew 
in advance that an auction 
would be extrem~ly tiine and 
labor intensive, and thus re
quired more than one goal to 
justify its undertaking. We 
identified our goals as follows: 
the aUCti011 mUSt directly SUp- Kurt Eickmeyer photo, courtesy of Wood Stone 

port the mission of the Land Over 200 people had a great time supporting the Trust. 

Trust; should reach non-members; create goodwill and enthusiasm for land conservation; 
engage members eager to volunteer for the Land Trust; and finally, it should raise money. 

Wowl Mission accomplishedl 
With very few exceptions, auction items involved contact with land, landscape art, out

door recreation and literature, Land Trust property tours, and travel. On various trips, buy-
continued on page four 
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Stimpson Family Gift Creates 
Natllre Reserve 

Last March, Susan Trimingham and her brother Edward 
Stimpson invited Whatcom Land Trust to visit their family 
property along Lake Louise Road and talk about conserva-

. tion options. The property, known as Manning's Camp, had 
been in the ·stimpson family since the early 1900s when it 
was purchased from the Upright Shingle Company. Susan, 
Edwa_rd and their five siblings, Catharine, Mary, Jane, 
Caroline· and John were considering an historic ac.t of gen
erosity. Within a year their thoughtful planning resulted in 
a gift to the community in the same class as the environ
mental legacies of the Hovanders, Larrabees, Bloedel
Donovans, Clarks and Nessets. 

Manning's Camp had been the Stimpson family's place 
for camping, relaxing and contemplation. The site contains 
streams and ponds, mature Douglas fir and red cedar trees, 
sandstone ridges and pocket wetlands. In these woods the 
Stimpson children played games, explored, and discovered 
the world of nature. 

Last fall , the family donated the 116-acre property to the 
Whatcom Land Trust. The Trust "leveraged" this gift to pur
chase 80 adjacent acres from the Trillium Corporation. This 
new 200-acre conservation site will be called the Catharine 
C. and Edward K. Stimpson Nature Reserve, in honor of 
"Kitty" Stimpson, a prominent community leader and phi
lanthropist who died in 1998, and her husband Edward, a 
physician who died in 1967. Together with another adjacent 
146-acre tract managed by the Department of Natural Re
sources (DNR), the new reserve will form a block of 340 pro
tected acres of old growth forest, wetlands and quiet glens 
in the Lake Whatcom watershed. From State and Holly in 
downtown Bellingham, a vigorous walker can reach the lo
cation in slightly over an hour-an urban forest just five 
miles east of a city ·center. 

How did this happen? The answer involves a civic
minded corporation, our local government, private citi
zens, a water district, and the Stimps!:rn family's tradition 
of community spirk 

pho.to courtesy of Brett Baunton 

Douglas Fir matriarch towers over Stimpson Nature Reserve. 

While the seven Stimpson heirs, scattered around the na
tion, were talking with the Land Trust about a possible gift, 
Trillium Corporation, through Ken Hertz, offered to sell the 
Land Trust 80 acres located between the Stimpson and DNR 
lands at lower than market price. The Land Trust ap
proached Whatcom County, which under the leadership of 
County Executive Pete Kremen, agreed to purchase restric-

con tmued on page 6 



WLTNews 
Board M embers 

rh(," Laud Tru'-l is plc.1c;cd 10 wekonh: 
,\like Rr:1n ti) th<..· Uoard of Dircctnrs. ri.like 
ha.s a hi,;tory ot ,uppnnrng l,;,,11,_.;l l l'<.•n..,1.·p,1-

rion <hwugh tht> L.111\l lrust: his firm 
\\'aycrns:r. llWt''>t 1ni:n1 i~ ::i Lhi:,,,i 1u .. ·.s" P,1r1na. 
Ju: ha.s .scrn·d on <ll>r l>en~lt"lfHnent ·J,b"
hH{t' for th1.· l,1'.'>t,tw<-1 year:,., ;.rnd he now 

hringc; hi, 1 me and talc.·nb to our Bo,mJ. 
Thank \'OU ,inJ ,,·elaim": abou d. ,\lik(."' 

SAVE THE DATE 

Whatcom 
Land Trust 

Auction 
J une 2, 2001 

Outdoor Enthusiasts 

take note - all t h e 
items to be auctioned 

will bring you closer to 
the great outdoors. 

Wat ch t he mail fo r 
your invitatfon ! 

New Intern 
Ju< 1-'tabody from R,1pu.l City, St) r1.·tt·1HI} 

graduated from \\'hah:om Community 
Colkgi: and ha .. bt..·en ,h.:n:pkd ,11 W,.:..,11.·rn 
\\',1,hington l lni\'C:r,itr where he will pursue 
an intcn.·sl in cndronmt.·ntal ,tudit's. His 
out<l<.1or inkrnt~ indmk .s11owbo,1rding., 
hiking and mountain dimbing. Joe will 
,1ssi,1 rhe I.and Trust·~ Development Task 
Force wilh m,trk.<.'ling .in<l fu11<l·r,1hing 
Mt ivitil~,. l<l ki.:k <ltt his internship. he 
attend~d a fund- raising workshop in 
C1.n1p .. ·v 1lh:, WA 011 Janu.-H}' 30. 
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Volunteer Prof ile 

Rod Burton 
By Bob Keller 

Rod Burton (dme here from 
Washougal. WA in I 969 Lo .1llend 
Fa irhaven College. i\ ltn graduat
ing, he trnl'cled. lived elsewhere 
and fi nal ly St'tt ied in Bellingham 
to ~tart a bus inl'sS. 1 [j5 career ~15 
an art ist required the change from 
manual dex teri t ) to computer 
sk ills-skills that rcqu irr a sharp 
eye and deft i111;1gin,1t ion. During 
this transition, ht' was'rortunate to 
recover from severe head inju ries 
infl icted hy a near-fata l motor 
crcle accident. 

Rod joined the Hoa rd of Di rec· 
tors in I 999, bringing many fresh 
ideas and serving on our Out· 
reach Committee. He is respon
sible lor designi ng (free of charge) ' . ~ .. 
th is ncwsktt,'r. our ,1nnu,1l report . ,l new brod1ure, and ,1 beautiful four-p,111el 
standing disrlay. Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design offil'ially supporls the op
erat ions of the I.and Trust through our Business Partn,-r Progr.1 111. 

With other art ists and writers, Rod helped rlan our hook, W/,a/(0111 Pf<las. 
publi,hed in I 997. The hook won the I 998 fl. layor's l\rl Award and ranks a, Vi l
lage Books' all- time best ,ell er. Rod <lonateJ countless hour, on the graphic de
sign and produdion, crucial elements in the book's success. Working with him 
on the project was one oi' the most en lighten ing and rewarding experiences of 
my career. 

Rod h,1s been a Big Brother and served as Board President for Allied Arts. 
He currently vo lu nteers his grnphic design skills to produl'c newsletters and 
other materia ls for Evergreen AIDS Foundation and is a volunteer tutor with 
Whatcom Literacy Counc il. "l like to do:· he says. "not join committee,." We 
arc thankful that he ha& made an ext'ep tion, and generous])' doe, both for 
Whatcom I.and Trust. 

Tlie Mission of t/,e Wlratcom Land Trust is to preserve and protect wildlife 
l1abitut, scenic, t1gricult11ral nnd open space lands i11 \:Vhatcom County for future 
gener11tious by securing interests in Jami am/ promoting land stewar,lship. 

Newsleuer Editorial Team ....... . . . . .. . ..... .... Rod Rurton, Jessica Raley 

Design and Layout . . • . • . . . . . . Oonatcd by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 
Contributors to this issue . Rob Keller, Gordon S<ott, Jessic;i Raley, Geri Walker, 

Cindy Klein> Rod Burtont ti.fark Turner, Pat Karlherg. 
llrclt ll,1unton, llellingham ller,1ld, Su,.111 Trimingham, 

Daro! Streib, Eyde Colello-Morton 



-Letters to the Editor 
Support from Afar 

At times, the Land Trust puzzles over 
why people from far away generously 
and enthusiastically support the orga
nization. This letter provides one an
swer to that question. 

Dear Sharon Digby and Bob Keller, 
I love the photo by Mark Turner of 

Squires Lake Park in your last mailer, 
the reverse side showing Deming 
Homestead Eagle Park (a wonderful 
name!). Would it be possible for me 
to purchase four unfolded copies so 
that I can frame them? 

I was happy with my family to 
donate funds last month to Whatcom 
County, care of Steve LeCocq, for a · 
bench on Squires Lake in memory of 
Martin and his parents, Ralph and 
Leta Squires. Thank you from all of 
us for preserving that beautiful area 
for everyone to enjoy in the future! 

Thanks to Emmett and Dorothy 
Fowler, we can have our family 
reunions every August at Palmer 
Lake and hike around Squires Lake 
Park. Also, our daughter Vee and I 
have gone up for the day to hike and 
have our memory celebrations. Vee 
loves the large tree by the dam and 
reaches as far around it as she can iii 
a big hug-it's Grandpa Ralph's tree. 
It's just to the right of the dam, and I 
h~pe it will be there for generations. 

Sincerely, 
Margaret Squires 
Des Moines, WA 

A Confusion of Trus-ts 

Dear Editor: 
I am confused by all the "land 

trusts": 
Evergreen Land Trust 

· Whatcom Land Trust 
Lummi Island Heritage Trust 
River Farm Land Trust 
Kulshan Community Land Tr:ust 
Skagit Land Trust 
Land Trusf Alliance 

. Why so ma!1y? Are they the same? 
Do you compete with each other? 

Dear Kathe: 

From Kathe Ripley 
Bellingham 

The Evergreen, River Farm, and 
Kulsan trusts are mainly, but not 
entirely, concerned with residential 
issues such as affordable and coopera
tive housing. Skagit, Lummi Island, 
and Whatcom land trusts seek to 
protect open space, forests, farmland 
and shorelines. They restrict their 
work to land conservation in specific 
geographic areas, and thus do not 
compete. The Land Trust Alliance is a 
national umbrella organization based 
in Washington, DC that advises and_ 
assists ind<;pendent land trusts, of 
which there are approximately 1,400 
across the United States. 

Communi-ty Fores-t Access 

Dear Editor: 
When will Canyon Lake Creek 

Community Forest open to the 
public? How will people who are not 
hikers, or are disabled, reach the 

· ancient trees above the lake? 

Dear Linda: 

From Linda Hopper 
Bellingham 

Canyon lake Creek Community 
Forest is managed by Whatcom 
County Parks & Recreation, who plan 
to open the site this summer. A 'trail 
will be constructed around the lake, 
allowing relatively short and level 
access to the old growth, compared to 
the three-mile thousand-foot elevation 
gain hike required to reach the upper 
basin trees. For more information, call 
(360) 733-2900. I 

\ ·.' / '\ 
"\,\,rl _ _! 

~:flt~ ~ I ,\\N ' \ 
I 

v' \,,) 

\!Li ti\ 1 c---L -c1 s-s-
JNVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Sound stewardship 

of financial assets. · 

We manage portfolios 

to help meet our clients' 

investment goals. 

Michael F. Ryan, President 

3.60·671·0148 or 800·292·8794 
1326 Commercial Street, Bellingham 

waycross@nas.com 
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First Property Purchased with 
Profits from Whatcom Places 

The great rivers of the Puget Sound 
Basin, like the Nooksack, once mean
dered freely across their floodplains, 
creating wetland complexes, massive 
logjams, ephemeral gravel bars, 
cottonwood forests and willow islands. 
As Euro-Americans occupied the 
Nooksack Valley, floodplain 
forests were cleared, land 
leveled and drained and ac
tive farming replaced river
ine wetland habitats. Over 
time, the Nooksack River 
was physically cut off from 
its natural floodplain. 

to spawn, eagles a place to feed, and elk 
a sanctuary for winter grazing. 

The site was purchased from a pri
vate landowner entirely with profits 
from book sales. Published in 1997, 
Whatcom Places is a photo-essay on the 
county that has sold over 7,000 copies. 

Kenny Creek are two well-known 
Land Trust's conservation sites. This 
latest acquisition is also part of a 
larger Land Trust project called 
"Forks of the Nooksack:' a 106-acre 
wetland acquisition, conservation and 
restoration project located along the 

photo courtesy of Gordon Scott 

In 1989, 1990 and 1995 a 
series of floods raged along 
the Nooksack River. Along 
the North Fork Nooksack 
near the Truck Road, old 
farm fields were completely 
washed away, leaving land
owners with nothing but 
gravel bars and piles of de
bris. The Nooksack River 
had suddenly changed its 

River bottom lands, such as this, are valuable habitat for salmon, eagles, and elk. 

course, in a terrifying way, and re-cap
tured its floodplain, beginning again 
the natural process of creating wet
lands and fish habitat. Last November 
Whatcom Land Trust forged into new 
territory, and using funds from our 
book, Whatcom Places, purchased one 
of these flooded parcels. 

The newly a'Cquired 19.5-acre prop
erty includes nearly 1000 feet of 
riverfront, and is located one-half mile 
west of the Mosquito Lake Road Bridge 
over the North Fork of the Nooksack 
River. While today this newly con
served property is mostly raw g_ravel 
bars and willow thickets, subtle 
changes are occurring on the property 
that over time will give salmon a place 
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All boo_k profits are specifically re
stricted to direct land acquisition and 
preservation by Whatcom Land Trust. 

"Everyone in the community who 
ever purchased a copy of Whatcom 
Places helped conserve this land;' said 
book editor and Land Trust Board 
Member Bob Keller. Keller added, 
"This is a perfect example of how a 
community can support local _conser
vation work." 

The Nooksack River acquisition 
complements Land Trust work at the 
new Deming Homestead Eagle Park, 
and at several other sites in the area. 
The nearby Canyon Lake Creek Com
m unity Forest and the Trillium 
Corporation's eagle night roost site on 

Truck Road at the confluence of the 
Middle and North Forks. A grant has 
been submitted to the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to 
acquire additional floodplain proper
ties in the area. 

"These river bottom lands are ex
tremely valuable habitat to protect for 
salmon spawning, feeding eagles, and 
migration elk;' said Gordon Scott, 
Whatcom Land Trust Conservation Di
rector. "The Land Trust wants to. work 
with the local community to restore the 
Nooksack River and its floodplain habi
tats;' added Scott, "and in this case, 
thousands of people buying a beautiful 
book are helping us make that possible:' 



Kendall Wildlife Refuge 
Donated by Harrison Family 

Last December, Jo Anne Harrison 
and her family donated 5.37 acres of 
wetlands and open space along Kendall 
Creek to Whatcom Land Trust as a 
wildlife refuge. Harrison and her three 

- "The pond attracts hundreds of birds and 
ducks each year. Thanks to the Land Trust the 
wetland will be protected forever." 

The view across Kendall Creek wetlands to the J: Arley Harrison Wildlife Refuge. 

daughters made the gift in memory of 
J. Arley Harrison, husband and father. 

T_he, Kendall Creek watershed is 
home to many wild creatures found in 
rural Whatcom County. Salmon spawn 
and rear in the creek, which draiAs the 
Colurpbia Valley in northeastern 
Whatcom County. The new wildlife ref
uge includes wetlands around Kendall 
Creek and adjacent riparian habitat. 
The presence of year-round wetlands 
attracts insects, fish, ducks, herons, 
raptors, small mammals and their · 

predators. In a recent visit to the site, 
three blue herons were observed com
peting for fishing spots, four varieties 
of dufks sighted, and bobcat sign was 
discovered. According to Mark Ander
son, a member of Whatcom Land 
Trust's Board of Directors who helped 
facilitate the donation, "Conservation 
of wetland habitats like the Harrison 
property is probably the highest and 
best use of the land." 

Jo Anne Harrison and her three 
daughters, Brenda, Lou Anne and 

'Lorali agreed. "We never wanted to see 
that property developed;' said Jo Anne. 
"The pond attracts hundreds of birds 
and ducks each year. Thanks to the 
Land Trust the wetland will be pro
tected forever." 

The property will be called the J. 
Arley Harrison Memorial Wildlife Ref: 
uge. To protect the sensitive nature of 
the wetland, public access will not be 
allowed. The Land Trust will maintain 
this property exclusively for wildlife 
habitat and open space. 
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Stimpson Family Gift = bnued from page 1 

tive conservation and public· access 
trail easements over the Stimpson and 
Trillium properties. Public funds from 
the Conservation· Futures Levy, to
gether with money contributed to the 
Land Trust from a legal settlement be
tween Water District 10 and the Clean 
Water Alliance, all.owed the Land Trust 
to purchase the Trillium property and 
establish an endowment fund for 
property improvements and future 
management costs. 

The new Stimpson Nature Reserve 

photo courtesy of Susan Trimingham 
. . . 

Edward K. Stimpson 
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"Bravo! The Stimpson name has been well-known 
and highly respected in this community for decades. 
Now that name will be a household word into the 
next century and beyond." 

lies along Lake Louise Road, between 
. Sudden Valley and the rapidly develop
ing Geneva neighborhood. Beaver 
Creek, a tributary to Lake Whatcom, 
feeds ·wetlands and sloughs in a land
scape that contains one of the 
watershed's most intact beaver ponds. 
The forest dates back a century. 

The Stimpson Nature Reserve will 
be ideal for environmental education 
programs, as well as for contemplative 
"walks and those seeking solitude 
among trees. Soon the Land Trust will 
begin meeting with the Stimpson fam.
ily and Whatcom County Parks to de
sign a loop trail open to the public. A 
small parking lot will be built. We an
ticipate cooperation with DNR, as 'well. 

Creating this new reserve was a 
complex and demanding project for 
everyone involved. It required tireless 
effort by Rand Jack, Gordon Scott, 
Bruce Smith and Susan Trimingham. 
We appreciate the faith placed in us by 
Water District 10 commissioners and 
Whatcom County Council. Leade.rship 
by Whatcom County Executive Pete 

- Pat Kar/berg 

photo courtesy of the Bellingham Herald 

Catharine C. "Kitty" Stimpson 

Kremen and the Trillium Corporation 
was essential. Above all, we salute Su
san Trimingham, Edward Stimpson, 
Catharine R. Stimpson, Mary Rivkin, 
Jane Bremner, Caroline Macdonald and 
John Stimpson for continuing a family 
tradition of civic generosity. Their par-
ents would be proud. · 



B~siness Co1D1Dunity Partners With WLT 
By Geri Walker 

In 1996, the Land Trust received a 
Wilburforce Foundation grant to open 
an office and hire an office manager, a 
key event in our development. The of
fice has provided focus, professional
ism and efficiency. The grant posed 
only one problem: it expired in two 
years. 

To pick up the slack, we asked local 
firms to underwrite ongoing office ex
penses. First to volunteer was the Cas
cade Joinery, soon followed by 19 oth
ers. (A complete list of our Business 

Partners will appear in our forthcom
ing 2000 annual report.) Each partner 
made a pledge of $500-2,000 cash or 
in-kind services for five years. To date, 
19 firms continue to meet that pledge 
and seven more joined the list in 2000: 

Dream On Fu-ton 
Nancy Taylor, owner 

Roderick C. Bur-ton-Art & Design 
Rod Bur-ton, owner 

Mountain Ve-terinaryHospi-tal 
Michelle Schraeder 
and Ed Stone, owners 

Mark Anderson Land 
and Escrow Companies 

Mark Anderson, owner 

Yoga Northwest 
Inge/a Abbott, owner 

Water '5-esources Consul-ting 
Peter Willing, owner 

Pacific Surveying and Engineering 
Chad Simmons, manager 

Dependable support of the office is 
an enormous help. Please patronize 
our partners when possible, and men
tion the Land Trust wh·en doing so. 

Deming Homestead Eagle Park Opening Great Success 

photo courtesy of Rod Burton 

Outreach Committee volunteer Wilma Totten served hot cider, donated by 
(loud Mountain Farm: at the opening of the Deming Homestead Eagle Park. 
More than 300 people attended the event. 

Water Resources 

Consulting, LLC 

Peter Willing, Ph.D. 

1903 Broad~ay 

proposals 

webtext 

brochures 

writing 

Korman Watches Over 
WLT Eagle Park 

Thank you to Sara Korman, our 
volunteer Steward of the Deming 
Homest~ Eagle"Pn'R'.""Sara visits the 
park regularly and, together with 
other volunteers she coordinates, 
monitors litter, park equipment, a9d 
information displays. Sara also se
cured the donation of crushed rock 
from Concrete Nor'west of Everson. 

Your hard work is very much appre
ciated, Sara. 

Gravel Donation 
Thank you to Concrete Nor'west for 

their donation of three truckloads of 
crushed rock to dTess the trails at the 
Eagle Park. 

copy 

manuscripts 

CG'K WORDSMITH 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 
e-mail: p-..illing@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 FAX: (360) 676-1040 

rewrit~ & edit~ 
proofreading 

Cheryll Greenwood Kinsley 
voice&. fax .a 360•67 l • 1585 

cheryllk@msn .com 
cheryllk@aol.com 
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We're Going on Tour! 
Whatcom Land Trust's Outreach Committee has orga

nized tours of some of Whatcom County's most interesting 
and beautiful places protected through the work of the Land 
Trust and public-private partnerships. Now's your opportu
nity to visit these local gems, and learn more about the sites 
from interpretive experts. 

The tours will take place on Saturday mornings, begin
ning February 24 and running through August 22. Duration, 
Il;aximum number of participants, and considerations such 
as difficulty level and parking are noted for each tour. 

Reservations are REQUIRED for all tours. 
1. Members of Whatcom Land Trust may sign up for tours 

by calling Whatcom Land Trust during business hours. 

Name, address, and phone are required for registration. 
If all spots are not taken, non-members may sign up for 
tours 3 weeks prior to each tour. This allows our mem
bers to have first priority during this pilot series. 

2. Space is limited for most tours, so reserve your spot early. 
Once a tour is filled, a stand-by list will be created and 
drawn on if a reservation is cancelled. 

3. Donation of $5 per person for non-members requested. 
4. Reservations and stand-bys for each tour will gauge 

demand for particular tours. This will allow us to sched
ule additional tours of popular sites in the future. 

5. If you would like to help by volunteering during a tour, 
please let us know by calling 650-9470. 

Schedule of Whatcom Land Trust Tours 

photo courtesy of Mark Turner 

Falls at Squires Lake. 
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Our apologies that the volunteer production schedule for 
The Steward didn't allow us to bring you this information in 
a more timely manner. We hope you heard about these tours 
through other sources. If there is interest,. we plan to repeat 
many tours. So please let us know if you want to attend. 

,Squires Lake Park 
St;eve LeCocq, Park Manager, Whq"tcom Coun"ty 
Parks & Recrea"tion-Tour Leader 

Naturalist Steve LeCocq engaged tour members in the his
tory of how this beautiful park was created by local citizens, 
and helped them explore the ecology of this unique lake in 
south Whatcom County. 

Edward & Catharine 
Stimpson Natur.e Reserve 
Saturday, Mar. 31 
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Maximum:15 
Gordon Sco"t"t, WL T Conserva"tion Direc"tor
Tour Leader 

Explore Whatcom County's newest nature reserve with 
our Conservation Director - be among the first to learn 
·about the history and ecology of this extraordinary reserve 
protecting some of the unique habitat in the Lake Whatcom 
watershed. Moderate to steep hiking. Wear weather-appro
priate gear for hiking. Carpool from Sudden Valley Gate 1 
Park-n-Ride on Lake Whatcom Blvd. Last carpool leaves at 
9:45 a.m. (WLT volunteers will assist in carpooling). 



A Private Nature Reserve 
Saturday, Apr. 21 10:00 a.m. - nool'.1 Maximum: 12 people 

Unique tour with Dr. Patricia Otto, WLT Land Steward of the Year 2000. Patricia has graciously agreed to give us a tour of 
her private "nature reserve" surrounding her home in the Lake Whatcom watershed. Focus will be on wildlife a11.d habitat 
restoration. Wear boots; be prepared for long, wet grass. Directions available at time of registration. 

/ 

Chuckanut Trail System Tour/hike, Chuckanut Drive 
Saturday, May 5 10:0(? a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Maximum: 30 people 

Ken Wilcox, WLT volunt;eer, aut;hor of Hiking Whatcom County and Tim Wahl, Environment;al Planning 
& Acquisit;ions Specialist; for Greenways-Tour Leaders 

Local experts Ken Wilcox and Tim Wahl will explain the history of a beautiful ridge, and how it was protected through 
the efforts of local citizens, as they lead us on a 3-hour hike. Circumstances permitting; we will break i,.nto 2 groups for an 
easy-moderate 2-3 mile hike and a longer 5-7 mile hike with higher difficulty. 

Wear weather-appropriate gear for hiking. More detailed information, directions and carpooling information will be 
available at time of registration. (WLT volunteers will assist in carpooling). 

North Fork Nooksack 
Saturday, June 2 
10:00 a.m. - 1.:00 p.m. 
Maximum: 15 people 

John Thompson, Resource Planner for 
What;com Count;y Public Works, Ned 
Currence, Habit;at; Biologist; for t;he 
Nooksack Tribe, and Gordon Scot;t;, 
Conservat;ion Direct;or for What;com 
Land Trust;-Tour Leaders 

Three local experts will guide us on a tour of 
four WLT properties along the North Fork 
Nooksack, exploring the river's ecology and hydrol
ogy. We'll take a close look at how preservation of 
the river corridor protects the life cycle of native 
salmon. Stunning views of Mt Baker are an added 
bonus for this one-of-a-kind event. 

Wear weather-appropriate gear for hiking . 
.Meet at Mt. Baker Baptist Camp RV parking lot. 
Detailed directions to parking location available 
at time of reservation. 

More tour information on page 10 

SHK 

R CI I IT .EC TS, f nc. 

Environmentally Sensitive • Su,tainalile Desigm 

Susan Holman Kartman , i\ . l.t\. 

360 • 738 • 3499 (ph) 
738 • 0 119(t) 
1500 12th St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
design@shkarchitccts.com 

North Fork of the Nooksack. 
photo courtesy of Gordon Scott 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Ofi ce Independently Owned and Operatec 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 
The Honest and Caring REALTOR" 

913 Lakeway Drive 
Bellingham, Washington 98226 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Office: (360) 384-1313, Ext. 3040 
Voice Mail/Pager: (360) 715-7575 

Fax: (360) 671-8022 
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Whatcom Land Trust Tours continpedtrampage9 

/ 

Nesset Farm Tour, Acme 
~aturday, June 23 10:00 a.m. - '1:00 p.m. Maximum: 15 people · 

Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt:., WLT volunt:.eer and st;eward of Nesset; Farm, -Tour Leader 

Explore this historic Norwegian homestead and its surrounding forests in what is soon to be a premier public park 
gracing Whatcom Col}nty's central valley. Easy to moderate. Bring your lunch for after the tour if you like! Carpool from 
Acme Presbyterian Church, Rt. 9, Acme. Last carpool leaves at 9:45 a.m. (WLT volunteers will assist in carpooling). 

Teddy Bear Cove Tour, Chuckanut Drive 
Saturday, Aug. 22 10:00 a.m. - noon Maximum: none 

St:.eve LeCocq, Park -Manager, What;com Co. Parks Dept;. -Tour Leader 

Find out about the ecology and history of this beautiful beach with views of the San Juans and Clarks Point. Find out how 
local people helped preserve this lovely cove. Steep 1-mile trail to and from the cove. Parking at N. Chuckanut Trailhead 
parking lot (just past Old Samish turn off) on Chuckanut Drive. 

Carpooling informa_tion available at time of registration. (WLT volunteers will assist in carpooling). 

_ Thanks to tour leaders for their time and expertise bringing us closer to the lands we've helped p _rotect. 

Community Corner _ 

,Co111ing to a Neighborhood Near You! 
I\Jember.s of Whatcom Land Trust will be hosting additional neighborhood gatherings to share information about pro

tecting lands for future generations. The following meeti~gs are scheduled: 

Sehome Village 
' Tuesday, April 10 at 6:00 p.m. 

REI, Sehome Village 

Blaine 
May 

call 360-650-9470 for dat:.e and t;ime 

-Thus far, community meetings have focused on Fairhaven, the South Hill area of Bellingham, Everson and Acme. These 
_ gatherings have featured a slide presentation of beautiful Whatcom places, the chance to share visions of the future with 

Whatcom Land Trust staff, members, and volunteers-, and enjoy refreshments and conversation with neighbors. Through 
the neighborhood gatherings, we have welcomed over 40 new members to Whatcom Land Trust! Thank you to member 
hosts Cindy Klein, Joy Monjure, Barbara and Mike Ryan, Bill Hinely, Hugh and Julie Fleetwood, Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt and 
Sharon Digby for making the last three events possible. 

If you know someone who would like to learn more about the Land Trust, just bring them to one of the gatherings above, 
or call us at 650-9470 to schedule one in your neighborhood. · ' · 

~D ESCROW COMPA N,ES 

Mt. Baker's leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 
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Quality You Can Feel ... 
Rolfing® can: 

• reduce pain • enhance athletic ability 
• • improve posture & flexibility • increase vitality 

Call for a free consultation -

Andrew A. Albrecht, P.T. 
• Certified Rolfer 

• 18 years physical therapy experience 

(360) 676-6007 • 119 N. Commercial, # 910 • Bellingha1t1 



WLTNEWS 
Volunteers 

Media List; 
Thank you to Connie Clement who 

recently helped the Land Trust perform a 
comprehensive update of our contact 
information for local newspapers, television 
and radio stations, and on-line news 
sources. Media coverage is key to raising 
awareness of conservation issues and land 
stewardship. Connie's detailed changes were 
a big help in our _ability to get our news to 
the right folks. · 

Phot;o Albums 
In addition to providing weekly office 

support, Sally Hansberry has taken on the 
task of organizing our property photos. 
Sally took the time to research rhe best 
buys for dividers and disk pockets, and 
devised a simple indexing system which, 
when completed, will make retrieving 
photos a breeze. Thanks for all your 
constant help, Sally! 

Property Book 
As part of an internship required for 

graduation from Huxley College, Jaime 
Thomson created a new educational and 
fund-raising tool for the Land Trust. The 
property book features succinct descrip
tions of key Land Trust properties accompa
nied by photos or artwork. Jaime coordi
nated all aspects of the property book. ):{er 
hard work' created a beautiful final product. 

Whatcom Land Trust Awarded Grant from Dudley Foundation ~ 
• In December 2000, the Dudley Founda- wildlife habitat and natural landscapes. ~

1
-o/"'/JL)·-::-: ... ::::-::-,·:;r;.x"". -;-;--).,= 

tion awarded the Land Trust $12,000 for "Unr~stricted gifts give us flexibility and /' L · ~-,...._ '-;$:.:' :->~ 

unrestricted general operations in 2001. The economic breathing-room that is critical for ~.z--,~ 

. Dudley Foundation, which is dedicated to being an effective organization;' commented 
the relief of suffering, supports over 30 Board President Sharon Digby. Thank you to 
organizations worldwide, including those Development Task Force member Geri 
like Whatcom Land Trust and Northwest Walker, who successfully applied for this 
Ecosystem Alliance which help protect new grant. 

Andrea Hood is New Membership Coordinator 
As Laura Pitts steps into the role of a 

volunteer for the Outreach Committee with 

photo courte5y of Andrea Hood 

Andrea, Liam and Mallory. 

Whatcom· Land Trust, Andrea Hood will be 
, assuming the responsibilities of Member

ship Campaign Coordinator through April 
200 I. Her educational background includes 
degrees in Landscape Architecture from the 
University of Georgia and Environmental 
Studies from the Yale School of Forestry. Her 
past work experience includes environmen
tal education activities with the Economic 
Development Association of Skagit County 
and the Skagit Conservation District. 

She and her husband Steve have two 
young child_ren, Liam iind Mallory, who they 
enjoy introducing to the great outdoors. 

· Andrea says she looks forward to meeting 
current Whatcom Land Trust members and 
helping the Land Trust build its member
ship in the months ahead! 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

(Sat. 7:30am - Sun. 8am) 

THc&:,·~ 
· A Wholesome Tradition 

1319 Railroad Ave. 
676-5288 

Wish List 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 

If you could help us with a donation or a good deal 
it would be greatly appreciated. 

35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 
Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

• Plain Paper Fax Machine 

• 10+ at;t;ract;ive folding or st;acking chairs 
\ 

• Wa/1-mount;ed pivot;ing plan holder 

• 3' x 6' t;able wit;h folding legs 
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Managing Board 

President 

Sharon Digby, Van Zandt 

- Vice-President 

Wendy Walker, Blaine 

Secretary 

Cindy Klein, Everson 

Co-Treasurers 

Hilda Bajema, Laurel 
Carl Batchelor, Whatcom Co. 

Registered Agent 

Bruce Smith, Bellingham 

Board Members 

Mark Anderson, Deming 

Rod Burton, Bellingham 

Bob Carmichael, Bellingham 

Bill Carroll, Ferndale 

Rand Jack, Van Zandt 

Bob Keller, Bellingham 

Mike Ryan, Bellingham 

Advisory Board 

Henry Bierlink, Lynden 

Joan Casey, Bellingham 

Mike Finger, Bellingham . 

Rosemary Flora, Everson 

_Clare Fogelsong, Bellingham 

John Gillies, Lynden 

Elaine Gold, Bellingham 

Phyllis Graham, Blaine 

Herman Miller, Everson 

Cornie Noteboom, Lynden 

Kerry Thalhofer, Acme 

Roger V;in Dyken, Lynden 

Shirley Van Zanten, Lynden 

Staff 

Conservation Director 
. Gofdon Scott 

Office Manager 
Jessica Raley 

Membership Campaign 
Andrea Hood 

301 W. Holly St. 

Suite #U-4 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

' Phone: 360-650-9470 

Fax: 360-650-0495 

E-mail: 

jess ica@ whatcom la ndtru st. colh 

http://www. whatcom land. com 
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In Metnory of Ru~h Kelsey 
In 1991, Ruth Kelsey donated 20 acres of forested wet

lands to the Whatcom Land Trust. Located near Lake 
Terrell west of Ferndale, the location provides prime 
habitat for a wide variety of wildlife. 

To recognize this generous contribution to local con
servation, the Land Trust acquired a large cast bronze 
plaque. Ruth edited and revi-sed the wording until it met 
_with her complete approval. Shortly before her death in 
December 2000, she asked tha't the plaque be mounted 
on a substantial stone, similar in size to those of the stone 
sculpture located in Boulevard Park . 

The Land Trust has been honored to receive contri
butions in memory of Ruth Kelsey. At her request, we 
will use these funds to acquire a stone and mount the 
plaque. Thank you to Catherine Chase, Phyllis Ennes, 

photo courtesy of Eyde Colello-Morton 

David and Carmella Marsh, Ann and Frank Nugent, Arlene and Steve Pilcher, Thomas and 
Rita Schlotterback, Clarice and Wayne Wills, Pat and Carl Withner, and the Women's Alli
ance of the Bellingham-Unitarian Fellowship for their gifts. 

If you wish to help in this recognition, you may send a contribution to Whatcom Land 
Trust, P.O. Box 6131, Bellingham, WA 98227. Please note"Ruth Kelsey PJaque"in the memo 
portion of your check. Gifts are tax-deductible. 

Donors will be invited to tour the Kelsey property this spring. 
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