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Whatcom Land Trust has a pur
chase and sale agreement to acquire 
Lily Point, an extraordinary 90-acre 
marine shoreline property, with 40 acres 
of tidelands, at the southeast corner of 
Point Roberts. Boundary Bay borders 
the property on one side and the Straits 
of Georgia on the other. 

The purchase price is $3,500,000, 
while the appraised value is $4,380,000. 
We recently received a grant for $1,750,000 
from the Estuary and Salmon Restora
tion Program. Out of 73 applications, 
Lily Point was awarded 23% of the 
grant funds available. Combined with 
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transaction costs, baseline data prepara
tion, a biological inventory, monitoring 
and stewardship, restoration assessment 
and planning, and an environmental 
education program. 

Lily Point hosts a dynamic assem
bly of e~ological processes. Nutrient

Lily Point is likely the 
most culturally and ecologi
cally endowed undeveloped 

We have now raised $2,950,000. This leaves 
us $550,000 short of the purchase price. 

filled currents sweep by 
reefs and tidelands; ripar
ian forests provide shade, 
bird perches, and insects 

property in the greater Puget Sound re
gion still in private ownership. For 9,000 
years, people have come to Lily Point be
cause of its biological richness. Whatcom 
Land Trust hopes to make sure that public 
access and biological richness will be 
maintained for the next 9,000 years. 

earlier commitments of $500,000 each 
from the State Department of Ecology 
and Whatcom County and $200,000 in 
private donations, we have now raised 
$2,950,000. This leaves us $550,000 short 
of the purchase price. In addition, we 
hope to raise an additional $250,000 for 

to the coastal environment; and eroding 
cliffs supply sand and gravel for spawn
ing fish and beach replenishment. These 
processes are essential to the fauna of 
Puget Sound-the Orea that patrol the 
Straits of Georgia, salmon that skirt 
Lily Point on their way ... continued on page 3 
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We are Moving! 
If you have visited our office 

recently, you probably noticed that we 
are cramped for space. The stacks of 
boxes and general clutter is negatively 
impacting our feng shui. Then there's 
the upcoming addition of a staff 
member. Without a remaining corner 
in which to stuff another employee, 
we have decided to move our offices 
to a larger space. ( Can you hear the 
staff cheering?) Our new offices will 
be across the alley from our current 
location. The new address is 110 Cen
tral (it's the basement of the Barron 
Smith Daugert law firm). Feel free to 
come visit us in our new space! 

If you have a desk, bookshelf, 
table, chair or filing cabinet that 
you would like to give to a worthy 
cause, WLT is interested in getting a 
few additional items for our new of
fice. This will allow us to create work 
spaces for interns and volunteers. If 
you have such items, please contact 
the WLT office at info@whatcom
landtrust.org or 650-9470. 
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Tribute to Renea Roberts 
Upon moving to Bellingham from 

Seattle, Renea Roberts rediscovered a 
few things that she values highly: her 
backyard, bike rides, and a connection 
with nature . She also discovered the 
Whatcom Land Trust. "I learned of the 
Land Trust's work, and it just made so. 
much sense to me, here is a way to shape 
the future and provide natural areas for 
my family and friends." 

Renea has been one of the primary 
reasons for the success of the Great Out
doors Auction the last three years. She 
has provided quiet and calm guidance 
behind the scenes and has consistently 
gone the extra mile to insure that the 
auction is both fun and profitable. "I 
loved the energy of the organization right 
from the beginning, the enthusiasm of the 
ultimate old codger, Bob Keller, was just 
inspirational to me. I've never regretted a 
moment that I've spent on the event; I've 
worried a bit mind you, but never been in 
full panic mode!" 

Renea has devoted much of her 
early career to working with non-profits, 
primarily focusing on fundraising for 
Seattle organizations. She started out 
young, serving as a mentor for Big Sisters 
while still a teenager. In addition to the 
help she provides the Land Trust, you 
might encounter her assisting other 
organizations that focus on domestic 
violence and women's issues. "The 
Women's Care Shelter is another interest 
of mine; I think they also are doing vital 
work in the community." Having lived in 
downtown Seattle for a number of years, 
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Renea brings her gifts of calmness, or
ganization and laughter to the auction 
as coordinator of the event. 

Renea lights up when she speaks of her 
relocation to the area. "The reasons I like 
living in Whatcom County are numer
ous, but they do center around being able 
to enjoy the natural setting, having time 
with my family, and enjoying a vibrant 
community." Renea and her daughter, 
Sinclair, enjoy biking, skiing, and hik
ing around the region. While you might 
encounter her drumming up support for 
the Great Outdoor auction, you can also 
secure her professional services as an 
event planner through Haggen Market 
Street Catering. As an organization, we 
consider ourselves fortunate to be the 
recipient of Renea's remarkable skills 
and thank her for all of the wonderful 
help she has provided. 
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Acquiring Lily Point co11tinuedfromf,011,page 

to the Fraser and Nooksack Rivers, 
bald eagles that scour the beach, great 
blue herons that stalk the tidelands, 
and waterfowl and shore birds that 
visit Boundary Bay. At a low tide in 
June, a delegation from the Land Trust 
saw nearly 100 eagles on the beach at 
Lily Point. 

Point Roberts is only a half-hour 
drive from Vancouver. The Point Roberts 
Beach Club, a proposed 103-house gated 
community, is less than 500 feet west of 
Lily Point. Whatcom County owns three 
of the four corners of Point Roberts
Monument Park, Lighthouse Park and 
Maple Beach. The latter was given to the 
County by Whatcom Land Trust encum
bered by a restrictive con
servation easement. Only 
Lily Point, by far the most 
ecologically important of 
the four corners, remains 
exposed to development. 

photo: John Scurlock 

The mixture of forest & tidelands make 
Lily Point ecologically rich. The history of Lily Point attests 

to its fecundity. Archeologists date 
human occupancy back at least 9,000 
years. For centuries, the Coastal Sal
ish Native Peoples maintained their 
primary reef net fishery and a summer 
village for as many as 500 people at Lily 
Point. Here the Lummi ancestors each 
year performed their most important 
"first salmon" ceremony to ensure the 
annual return of the fish for which they 
were dependant. They called this place 
Chelhtenem which means "hang salmon 
for drying." An 1881 newspaper reported 
10,000 salmon caught by 3 reef nets in 6 
hours. The Lummi Nation supports the 
Land Trust's purchase ofLily Point. 

By whatever mix of 
spirit and ecological pow
ers, Lily Point remains a 
place of prolific produc
tivity, just as it was when 
Salish people evoked spirit 
powers to ensure the return 
of the salmon to Chelhten
em and directed migrating 
fish to the reef nets. Per
haps by the grace of a spirit 
power, the plentiful natural 
heritage of Lily Point is still 
ours to preserve, but the 
opportunity will pass if we 
do not act. A 

photo: Cindy Klein 

A barnacle covered crab makes its way along the 
beach at Lily Point. 

Once the property is acquired, the 
Land Trust will protect it with a con
servation easement and will transfer 
ownership to Whatcom County for use 
as a park. 

Visit the Lily Point website 
To see more photos of the beauty of Lily Point, and learn more about 
this wonderful spot, view the Lily Point website by visiting www. 
whatcomlandtrust.org and clicking the Lily Point link. 

You can help buy Lily Point 
In addition to your contribution to the annual fund drive, please send 
a donation to Whatcom Land Trust to help preserve Lily Point. 

Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. 6131 
Bellingham WA 98227 

photo: Cindy Klein 

If acquisition is successful, Lily Point will be a place where future 
generations will be able to investigate diverse beach life. 
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Agate Bay Preserve Protects 
Lake Whatcom Water Quality 

The City of Bellingham and Whatcom Land Trust have reached 
an agreement to place a conservation easement over a tract of forest 
land in the Lake Whatcom watershed. The Agate Bay Preserve is an as
semblage of several separate tracts that together comprises 333.5 acres 
of second growth forest on the slopes of Squalicum Mountain just above 
Lake Whatcom. In the early 1990s, about 190 acres of the property was 
clear-cut harvested and replanted with Douglas fir, alder, and cedar. The 
remaining area was selectively harvested over the years, with some ar
eas oflarge openings 
and some in closed .. . a conservation easement ... 
canopy condition. eliminated 66 development 
Forest roads lace rights from the Lake Whatcom 
through the gently Watershed. 
sloping property and 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Natural lands, such as the Agate Bay Preserve, help 
keep Lake Whatcom clean and healthy. 

small seasonal streams drain directly into Lake Whatcom. The favorable 
terrain, the location of the property above Basin 2 and the rural 5-acre 
zoning made the acquisition and protection of this site a high priority for 
long-term watershed health. Agate Bay Preserve is already surrounded 
by many rural residential lots varying in size from one to twenty acres. 
By acquiring the property and protecting it with a conservation ease
ment to Whatcom Land Trust, the City ofBellingham has eliminated 66 
development rights from the Lake Whatcom Watershed. _. 

Maple Creek Park is a local link for Bay to Baker Trail 
Travel up the Mount Baker High

way to the small village of Maple Falls 
and you will find one of the hidden gems 
of Whatcom County, Maple Creek. As 
Maple Creek makes its way from Silver 
Lake to the North Fork Nooksack byway 
of Maple Falls, it flows over a small but 
significant waterfall that gives the com
munity its name. This October, the Land 
Trust facilitated the purchase of 75 acres 
on Maple Creek, including the namesake 
waterfall, for Whatcom County Parks. 
The Parks Department will utilize the 
site as a trailhead for the popular Bay 
to Baker Trail. County Parks owns the 
property and the Land Trust protects 
the ecological and recreational values of 
the site in perpetuity with a restrictive 
conservation easement. 

The Maple Creek Park property is a 
73.08 acre tract of mature forest bordering 
1,800 feet of Maple Creek just north of the 
Mt. Baker Highway and east of the Silver 
Lake Road. Maple Creek Park borders the 
Bay to Baker Trail system along its south
ern boundary and will serve as a critical 
link and trailhead for that. The property 
has been vacant for some years but an old 
homestead pasture and pond is a vague 
reminder of early North Fork settlers. The 
character of the timber on the property 
is mixed species generally 50-100 years 
old. Old, gnarly, moss-covered big-leaf 
maples, Western hemlocks, Western Red
cedar, and Douglas fir shade Maple Creek, 
creating a quiet, reflective atmosphere 
along the gentle stream. 

Maple Creek Park will provide 

a needed public outdoor recreational 
opportunity for residents of Whatcom 
County in an area with few parks or 
recreation sites. Hiking trails through 
the forest will give the public a chance to 
experience wildlife and solitude. Scenic 
views of Mt. Baker and the Nooksack 
Valley will be possible from trails and 
picnic sites on the property. The Whatcom 
County Parks Recreation and Open 
Space Comprehensive Plan as well as the 
Foothills Comprehensive Plan update 
both identified the need for establishing 
a park/trailhead in this area. Whatcom 
Land Trust has helped create 11 new 
county park sites since 1998. We thank 
Whatcom County Parks and Director 
Mike Mcfarlane for their enthusiasm and 
help in creating Maple Creek Park. _. 
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The Man who Planted Trees 
Rand Jack 

Not so long after the founding of 
Whatcom Land Trust, I read a small book 
called The Man Who Planted Trees by Jean 
Giono. It is the story of an old shepherd in 
a dry, barren stretch of southern France. 
Each day the shepherd planted 10 acorns 
that he had gathered and carefully sorted 
the day before. Over the years a forest took 
hold, and the land was transformed into 
verdant hills with cool streams. 

Until just a few months ago, I 
thought that the story was a fable. Then I 
met a veritable "man who planted trees." 
His name is Bill Hogan. 

Bill grew up on 85 acres in rural New 
Hampshire to which his family fled in the 
wake of the Great Depression. When Bill 
was 10 years old, the New England hur
ricane of 1938 "flattened many of the trees 

photo: Eric Carabba 

The density and diversity of this forest demonstrates Bill Hogan's love of trees. 

in our inland area." With access to low-cost stock, "my family 
planted 1,500 seedlings, and the process apparently caused my 
two brothers and myself to become tree planters whenever the 
opportunity arose." 

Bill, a CPA, retired and moved to Bellingham in 1985. He 
"promptly started looking for a place to practice tree farming 
as a hobby." Two years later he purchased 20 recently logged 
acres on Squalicum Mountain. Supported by Whatcom County 
Farm Forestry, Bill planted nearly 5,000 trees there 
over the next 15 years-Douglas fir, western red ce
dar, noble fir, grand fir, Sitka spruce, Norway spruce 
and hemlock. When he ran out of room to plant more 
than an occasional tree, he began to prune the forest. 
Like Jean Giono's "man who planted trees," Bill Hogan 
transformed a barren landscape into a park. 

And like the shepherd in southern France, Bill did 
not feel the need to explain why he planted trees. "I just 
wanted to plant trees. I had it in mind for a long time ... 
I just like a lot of trees." For Bill and for the shepherd, 
the fruit of their labors speaks for itself. 

Bill came into the office to sign the deed, we gave him a copy of 
The Man Who Planted Trees as a symbol of what he has done 
and of our gratitude for the trust he has placed in us. 

For me, The Man Who Planted Trees has become a meta
phor for the work of the Land Trust. Hopefully, what we do 
day-by-day, step-by-step is transforming the future landscape 
of Whatcom County and will help keep it a verdant land with 
cool streams . .A 

In August, Bill entrusted his legacy to Whatcom 
Land Trust with the donation of his land and his trees. 
His only instructions were that "the Land Trust needs 
to do what is best for the Land Trust with this property." 
He also had one request - that he be allowed to continue 
to plant and prune in the forest that he created. When 

photo: Rand Jack 

Bill Hogan and Whatcom Land Trust President, Chris Moench. 
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Purchase of Development Rights 
for Agricultural Protection 

Whatcom Land Trust was started in 
1984 as local farmers, concerned citizens, 
and politicians recognized the threat 
development posed to farmland and the 
importance of farmland preservation. Lo
cal family-run dairy farms have been the 
cornerstone of agriculture in Whatcom 
County. Since Herman Miller's dona
tion of the first conservation easement 
protecting his 160 acre farm in the mid 
1980s, there has been substantial decline 
in the number of dairy farms in Whatcom 
County and Washington State while the 

to preserving productive agricultural 
land by purchasing development rights 
to ensure that productive land remains 
available for agriculture. As of Septem
ber 2007, the Whatcom County Purchase 
of Development Rights Program has 
acquired 69 development rights and pre
served approximately 402 farmland acres. 
The total value of the development rights 
acquired is $3,285,200. Whatcom Land 
Trust.is a partner with Whatcom County 
as we co-hold the conservation easement. 
As a partner, we are responsible for an-

photo: Eric Carabba 

Jersey cows on the Groen farm-part of the rich Whatcom County dairy industry. 

remaining farms have grown in size and 
production. Whatcom County continues 
to have the highest dairy production of 
the western 17 counties in Washington 
state. Protecting farmland is vital to 
ensure economic security for our commu
nity as farmland continues to be forever 
lost to development. 

Whatcom County's local govern
ment has demonstrated its commitment 

nual monitoring of the property and 
conservation easement. We are excited 
and eager to be involved in the preserva
tion of farmland in the county. 

Whatcom County has recently 
purchased the development rights from 
three dairy farms. The Dickson family 
permanently protected their fertile 40-
acre dairy farm on the corner of East 
Hemmi and Noon Road. The late Paul 

and Elsie Dickson had farmed on the 
property for the past 60 years where 
they raised between 40 to 50 Jersey cows. 
The farm is currently leased to a local 
farmer who raises Jersey cows on the 
lush pastures. Howard and Judith Holz 
have protected 80 acres of their dairy 
farm along East Hemmi Road. In 2004, 
they sold the development rights to 40 
acres. This fall, Howard and Judith sold 
the development rights to the remain
ing 40 acres of pasture. Steve and Sheri 
Groen have protected their 94.5 -acre 
dairy farm on Barnhart Road where they 
raise Jersey cows. 

PDR applications are 
still being accepted 

Whatcom County invites you to 
submit an application to the county's 
farmland protection program, which 
was adopted by the Whatcom County 
Council on September 10, 2002. This 
program allows for the purchase of de
velopment rights from farm properties. 
Farmland owners retain all other rights 
to their property, including the right to 
continue farming or to sell their land. 
A permanent conservation easement 
is placed on the farm property thereby 
protecting the land from development 
in perpetuity. 

The Whatcom County Planning 
and Development Services will be ac
cepting applications for the Purchase of 
Development Rights Program through 
November 15, 2007. Applications may 
be obtained from the County Planning 
website (www.co.whatcom.wa.us/pds/ 
planning/index.jsp) or at the County 
Planning Office, 5280 Northwest Drive, 
Bellingham, WA. For more information 
please contact Kraig Olason or Samya 
Lutz at 676-6907. 
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Canyon Creek is Native 
Chinook Salmon's Last Stand 

When Whatcom County's endan
gered Chinook salmon swim up the 
North Fork Nooksack looking for a good 
place to lay their eggs, chances are they 
will head for Canyon Creek near Glacier. 
Canyon Creek has long been recognized 
as the most popular Chinook salmon 
spawning reach in the Nooksack basin. If 
we can save naturally-spawned Chinook 
from extinction, Canyon Creek will play 
a major part in that effort. 

Canyon Creek is one of the largest 
tributaries of the North Fork, draining the 
alpine heights of Bear Paw and Church 
Mountains. The majority of the watershed 
lies within the Mt. Baker National Forest 
where heavy industrial logging occurred 
up to the 1990s. The very lowest portion 
of the watershed is home to the Glacier 
Springs Subdivision and a former popular 
recreational resort known as The Logs, 
both of which are situated on one of the 
largest and most dangerous alluvial fans 
in the county. This fact became fright
eningly evident in November 1989 and 
again in 1990 as very large floods filled 
with rocks and trees scoured the lower 
Canyon Creek basin, destroying homes, 
roads, and infrastructure. Public agencies 
responded to this disaster by construct
ing rip-rap flood barriers and eventually 
a 2,400' long, 30' high massive rock dike 
in an attempt to keep Canyon Creek from 

causing more damage. Unfortunately 
for Chinook salmon, access to 4 miles 
of spawning habitat in Canyon Creek 
was blocked by the construction of the 
dike. Despite spending millions of dol
lars trying to control the creek and real
izing the harm done to Chinook salmon 
spawning habitat, Whatcom County 
eventually came to the conclusion that 
is would be cheaper to buy out the land
owners in most risk of harm rather than 
to keep spending public dollars on flood 
control works. Consequently in 2001, 
Whatcom County River and Flood Divi
sion partnered with the Land Trust and 
applied for and received matching grants 
from both FEMA and the State Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board to purchase 
properties along Canyon Creek, remove 
all structures, and protect the area for 
salmon habitat. Plans were also laid for 
repairing the damage to Canyon Creek 
and improving fish passage for Chinook 
and the other five species of salmon that 
spawn in the creek. This September, the 
River and Flood Division transferred to 
Whatcom Land Trust the now vacant 68 
acre Logs property along with four lots in 
Glacier Springs, completing the first joint 
salmon and flood management project in 
the county. 

The Land Trust will manage this 
sensitive area for salmon and wildlife 

LANO ANO ESCROW COMPANIES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Cold water rushes down Canyon Creek. 

habitat. Plans are being developed for the 
county to remove a portion of the dike 
constraining Canyon Creek, remove the 
Chinook salmon passage barrier, and re
vegetate gravel bars along the flood plain. 
The Land Trust and Whatcom County 
will work together to protect and restore 
Canyon Creek to its former preeminence 
as a Chinook spawning stream. A. 
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On The Land 

What is going on Out On the Land? 
Eric Carabba 

Stewardship is the cornerstone of 
the Land Trust's mission. Stewardship 
of the land comes in a variety of forms 
from allowing nature to take its course 
to active intervention to restore non
functioning habitat. Whether ecosystems 
and natural processes are functioning or 
being restored, invasive plants continue 
to threaten wildlife habitat throughout 
Whatcom County. This past July Service 

photo courtesy of Alan Fitzberg 

Walking encyclopedia, Doug Huddle, 
shares some of his knowledge about 
fish with volunteer land monitors. 

for Peace volunteers spent a day remov
ing blackberry and knotweed along Bell 
Creek near Welcome. This coming fall and 
winter, Lummi Nation Natural Resources 
will begin site preparation by removing the 
remaining invasive plants in order to plant 
a buffer of conifers along Bell Creek and the 
North Fork of the Nooksack River. 

Whatcom Land Trust is planning 
three work parties this fall. On October 
20 you can join us to remove an old 
barbwire fence between Blue Mountain 
Conservation Easement and WLT's new 
Port Blakely II property along the South 
Fork of the Nooksack near Saxon. On 
October 27, you can join Whatcom Land 
Trust, Whatcom County Parks, and the 
Jensen family for "Make a Difference 
Day" to remove the remaining English 
holly and other invasive plants and help 
gravel the trail at the Jensen Family 
Forest Park near Custer. On November 
3, we are planning to remove old barb
wire fences in preparation for planting 
conifer buffers along Maple Creek near 
Maple Falls. All work parties are from 
9 am to noon. Tools, gloves, and snacks 
are provided! Please call 650-9470 for 
directions to the site! 

Truck Needed 
WLT is in need of a small truck or 

other modest vehicle that our property 
steward could use to travel the county. 
If you or someone you know has such 
a vehicle and is interested in donating 
it, please contact Jerry at 650-9470 or 
jerry@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

Volunteers help Whatcom Land 
Trust through work parties and as volun
teer land stewards. Whatcom Land Trust 
volunteer stewards have been instrumen
tal in keeping an eye on and caring for 
our properties and providing a necessary 
presence on public lands. During a recent 
training session, a dozen volunteers 
attended to learn more about salmon, 
wildlife, and native and invasive plants at 
Deming Homestead Eagle Park. We try to 
coordinate between 3 to 5 volunteer land 
stewards per property. We can use extra 
help monitoring several of our riparian 
properties between Welcome and Glacier 
along the North Fork. If you are interested 
in becoming involved, please contact Eric 
Carabba or Steve Walker at 650-9470. Call 
now and get out on the land! • 

photos: Eric Carabba 

Left: Volunteer land monitors braved the chill to learn the duties of monitoring. 
Right: Service for Peace volunteers removed knotweed and blackberries to allow native vegetation to thrive at Bell Creek. 
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Membership 
Program 

One of goals of the Land Trust strategic plan, adopted 
earlier this year, was to clarify the organization's membership 
program. Membership programs provide a long-term, stable 
source of unrestricted income while increasing community 
awareness and support of our work. As individual members 
become more deeply connected to our mission, their personal 
commitment to support our organization through donations 
of time and money grows stronger. We depend on the support 
and trust of the community in which we work, and we do all 
that we can to continuously earn that support and trust. 

The Land Trust has had difficulty in the past identifying 
who is and who is not a 
member of the organiza
tion. The desire has always 
been to lean toward the 
most inclusive definition of 
membership and count all 

We depend on the 
support and trust of 
the community in 
which we work ... 

who have supported the organization as members. The general 
sense has been that we ask our supporters for assistance once 
a year and that appeal is not a "membership drive". Although 
we have had membership drives in the past and most support
ers consider themselves members, there is no clear definition 
of "member." Our focus in the near future will be to develop 
a membership base that is inclusive and recognizes the many 
different types of support we receive organizationally. 

It is our intent to be thoughtful and considerate of our 
supporters' time, effort, and commitment, and not engage 
in high pressure fundraising tactics. We will in the future 
seek support in addition to the annual appeal, and strive 
to provide a widespread understanding of the value of land 
conservation and stewardship. In return, our members' as
sistance reinforces the validity of our efforts on their behalf, 
supplies important knowledge, skills, volunteer time, and 
provides financial stability. The costs of maintaining a vi
able organization continues to_ rise, and just as many of you 
struggle within your budget, the Land Trust also is challenged 
to cover the costs of the organization. WLT has made a com
mitment to treat every donor with gratitude and respect; we 
are appreciative of your support in the past and hope that you 
recognize the value of investing in an organization dedicated 
to the preservation of the best of Whatcom places . .A. 

Outreach Volunteers 
at Summer Events 

Thanks to dedicated volunteers, Whatcom Land Trust 
had a presence at several events this summer. In July, the WLT 
"float" (a non-motorized display) rolled along in the Birch Bay 
parade and the Ferndale Old Settlers Days parade. The exposure 
was great, and the display received cheers from onlookers. It 
even won an award at the Ferndale parade! Many thanks to 
Rod Burton who designed and built the float, and to Bob and 
Marcie Toby and Sara Hill who joined Rod Burton and Connie 
Clement to happily guide the craft. 

Volunteers worked the 
Whatcom Land Trust booth 
this summer, allowing WLT 
to have a presence at the Com
munity Food Co-op Party, 
NW Washington Fair, Dray
ton Harbor Maritime Festival, 
and Bellingham Farmers 
Market. Many thanks to Bob 
and Marcie Toby, Pat Wenke, 
Nancy Hart, Gwen Parker and 
Cynthia Millar for working 
the booth! 

If you are interested in volunteering for Whatcom Land 
Trust outreach efforts, contact Connie at connie@whatcom
landtrust.org or by calling 650-9470, and ask to be included on 
the volunteer email list. An email is sent once a month listing 
upcoming volunteer opportunities. 

We encourage all volunteers to complete the enrollment 
form at the Whatcom Volunteer Center website so you will be 
covered by insurance while volunteering for Whatcom Land 
Trust. The site address is: www.whatcomvolunteer.org. For 
those who have completed the form in the past, it needs to be 
updated yearly, so please see the short Insurance Update form 
on the Volunteer Center website. 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 
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New Places and Faces in our Office 
Eric Carabba Becomes Conservation Director 

WLT has been blessed for many years with an inspiring, 
dedicated and effective staff. Every staff person works collabora
tively with the board, volunteers and one another with the good 
humor and ease we all hope resides within our own families. 
Change to the composition of the staff could be greeted with the 
mixture of excitement and trepidation that might accompany 
the arrival of a new baby or puppy into a family. Fortunately we 
hire wonderful people who help WLT achieve great success. 

issues. We are very excited to have Eric moving into a position 
with the Trust that we hope will provide enough challenge and 
satisfaction to keep him with the Trust for many years. This ar
rangement is very fortunate for WLT. We are able to retain the 
highly skilled and well loved presence of Gordon as he takes up 
a half time, two weeks on two weeks off, position as Conserva
tion Specialist. Gordon's primary focus will be salmon habitat 
acquisition projects. As Gordon and Eric have long been working 
closely we anticipate the new arrangement will be a boon to our 
conservation efforts. 

Way back last February our long time Conservation 
Director, Gordon Scott, asked the board if he could shift to a 
half time Conservation Specialist position with WLT to allow 
time to pursue some long delayed personal goals. f!is request 
initiated a process of finding and hiring a new Conservation 
Director culminating this Fall in the hiring of our Land Steward 
Eric Carabba. Eric brings to the Conservation Director job a 
life-long knowledge of the County land and people along with 
his highly developed understanding of WLT and conservation 

Of course Eric's shift to Conservation Director left us with 
an opening in our Land Steward position. It is our good fortune 
to welcome long time WLT member and volunteer Steve Walker 
into the position. Steve is an avid outdoors man with an intimate 
knowledge of Whatcom County landscape and conservation 
issues. He comes to the job eager to continue and expand the 
work of protecting and managing WLT property. A 

photo courtesy of Margo Burton 

photo courtesy of Rebecca Reich 

Margo Burton, Boardmember 
Margo is from Blaine and graduated from Blaine High School. She went to Whit

man College in Walla Walla, where she graduated with a BA in geology/environmental 
studies. Her undergraduate work took her to Alaska and Florida, where she studied 
glaciers and water quality, respectively. After graduation, she decided she wanted to 
work on issues of water quality and availability, so she decided to study hydrology 
at Western Washington University. After recently finishing the master's program 
at WWU, she started working as a hydrogeologist for Skagit County Public Works. 
She enjoys living in Bellingham, and exploring Skagit County through her work. In 
her free time, she likes to sew, knit, work in her garden, and ride her bike around 
Bellingham's parks. As a life-long resident of Whatcom County, she values the many 
treasures our area has to offer, so she's excited to be a member of the Whatcom Land 
Trust board and work to conserve our natural resources. A 

Rebecca Reich, Boardmember 
Rebecca Reich has lived &worked in Bellingham & Whatcom County since 1983. 

She moved here from Santa Fe, NM by way of Colorado where she studied Horticulture 
& then worked in the Nursery & Greenhouse industry for 5 years. She feels lucky to 
have always lived in beautiful places & wants to do her part in helping to protect & 
preserve Whatcom's bounty. Rebecca began her real estate career in 1986 & has since 
helped many local residents & transplants alike with their real estate needs including 
a variety of residential & land sales & consulting. She is an independent real estate 
agent at the Muljat Group's Bellingham office. Rebecca lives in Ferndale where she & 
her husband recently built a lovely home. She loves the outdoors, beaches, mountains, 
rocks, old barns, rural settings & has an appreciation for our agricultural heritage. 

Rebecca is excited about the opportunity to help WLT continue the important 
work that they do in protecting & preserving the wild lands & agriculture lands that 
makes this place one of the best places on earth! A 
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Upcoming Outreach Events 
Tours are free to WLT members. Suggested $5 to $10 donation for non-members is requested. 

Whatcom Land Trust's ARCO/BP Whatcom Land Trust's Chum 
Heron Reserve Tour and Coho Salmon Tour 
Saturday, October 13 
10am -12:30pm 
Leader: Ann Eissinger, Wildlife Biologist 
Limit: None 

Come join us for a slide presentation and talk on great 
blue herons followed by a visit to the heronry preserved by WLT. 
Wildlife biologist Ann Eissinger will provide information on 
these beautiful birds, and guide you around their nesting site. 
For more information and to register, call Whatcom Land Trust 
at 650-9470. (Also, Ann is looking for volunteers to help with 
the heron count in October. If interested, Connie can help you 
make contact with Ann.) 

Make A Difference Day 
Saturday, October 27 

Join Whatcom Land Trust on this national day of vol
unteering. We'll join the Make A Difference Day breakfast at 
Bellingham High School and then head out for a few hours of 
land restoration! For more information or to sign up, call Eric 
at 650-9470 or email him at eric@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

A Storytelling Celebration 
of Place 
Monday, November 12 
7:00 pm 
Village Books 

Bellingham Storytellers Guild will present an evening 
of tales celebrating the significance of place. This event kicks 
off the 2007 Tellabration Festival. Come join us for captivating 
stories that will get you thinking about the special places in 
your life. Admission is by donation and benefits the Voices of 
the Ancestors project and Whatcom Land Trust. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

Saturday, December 1 
10am-1pm 
Leader: Doug Huddle, Outdoors Writer 
Limit: 12 

Discover winter Chum & Coho on this trip along some 
of WLT's Nooksack River properties with fish surveyor Doug 
Huddle. See the salmon as they make their spawning trip up 
the river and learn about their tendencies and challenges from 
this experienced outdoorsman. 

Whatcom Land Trust's 
New Year's Bald Eagle Tour 
Monday, January 1 
10am -1pm 
Leader: Doug Huddle, Outdoors Writer 
Limit: 15 

Celebrate the New Year with magnificent Bald Eagles! 
This New Year's Day tour will visit a popular eagle fishing site 
protected by Whatcom Land Trust. Learn about the local re
covery of this endangered species and of the current threats to 
its food source. See local places where eagles like to roost and 
watch the birds in action! 

Private Tours for Your Group 
We have had two groups respond to our offer to have a 

private tour of a Whatcom Land Trust property. In July, we 
hosted staff and volunteers of Whatcom Hospice at Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve, and in August, a group from the 
Bellingham Photography Club explored Clark's Point with 
cameras in hand. If you would like your group to get a private 
tour of Whatcom Land Trust properties, just call Connie at 
650-9470 or email her at connie@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
• Each Off ice Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T. " 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail : juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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L __________ .J 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................... ... .......................... 8,885 

Miles of Riverfront ..................................................... 14 

Miles of Salt Water Shoreline ........................................ 7 
Public Parks Created ..................................................... 9 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($35 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City /Zip_____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # ____________________________ Expires: 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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Jake 
Steiner's 
Forestry 
Legacy 

Born in Bellingham in 1918, Jake 
Steiner came home from the hospital 
aboard the Bellingham Bay and British 
Columbia Railroad. Home was and still 
is property on the Nooksack's North Fork 
near Glacier, homesteaded by Jake's father 
in the 1880s. Little did Jake know that he 
was beginning a quiet, lifelong mission 
to protect a 12-acre stand of mighty old 
growth Sitka spruce on the homestead 
between Wildcat and McDonald Creeks. 

In May, Whatcom Land Trust 
purchased 230 acres from Jake, his 4 
children, and 17 grandchildren, includ
ing the 10-foot in diameter spruce trees 
and critical habitat for threatened spring 
Chinook and other salmon species. The 
$1,035,000 purchase price came from the 
State Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
and private donations to the Land Trust. 

After a stint in the lumber mill 
near his home, Jake went to work in the 
woods, moving through the ranks from 
choker setter to cutter - "because that 
is where the money was." As a young 
man, he stood on a springboard to cut 

Summer 2007 

photo: Rand Jack 

Whatcom Land Trust staff members Eric Carabba and Connie Clement assess the 
girth of one of Jake's big spruce trees. 

old growth cedar and hemlock with an 
ax and crosscut handsaw. In the 40s Jake 
was one of the first to use a chain saw, a 
Titan weighing over 100 pounds. 

Jake got a special deferment to stay 
home from World War II to cut giant 
yellow cedars near Glacier. New metal 
U.S. minesweepers were easy targets for 
German magnetic mines. In Jake's words, 
"They were duck soup for the Germans .... 
Everything that was metal- blooey!" Jake 
and his crew could deliver the big yellow 
cedars needed for the keels of wooden 
hulled minesweepers. 

Despite a lifetime as a logger, Jake 
never cut the great old spruce trees just 
down the river from his home. Even 

when he began to log the second growth 
timber on his own property in the 70s, he 
let those stand. Why? When asked, Jake 
replied simply, "I couldn't cut'em down." 
When asked again, Jake shed a little light 
on his relationship to those trees. "They 
were a good place to find some peace and 
quiet. I'd get some reading and go down 
and prop up against one of them trees." 
For Jake the spruce trees were also a link 
to the past, "part of the old days, I guess," 
part of a time Jake knew well when the 
hillsides and river bottoms were popu
lated with giant old trees like these. 

In a follow-up interview, Jake re
turned to the question about leaving the 
big trees and put it in a larger context. 

... continued on page four 
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Office Move Planned 
Come September 1, you should find us in 

our new digs at 300 North Commercial Suite 
4. It will be just a short move across the alley 
for us- we will be closer to the library, post 
office, and the City and County offices. Any 
of you who have visited the office recently 
know how hard pressed we are to find room 
to put anything down. The new office will 
be effectively two times the size of our pres
ent space and give us ample room for work 
stations, meetings, work parties, and some 
much needed storage room. 

Website Being Updated 
Keep your eyes out for a revitalized and 

far more functional land trust web site in 
early September. The address will remain 
the same WWW.Whatcomlandtrust.org, 
but the site will be filled with a variety of 
updates, fresh photography, maps, and 
information on many of our conservation 
projects. The web site is being redesigned 
and upgraded by Seth James Thomas. Look 
for examples of his work at http://www. 
sethjamesthomas.com/. We are excited by 
the early samples we have seen from him, 
and are looking forward to a brand new 
web presence. We'll let you know when 
it's up and available, Please continue to 
visit our current site until the new version 
comes online. 

Mayor's Arts Award 
We owe a big thank you to volunteer 

Connie Shannon! On April 19, in the 
Rotunda Room of the Whatcom Museum 
of History and Art, Mayor Tim Douglas 
honored Whatcom Land Trust with one of 
the 2007 Mayor's Arts Awards. The Mayor's 
Arts Awards honor Bellingham citizens 
or organizations who have significantly 
contributed to the arts in our community. 
Those receiving awards represent a wide 
variety of visual, performing and cultural 
art endeavors. Connie nominated the land 
trust's book, Whatcom Places II, praising 
the new book's adherence to the inspi
rational beauty and wise writing of the 
original Whatcom Places. Thank you Mayor 
Douglas, and thank you Connie! 
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BUSINESS PARTNER PROFILE 

Greg Aanes Furniture 
Greg Aanes Furniture is a Whatcom Land Trust Business Partner that has chosen 

to support the work of the land trust in a variety of ways. In addition to the traditional 
cash donation, the company has donated contract advertising space and has provided 
some of its product line of fine furniture to the Great Outdoors Auction. In speaking 
with company founder, Greg Aanes, one learns that the company takes a great deal 
of pride in being a local business. The company emphasizes producing the finest of 
products, constructing heirlooms, while using, whenever possible, a combination of 
local, sustainably produced, or reclaimed wood. Greg expresses a hope of continuing 
to expand the business. He is actively exploring the development of new workshop 
space, which would allow him to hire more employees and still retain the gallery space 
in downtown Bellingham. "I have a personal need to feel a connection with the local 
place, the local community. I would love to see the local marketplace operate on a scale 
in which locally raised hardwoods would be available for craftsmen like me and my 
employees. We are all invested in this area and I think our support of the work of the 
land trust reflects my commitment to this special place." 

Greg Aanes first began exploring woodworking as a career in his early twenties. 
The lack of a formal apprenticeship program caused him to devote a great deal of 
time to attending seminars and workshops. "I did workshops with the fine furniture 
maker Thomas Moser, and many others, but one particular workshop that taught me 
so many lessons, on so many levels, was with the Japanese craftsman Isaburo Wada. 
Isabura, the official boxmaker for the Emperor, taught patience and listening skills I 
really needed to develop at that time. I think I'm still learning from that experience." 
After working four years with John Erickson in Newcastle, Colorado, Greg opened 
his furniture gallery in Whatcom County in 1980, moving to his spot on the corner 
of Champion and Forest 10 years ago. 

Selling and promoting the business at a variety of venues has resulted in 
Greg traveling to shows in areas such as Baltimore, Chicago, and Philadelphia. 
In addition, the San Francisco and Santa Monica areas of California have proven 
remarkably fruitful for the company. Greg notes that one of the biggest changes he 

Volunteer Opportunities to Help WLT 

Outreach: Tabling & Parade Volunteers 

Administration: Help moving the Office at the end of Summer 

Land Management: Land Steward Training, September 21 & 22 

call the office at 650-9470 to get more information 

Newsletter Team .. .. .......... .. ....... Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Jerry De Backer 

Production Help!Proofreading ............. ...... .. .. .. .... .............. ....... ...... .. Sal Russo 

Design and Layout.. .... ............ . donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing ... ...... .............. .... .... ... ...... ................ ...... ..... ... .... ..... Lithtex Northwest 

Contributors ........ ... ........ .. ..... Connie Clement, Eric Carabba, Jerry De Backer, 
Rand Jack, Robert Keller, Gordon Scott 
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photo provided by Greg Aanes Furniture 

The craftsmen (from left: Joe Miles, Dan Reynolds, Greg 
Aanes, Eric Lundin) take a few moments break in the gallery 
showroom to test their handiwork. 

Land Trust supporter Pacific Tonewoods, and he has developed 
contacts for cherrywood from Pennsylvania and a deeply figured 
maple that comes from the Skagit area. One unique source has 
been mango trees from Hawaii that are harvested during lawn 
and farm renovations. Greg and his staff are tireless experi
menters and use everything from outdoor weathering to soil 
and aging to stabilize the shape and color of the mango wood. 
This experimentation results in some remarkably attractive 
pieces of furniture. 

has seen over the course of his time in the business has been 
the emergence of the Internet and the marketing possibilities 
to be found there. Inquiries, orders, and opportunities have 
come in over the Web with product being shipped to Germany 
and Hong Kong as a result. 

Greg and his family enjoy hiking and kayaking around the 
bay especially along the Chuckanut shore. He speaks fondly of his 
trip to Norway and the opportunity to cross country ski with the 
Norwegian Trekking Association. The experience of skiing hut 
to hut with mountain guides and other Norwegians provided an 
opportunity to connect with the community at a more personal 
level. Learn more about the business by visiting their website 
(http://www.gregaanesfurniture.com) or stopping by the gallery. 
To learn how your business might be part of the Business Partner 
program contact the land trust office at 650-9470. 

Greg believes that one of the integral components of the 
business is the ability to buy wood from a variety of different 
places. He has received a great deal of help from fellow Whatcom 

Pace of Conservation Work Increases 
Gordon Scott, Conservation Director 

In the last ten years Whatcom Land 
Trust has nearly tripled the number of 
conservation transactions completed 
each year. Often lost amid recent news of 
skyrocketing population growth, heated 
development pressures and ranking of 
Bellingham as yet another "Top Ten" 
place to live is the quiet but diligent effort 
of Whatcom Land Trust and our partners 
working to conserve the last best places of 
Whatcom County. Places like the Canyon 
Lake Community Forest, a 2,260-acre 
mountain watershed with 1,000 year old 
Alaska yellow cedar forest, is a living time 
capsule that only nature and time could 
create. Places like the Nesset Farm along 
the South Fork Nooksack recall bygone 
days of hard work and quiet simplicity. 
Places like the Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve in the Lake Whatcom Watershed 
reflect one family's generosity and com
munity spirit towards protecting our 

Number of Land Transactions Each Year 

• 0 0 0 
1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92 1992-93 1993-94 1994-95 1995-96 1996-97 1997-98 1998-99 1999-00 2000-01 2001 -02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

precious drinking water source. Places 
like the new Point Whitehorn Nature 
Reserve will show the community the 
value of forested wetlands and natural 
saltwater beaches. Yet even as more 
forests are cleared and more land is plat
ted for houses the Board and staff of the 
Land Trust are redoubling efforts to find 
creative ways and money to protect our 
community's greatest natural wonders. 

Much of the increase in conservation 
transactions stems from more and more 
landowners approaching the Land Trust 
seeking to protect the natural heritage 

of their home place. Additionally, public 
agencies and local governments are calling 
for greater efforts to protect Puget Sound, 
endangered species and watersheds. In 
order to meet this increasing demand the 
Land Trust will increase its conservation 
staff. This fall Conservation Director Gor
don Scott will focus half-time on special 
projects and the Board will hire a new full 
time Conservation Director. Whatcom 
Land Trust is rising to the challenge of our 
mission and carefully growing to meet the 
increasing pace of conservation needs in 
our community. 
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Steiner Legacy 
continued from page one 

"You know, I was talking about that 
spruce [stand] down there. One of 
the reasons I left it - in a thousand 
years there'll never be another crop 
of it like that. ... There's never go
ing to be any old growth again; it's 
a different kind of wood - climate 
change and all that." In fact, Jake's 
working in the woods led to his ap
preciation for the uniqueness of this 
stand of spruce. "Never realized 'til I 
got older what a rare find they were. 
They cleared everything out down 
in the river bottoms - that's about 
the only trees left anymore .... I cut 

photo courtesy of Jake Steiner 

Skeleton crew left to finish up things at Warnick Mill after hard times hit in 
1938-39. Jake on the far left - "My buddy bending my nose over." 

some pretty good size stuff. I was just kind a reluctant to cut'em 
cause I couldn't find anymore .... I held my feet when it came 
to cuttin'em." 

OPINION 
The Bellingham Herald TheBellinghamHerald.com 

OUR VIEW 

Land trust acquisitions 
preserve natural beauty 

Whatcom County residents should 
consider themselves lucky to live in a 
place where so many people are inter
ested in preserving natural beauty. 

That love of the outdoors and nature 
manifests itself in many ways here, not 
the least of which is a robust and active 
land trust organization that diligently 
works to set aside property in perpetu
ity. 

Earlier this month, the Whatcom 
Land Trust announced yet another pur
chase of property for preservation. The 
trust paid about $1 million for 230 acres 
of property along the north fork of the 
Nooksack River near Glacier. The natu
ral features on the property include 
massive old-growth Sitka spruce and 
the streams that serve as top-notch 
salmon habitat. Officials called the 
property the "largest functioning 
salmon habitat in the north fork outside 
of the national forest." 

As with all land trust acquisitions, the 
property owner deserves recognition as 
well: 89-year-old Jack Steiner decided to 
sell the property. Steiner, a logger, want
ed the spruce protected. He and his 
father had refused to cut the giant trees, 
some of which are 12 feet in diameter, 
despite owning the property for more 
than 80 years. 

The money for the purchase came 
from the land trust and the state Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board, which recog
nized the value after hearing that the 
state Fish and Wildlife Department had 

found eight species of salmon in creeks 
on the property or in the main stem of 
the north fork just off the property. 

ANEW PARK 
The Whatcom Land Trust is also mov

ing ahead with ptans for a new park and 
trail at Point Whitehorn. The land trust 
got the 51 acres of forested wetlands in 
a swap Trillium Corp. agreed to last 
year. In exchange, Trillium received 43 
acres off the southern end of Jackson 
Road, near Cherry Point. 

The land trust plans to build a park
ing Jot out of the wooded wetlands on 
the Point Whitehorn property, then 
build a trail through those woods to a 
! '&-mile stretch of public beach that 
was previously difficult to access. 

The new trail is just the latest in a 
long line of Whatcom Land Trust devel
opments that allow access to previously 
off-limits natural areas such as the 
Canyon·Lake Creek Community Forest 
property east of Deming and the Stimp
son Nature ReseiVe along Lake Louise 
Road on the way to Sudden Valley. Both 
of those properties include trail systems 
created in cooperation with other 
landowners. 

Tl1ese kinds of projects will provide a 
growing legacy of conservation in our 
community. We encourage anyone with 
valuable natural property to consider 
using the land trust to set it aside for 
future generations - as Jack Steiner, 
and so many before hin1, have doue. 

The big spruce are just part of the ecosystem that make 
the Steiner property probably the largest, most important 
functioning salmon habitat in private ownership on the 
North Fork. The property includes 1.5 miles of frontage on 
the Nooksack, floodplain covered by mature forest and laced 
with side channels, riparian forest along 2,000 feet of Wildcat 
Creek and 1,700 feet of McDonald Creek. Doug Huddle, for 
16 years the Department of Fish and Wildlife's fish man on 
the Nooksack, has observed 8 anadromous fish species at the 
Steiner place-spring Chinook, pink, chum, Coho, sockeye, 

"You know, I was talking about that 
spruce [ stand J down there. One of 
the reasons I left it - in a thousand 
years there'll never be another crop 
of it like that . .. " Jake Steiner 

winter run steelhead, sea run cutthroat, and native char. 
According to Huddle, "this is one of the few locales in the 
Nooksack basin of sufficient complexity to be utilized by all 
of these species." 

The Land Trust first began talking to Jake about this 
exceptional property nine years ago. Jake knew that he wanted 
to work with the Land Trust to protect the big trees but the 
timing just wasn't right. And now, finally, through Jake's 
stewardship and foresight, the big trees and salmon habitat 
are permanently protected. If you want to "find some pe~ce 
and quiet" visiting Jake's big spruce trees, keep an eye out for 
a Whatcom Land Trust tour. And remember that your support 
makes this possible. 
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Carrascos Protect Wild Classroom 
Ken and Mariann Car

rasco bought their 40-acre 
Blue Mountain Farm off the 
Saxon Road in 2006. Mariann 
is a wildlife biologist and Ken 
a fish and marine biologist, so 
it should come as no surprise 
that one of the first things 
they did after acquiring the 
property was to call Whatcom 
Land Trust about putting a 
conservation easement on their 
land. In May of this year, they 
did just that. As Ken put it, "Our 
overriding goal is to preserve 
wildlife habitat. As the county 
grows, it makes us feel good 
to know that this will never 
be touched, that it will remain 
forever wild." 

The easement covers 28 photo: Gordon Scott 

acres of diverse habitat near A beautiful grove of red cedars graces the new Carrasco conservation easement. 

the South Fork of the 
Nooksack-mature " ••• We Want to have a place where people can Another part of the 

evergreen, decidu- learn and experience the wilderness ... " 
ous, and mixed for-

Carrascos' dream is to use 
the 20 person facilities on 
the remaining 12 acres of 

Ken & Mariann Carrasco 
ests, a rich, spring-
fed wetland complex, steep hillsides 
and floodplain. Coho salmon share the 
wetland ponds with patrolling beavers. 

Mariann releases lucky rehabilitated 
animals here, ranging from skunks to 
wood ducks. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Ken Carrasco and WLT President Chris Moench 
celebrate the signing of the conservation easement. 

The Purpose sec
tion of the conservation 
easement describes the 
Carrascos' dream: "to 
protect forever the forest, 
habitat and natural values 
on the Property, including 
the wetland and aquatic 
habitat, to foster natural 
forest succession toward 
old growth forest condi
tions and to maintain 
open space, aesthetic and 
wildlife values." The ease
ment will help make this 
dream a reality. 

their property as a center for environ
mental education and other learning 
activities. In addition to protecting 
wilderness, "we want to have a place 
where people can learn and experience 
the wilderness, can learn and experi
ence all aspects of forest ecosystems in 
the Cascades." Mariann and Ken plan 
to use the facilities for organizations to 
offer workshops that help people bet
ter understand and appreciate wildlife, 
ecology, wetlands, fisheries, and plant 
identification, as well as other educa
tional interests. 

To better match their dream, the 
Cararascos have renamed the prop
erty The Lodge at Blue Mountain Farm, 
a perfect place to combine protecting and 
learning about the natural wonders of 
Whatcom County. 
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On The Land 

Successful Work Parties 
Eric Carabba, Property Steward 

Thank you to all the students at 
Western Washington University through 
Business and Accounting Professionals 
(BAP) and Learning Environment Action 
Discovery (LEAD) and other volunteers 
who participated in several work parties 
this past spring on conservation ease
ments and land owned by the land trust. 
Two separate work parties with Western 
students visited the Pratum property in 
the Lake Whatcom watershed on the 
southern slopes of Lake Whatcom to 
remove an infestation ofEnglish holly. LEAD students partici
pated in several work parties at Clark's Point to remove Scotch 
broom and English holly. 

In March, 20 high school students from Windward High 
School in Ferndale helped remove blackberries and plant red 
cedar and Sitka spruce along a tributary stream ofTerrell Creek 
at Whatcom Land Trust's Kelsey property. Thank you to Farmers 
Growing Trees for Salmon for donating the trees. 

Nearly forty volunteers assembled at Jensen Family For
est Park on Earth Day to clean up the trail from windfalls and 
remove English holly. The Jensen family is greatly appreciative 
of the efforts of so many young people who came to help out. 

In May, we wrapped up our spring volunteer work par
ties with the help ofBAP by picking up a truck and trailer piled 
high with garbage dumped at Whatcom Land Trust's Racehorse 
Creek Property. 

Bob Keller and family friends joined the Clark family to sort 
and recycle items in an old shed at Clark's Point to prepare the 
building for demolition. Now that the shed is gone, native plants 
will be planted in the fall and the site will revert to nature. 

Whatcom Land Trust's Property Steward is planning 
fall work parties now, and I am looking for core groups and 
individual volunteers to get out on the land! We are planning 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Students from 
WWU's LEAD 
program enioy 
the beauty of 

Clark's Point after 
pulling invasive 

plants. 

photos: Eric Carabba 

Above: Windward High School students at a stream on the 
Kelsey property. 

Below: WWU Business & Accounting students use a weed 
wrench to pull Holly at Jensen Family Forest Park. 

to remove barbwire fences and nonnative plants and to pick up 
litter at properties on the North and South fork. We are also 
planning on controlling brush and nonnative plants with hand 
tools in some of the younger timber plantations incidental to 
the Land Trust's larger riparian acquisitions along the North 
and South Fork of the Nooksack River. We will also continue to 
work on holly at Clark's Point if you are interested in something 
closer to Bellingham! 

The property steward is planning a volunteer Fee Land 
Steward training for the end of September for current and new 
Fee Land Stewards. We greatly appreciate our volunteer Land 
Stewards because their efforts play an important role in the 
protection of conservation land throughout Whatcom County. 
If you would like to get out on the land along the North Fork or 
South Fork and help Whatcom Land Trust keep an eye on our 
land and monitor fish, wildlife, and plant communities, please 
contact Eric for more information. 
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Port Blakely: 
Another Jewel in the Necklace 

In May 2007, Whatcom Land Trust acquired a 68 acre tract of forest land along 
the South Fork Nooksack from Port Blakely Timber Company ofSeattle. The land is 
located near Skookum Creek and Lummi Nation's salmon hatchery. About 50 acres 
of the property is flat, valley bottom flood plain crisscrossed with old river channels 
that have been cut off from the river by Saxon Road. Here on the valley bottom, you 
can find giant cedar stumps 30 feet in circumference that were cut by early loggers 
perched 10-12 feet above ground on springboards so they could reach a spot where 
their crosscut saws could just reach through the giant tree trunks. Remnants of old 
logging railroad grades snake through the woods as well, testimony to the early 
pioneer days in the area. 

The Land Trust acquired the Port Blakely property with a grant from the State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board as part of the overall South Fork Chinook salmon 
recovery effort. As part of that project, the Land Trust is working with the Lummi 
Nation to restore and connect the floodplain habitat of this property with the South 
Fork River. To restore the Port Blakely property to fully functioning habitat, the Lum mi 
Nation is considering moving a portion of the Saxon Road inland away from its present 
location right next to the river and allowing the river to meander through the mature 
riparian forests on the newly acquired land. This will be an ambitious undertaking, 
but the Lummi Natural Resources Department's successful experience building five 
log jams and removing a dike along the South Fork just downstream makes moving 
a road seem easy. The addition of the new Port Blakely property brings the total area 
of protected salmon habitat along the South Fork to 756 acres. 

photo: Eric Carabba 

The mature forests at Port Blakely are 
a refuge for wildlife. 

Pritchett-Jacobson Conservation Easement Donation 

Under the shadow of Mt. Shuksan, 
glacial streams and cascades collect into 
the North Fork Nooksack River. The 
North Fork, no more than a small creek 
at this point, tumbles out of the Nooksack 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Russell Pritchett at home in the woods. 

Cirque and flows through the Mt. Baker
Snoqualmie National Forest past the 
hamlet of Glacier in eastern Whatcom 
County. This part of the North Fork, still 
wild and free flowing, is a window into 
the past ofWhatcom County's once abun
dant fish and wildlife. Spawning salmon, 
soaring eagles, black bear, and mountain 
goats still thrive here. 

In 2005, Russell Pritchett and Meg 
Jacobson, two Bellingham immigration 
attorneys, purchased 8.48 acres on the 
North Fork where the river flows out of 
the National Forest. Russell, a native Mon
tanan, easily recognized the beauty and 
splendor of the North Fork Valley and con
tacted Whatcom Land Trust to work out 
the terms of a conservation easement for 
their new property. The Pritchett-Jacobson 

river frontage, though small, is virtually 
an extension of the habitat found on the 
National Forest land just upriver. Beaver 
are active along the river banks, and a 
small creek flowing through the property 
offers refuge for rearing salmon and trout. 
The mixed forest habitat of varying ages is 
home to a variety of native birds. 

Meg and Russell built a small house 
on their new property well away from the 
river and placed a restrictive conserva
tion easement on the remaining 6 acres 
of river frontage. The easement prohibits 
clearing, residential development, and 
bank hardening, but allows Russell and 
Meg passive recreational enjoyment of 
their ·property. The Pritchett-Jacobson 
Conservation Easement joins the family 
of Whatcom Land Trust protected proper
ties that now comprise 937 acres of North 
Fork habitat. 
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7th Annual Great Outdoors 
Auction a Great Success 

The 7th annual Great Outdoors 
Auction was the most successful one to 
date, and believe it or not, we are already 
looking forward to next year's event! Tick
ets and tables for the evening at the ferry 
terminal in Fairhaven on May 5th were 
sold out a month in advance. A waiting 
list of close to 30 had us wondering where 
we might host the auction in the future 
in order to accommodate all those who 
wished to attend but were unable to secure 
tickets. Over $50,000 in net proceeds, a 
new auction high, was raised through a 
combination of the silent and live auc
tions, the 'Death by Dessert' auction, and 
the Fund a Foot of Trail sweep. 

We are truly grateful for all of the 
volunteers who help make this fun event 

photo: Alan Fritzberg 

Attendees view some of the many items presented at the Great Outdoors Auction. 

possible. The work of transforming the terminal begins early in 
the morning and it is simply remarkable to see the enthusiasm 
of the volunteers as they turn the Fairhaven terminal into a 
marketplace of fun, good deals, and unique fare. What perhaps 
is most admirable is that these volunteers work tirelessly all 
day long while over in one corner of the building a cornucopia 
of unbelievable desserts begins to stack up on tables. That our 
helpers are able to pass by these delectable delights, and not 
stop and perhaps sneak a taste, is a commendable exhibition 
of restraint! 

Attendees chatted, shopped, and bid against each other 
as they moved about the beautifully decorated silent auction 
tables. Weekend stays, camping equipment, art pieces, fishing 
trips, home improvements, and fine foods are examples of what 
folks could bid upon as the function got underway. The desserts 
that were such a distraction in the afternoon became the feature 
attraction in the early evening and the subject of much frenzied 
bidding with an unbelievably HUGE chocolate cake the reward 
chosen by the highest bidding table. Auctioneer Gary Tomsic and 
Master of Ceremonies Pete Kremen kept the live auction moving 
along briskly, aided occasionally by the appearance of a group of 
teenage performance artists from PIE Improv. The Fund a Foot 
of Trail sweep of the room resulted in $12,000 being raised in 
just under five minutes to further the development of trails on 
Whatcom Land Trust projects that provide public access. 

The live auction was highlighted by the opportunity to 
bid upon a Necky kayak provided by Johnson Outdoors, and 
several different dining experiences ranging from your own 
personal chef, to a cider squeeze, to dinner with the Mayor or 
the County Executive. Also featured were exquisite wines from 
Stag Hollow vineyard, Mt. Baker ski packages, and a variety of 
fine art. Energetic bidding occurred among the tables, as our 
guests sought to secure vacation trips to Arizona, Vancouver 
B.C., Montana, Oregon, and Tobago, but some of the most en
thusiastic bidding of the night revolved around the opportunity 
to secure a homemade gourmet dessert, every month, for an 
entire year! 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Pacific Surveying & Engi
neering, Whatcom Educational Credit Union, Ryzex, Northwest 
Computer, Lithtex Northwest, and Haggen for sponsoring our 
auction. We are fortunate to receive the support of many busi
nesses that choose to assist the Great Outdoor Auction, and 
the sponsors went the extra mile in helping make the evening 
a success. Additionally, we wish to recognize the assistance we 
received from Gaye Godfrey, Whatcom Sound, Starbucks, the 
Port of Bellingham, and J. Russell Catering. 

Work on the auction began early in the year, and once 
again board member Cindy Klein chose to chair the committee. 
She was ably assisted in this task by auction coordinator Renea 
Roberts. Carol Rondello, Sally Grant, Nancy Hart, and Jean 

Summer 2007 - page 8 printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



photos: Alan Fritzberg 

Above: Bidders enthusiastically support the "build a trail" 
segment of the live auction. 

Right: This year's dessert auction offered amazing choices 
provided by local restaurants, caterers and individuals. 

Calhoun all worked extremely hard to secure items of interest 
for the auction. Board members Rod Burton, Mary Dumas, Bob 
Keller, Chris Moench, and staff members Connie Clement and 
Dawn Sodt were instrumental in providing assistance to the 
committee in preparation for the event. Many, many volunteers 
helped with serving, setup, data entry, cleanup, and all the end
less tasks that are required to make the auction a success. 

Perhaps our greatest thanks needs to be expressed to 
Becky Masters who steadily, silently, and skillfully, plugs in 
the numbers, tracks the items, and crafts the descriptions as 
the auction catalog begins to take shape. Beginning in January, 
Becky devotes time every week to keeping track of everything, 
cheerfully sorting and sifting through all of the loot as it accu
mulates. Her dedication is so remarkable, that you'll find her 
late on the night of the auction, a couple of hours after all have 
gone home, smiling as she vacuums the ferry terminal lobby! 
Thanks Becky, and thanks again to all the donors, patrons, and at the office if you wish to join in producing next year's big hit. 
volunteers who made this year's auction the best. Give us a call We promise it will be fun! A 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 
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Whatcom Land Trust 
Loves a Parade 

On a cloudy Saturday morning, ten 
of us gathered. We put the wheels on the 
newly created "float" built by board mem
ber Rod Burton. Surrounding us were 
cheerleaders, theater groups, barbershop 
singers, and decorated garbage trucks. 
Some of us wore WLT hats and shirts 
while others donned costumes. 

A funny thing happened when the 
costumes were in place ... people changed. 
One person became a beautiful salmon 
blowing kisses to the crowd. Another be
came a mischievous owl who flew around, 
occasionally chasing the guy in the mar
mot costume. The eagle high-fived kids 
and the goat strolled along looking cool 
and waving to the crowd. It was fun to 
observe and fun to take part in this year's 
Ski-To-Sea Grand Parade. 

On Saturday July 21, Whatcom Land 
Trust is going to have our human-pow
ered "float" in the Birch Bay Discovery 
Days Parade. The following Saturday, July 

photo: Ian Davidson 

WL T volunteers got an enthusiastic response from the crowd at the parade. 

28, we'll be in the Old Settlers Parade in 
Ferndale. For each of these events we need 
at least 4 volunteers to pull/push the light
weight craft down the parade route. Those 
interested can opt to dress as a mountain 

goat, a marmot, or an owl. We will provide 
the costumes. Come join us! It's a real 
hoot. If you'd like to participate, contact 
Connie at connie@whatcomlandtrust.org 
or 650-9470. 

Plein-Air Workshop 
with Trish Harding 

i I 
'\ii 

~ 

photos: Chris Navarre 

Painters working at scenic locations at the Nessett Farm. 

Calling all artists! On Saturday September 15, paint
ing instructor Trish Harding will hold a plein-air painting 
session at the Nesset Farm. The session will run from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. This was a wonderful event last year, and 
we're glad Trish is willing to do it again. There will be a 
modest fee. Contact Connie at connie@whatcomlandtrust. 
mg or 650-9470 for more information and to register. " 
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A Tribute to Rod Burton 
Bob Keller, editor of Whatcom Places II 

Often I feel like a credit-thief. 
I took credit for the place-names chapter in Whatcom Places II even though 

most of the historical digging came from Tim Wahl. I receive compliments on the 
beauty of the book although that responsibility rests with many photographers, the 
digital technician, and graphic designer Rod Burton. 

Rod Burton contributed much more than this book's 
design. He recruited Brett Baunton, Scott Wheeler, and Dean 
Kahn for our committee, he actively participated in all of our 
meetings, and he helped weed out dated photographs in the 
first book. He was prompt and reliable, including help with 
promotion and advertising. 

Best of all, Rod knew exactly what should go where on 
which page. I have a chronological and topical mind that 
prefers the explicit. He is a graphic artist who thinks in 
terms of color, shades, and shape, in terms of juxtaposition, 
symbolism, and implication. Rod raises design to the level of 
art. For example, look at the photo on page 8 accompanying 
the Dietrich foreword "A Sacred Place." Or view pages 90-91 
with pictures of a dairy farm, the late Hilda Bajema, and an 
owl. The dairy fit Hilda perfectly, but an owl? That made 
me nervous, ready to veto. But it works. Certainly, it works 
because owls are tough birds; owls look intense and focused; 
owls stand for wisdom. 

In this and in literally hundreds of other design deci
sions, large and small, Rod Burton made correct choices. And 
that made Whatcom Places II the book that it is. 

Downtown Sounds 
On July 18, Whatcom Land Trust was the featured non

profit at the Downtown Sounds concert of the Bow Diddlers. In 
exchange for helping with the concert, we were able to have our 
outreach booth at the event and say a few words to the crowd 
about WLT's work. This was a great opportunity to present our 
mission to the approximately 1,000 people in the crowd. Many 
thanks to our volunteers who made this event a success! 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

photo: Sara Hill 

Rod Burton with one 
of his illustrations 

for the 2003 
Great Outdoors 

Auction Catalog. 

Help Requested with the 
Whatcom Land Trust Booth 

Summer is the season for festivals around Whatcom 
County. WLT likes to have a presence at several festivals and 
let folks know about the work we do. The WLT display booth 
is complete with photos, maps, and materials to distribute. 
This summer, we'll have a booth at some of the Wednesday 
and Saturday Farmers Markets in Bellingham, the Co-Op 
Summer Picnic, the Drayton Harbor Maritime Festival and 
the Northwest Washington Fair in Lynden. If you'd like 
to help by taking a shift or two, please contact Connie at 
connie@whatcomlandtrust.org or 650-9470. 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

~ 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

Each Off ice Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail : juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres .................................................................. 8,723 
Miles of Riverfront .......................................................... 14 
Miles of Salt Water Shoreline .............................................. 7 
Public Parks Created ........................................................... 9 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 
Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City/Zip _____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

Ocheckenclosed Billmy:OVISA OMC # _________________________ Expires: 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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South Fork Wetland Complex Protected 
Step back 150 years when Europe

ans first entered the South Fork Valley 
and you would find a large river mean
dering amid swamps and dark old growth 
forests. At one time forested wetlands 
covered most of the South Fork Nooksack 
valley, storing winter rains and slowly re
leasing them over the year into the river 
system providing ample flow for Chinook 
salmon migrating from Bellingham Bay 
to their spawning grounds upriver. While 
this was excellent habitat for fish, it wasn't 
very good farmland. But farmland was the 
reason the first settlers from around the 
world journeyed all the way to Whatcom 
County and the South Fork Valley. 

Now jump ahead to the present. 
Homesteading, farming, logging, trans
portation and energy development have 

transformed the South Fork Valley into 
a landscape unrecognizable to the first 
settlers, and to fish. The South Fork has 
been straightened and diked to protect 
valuable farmland, Highway 9, Burling
ton Northern Railway and the Williams 
natural gas pipelines that run through 
the valley. The South Fork is now 22% 
shorter, most of the valley wetlands have 
been drained, and just about all of the 
old growth forests harvested. Yet a few 
Chinook salmon still make it up the South 
Fork from Bellingham Bay to spawn. 

Saving the South Fork Chinook 
from extinction is the number one salm
on recovery goal of the Nooksack Tribe, 
Lummi Nation, Whatcom County, Wash
ington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
and Whatcom Land Trust. To save the 

Illustration from photo by Eric Carabba 

Nootka Rose blooms at Homesteader 
Road Conservation Easement. 

South Fork Chinook from a footnote in the 
history books we need to make sure they 
have clear, cool, clean water in which to 
swim, spawn and live. . .. continued on page four 

Raspberry Fields Forever 
Preserving and protecting Whatcom County farmland is one of the most 

important polices of County government, for farmland and farming are recognized 
as important economic, environmental and spiritual activities of our community. 
One of the most important crops grown in the fertile soils of the county are rasp
berries. To help protect raspberry farming Whatcom County recently purchased 
the development rights on the 91-acre Townline Berry Farm, owned and operated 
by the Alamwala family near Custer. Whatcom Land Trust is a partner with the 
County in preserving farmland and we co-hold the conservation easement over the 
Alamwala farm. As part of our partnership with the County we are responsible for 
conducting the annual monitoring of the property and conservation easement. 

Whatcom County is recognized as one of the best raspberry growing re
gions in the entire world and many farmers are moving here ... continued on page four 

Illustration from original photo by Brett Baunton 

Raspberries are one of the main crops produced in Whatcom County. 

printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



Strafigic Planning: a VISION 
and a Way to Get There 

To be an effective force for conserv-
ing the natural heritage of our landscape, 
Whatcom Land Trust must be both pro
foundly inspiring in its vision and practical 
in its methods. It is with that intent that the 
Board of Directors recently wrote and ad
opted Protection and Restoration: Whatcom 
Land Trust Strategic Plan 2007 - 2011. 

Protection and Restoration sets goals 
that will systematically move WLT closer 
to achieving its vision by conserving ad
ditional land while gathering the resources 
in the organization and within the larger 
community to take care of it for genera
tions to come. Each goal is followed by a 
set of specific objectives by which we can 
measure our success as execution of the 
plan proceeds. 

If you are interested in reading the full 
document pleases contact our office for a 
copy of the strategic plan. 

Board Transitions 
After 22 years on 

our Board of Directors, 
founding member Hilda 
Bajema is moving to 
an Emeritus role. Hilda 
served as Secretary for 
WLT from 1984 to 1990, 
and served as Treasurer -.. - ~ 
from 1991 to 2001. In re- Photo : Ann Yow 

cent years she has organized WLT's policies 
and recorded its history. We are grateful to 
Hilda for her many contributions and are 
happy she wishes to continue her involve
ment in the role of Board Member Emeritus 
ofWLT. 

Bruce Smith is leaving WLT's board to 
spend more time with his children. Bruce 
has provided WLT with sound legal advice 
throughout the years, for ~ich we are 
greatly appreciative. Bruce will continue to 
be our registered agent. 

New officers were elected at the Board 
Retreat in February. Chris Moench is our 
new President, Rich Bowers will act as our 
new Vice-President, Rod Burton remains 
as Secretary. Harte Bressler agreed to stay 
on as Treasurer. 
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Join us and other Land Lovers by the Shore for the event of the year! 
May 5, 2007 marks the date of the 7th annual Great Outdoors Auction at the 

Bellingham Ferry Terminal in Fairhaven. Up for bid will be unique items by local 
craftspeople and artisans, fine dining experiences, invigorating excursions, and great 
outdoor gear. The high point for many attendees at previous auctions is the "Fund 
an Acre" sweep, an opportunity to preserve and protect a parcel of land in just less 
than 5 minutes. 

Not only will you have a great time and enjoy dinner with other Land Trust 
supporters, you will have an opportunity to bid on some terrific auction items! We 
already have secured a getaway to Tobago, long weekend cabin stays on the Rocky 
Mountain Front and the Oregon coast, fishing and float trips on the region's rivers and 
bays, and numerous works of art, including pieces by Tom Sherwood, Laurie Potter, 
and Randy Van Beek. 

We enjoy the support of so many in making the Great Outdoors Auction such 
a fun event - but we are always looking to include more! If you wish to attend, call 
early! If you wish to donate, drop us a note! If you want to assist in the planning or 
just help out for a few hours at the event, give us a shout! We will be happy to assist 
you in assisting us - call the office, 650-9470, or drop an email to info@whatcom 
landtrust.org. n, 

Volunteer Opportunities to Help WLT 
Development: auction help, make community contacts 

Outreach: table staffing, parade participation, 
assist at outdoor concert 

Administration: assist with mailing 
Land Management: land monitoring, land clean-up projects 

call the office at 650-9470 to get more information 

Newsletter Team ....... ....... ...... .... Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Jerry De Backer 

Production Help/Proofreading. .. ... ...... ...... ...... ............. ... ........ .... .. Pat Kar/berg 

Design and Layout ......... ...... ... .. donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing .... .... ....... .. ...... ..... ................. ... .... .................... .... .... Lithtex Northwest 

Contributors .... ........ ......... ... ... . Connie Clement, Eric Carabba, Jerry De Backer, 
Rand Jack, Chris Moench, Gordon Scott 
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DONOR PROFILE 

Lee and Prentiss Cole 
It is often interesting 

to learn the various reasons 
donors choose to support 
their favorite causes. Lee and 
Prentiss Cole are no excep
tion. Discussing their inter
ests over a cup of coffee one 
learns from Lee, "supporting 
the work of conservation has 
long been an interest for us. 
In the late 1960s we were in
volved in educational efforts 
to make known the importance of conscious conservation and 
sustainable living. Our commitment continues to this day." 

Both Lee and Prentiss have extensive experience assisting 
nonprofit organizations. Among several such groups, Lee was 
an environmental education volunteer at Filoli, a garden/nature 
preserve and a National Trust for Historic Preservation site. 
The unusual name Filoli comes from combining the first two 
letters from the key words of the founder's credo: "Fight for a 
just cause; Love your fellow man; Live a good life." "It was a 
delightful place to work with children helping them gain an 
appreciation for the natural world," said Lee. 

Prentiss's working career is an interesting story in its 
own right. He began his engineering phase after graduation 
from M.I.T., working with elastomeric materials and processes 
before returning to school to acquire a Masters in Fine Arts in 

"Our support of the Land Trust 
is rooted in our wish to preserve 
for future generations as much 
as possible the beauties and 
magnificence of this planet." 

- Prentiss Cole 

the early 1970s. His work shifted to the solar energy 
industry, and then in the late 70s to the nonprofit edu
cational field where he worked on issues of nuclear 
proliferation, conflict resolution and energy conser
vation. In the late 80s he returned full-time to his art 
work and began exhibiting at venues throughout the 

western United States. 
The Coles made a significant donation to Whatcom Land 

Trust last year, a gift that secured the permanent protection of 
105 acres in the Lake Whatcom watershed. Prentiss spoke to 
the importance of the Land Trust's work, "The Land Trust is 
engaged in protecting this gift we all enjoy. Lee and I have been 
fortunate in our lives, yet we have also experienced firsthand 
the loss of vital, vibrant, living soil - that is now gone forever. 
We feel an obligation to be responsible stewar,ds of the earth. 
Our support of the Land Trust is rooted in our wish to preserve 
for future generations as much as possible the beauties and 
magnificence of this planet." The Coles' diverse background, 
artistic expression, and commitment to a viable future are an 
asset to our community, and their generosity has preserved a 
remarkable piece of the watershed we all rely upon. ;., 

Love a Parade? 
If you've ever been in the crowd at 

the Ski-To-Sea Grand Parade, you know 
the fun, community spirit it brings about. 
This year, Whatcom Land Trust plans to 
be a part of this event with a non-mo
torized "float," accompanied by various 
walking animals. Okay, they won't be 
"real" animals. They'll be people who love 
the land, and have a good sense of humor, 
who are willing to walk around in public 
dressed like some sort of animal native to 
Whatcom County. So, do you have a secret 
desire to be an eagle or a banana slug or 
an elk? This is your golden opportunity. 
The parade is May 26th. Please contact 
Connie at connie@whatcomlandtrust.org 
if you're interested. ;., 

Outreach Training 
Opportunity 

State Employees 
Give to WLT with 
Combined Fund 
Drive Support 

Are you passionate about saving 
the beautiful areas of Whatcom County? 
Would you like to share your passion with 
others? Whatcom Land Trust is looking 
for people to act as friendly educators 
at our outreach table at special events. 
Interested? A table training is set for 
April 26th from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the WECU Education Center (511 East 
Holly Street - across from their main of
fice). This session will discuss the work 
of Whatcom Land Trust, our outreach 
materials and how to engage people in 
conversation. ;., 

· Combined Fund Drive 
, u Makin:J a WorM of Difference 

Thanks to all the generous state 
employees who have chosen to give to 
Whatcom Land Trust through the Com
bined Fund Drive. 

Are you a current or retired state 
employee? Please consider giving to WLT 
through the CFD: an easy and safe way 
to assist in the preservation of the best of 
Whatcom places. ;., 
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S. Fork Wetlands continuedf,omf,ontpage 

One way to help is to protect any remaining wetlands in the 
South Fork Valley. One of our latest projects, the Homesteader 
Road Conservation Easement, aims to do just that. 

The Homesteader Road Conservation Easement protects 
28 acres of forested wetland in the central part of the South Fork 
valley. This is one of the largest undeveloped forested wetland 
complexes remaining in the South Fork, providing summer flow 
to small streams and ditches that feed into Black Slough and 
the South Fork River. The conservation easement was donated 
by Ken and Carolyn Lane, commercial fishers who bought the 
property for its conservation value and live nearby. The project 
is also part of the Williams Pipeline system upgrade to their 
natural gas lines in the South Fork. As part of their permit re
quirements Williams Pipeline agreed to help fund restoration 
and protection of Homesteader site, including tree planting 
and stream rehabilitation. Williams also donated funds to the 
Whatcom Land Trust Stewardship fund. The conservation ease
ment prohibits development or tree cutting except for hazard 
trees and firewood for the Lanes. ;-e, 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Black Slough wetlands provide rearing habitat for salmon. 

Raspberry Farmland continu,df,omf,ontpag, 

to raise this valuable crop. Raspberries 
have long been gathered by humans. The 
red raspberry is indigenous to both North 
America and Asia Minor where the fruit 
was gathered in the wild by the people of 
Troy in the foothills of Mt. Ida around the 
time of Christ. Raspberries are thought 
to have been domesticated around the 
4th century and Romans are believed 
to have spread cultivation throughout 
Europe. The first settlers from Europe 
discovered Native Americans gathering 
and eating berries where they were dried 
for preservation and ease of transporta-
tion. Europeans also brought cultivated photo: Gordon Scott 

raspberries to the new colonies. Pruned raspberries wait for spring at the Alamwala conservation easement. 

A most intriguing health benefit of red raspberries is the Washington, Oregon and California are leading produc-
substantial quantity of ellagic acid found in the fruits. Ellagic acid ers of raspberries, and Washington state accounts for nearly 
is a phenolic compound that has been identified as a potent anti- 60 % of the U.S. production. In 2006 Whatcom County raised 
carcinogenic/anti-mutageniccompound. Scientific tests show that a whopping 87% of all raspberries grown in Washington 
ellagic acid may help prevent cancer, inhibit the growth of cancer State. These production figures, along with the noted health 
cells, and arrest the growth of cancer in subjects with a genetic pre- benefits of raspberries, make this crop one of the most im
disposition for the disease. Raspberries provide important health portant to protect in Whatcom County. Whatcom Land Trust 
benefits for society, and protecting the berry fields is a critical ac- is pleased and excited to be part of the solution of farmland 
tion in insuring the long term viability of their production. preservation. ;-e, 
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JENSEN FAMILY FOREST PARK 

A Memorial to Don Jensen 
Twenty-three acres of stately Douglas fir trees stand tall in 

the northeast corner of the Jensen family farm. Don Jensen passed 
away on February 23rd, nearly four months to the day from the 
dedication of those forested acres known as the Jensen Family 
Forest Park. The trees Don loved so much and protected for his 
lifetime soar as a fitting memorial to this man of the earth. 

Don and his wife Judy signed a conservation easement 
protecting the trees in perpetuity and arranged with the Land 
Trust for the property to become a county park. We knew Don 
was ill and promised Judy we would do all we could to create 
the park while Don was still able to celebrate and enjoy it. With 
the help of many people, we succeeded. Don departed know
ing that his trees were safe and would be appreciated by many 
generations to come. 

We are privileged to have worked with Don Jensen and 
photo: Gordon Scott to have experienced his commitment to the land, the trees and 

Don Jensen walking in his beloved forest. his community. ta, 

Clark's Point Volunteers Needed 
Would you like to help Whatcom 

Land Trust protect one of the most beau
tiful spots in the county by taking a walk? 
If so, read on ... 

The beautiful peninsula known as 
Clark's Point is protected by a conserva
tion easement. The area is home to eagle, 
heron, hawk, deer, aquatic animals and 
many other critters. At one time, Clark's 
Point was open to the public, but be
cause of abuses to the land and threats 
to wildlife, the area was closed. There 
are four homes on Clark's Point. One of 
them belonged to Doug and Peggy Clark, 

the patriarch and matriarch of the fam
ily who, with their children, placed the 
conservation easement on the land. Peggy 
died several years ago and Doug died last 
fall. Since Doug's death (which was highly 
publicized), trespassing has increased on 
Clark's Point along with the abuses and 
wildlife threats. 

In response, Whatcom Land Trust 
is gathering volunteers willing to take a 
walk on Clark's Point on scheduled days 
to keep on eye on the property and to let 
visitors know that they cannot party on 
the point. Most of the time, it will be just 

a beautiful walk in 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

this special spot. 
Whatcom Land 
Trust will provide 
training, a specific 
route, a hat and 
other identifica
tion. We are not 
asking volunteers 
to be police offi
cers, just commu-

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Bill Wright describes to volunteers the 
monitoring issues at Clark's Point. 

nicators. We need to establish a (peaceful) 
presence. We will ask volunteers to choose 
day( s) on which they will be willing to 
take a walk on Clark's Point from mid
March through mid-October. If you are 
interested in participating in this effort, 
contact Connie at 650-9470 or e-mail 
connie@whatcomlandtrust.org. ta, 
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On The Land 

What is going on Out On the Land? 
Eric Carabba ' 

Stewardship is the cornerstone of 
the land trust's mission. Stewardship 
of the land comes in a variety of forms 
from allowing nature to take its course to 
active intervention to restore non-func
tioning habitat. Whether ecosystems 
and natural processes are functioning or 
being restored, invasive plants continue 
to threaten wildlife habitat throughout 
Whatcom County. 

For example, the butterfly bush is 
seemingly harmless with its beautiful 
purple flowers and sweet scent, but this 
tenacious plant grows quickly and its mil
lions of seeds per plant are spread easily 
by wind, water and wildlife. The butterfly 
bush is showing up on clear cuts high on 
the hillsides and choking gravel bars 
where forested islands should establish 
shade to side channels. Within a few 
years, a butterfly bush quickly grows to 
be 20 feet tall and just as wide with stocks 
several inches in diameter. If the tough 
stocks are cut down, the tap root rapidly 
re-grows a new bush within months. 
This is one of several ornamental plants 
that challenge the protection of salmon 
habitat. Eradication of these plants is 
unfortunately very unlikely. Our chal
lenge as stewards of the land is to keep 
these invasive plants from overpowering 
the native vegetation as we accelerate the 
establishment of healthy mature riparian 
forests. In general these plants are unable 

to establish in healthy evergreen forests. 
In the meantime, butterfly bushes, 

Scotch Broom, English holly and ivy, 
knotweed, and blackberries make it dif
ficult for native plants to establish, and 
all of these are present on several of our 
protected properties. We have many years 
of continuous, consistent work ahead to 
present future generations with healthy 
functioning habitat to support salmon, 
eagles, ~lk and much more! 

Looking for fun? Join Whatcom 
Land Trust and other conservation 
minded friends, young and old, for 
Spring and Fall Work Parties! 

Thank you to all the volunteers 
who have worked hard to take care of 
Whatcom Land Trust protected proper
ties this spring, with a special thanks to 
Western Washington University's BAP 
Accounting Students for their consistent 
effort. 

Upcoming work parties are: 
March 24 - Racehorse Creek 

April 21 - Jensen Family Forest Park 
If you can arrange a group of 10 

- 15 able bodies and would like to help 
out, we can arrange a work party to suit 
your group's availability. Please call Eric 
for more information. 

Whatcom Land Trust volunteer stew
ards have been instrumental in keeping an 
eye on and caring for our properties and 

~D ESCROW CDMPAMES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Whatcom Land Trust would like to ac
knowledge John Bremer for his dedica
tion as a volunteer over the past year. 
Not only has John kept a close eye on 
four properties, he diligently removed 
several hundred butterfly bushes from 
a young timber plantation on WL T's 
Port Blakley property along the South 
Fork of the Nooksack. John has taken 
on two more properties along the 
North Fork. 

providing a necessary presence on lands 
the public frequents. 

If you would like to become a 
volunteer Land Steward or participate 
in work parties, please contact Eric for 
more information at 650-9470 or e-mail 
eric@whatcomlandtrust.org. Call Now 
and Get Out On the Land! t.. 

Best Chance for Hot Bagels 
Before 8:30 a.m. 

Beat 
the 
Rush 
Hour 

Spring 2007 - page 6 printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



Spring Tours For more information and to register, call Whatcom Land 
Trust at 650-9470. Free to WLT members. Suggested $5 to $10 
donation for non-members is requested. 

Wetlands of Whatcom County 
Saturday, March 24 10am- 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: Oliver Grah, Whatcom County Planner and Wetland Expert 
Discover the fascinating world of wetlands of Whatcom County! Learn the role wetlands play and the conditions that impact 
them. Oliver Grah is an engaging teacher who leaves his students marveling at the muck under their feet. There is a suggested 
$5-10 donation for non-members. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Animal Tracking at Deming Homestead Eagle Park 
Saturday, April 21 10am- 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: John Mclaughlin, Professor at Huxley College of Environmental Studies 
Tracking is an excellent way to document the presence and activities of wildlife. Here's your chance to learn how to do it! Huxley 
professor (and new WLT Board member) John McLaughlin will show you how to discover animal presence by investigating the 
prints they leave behind - a great way to find out about the animals of our community. There is a suggested $5-10 donation for 
non-members. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Wonderful Little Things in the Forest: Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Sunday, May 20 1pm- 4:00pm Limit: 15 
Leader: Marilyn Boysen, Microbiologist 
Discover the beautiful and bizarre, the awesome and amazing, the wonderful and wacky small organisms that are often overlooked 
on a walk in the woods. Trees are the essential part of a forest, but without these "Little Things" there would be no trees. There 
is a suggested $5-10 donation for non-members. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

The Creation of 
Whatcom Places II 

Have you seen Whatcom Places II? 
This second edition of the old favorite 
has sold very well since its release in 
November 2006. The book, a collection 
of photos, essays, poetry and interviews 
about Whatcom County, was inspired 
and produced by WLT Board member, 
Bob Keller. To hear the story behind the 
book, join Bob on May 1st at Whatcom 
Museum for a brown bag lunch presenta
tion on Whatcom Places II. 1-, 

Living Memorials 
Charitable giving is an important tradition for many people. Making gifts for the 

benefit of others offers a wonderful way to affirm your values and priorities. Honoring 
a loved one through a charitable gift is often an especially meaningful act. Memorial 
and tribute gifts allow you to thoughtfully remember family members and friends 
who have been a vital part of your life. Gifts made in honor of family and friends at 
times such as Mother's Day or Father's Day, at the birth of a child or grandchild, or 
on a birthday, wedding, anniversary, or other notable occasion can be gifts of love 
that show how much you care. 

Remember memorial gifts of cash are tax-deductible and here at the Land Trust 
all such gifts are used strictly for land preservation. For more information on how to 
make a living memorial gift, please contact the office at 650-9470. 1-, 

HENDERSON BOOKS a 
~ Whatcom County, Inc. 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used- Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 

• Each Otti ce Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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L __________ _J 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 8,135 
Miles of Riverfront ..................................................... 14 

Public Parks Created ..... . ............................................. 12 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City I Zip_____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

Ocheckenclosed Billmy:OVISA OMC # ____________________________ Expires: 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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Fenton Property 
Preserved Rand]ack 

Last month Whatcom Land Trust purchased from Ray Fenton a beautiful 
78-acre property with giant cedar trees, a 10-acre pond, a salmon and steelhead 
stream and occasional visits from bear and cougar. And Ray will continue to live 
there. This is an example of Whatcom Land Trust working with landowners to 
meet their needs while preserving special places in Whatcom County. 

Ray did not want his property broken up and developed. Understanding the 
exceptional environmental attributes of the property, he sought to protect them. 
He also knew that he required financial resources to care for his wife Betty in a 
nursing home and for his granddaughter. Ray wished to remain on the land. 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Beaver have attempted to fall a Red Cedar near 
the pond at Fenton Family Nature Reserve. 

Working with Ray's attorney, Brian Hansen, we were able to find a solu
tion that satisfied everyone. After an appraisal, a financial planner computed 
Ray's economic needs. With $500,000 in fines paid to the State Department 
ofEcology for the 1999 Whatcom Creek fire and an additional $100,000 from 
an anonymous donor, Whatcom Land Trust purchased the Fenton site. Ray 
retained the right to live out his life in a home on five acres. The purchase price 

. .. continued on page 10 

Waterfront Park at Point Whitehorn Rand Jack 

For years Whatcom Land Trust 
has sought to create a park that would 
provide access to the mile and a half of 
public beach between Cherry Point and 
Point Whitehorn. Now it is happening. 

This marine shoreline is a natural 
treasure of Whatcom County. Strolling 
north along the cobble beach, a person 
can easily forget we are not on the Olym
pic Peninsula. 

After several unsuccessful attempts 
to buy parkland along this stretch of coast, 
the Land Trust learned that B.C. Hydro 
intended to sell a 43-acre parcel it had 
purchased from Trillium in a now defunct 

cross-sound pipeline project. To purchase 
the property, the Land Trust secured a 
one-million-dollar grant from the State 
Department of Ecology. The funds came 
from fines paid after the 1999 Whatcom 
Creek gas line explosion. Governor Gregoire, 
Senators Murray and Cantwell, Representa
tive Larson and County Executive Kremen 
all urged B.C. Hydro to sell the property to 
Whatcom Land Trust. 

After B.C. Hydro agreed to sell, 
we learned that Trillium Corporation 
retained right of first refusal. Trillium 
agreed not to exercise that right, allow
ing our purchase in exchange for the Trust 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Southern beach view at Whatcom Land 
Trust's Pt. Whitehorn property. 

trading the B.C. Hydro land to Trillium 
for a 54-acre wooded wetland further up 
the coast. 

... continued on page four 
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Whatcom Artists 
Studio Tour 

Two weekends in October, 52 
Whatcom County artists opened their 
studios to the public as part of the 12th 
Annual Whatcom Artist Studio Tour. 
Many of the artists donated a percent
age of their proceeds to Whatcom 
Land Trust. We are grateful to have 
this kind of support from our com
munity and wish to thank the artists 
involved in this year's Whatcom Art
ists Studio Tour. 

Fall Campaign 
Once a year we come to our sup

porters and ask for financial help. 
The past year has been very produc
tive; Whatcom Land Trust efforts at 
securing new county parks, scenic 
shoreline preservation, conservation 
of agricultural ground, and protection 
of a heron rookery, are all the results 
of our supporters' investment in the 
organization. We simply could not do 
this work without you 

Thanks to a committed and concerned 
donor, we have an unusual opportunity 
this year - any individual donation 
greater than last year's Fall Campaign 
donation, or any new membership 
purchased, will be doubled! 

Please make a generous finan-
cial contribution in support of our 
work.WLT's conservation strategy 
seeks to protect and restore critical yet 
fragmented habitat. We are a catalyst 
for success; our organization and lean 
staff enable us to maximize all the 
funds we raise. To support the ideas 
and organization you care about, take 
this special opportunity to double the 
value of your donation. 

Volume 15, No. 3 - Fall, 2006 

The Steward published quarterly by 

Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. Box 6131 
Bellingham, Washington, 98227-6131 

(360) 650-9470 

info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

PARTNER PROFILE 

Cascade Joinery 
"Through Whatcom Land Trust we can contribute to 
improving everyone's quality of life in our region." 

- Jeff Arvin, president, Cascade Joinery 

About eight years ago 
The Cascade Joinery became 
the first official "business 
partner" of Whatcom Land 
Trust. That partnership 
involved a 5-year pledge 
of cas~ to help meet our 
overhead and operating 
expenses. Since then the 
firm has remained a steady 
supporter, giving structures 
and benches to the Great 
Outdoors Auction and also 
supporting publication of 
Whatcom Places II. 

photo: Jerry DeBacker 

Cascade Joinery's entry shows off their work. 

Founded in 1990, this timber-fram
ing business spent a decade on Hemmi 
Road before expanding to south Bell
ingham's waterfront in 2000. Co-owner 
is Jeff Arvin. Although the Trust has no 
litmus test for supporters, the award-win
ning Joinery is an excellent fit. It builds 
durable homes for wood lovers using 
large wooden beams salvaged whenever 

possible from demolished wharves, ware
houses, schools and mills. Morale is high 
among twenty-six skilled employees-a 
positive, upbeat place to work. 

Such partners in conservation make 
the Land Trust mission gratifying. 

Cascade Joinery is located at 1401 
Sixth Street in Bellingham. Their web ad
dress is: www.cascadejoinery.com ;., 

Volunteer Opportunities to Help WLT 
Development: Auction 2007 committee members 

Outreach: Table staffing, event planning and organization, 
assisting with tours 

Administration: Assist with mailing 

Land Management: Easement monitoring, land clean-up projects 

call the office at 650-9470 to get more information 

Newsletter Team ..... ........ ... ...... .. Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Jerry De Backer 

Production Help/Proofreading. ........... ... .. .... .. ............... .. ... .... ....... Pat Kar/berg 

Design and Layout ..... ... ............ donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing ... ...... ......... ...... ........ ........ .... .... ........ ... .... .. ....... ... ... .. Lithtex Northwest 

Contributors .... ... ...... .......... .... .. Connie Clement, Eric Carabba,Jerry De Backer, 
Rand Jack, Bob Keller, Gordon Scott, Margaret Squires 

Fall 2006 - page 2 printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



EVENTS & Opportunities 
Festival of the Arts 

From November 18th through December 24th, Whatcom 
Land Trust will once again be part of the Allied Arts Holiday 
Festival of the Arts. This year the Festival will take place in the 
old J.C. Penney building at 1310 Cornwall. We are excited to 
feature the new Whatcom Places II (see page 11) for sale at our 
booth, along with our usual gift cards, and mugs created by 
potter and boardmember Chris Moench. 

Farmer's Market First 
Annual Tree Lighting 

WLT is happy to be the featured non-profit .at the First 
Annual Farmer's Market Tree Lighting taking place December 
2nd! Bring the entire family for a memorable holiday experience 
and enjoy the lighting of a huge Christmas tree on display. Don't 
forget to come by the WLT booth and say hello. 

Supporting Conservation
One Search at a Time 

What if Whatcom Land Trust earned a penny every time 
you searched the Internet? Well, now we can! 

Goodsearch.com is a new search engine that donates half 
its revenue, about a penny per search, to the charities its users 
designate. You use it just as you would any search engine, and 
it is powered by Yahoo, so you get great results. 

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be sure to enter 
Whatcom Land Trust as the charity you want to support. Just 
100 of us searching four times a day will raise enough in a 
year to offset the cost of our website maintenance, without 
anyone spending a dime! And, be sure to spread the word!! 

A Letter of Thanks 

New Retirement Savings Law 
Brings New Opportunity 

Congress has recently taken steps to strengthen America's 
retirement system while also encouraging charitable giving. The 
Pension Protection Act of 2006 includes incentives for those 70-
1/2 years of age and older who would like to make charitable 
gifts from potentially taxable IRA funds. For 2006 and 2007, 
Congress is allowing those individuals with traditional or Roth 
IRAs to make tax-free gifts up to $100,000 per year directly to 
qualified organizations like Whatcom Land Trust. 

If you are over the age of 59-1/2 funds may not go directly 
to charities, but can be withdrawn from IRAs and other retire
ment accounts and then be donated without incurring a penalty 
for early withdrawal. While amounts withdrawn and donated 
in this way are reported as part of your income, they can then 
be deducted as charitable contributions, which generally result 
in a "wash" for federal income tax purposes. 

Check with your financial advisors about the best way to 
take advantage of these new giving opportunities. As always we 
will be pleased to assist you in any way possible. Please contact 
the office at 650-9470. 

05/05/07-Save the Date 
Great Outdoors Auction 

Make your plans now to attend Whatcom Land Trust's 
Great Outdoors Auction, Saturday, May 5, 2007 at the Ferry 
Terminal. Come join the fun, enjoy fine food and wine, and bid 
on outdoor gear, fine art, getaways, exciting expeditions and 
excursions, all in support of the work of the land trust. A great 
time is guaranteed to be had by all!! 

Thanks for keeping me and my family informed on the Land Trust Activities-you're doing a 
great job. My daughter and I are so happy to have Squires Lake available for hiking around. She 
will call and say "How about a hike around the lake today?" Then she will drive from her home in 
Orting, pick me up here in Des Moines on the way north, and we'll spend the day hiking and often 
spend the night in Bellingham or Mount Vernon. My sons, who both work at Boeing, love to come up 
in the summer with their families, but we will come by ourselves or with my granddaughter during 
spring or winter break (she's a teacher in the Sumner school district). Our October hike, with the 
falling leaves on the trail, is super. My family misses living there but we're happy it's in good hands. 
Keep up the good work. - Margaret Squires 
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photos: Eric Carabba 

Above: A trail will be constructed allowing access to this saltwater shoreline 
along the Strait of Georgia . 

Left: Bald Eagles and other raptors nest in giant cottonwoods throughout the 
Point Whitehorn property. 

Park Planned for Point Whitehorn Land Purchase 
continued from front page 

Whatcom Land Trust is delighted 
with the trade. The pristine wooded 
wetland is a far superior site. It is eco
logically rich, provides better access to 
the mile and a half of public beach and 
has twice as much marine frontage as 
the B.C. Hydro property. Bald eagles 
and red tail hawks nest among the big 
spruce, cottonwoods and cedar in the 
wetlands. After walking the property, a 
wetlands specialist commented "this is 

what much of Whatcom county looked 
like before Europeans arrived." In ad
dition to trading the wooded wetland, 
Trillium granted a trail-use right over 
an adjoining 30 acres. 

Within a year, Whatcom Land Trust 
intends to build a trail through the wet
lands to the beach and turn the property 
over to Whatcom County Parks. 

Like all complicated projects, none 
of this could have happened without the 

support and cooperation of many people. 
Whatcom Land Trust is deeply grateful 
to Richard Grout and Dale Jensen of the 
State Department of Ecology, B.C. Hydro, 
Trillium, and our elected public officials, 
particularly Pete Kremen who has long 
shared our dream of a Whitehorn park 
and public access to this exceptional beach. 
Generations to come will celebrate and en
joy walking through wetlands and over the 
cobble beach at Point Whitehorn. fa, 

photo: Eric Carabba 

The Point Whitehorn park will offer an expansive open space, with views of both Mount Baker and the San Juans. 
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Bell Creek Salmon Habitat Gordon Scott 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Bell Creek property (outlined) seen from Whatcom Land Trust's Kenny Creek Eagle Roost site across the Nooksack Valley. 

Some of the best farmland in 
Whatcom County lies in the flood
plain of the Nooksack River where old 
channels and stream meanders form 
complex habitats favored by our native 

tiful, productive pasture between Bell 
Creek and the North Fork. 

To acquire the portion of the prop
erty that contained the best salmon habi
tat, the Land Trust had to first divide the 

division staff for working out the details 
and helping protect salmon habitat. 

The Bell Creek salmon property 
protects 1,800 feet of stream and river 
habitat that is surrounded by mature 

salmon species. River 
bottoms are also great 
farming areas where 
centuries of flooding 
have deposited layers 
of nutrient rich sedi
ments. Whatcom Land 

conifers and hard
woods shading the 
water. All five species 
of northwest salmon 
utilize the Bell Creek 
property, spawning in 

The Bell Creek salmon property protects 
1,800 feet of stream and river habitat that 
is surrounded by mature conifers and hard
woods shading the water. 

the cool clear waters of 
Bell Creek and rearing in the shady side 
channels protected from predators by 
overhanging trees. This new property 
adjoins two other Whatcom Land Trust 
preserved sites on the North Fork: the 
10-acre North Fork Island tract acquired 
with monies raised from our 2004 Great 
Outdoors Auction, and our North Fork 
Eagle site, 40 acres purchased in 1999 
with funding from the USFWS. Together 
these preserved places are helping protect 
our native wildlife, natural habitats and 
productive farmlands. ;., 

Trust has just acquired such a valuable 
property, a 25-acre tract along the North 
Fork Nooksack that combines excellent 
farmland soils and productive salmon 
spawning and rearing areas. 

In 2005 Whatcom Land Trust 
received a grant from the State Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board to purchase this 
property from Kathy Hawes and her two 
brothers, Richard and Robert Gay. Kathy 
and her brothers inherited the property 
from their parents, who farmed the land 
for many years, and had created a beau-

property and separate the old house, barn 
and out building on fives acres from the 
remaining 25 acres of pasture and salmon 
habitat. This involved the first ever use of 
a provision of the Whatcom County Code 
allowing for an exempt division of lands 
for conservation purposes. In exchange 
for the exempt division, Whatcom Land 
Trust granted Whatcom County a conser
vation easement extinguishing all devel
opment rights over the 25-acre property. 
Thanks to Director Hal Hart, Bob Martin, 
Land Use Division Manager, and the sub-
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Canyon Lake 
Community Forest 

Opening Celebration 

Photo: Rand Jack 

A helicopter delivered the 50-foot steel /-beams 
for the upper bridge, gently placing predrilled 
holes over bolts anchored in concrete. 

Though open to the public for several years, Canyon Lake Community 
Forest finally received a proper christening on October 14th. The occasion 
was the completion of new bridges spanning streams flowing into and out of 
the lake and the inauguration of a new trail around the lake - all the handi
work of Russ Neiffer-Hoyt. Russ led this first official tour on this new trail. 
He explained the ecology and told tales, such as a story about the guys who, 
about 45 years ago, winched logs out of the lake that had been there since a 
landslide formed the lake about 150 years ago. 

Before the ribbon cutting, County Executive Pete Kremen summed 
things up when he said, "This is what it is all about." ;-a, 

Storm Damage Temporarily Closes Access to Park 
Recent rainstorms have washed out the road to Canyon Lake Community 
Forest. A schedule for re-opening the road has not yet been determined, 
but may not be until Spring. Call Whatcom County Parks for updates or 
more information. 

Photo: Russ Neiffer-Hoyt 

Completed new bridge crossing Canyon Creek as it flows from the lake. 

Photos: Rand Jack 

Left: Russ pfeiffer-Hoyt 
and Joey Herbest begin 
the assembly of the bridge 
platform. 

Right: The former bridge. 

Fall 2006 - page 6 printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



photo: Eric Carabba 

Don Jensen and County Executive Pete Kremen walk the 
recently-completed trail after the opening ceremonies. 

photo: Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt 

Jensen 
Family 
Forest Park 
Opens 

On October 20th, friends, family and neighbors gathered 
at the corner ofBirch Bay-Lynden and Stein Roads to celebrate 
the opening of the Jensen Family Forest Park. County Execu
tive Pete Kremen expressed the gratitude of all the citizens of 
Whatcom County to Don and Judith Jensen for their extraor
dinary generosity in making this beautiful 22 acres of mature 
Douglas-fir trees available as a county park. 

With the sun streaming through the treetops, guests 
walked in the woods after the ceremony on an enchanting trail 
built by Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt. Whatcom Land Trust facilitated 
the transaction and holds a perpetual conservation easement 
protecting the 22-acre forest. la, 

Whatcom Land Trust boardmember Rand Jack addresses the crowd attending the opening of the Jensen Family Forest Park. 
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On The Land 

What is going on Out On the Land? 
Eric Carabba 

Whatcom Land Trust volunteers have participated in six 
Work Parties during this past fall. 

Hegg Memorial 
At the end of September Bakerview Starbucks employees 

teamed up with land trust volunteers to remove blackberries 
and holly along Lake Whatcom at Hegg Memorial. 

South Fork Chinook Roos 
In early October, Troop 7 Boy Scouts completed the re

moval of barbwire from the South Fork Chinook Roos property 
just in time for the wintering elk to be able to move more freely 
into the 20-acre field on the property. This proper.ty is highly 
used by elk, as evidenced by trails throughout the property. 

There is a significant invasion of the butterfly bush along 
South Fork. This tenacious sweet-scented purple flowering plant 
will take some serious work to keep in check. Last summer, a 
dedicated volunteer steward, John Bremer, diligently cut back 
hundreds of plants on Whatcom Land Trust's Port Blakely 
property. On October 21st, students from Western Washington 
University's Accounting Society assembled to pull the roots of 
the butterfly bushes and pick up litter. 

Overby Farmstead 
On October 28, REI and Starbucks joined with Boy Scouts, 

Campfire Girls and other Whatcom Land Trust volunteers for 
"Make a Difference Day" sponsored by the Whatcom Volunteer 
Center. Over 40 volunteers met at Whatcom County Parks to re
move a nasty patch of scotch broom growing amid the orchards 

and fields at the old Overby Farmstead. The Overby property is 
one of three farmsteads that comprise Whatcom County's 603-
acre South Fork County Park. Because there was such a great 
turn out of volunteers for Make a Difference Day, a group of 12 
went to Hegg Memorial to complete that job as well. 

Innis Creek 
During the first week of November, Whatcom Land 

Trust volunteers and students from Western joined forces 
with Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group to plant over 500 
trees at our Innis Creek property. Innis Creek is a 50-acre 
property dominated by wetlands where Innis Creek joins the 
Samish River. Hawks, herons and owls are often seen hunting 
throughout this important salmon habitat. 

Racehorse Creek 
Whatcom Land Trust had its final work party of the year 

with Wellspring High School picking up garbage at our 395-
acre Racehorse Creek property along the North Fork of the 
Nooksack River. 

Thank you to all the volunteers who have worked hard to 
take care of Whatcom Land Trust protected properties this fall. 
Invasive species and public misuse are the two primary chal
lenges faced on our conservation properties. Whatcom Land 
Trust volunteer stewards have been instrumental in keeping 
an eye on and caring for our properties. If you would like to 
become a volunteer Land Steward or participate in work parties, 
please contact Eric for more information at 650-9470 or 
eric@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

We are planning spring work parties now! Call now 
to get your group Out On the Land! 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Left: Volunteers from REI and Starbucks remove scotch
broom at the Overby Farmstead on Make a Difference Day. 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 
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Whatcom Land Trust's Chum and 
Coho Salmon Tour 
Saturday, December 2 
10am-1pm 
Leader: Doug Huddle, Outdoors Writer 
Limit: 12 

Discover winter Chum & Coho on this trip along some 
of WLT's Nooksack River properties with fish surveyor Doug 
Huddle. See the salmon as they make their spawning trip up 
the river and learn about their tendencies and challenges from 
this experienced outdoorsman. 

Whatcom Land Trust's 
New Year's Bald Eagle Tour 
Monday, January 1 
10am -1pm 
Leader: Doug Huddle, Outdoors Writer 
Limit: 15 

Celebrate the New Year with magnificent Bald Eagles! 
This New Year's Day tour will visit a popular eagle fishing site 
protected by Whatcom Land Trust. Learn about the local re
covery of this endangered species and of the current threats to 
its food source. See local places where eagles like to roost and 
watch the birds in action! 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

Upcoming Tours 
The fall tours have been quite varied and well attended. 
From the photography tour at Canyon Lake Community 
Forest to the Heron tour at the BP conservation easement to 
the painting session at Nesset Farm, the enthusiasm has been 
high. We have four tours ahead. We hope you'll join us! 

For more information and to register, call Whatcom 
Land Trust at 650-9470. Free to WLT members. Suggested 
$5 to $10 donation for non-members is requested. 

photo: Connie Clement 

Left: Geologist Bernie Dougan engages high school students 
during a Stimpson Family Nature Reserve tour. 

New Tour of Geology at Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, Feb. 24 
10am - 1 :OOpm 
Leader: Bernie Dougan, WCC Geology Instructor 
Limit: 15 

Join geologist Bernie Dougan for a look at the natural trea
sures that indicate the former life of Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve. Bernie has a lot of enthusiasm for geology and feels the 
new trail at Stimpson exposes many interesting characteristics. 
Come join him on this 2-mile exploration. 

Wetlands of Whatcom County 
Saturday, March 24 
10am - 1 :OOpm 
Leader: Oliver Grah, Whatcom County Planner 

and Wetland Expert 
Limit: 15 

Discover the fascinating world of wetlands of Whatcom 
County! Learn the role wetlands play and the conditions that 
impact them. Oliver Grah is an engaging teacher who leaves his 
students marveling at the muck under their feet. Call the office 
to register. 650-9470 

aMJl 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

Each Ottice Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313. Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Park Planned for Fenton Property 
continued from front page 

will provide for family financial needs. 
The desire shared by Ray and Whatcom 
Land Trust to protect environmental 
amenities of the property is also met. 

Eventually the Fenton property will 
help answer a need for more parkland in 
northwest Whatcom County. Betty, Ray's 
wife, has Alzheimer's disease. When Ray 
told Betty that their property was going to 
be protected and would someday become 
a park bearing their name, she perked up 
in her wheelchair and, for the first time in 
a long while, smiled. ;-a, 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Rain falls softly on the 10-acre pond at the Fenton Family Nature Reserve. 

. '·~· :'<,::~: ,; ::-~ 
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~-'\'.'?-..~:.--~~ r,.W!~~~ ~-

photo: Eric Carabba 

Above: The protection of this sensitive 
wetland gives habitat and refuge to 
multiple species while providing clean 
water for the salmon and steel head 
running in Haynie Creek. 

January 13, 2007 

St:[A)ut,¢ ... OUR PLANET! 
0 OUR WATER! 

OUR CHILDREN'S FUTURE! 
Come learn. Come play 
We gather to experience the healing 
power of the spoken word, meditation, 
prayer, and awe-inspiring sounds of 
resonance. See messages of beauty 
hidden in water crystals, all at beautiful 
Shuksan Golf Club in Bellingham. 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY: 
minimum 20, maximum 40 to retain a quality of 
intimacy. Tuition $100, with five partial scholarships. 

Virginia Hoyt (360) 599-1651 
or vlh@rockisland.com 
or pick up the flyer at the Co-op 
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New Incarnation of 
Whatcom Places Coming 

Bob Keller 

Statistically, about one in every five 
Whatcom County homes has a copy of Whatcom 
Places. This is not exact because some of the 
original 10,000 copies lie scattered around the 
world. Wherever copies have landed, our 1997 
book has now fallen out of print. But-"pres
to!"-by the time you are reading this, thanks 
to the dedication of many talented volunteer 
writers, workers and photographers, Whatcom 
Places will be back. 

You will find Whatcom Places II at once 
the same book and a different book. Certain 
chapters (Lynden, Seashore, Foothills and 
Mountains) remain virtually unchanged 
while others have been updated. An entirely 
new essay appears on stewardship. The book's 
original purposes did not change: to increase 
awareness and appreciation for the land where 

photo: Brett Baunton 

The cover of Whatcom Places II features this scene of rural Whatcom County. 

we live and to reenforce a sense of place in all of us. To achieve 
these continuing goals, new features include: 

• a foreword by William Dietrich; 

• higher quality photo reproduction; 
• a glossary of Whatcom place-names; 
• greater recycled paper content; 
• a fold-out map of the entire county; 
• twelve new stewardship interviews. 
Although 42% longer than the 1st edition, Whatcom 

Places II comes with only a slight price increase ( or, allowing 
for inflation, no increase). The cost remains low because over 
forty individuals and businesses have contributed funds. WLT 
supporters donated all photos and writing. 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

Since the summer of 2005 a committee of eight individu
als worked hard to edit and improve this best-selling, award
winning book: Brett Baunton, Rod Burton, Dean Kahn, Ginger 
Oppenheimer, Chuck Robinson, Connie Shannon, Helen Scholtz 
and Scott Wheeler. To them, Whatcom Land Trust expresses its 
sincere thanks. ;., 

Attend a Celebration of 
Whatcom Places I I 

Wednesday, Dec. 6th 7:30 p.m. 
At Village Books in Fairhaven 

slide show and reading by new contributors 
followed by discussion 

printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper Fall 2006 - page 11 



NON-PROFIT ORCi . 
U.S.POSTAGE 

PAID 
WHATCOM LAND TRUST P. o. Box 6131 • Bellingham WA 98227 BELLINGHAM, WA 

PERMIT NO. 219 

Board of Directors 
President 

Cindy Klein, Everson 

Vice-President 
Chris Moench, Bellingham 

Secretary 
Rod Burton, Bellingham 

Treasurer 
Harte Bressler, Bellingham 

Registered Agent 
BO Serices Corp. 

Board Members 
Mark Anderson, Deming 

Hilda Bajema, Bellingham 

Carl Batchelor, S. Whatcom Co. 

Rich Bowers, Bellingham 

Mary Dumas, Everson 

Rand Jack, Van Zandt 

Bob Keller, Bellingham 

John McLaughlin, Bellingham 

Bruce Smith, Bellingham 

Erika Stroebel, Bellingham 

Wendy Walker, Blaine 

Advisory Board 
Henry Bierlink, Lynden 

Joan Casey, Bellingham 

Sharon Digby, Van Zandt 

Mike Finger, Bellingham 

Rosemary Flora, Everson 

Clare Fogelsong, Bellingham 

John Gillies, Lynden 

Elaine Gold, Bellingham 

Phyllis Graham, Blaine 

Cornie Noteboom, Lynden 

Kerry Thalhofer, Acme 

Roger Van Dyken, Lynden 

Shirley Van Zanten, Lynden 

Staff 
Conservation Director 

Gordon Scott 

Development Director 
Jerry De Backer 

Office Manager 
Connie Clement 

Property Steward 
Eric Carabba 

Bookkeeper 
Dawn Sodt 

98 Central Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Phone: 360-650-9470 
Fax: 360-650-0495 

E-mail: 
info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

website: 
www.whatcomlandtrust.org 

r TOP OF MAILING LABEL I 

I I 
I I 
L __________ _J 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 8,132 

Miles of Riverfront ..................................................... 14 
Public Parks Created ................................................... 12 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 
Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City /Zip_____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # _______________________ Expires: ________ _ 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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A NEW PARK FOR NORTH WHATCOM COUNTY 

Jensens Give Enduring Gift 
Don and Judith Jensen have made a 

most generous, wonderful and enduring 
gift to the Whatcom County communi
ty-a 23-acre forest of towering mature 
Douglas-fir trees, some over 100 years 
old. On May 3or1i of this year, Don and 
Judith met in the office of their attorney 
Mark Boyson with County Executive 
Pete Kremen and Whatcom Land Trust 
President Cindy Klein to sign a conserva
tion easement and park use easement on 
this beautiful corner of their 270-acre 
dairy farm. Whatcom Land Trust will 
work with Whatcom County Parks to 
install a trail and small parking lot on 
what will be known as the Jensen Family 
Forest Park. 

After emigrating from Denmark 
in 1909, Don's dad bought the original 
farm in 1919. In 1948, he bought an 

photo: Rand Jack 

Don and Judith Jensen (seated) deliver 
their gift to the citizens of Whatcom 
County, witnessed by County Execu
tive Pete Kremen and Whatcom Land 
Trust Board President Cindy Klein. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Don Jensen enioys a quiet moment in the forest he and his family have looked 
after for generations. 

additional 80 acres that included the 
Forest Park site. After some trees were 
harvested during the Depression to use 
as log deflectors in stabilizing the banks 
of the Nooksack River, Don remembers 
standing by the road to protect the new, 
young forest from people on the lookout 
for Christmas trees. And he has been 
protecting the trees ever since. Don and 
Judith's three daughters grew up picking 
huckleberries and playing among these 
very trees. 

When asked why he had protected 
the trees all of these years, Don summed 
it up in a very few words, as he is wont 
to do, "I just liked the trees." "And now," 

Judith added, "we want other people to 
enjoy them as we have." 

County Executive Kremen 
expressed his deep appreciation to the 
Jensens for their generosity. "Not only 
have you preserved a beautiful piece of 
land, but what is really special about this 
is that the forest is for the enjoyment of 
all the people of the community, for today 
and forever." 

Join us in late summer or early 
fall for the opening of the Jensen Fam
ily Forest Park to enjoy the wonders of 
the beautiful trees the Jensens have been 
saving all of these years, seemingly just 
for this occasion. - Rand Jack 
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Annual Retreat 
Whatcom Land Trust's annual Board of Directors 

and Staff retreat was held on February 11, 2006. The 
day gave us a time to reflect on the bigger picture of 
what motivates us to preserve land for the community 
and how best to put our mission to work. 

Favorite Properties 
The day began with each Board member shar-

ing a favorite Whatcom Land Trust property. The 
top properties were Canyon Lake Creek Community 
Forest, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve and Clark's 
Point. Board and staff members also discussed what 
drives their commitment to perpetual conservation of 
land in Whatcom County; a sampe response is below. 
We are also interested in hearing from our members 
about motivations for preserving land. (see page 5) 

"Conservation cultivates a sense of place in myself 
and in the community of residents of the area. It is 
a kind of prayer of hope and intention for the future 
of the earth and our existence on it in the face of the 
overwhelmingfatalism of our times." 

National Accreditation 
The Board also discussed participation in the ac

creditation process being conducted by the Land Trust 
Alliance (LTA), a national association of which we are 
a member. Accreditation involves a detailed assess
ment of how well an organization is implementing 
LTA's Land Trust Standards and Practices. We see this 
as an opportunity to gain objective, outside perspec
tives on how WLT performs its responsibilities. 
Internally, the process will engage Board and staff in 
reviewing and updating policies and procedures. Na
tional accreditation will assist us in accessing grants. 
While the financial implications of accreditation will 
be challenging, we think the overall value is worth it. 

Clark's Point 
The perfect ending to our retreat was in the inspir

ing view of Clark's Point with a short viewing of ex
cerpts from a video interview with Doug Clark. Doug's 
daughter, Patrice Clark, and her husband Bill Wright, 
were present for this portion. In the interview, Doug 
expressed how he transformed from someone excited 
by development to someone equally excited about 
respecting and cherishing the land's natural beauty. 
This transformation led Doug, and his family, to place 
a conservation easement on the land surrounding 
their homes, what we know today as Clark's Point. 

Many thanks to Tim Wahl and Bellingham Parks 
for the use of Woodstock Farm for our retreat. 

- Cindy Klein, Board President 
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info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Become a WLT 
Land Steward! 

As Whatcom Land Trust's legacy of preserving and protecting lands in 
Whatcom County continues to grow, we have increasing opportunities for vol
unteers to join us in upholding our many land stewardship responsibilities. 

Whatcom Land Trust has acquired over 40 conservation easements 
since 1984. Much of Whatcom Land Trust's success has been through the 
efforts of volunteers who have monitored these conservation easements each 
year. We extend a very special thanks to all those who have given their time 
as land monitors over the years! Thank you! 

Whatcom Land Trust values the role of volunteer stewards, and will 

be engaging volunteers ... Whatcom Land Trust considers its 
in caring for the land we moral obligation to be good stewards of 
preserve m new ways. these properties a high priority. 
As a member of the 
Land Trust Alliance (LIA), a national land trust accreditation and train
ing organization, Whatcom Land Trust is aligning our property monitoring 
standards and practices with LTA's new national standards. To assure maxi
mum consistency and uniformity in our conservation easement monitoring 
responsibilities, Whatcom Land Trust will now have staff members conduct 
monitoring of the conservation easements and focus volunteer stewardship 
activities on our other properties. 

As you may be aware, over the past 22 years Whatcom Land Trust 
has also acquired over 50 properties in fee simple title, totaling over 2000 
acres. While these properties carry different legal responsibilities than our 
conservation easement obligations, Whatcom Land Trust considers its moral 
obligation to be good stewards of these properties a high priority. 

Whatcom Land Trust will now focus the efforts of our volunteer stew
ards on our fee-owned properties. As a volunteer steward, you have the op
portunity to frequent one or more of our properties as often as you like. As no 
one lives on these Whatcom Land Trust properties, volunteer stewards have 
more flexibility to visit at your convenience. As a land steward, you can also 
get involved in management activities on that property. Volunteer monitoring 
is a great opportunity to get out and enjoy the land we are all interested in 
protecting. If you are interested, please contact Eric Carabba, Property Stew
ard, at Whatcom Land Trust: 650-9470 or eric@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

- Eric Carabba 
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Glacier Springs & Canyon Creek 

photo: Gordon Scott 

A Chinook's final resting place in 
the cool waters of Canyon Creek. 

~ en a Chinook 
salmon looks for a place 
to spawn in the North 
Fork Nooksack it is likely 
to head for Canyon Creek 
near the historic town 
site of Warnick. Canyon 
Creek gathers its head
waters in alpine crags 

near the Canadian border, tumbles around the backside of 
Church Mountain and rushes past the Glacier Springs subdi
vision and the site 
of the former Logs 
Resort where it joins 
the North Fork. 

For most of the 

\ 

Glacier Springs 
Logs Property 
and Lots 
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that it was in the public's interest to purchase the vulnerable 
properties along Canyon Creek and in 2003 joined with What
com Land Trust in a partnership to acquire homes and proper
ties along the creek and set them aside for salmon habitat. 

Whatcom County Public Works (WCPW), with a grant 
from Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA), 
and Whatcom Land Trust, with a grant from the State Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board ( SRFB), began talking with landowners 
along the Creek about a buyout program. Working with willing 
sellers, Whatcom County negotiated purchases of four lots and 
The Logs Resort and had the existing structures removed. What
com Land Trust provided funds to the County for the purchase of 
The Logs and acquired 17 additional lots in Glacier Springs next 

to Canyon Creek. 
Under the 

terms of Whatcom 
Land Trust's agree
ment with What
com County, The 
Logs Resort prop
erty and the other 
county-acquired lots 
will be transferred 
to Whatcom Land 
Trust with a restric-

year Canyon Creek is 
a beautiful, robust 
mountain stream, 
but during the win
ter its personality 
can change into a 
raging torrent car
rying logs and boul
ders big enough to 
crush houses and 
wipe out roads. In 
November 1989, and 
again in November 
1990, Canyon Creek 

map: Eric Carabba 

Aerial photo overlay showing properties purchased by Whatcom Land Trust. 

tive conservation 
easement retained 
by the County. The 
easement will pro
hibit the building of 
any structures that 
could be damaged 

flooded, washing away several cabins at Glacier Springs and 
damaging roads and buildings at The Logs Resort. The floods 
also damaged the habitat of the soon-to-be-designated as 
endangered North Fork Chinook salmon. 

At the time of these floods, local governments did their 
best to repair damaged roads and build protective barriers to 
keep Canyon Creek from flooding again. However, these flood 
control efforts inadvertently damaged Chinook salmon habitat 
along Canyon Creek. Subsequent scientific studies by the What
com County Flood Division determined that even a very large 
dike would not be able to protect homes and infrastructure at 
The Logs Resort or in portions of the Glacier Springs subdivision 
adjacent to Canyon Creek. Whatcom County officials concluded 

by flood waters and Whatcom Land Trust will hold and manage 
all the properties for salmon 
habitat. The next time a North 
Fork Chinook salmon swims 
up the river looking for a quiet 
place to spawn it can turn left 
at Canyon Creek with the assur
ance that its breeding habitat 
will be restored and protected 
in perpetuity. 

- Gordon Scott 
photo: Gordon Scott 

Mt. Baker in the distance, 
viewed from Canyon Creek. 

printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper Summer 2006 - page 3 



REI Chair Doug Walker Donates 
Wilderness Conservation Easement 

A chance encounter in 1999 on 
Lopez Island between Whatcom Land 
Trust Board member Rand Jack and Doug 
Walker, a Seattle software entrepreneur 
and conservationist, has resulted in 
the protection of a spectacular 38- acre 
tract of alpine habitat in the Mt. Baker 
Wilderness Area. Doug's donation of a 
conservation easement on this property 
of old growth mountain hemlock, craggy 
outcroppings and alpine meadows is 
Whatcom Land Trust's first protection 
of a Wilderness Area in-holding. 

Doug Walker was a founding part
ner and CEO of WRQ, an integration 
software company that served nearly 4 
out of 5 Fortune 500 companies and had 
customers in 51 countries. Doug rode his 
bike 18 miles round-trip to work at this 
company, listed by Fortune magazine as 
one of the best companies in America to 
work for. Recently named Chairman of 
the Board of Recreational Equipment, Inc. 
(REI), Doug is a world- class mountain 
climber and ardent conservationist. He 
is a member of the Governing Council 
of The Wilderness Society and serves on 
the boards of the Fred Hutchinson Can
cer Research Center, the Seattle Parks 
Foundation, Green Diamond Resource 
Company, Harbor Properties, Inc., and 
NetMotion Wireless, Inc. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Wilderness vistas from the Walker Conservaton Easement. 

In 2000 the Goat Mountain property 
was put up for sale, and local realtor Tim 
Loyd notified Whatcom Land Trust of this 
unique conservation opportunity. Rand 
remembered Doug Walker's passion for 
outdoor recreation and conservation 
and gave him a call. Doug was excited 
and soon acquired the property that lies 
snuggled below the rocky summit of Goat 
Mountain and is entirely surrounded by 
the Mt. Baker Wilderness Area. 

With this spectacular setting in 
mind, Whatcom Land Trust and Doug 

designed a conservation easement to 
preserve the land as if it were being 
managed as part of the surrounding 
wilderness. Late last year Doug and his 
family graciously donated the easement 
to Whatcom Land Trust. Development is 
limited to maintaining a very small cabin 
that came with the property, but no tree 
cutting, no subdivision or residential 
building, and no mining are allowed. 
These protections are a fitting tribute to 
Doug's long commitment to wilderness. 

- Rand Jack 

Bayes Donation Protects Land Near 
Interurban Trail Greenway 

Another cherished piece of wildlife 
habitat along the popular Interurban 
Trail will be protected in perpetuity 
thanks to Donald Bayes' donation of four 
city lots to Whatcom Land Trust. The lots 
lie just west of the trail and next to the 

16-acre Chuckanut Wetland owned by the 
City of Bellingham Greenways program 
and protected by a conservation ease
ment held by Whatcom Land Trust. The 
Bayes donation features wetland plants 
and wildlife that grace the Interurban 

Trail with peace and solitude. Thanks to 
Mark Anderson for helping to facilitate 
this transaction and special thanks to the 
Bayes Family for making this legacy gift 
to our community. - Gordon Scott 
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New Trail at SiIDpson Fainily Nature Reserve 
At the moment of this writing, Master Trail Builder Russ 

Ffeiffer-Hoyt is busy at work on a new trail in the Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve. By the time this newsletter arrives in 
your mailbox, the new trail should be done, or if the rain persists, 
it will be done shortly. 

Last year, Whatcom Land Trust, in partnership with 
Whatcom County and the City of Bellingham, negotiated the 
purchase of 34 acres adjacent to the Stimpson Reserve for 
$700.000. The crown jewel of the new property is a five-acre 
pond frequented by herons, raptors, king fishers and wood 
ducks. The new, one-mile trail branches from the existing 
trail, passes through a beautiful forest, crosses a stream and 
wetlands, and circles the pond. 

This addition to the Stimpson Reserve ac.complishes 
three important things. Through a conservation easement held 
by Whatcom Land Trust, additional rich forest and aquatic 
habitat are protected, as is the Lake Whatcom Watershed from 
additional residential development, all while providing a de-

photo: Rand Jack 

Russ PFeiffer-Hoyt completing bridge on trail extension. 

lectable nature experience for the young, old and in between. 
It is hard to imagine that the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
could get even better, but it is about to. Walk quietly so as to 
not disturb the wood ducks. - Rand Jack 

LaFarge Bequest Benefits Whatcom Land Trust 
Whatcom Land Trust never had 

the pleasure of meeting Lynn LaFarge 
and knows very little of her life. We 

... we would enjoy discussing where you 
hope to have the most impact in pre

serving the nature of Whatcom County. 
do know she enjoyed swimming, 
walking in her Drayton Harbor neigh
borhood, and that she chose to endow 
Whatcom Land Trust with her estate. 
Our Conservation staff is seeking an ap
propriate property to purchase with her 
generous intention to conserve land in 
Whatcom County with the proceeds from 
her estate. We are looking for a project 
that will honor the trust that Ms. Lafarge 
has placed in Whatcom Land Trust. Her 
generosity and support of our mission 
will ensure future Whatcom County 
residents have the opportunity to take 
pleasure in the many healthy activities 

honoraria are a great way to recognize 
someone you care about. Consider giv
ing memberships to Whatcom Land 
Trust for holiday gifts. We will take 

we enjoy in the region. Thank you, Lynn, 
from a grateful community. 

There are a variety of ways in which 
you too can give to Whatcom Land Trust. 
Gifts of appreciated securities provide 
great opportunities to leverage your dona
tion. Individuals can also transfer shares 
to Whatcom Land Trust and receive a 
charitable deduction for the current ap
preciated value of such shares. A deferred 
gift annuity allows donors to supple
ment retirement income while making 
a major contribution to the protection of 
properties. Holiday gifts, memorials and 

Membership Voices 

care of sending a card announcing your 
gift to the recipient and include the most 
current issue of our newsletter. If you are 
planning to include Whatcom Land Trust 
in your estate, please give the office a call 
and let us know of your plans-we would 
enjoy discussing where you hope to have 
the most impact in preserving the nature 
of Whatcom County. Your investment will 
be a legacy for future generations. When 
Whatcom County loses open lands, they 
are lost permanently. When we protect 
land effectively, we can do so forever. 

- Jerry DeBacker 

We'd like to hear from you! Complete the sentence of the Steward. Feel free to attach a photo of your-
below and email it to info@whatcomlandtrust.org. self to the email so we can include your face with 
We'll choose selections to include in the next issue your quote. 

I am committed to perpetual conservation of land because ... 
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6th Annual Great Outdoors }: 
May 13th, 2006 marked the 6th 

annual Great Outdoors Auction and what a 
great day it was to be outdoors! The Mount 
Baker Rotary Building, on the sunny 
grounds of the Northwest Washington 
Fair in Lynden, was the site of this year's 
auction. The evening's event included silent 
and live auctions, gourmet dinner provided 
by Fools Onion Catering, fine wines from 
Mt. Baker Vineyards and a dessert auction 
featuring some of the best desserts made 
in Whatcom County including one titled 
'Quadruple Bypass Chocolate Death'! The 
spring evening was one of Whatcom Coun
ty's finest. The sun trickled down through 
the firs, the music of Bentgrass floated 
across the lawn and gardens as Board 
member Bruce Smith, serving as Master of 
Ceremonies, and Auctioneer Rick Sparing 
moved among the crowd urging bidders to 
consider one more treasure to be found in 
the barn. A highlight of the decor was the 
addition of many items on loan from the 
Lynden Pioneer Museum and agricultural 
photos provided by Farm Friends. 

"' -'°1 ~A, ~T:OM iAN~t,.1151-,.. "- I"' /' l 

GREATA0U1iD00RS 
AUCTION 

Lopez Island, a Necky 
kayak from Johnson 
Outdoors, a glider 
ride in the skies of 
the Fourth Corner, 
a palatial feast from 
WoodStone, fishing 
and float trips on the 
region's rivers, and 
numerous works of 
art by artists includ
ing pieces by Susan 
Bennerstrom and 
Donna Auer. The 
highlight for many 
attendees was the 
"Save an Acre" -in 
the course of 5 min-

'\ r ___ _ 

Action was fast and furious . 

Up for bid were many unique items 
by local craftspeople and artisans, fine 
dining, invigorating outings and outdoor 
gear galore. The bidding was fast and furi
ous on items such as weekend getaways to 
private cabins on the Methow River and 

photo: Dave Sanford 

utes over $11,000.00 
was raised with all proceeds going directly 
to protecting land along the Nooksack River, 
a lovely little cluster of habitat we are calling 
"Little Bear." 

The Great Outdoors Auction seeks 
to bring supporters of Whatcom Land 

" usave An Acre" saves 
a Little Bear Home 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Room for two with river view, bear den on Save an Acre property. 

Everyone needs a safe and secure place to come home to. With 
the generous donation of 112 supporters at our 2006 Great 
Outdoors Auction a little black bear's den on the North Fork 
Nooksack will be protected forever. On May 13th, Whatcom 
Land Trust supporters donated $11,076 for the purchase of a 
3-acre tract of river front property near Deming. Even though 
Black bears live in nearly all neighborhoods of Whatcom County 
they are generally shy and reclusive creatures that stay away 
from humans when they can. Unfortunately, our growing 
population and recent development boom is driving our local 
Black bear population out of their home territory. Hopefully this 
year's Save An Acre project will help provide an "affordable" 
den site for one our Black bear neighbors. - Gordon Scott 
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• uct1on 
Trust opportunities to enjoy the outdoors, 
while enabling them to show their sup
port in protecting the pristine beauty of 
Whatcom County. This would not be pos
sible without the ongoing help of the many 
retailers and professionals who offer items 
and services to Whatcom Land Trust free 
of charge. The combination of their gener
osity and enthusiastic bidders resulted in , 
our raising slightly more than $72,000.00! 
Perhaps, most deserving of our gratitude 
are all the volunteers who served on the 
planning committee and those who did so 
much on the day of the event. The auction 
was managed again this year by Renea 
Roberts, who is masterful at keeping track 
of all the small details while juggling the 
big picture with ease-a huge thank you 

photo: Dave Sanford 

The barns provided agricultural ambiance. 
to Renea! As always the Board and staff of 
Whatcom Land Trust wish to thank all who 
support the work of preserving the nature 
of Whatcom County. 

And for those who would like to join 
us next time around, we are always on the 
lookout for new ideas for outdoor-related 

Save an Acre created a flurry of bidding. 

auction items and people who wish to join 
in the fun of developing the auction. Please 
feel free to contact us at 650-9470 if you or 
someone you know would like to make a do
nation to the Great Outdoors Auction 2007. 

- Jerry DeBacker 

photo: Dave Sanford 

Auction 
Philosophy 

Our first Great Outdoors Auction 
occurred in 2001 at the Woodstone fac
tory warehouse near the Bellingham 
airport. Although cautioned against 
"special events" as an inefficient way to 
raise money, we decided to experiment. 
Thanks to excellent coaching by the late 
Teri Smith of the YWCA and consultant 
Gaye Godfrey, the first auction exceeded 
our hopes and we've held an annual 
event every year since. 

Goals for our Great Outdoors Auc
tion have always been clear and kept in 
strict order of priority: (1) create good 
will and have fun; (2) reflect the mission 
and quality of Whatcom Land Trust; ( 3) 
raise money to meet our overhead and 
operating expenses; (4) move around 
the county: Woodstone, Bellweather, 
Semiahmoo, White Salmon Lodge, 
Fairhaven and Lynden. 

These goals, of course, are inter
related, with the auction creating a 
strong ripple effect. What happens af
terward can prove more important than 
the event itself: a hike at Mt. Baker with 
two Whatcom Land Trust presidents, 
six days in the Grand Canyon with Rand 
Jack, dinners hosted by Pete Kremen, a 
famous author reception in the home of 
Chuck and Dee Robinson, quiet weekends 
at a Lopez Island retreat, a local folk
singer at a child's birthday party, Susan 
Bennerstrom, Thom Wood or John Cole 
paintings in your living room, a day in 
the woods with a professional tracker, or 
picnics at the Nesset Farm. 

Another high point every year 
is Save-an-Acre. What could be more 
exciting for a Whatcom Land Trust sup
porter than to watch several hundred 
boisterous people working together to 
protect some salmon habitat along a 
river? That's simply a conservationist's 
dream world! - Bob Keller 
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Spring Work Parties on WLT Protected Lands 
Madrona Point Clean Up 

It was a cold grey Saturday morning in February with rain clouds threatening, 
but that did not scare off a very small group of dedicated volunteers who gathered to 
clean up Madrona Point. 

Madrona Point was donated to Whatcom Land Trust in January 2006 by Mike 
McCormack, Madrona Pointe developer. This beautiful two-acre rocky point is cov
ered with gnarled Douglas fir and Arbutus. A five-acre lagoon has been formed by the 
railroad tracks and is frequented by ducks and herons. In the past, the rocky point 
has also been a summer hangout for hobos. Over several years, quite a pile of garbage 
had accumulated. It was time to pick it up and pack it out! 

A very special thank you to Al Hunter, BiU Hogan, Cary Christensen, Earl Ciley 
and Susan Templeton who picked up garbage and to Paul Razo re of the Sanitary Service 
Company for 100% donation for disposal of Madrona Point garbage! 

Whatcom Land Trust's Property Steward and volunteer stewards are keeping a 
close eye on the property to ensure no new mess is made. If you live near a Whatcom 
Land Trust-owned property and would like to be a volunteer steward, please contact 
Eric Carabba, Property Steward ( 650-9470 or eric@whatcomlandtrust.org). 

South Fork Chinook - Roos 
Whatcom Land Trust owns a 78-acre salmon, eagle and 

elk habitat property along the South Fork of the Nooksack River. 
The property was purchased in 2000 from the Roos Dairy with 
a Salmon Recovery Funding Board grant. 

A herd of about 70 elk winter in the South Fork Valley and 
frequently use Whatcom Land Trust's habitat protection prop
erty. There are elk highways criss-crossing the property with 
hair on the barbed wire where they like to cross. While a fence 
can hardly stop an elk, there was no longer a need to maintain 
the fencing from the old Roos Dairy pasture. 

Thank you to the twenty five volunteers from REI, Chris 
Sandvig and Chris Moench for effectively removing and packing 
out over 3000 feet of barbed wire fence in only a few hours. The 
motivated crew endured a heavy April downpour, but kept on 
smiling and having a great time, and the elk are happy too! 

If you are interested in joining a Whatcom Land 
Trust work party to remove invasive species and litter, 
save the following dates for Fall 2006: September 23, 
October 7 & 21 , and November 4 & 18. Work parties 
will be from 1pm - 4pm. Plan to meet at the Whatcom 
County Parks Department at 12:30pm to carpool to 
the work site and return by 4pm. Whatcom Land 
Trust needs you to volunteer! 

- Eric Carabba 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Volunteers Earl, Susan, and Cary pack 
out hobo camp garbage 

Please contact Eric Carabba, Property Steward 
for Whatcom Land Trust for more information or to 
RSVP. ( 650-9470 or eric@whatcomlandtrust.org) 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Above: REI volunteer Annica Lassesen helps remove wire. 
Below: Volunteers Chris Moench and Chris Sandvig role up 
barbed wire. 
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Thank You to All the Volunteers Who 
Support Whatcoin Land Trust 

As our fiscal year comes to a close, we would like to thank all those who gave of their time, energy, expertise and enthusiasm 
to further the work of Whatcom Land Trust. These volunteers worked in many different capacities and contributed thousands 
of hours. To you, our volunteers, we express our deepest appreciation. - Connie Clement 

Volunteers from July 2005 
Mark Anderson 
Hilda Bajema 
Carl Batchelor 
Rich Bowers 
Harte Bressler 
Rod Burton 
Mary Dumas 
Rand Jack 
Bob Keller 
Cindy Klein 
John McLaughlin 
Chris Moench 
Bruce Smith 
Erika Stroebel 
Wendy Walker 
Megan Addison 
Charles Asher 
Rebecque Asher 
Jared Anderssel 
Corbin Ball 
Katy Batchelor 
Brett Bauton 
Dawn Bekenyi 
Keri Bean 
Bent Grass 
Danna Bowers 
Stephanie Bowers 
Bruce Boyer 
Marilyn Boysen 
Jan Bressler 

Kai Bretherton Chris Gusta 
Leslie Brown Jenny Hahn 
Linda Brown Sally Hansberry 
Leslie Buell John Harriman 
James Burgess Nancy Hart 
Dave Campbell Lyle Haugsven 
Eric Carabba Ann Haslam 
Bob Carmichael Laurie Heck 
Tammy Carlson Charlie Heggem 
Ant Chapin Sarah Hill 
Cary Christensen Sharman Hill 
Earl Cilley Bil/Hogan 
Pat Clark Andrea Hood 
Paul Clement A/Hunter 
Lee Cole Sandy Hunter 
Mike Collins Liz Isaly 
Joel Crook Mark Johnson 
Rosalind Crook Dean Kahn 
Emily Davis Pam Kane 
Ellen DeBacker Kelly Kangas 
Jennie Dennis Pat Kar/berg 
Bernie Dougan Linda King 
Ray Elliott Jason Klimpke 
Lila Emmer Annica Lassesen 
Barbara Frances Rob Lewis 
BreeAnn Gale Alice Litton 
Grove Garrett Walt Lockwood 
Bridget Garrett Derek Mahoney 
Jessica Grigg Emily Mason 
Chris Guard Becky Masters 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 

June 2006 
Debra Matteson Linda Schnee Wilma Totten 
Craig Mayberry Connie Shannon Eileen Turk 
Kay McMurren Susan Rossberg Barbara Turner 
Timothy McNitt Larry Simpkins Sarah Vergin 
Larry Miller Janet Simpson Laurel Vogel 
Gary Moses Mardi Solomon Geri Walker 
Jessica Narkevitz Dawn Sodt Josh Watrous 
Trish Navarre Ken Speer Roger Weiss 
Danne Neille Doug Stark Pat Wenke 
Jayma Nichol Ariel Stein Scott Wheeler 
Joe O'Keefe Joanne Taylorson Leslie Williams 
Ginger Oppenheimer Susan Templeton Paul Woodcock 
Karin Pfeiffer-Hoyt Kellee Timpson Pearl Yewell 
TomPratum Lan Totten Ann Yow 
Carl Prince 
REI Employees 
Duncan Robb 
Sandi Robb 
Amy Robinson 
Chuck Robinson 
Carol Ronde/lo 
Sal Russo 
Jen Sandoval 
Mallory Sandoval 
Marty Sandoval 
Dave Sanford 
Tara Sanford 
Chris Sandvig photo: Dan Sanford 

Lori Schelegel Voluteers assist an auction patron with 

Helen Scholtz their Silent Auction pickup. 
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Sutntner 2006 Whatco111 Land Trust Tours 
All tours are free to Whatcom Land Trust members. Suggested donation for non-members is $5.00 to $10.00 per person. 

Call the office to register (650-9470) and get directions to the tour locations. 

Nature Photography at Canyon Lake Creek 
Saturday, July 8 and Saturday, Sept. 16 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Leader: Roger Weiss, Avid Hiker and Outdoor Photographer 
Limit: 15 

Come and explore one of Whatcom Land Trust's most unique and ambitious habitat acquisitions, Canyon Lake Creek 
Community Forest. A guided hike will be offered this summer and fall to the ancient forest. Located in the foothills of Mt. Baker, 
this 2,300-acre watershed includes 600 acres of 800 to 1000-year-old trees. It is one of the oldest native forests remaining in the 
Northwest. The site is a living classroom of unique plants, animals, and spectacular tropical fossils. Tour leader Roger Weiss will 
offer tips on capturing this magnificent place with the camera. 

Bring sturdy shoes, water, lunch, rain gear .and camera (optional). Registration required. For more information and to 
register, please call Whatcom Land Trust at 650-9470. 

Beach Life of Pigeon Point 
Sunday, July 9 
9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Leader: Doug Stark, Beach Naturalist 
Limit: 15 

Curious about clams, crabs and other denizens of our intertidal areas? Join Doug Stark of RE Sources' Beach Naturalists 
program in a visit of this secluded slice of beach nestled between Pigeon Point and Larrabee State Park. We'll explore the shore
line, dig for clams and learn about fascinating features of the creatures revealed at low tide. A WDFW shellfish harvest license is 
required to take harvested clams. Children must be accompanied by an adult. For more information and to register, please call 
Whatcom Land Trust at 650-9470. 

Inaugural Tour of Extended Trail at Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, July 29 
10:00am - 1 :OOpm 
Leader: Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt, Master Trail Builder 
Limit: 15 

The Stimpson Family Nature Reserve has been enlarged to nearly 400 acres and the trail has been extended! Come walk 
the new section of trail that encircles a five-acre pond. Learn about the challenges and solutions in constructing a trail in this 
wonderful community jewel. Dress for the weather and prepare for a 2 or 4-mile hike. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
For more information and to register, please call Whatcom Land Trust at 650-9470. 

LAND ANO ESCROW COMPANIES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

background photo of Canyon Lake: Mark Turner 

STUDIO UFO 
Trish Harding 

artist/instructor 

301 W. Holly St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

360.671 .8682 
www. stud ioufo. net 

Art Classes/Drop-in Drawing Sessions otanda@yahoo.com 
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Whatcom Places Second Edition Coming 
As of May 15, less than 300 copies 

of our book Whatcom Places remained 
in stock. Fortunately, a committee is 
already at work creating a 2nd edi
tion scheduled to appear in October. 
Present plans call for the same book 
updated with several fresh features: a 
large fold-out county map, a section 
on place-names, new interviews, and a 
special chapter on land conservation. 

Whatcom Places first appeared in 
1997 with a printing of 10,000. It won 
the Mayor's Art Award and has been the 
all-time Village Books bestseller (nearly 
4,000 copies). We know that it has trav-

eled to Holland, England, Nepal, Laos, 
Honduras, Germany and many other 
countries around the world, the perfect 
gift to hosts and distant relatives. Con
ceived more as an outreach tool than a 
money-maker, it has provided consis
tent income thanks mainly to the local 
businesses and individuals who donated 
seed money, along with many volunteer 
photographers, authors, and editors who 
donated their talent. 

The volunteer-donor tradition con
tinues with the new book committee: 

Brett Bauton, photographer 

Rod Burton, graphic designer 

Dean Kahn, Herald reporter 

Ginger Oppenheimer, 
Food Coop & poet-photographer 

Connie Shannon, 
editor & owner of Village Inn 

Chuck Robinson, Village Books owner 

Helen Scholtz, librarian & artist 

Scott Wheeler, Lithtex printing 

The original Whatcom Places 
resulted from the dedication of skilled 
volunteers. A new version enjoys the 
same advantage. We hope it will prove 
just as popular. 

- Bob Keller, Committee Chair 

Tree of the Year-A Celebration of the Douglas-fir 
Whatcom Land Trust 

hosted the Tree of the Year 
Art Show at Lucia Douglas 
Gallery in January. The 
event culminated Tree of 
the Year for 2005. It all 
began with David Suzuki's 
lecture on his recent book, 
Tree: A Life Story. Tree of the 
Year has served us well this 

i 

to share their inspirations 
drawn from Douglas-fir. 
The show was an eclectic 
mix-from a wood and 
etched glass door to pho
tography, essays, sculpture, 
and paintings. We owe spe
cial thanks to Paul Brower 
for hanging the show and 
to our extraordinary vol

past year. It was the theme 
ofboth our 2005 Great Out- photo: Penny Chadwell 

Writing, painting, photography and sculpture were presented at the show. 

unteers, Debra Matteson, 
Lara Gaasland-Tatro, and 
Dorothy Sherwood, who doors Auction and an open 

house during the September art walk hosted by Studio UFO, and 
culminated with the exhibit at Lucia Douglas Gallery. We are 
extremely fortunate and grateful that Linda Gardner of Lucia 
Douglas offered the gallery space to us for the show. 

The exhibit invited artists, craftsmen, and wordsmiths 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

helped make the event a success. Our biggest thank you is to 
the participating artists. Whatcom Land Trust appreciates the 
support it enjoys from our local artist community. Look for an
nouncements of the upcoming Fall Artists Studio Tour or call 
the office for more information - Jerry DeBacker. 

'
~ 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T. " 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax. net 
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Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 6,730 
Miles of Riverfront ..................................................... 14 

Public Parks Created ..................................................... 9 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 
D Become a member ($30 min.) 

D Find out more 
D 
D 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City /Zip_____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

D check enclosed Bill my: D VISA D MC # ____________________________ Expires: 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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Kroneribergs Show a Deep Love 
for Their Land with Easement 

Talking about their relationship to 
the land he and Phyllis purchased in 1974, 
Nate Kronenberg observed, "we have sort 
of become part of the land. We have re
lated to nature, specifically the nature 
of Whatcom County, in a way we have 
never done before .. .. We have managed 
the land carefully all of the years we have 
been here and have come to be one with 
all the big trees." This observation beauti
fully sums up why Nate and Phyllis signed 
a conservation easement at the end oflast 
year to protect in perpetuity their 30-acre 
forest and homestead near Everson. 

The Kronenbergs moved to Belling
ham from Chicago by way of Long Beach, 
California. They soon began looking for 
a place in rural Whatcom County. As 

Nate said, "we had 
never owned land 
before and were 
excited about the 
idea of having our 
own piece of land." 
The property near 
Everson "had all of 
the things we were 
looking for-woods, 
a view, a meadow, a 
seasonal stream .... 
We were fresh from photo: Eric Carabba 

the city and dying Nate and Phyllis Kronenberg in their forest. 

to get our hands in the soil." 
Phyllis is the ecologist in the family, 

"a naturalist from way back." She has taken 

mer president of the Bellingham Chapter 
of the Washington Native Plant Society. 
Her background was evident when she 

graduate courses in biology and is a for- insisted in adding to ... continuedonpagefive 

Saturday, May 13th - Save The Date 
Anything is possible-

from a box of berries, good wine, and fine art, 

~ to a rustic retreat, a river float, 

perhaps an armchair adventure or exhilarating expedition ... 

all this, and more, is possibly found at the Great Outdoors Auction! 

Make plans now to attend Whatcom Land Trust's Great Outdoors Auction to be held on Saturday, May 13, 
2006. This year the auction will be held at the Rotary Building at the Northwest Washington Fairgrounds 
in Lynden. This is our big fundraiser for the year, plan to attend. Make your plans early, as the auction has 
sold out in the past. We seek your help to make this year's auction the best yet. If you wish to donate an 
item, volunteer at this exciting event, or if you just don't want to miss the best fun to be had in Lynden on a 
Saturday night in May under a full moon-call the Whatcom Land Trust office today! 
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Thank You Ann 
WLT would like to express its gratitude 

to Ann Russell for her work as Conserva
tion Specialist. Ann came on board in 
March 2004 and worked hard on land man
agement issues and in the outreach work 
ofWLT. Ann's passion for the environment 
inspired her to complete her Masters in 
Environmental Education in the spring of 
2005. Her environmental passion is equaled 
by a passion for social justice. In October, 
Ann left WLT to work for the Kulshan 
Community Land Trust. KCLT provides 
permanently affordable housing. 

Thank you, Ann for your good work. We'll 
miss you and your amazing sense of humor. 

Welcome John 
John McLaughlin has joined the Board 

ofDirectors. John will provide his perspec
tive and expertise to the Land Management 
Committee. An Associate Professor at 
Huxley College of the Environment, John's 
teaching and research centers on popula
tion and wildlife ecology and conserva
tion biology. John completed his Ph.D. 
and M.S. in biological sciences at Stanford 
University. Before his graduate work, he 
was a wilderness guide in the Adirondack 
mountains. 

Auction Committee 
Cindy Klein will head up the 2006 

Auction Committee with help from Mary 
Dumas and Chris Moench. The Auction 
Committee also seeks interested WLT 
supporters to assist with the auction. Please 
contact the office if you wish to help. 

Coming and Going 
As Bob Keller returns from a leave of ab

sence, Wendy Walker begins a four month 
leave. Bob spent the autumn months in the 
Black Forest region of Germany, and Wendy 
will be teaching a class in La Paz, Mexico. 

Board Retreat 
The Board has scheduled its annual 

retreat for the second weekend of February. 
If you have concerns or suggestions for the 
organization, please let us know. 
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Rand Jack: A Whatcom County Treasure 
A Tribute to Rand Jack on his 65th birthday 

The board of directors expresses its deep appreciation to Rand Jack for 
the time, effort and intelligence that have very likely accomplished the most 
effective land conservation record in Whatcom County history. For over 
20 years, his tenacity and contagious optimism and his ability to craft and 
negotiate creative solutions have been at the heart of this organization's 
remarkable legacy. The true monuments, of course, to Rand's sustained 
effort are Clark's Point, Teddy Bear Cove, the Cherry Point heron colony, 
Canyon Lake Creek, the Nesset Farm, Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, 
Squires Lake, the Deming Homestead Eagle Park, and several dozen other 
prize properties. 

Such accomplishments as these seldom arise solely from a single 
devoted person, but often it requires creative, dedicated individuals to 
provide the necessary leadership, self-discipline and tipping point required 
for success against strong odds. In our Whatcom Land Trust history that 
individual has been Rand Jack. To him, at this point in time, we convey 
our highest admiration and deepest gratitude. 

Board of Directors, Whatcom Land Trust 

Eric Carabba new Property Steward 
Eric Carabba is excited to join What

com Land Trust. As a lifelong resident of 
Whatcom County, he appreciates WLT's 
work and feels honored to be entrusted 
with overseeing WLT's properties and 
conservation easement responsibilities. 

Eric joined the U. S. Army before 
graduating from Mt. Baker High School. 
There he displayed initiative and became 
an Airborne Ranger squad leader. After 
six and a half years, Eric, his wife Katrina, 
and their daughter Rowan were ready for a 
change. "We were eager to return home to 
the Acme area to be with our families and 
enjoy the beauty of Whatcom County," 

Eric attended Whatcom Community 
College and after graduating with honors 
transferred to Western Washington Uni
versity's Huxley College. Eric graduated 

photo: Connie Clement 

from Huxley with a Bachelors degree in 
Geography with an emphasis in environ
mental and resource management. 

During summers Eric worked with 
Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt on many trail and 
bridge projects, including the Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve and Canyon Lake 
Creek Community Forest. 

Newsletter Team ...... .. ............ .... Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Jerry De Backer 
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Doug Clark Remembered 
Doug Clark died at his home on 

October 8, 2005 after nearly a century 
full oflife. Many in the community may 
not have known Doug Clark, but few 
do not know Clark's Point. The 78-acre 
peninsula in Bellingham Bay serves as 
a living, forever-green memorial to the 
vision, foresight and generous hearts of 
Doug and Peggy Clark. 

People will remember Doug for 
different things-his adventurous spirit, 
his unfailing honesty, his pioneering of 
the grocery business in Bellingham, his 
trusting nature, his sense of humor, his 
loyalty in friendship, his love of family. 
Whatcom Land Trust remembers these 
things too, but what we will never forget 
is his bold decision in 1990, taken with 
his wife and three children, to place a 
perpetual conservation easement on 
one of the most beautiful pieces of land 
anywhere. In addition to benefiting the 
plants and animals that live there, this 
gift to the community assures that Clark's 
Point will remain a rich forest and marine 
habitat and a visual delight-rather than 
another housing development visible 
from Chuckanut Drive. 

The gift also served as a strategic 
moment in the history of Whatcom Land 
Trust. Doug Clark's faith in WLT brought 
us a credibility that money cannot buy. If 
a person of Doug's stature would trust us 
to oversee the preservation of something 
so precious as Clark's Point, WLT must be 
trustworthy. This conservation easement 
paved the way for the 82 conservation 
transactions that we have done since. 

The Clark Conservation Easement 
wasn't just about protecting big trees and 
nesting eagles. After months and months 
of meetings, we had just about settled on 
the terms of the easement when Doug's 
daughter Patrice said that there was 
something that she and her siblings Ron 
and Linda would like to add. Doug really 

loved to ride his bulldozer, and 
they wanted to add a provision 
that allowed Doug to ride his 
bulldozer on the existing bull
dozer trail so long as he lived. 
Never before and never since 
have we had such a request, but 
we made the addition to the ease
ment. This right was personal to 
Doug. No one else could do it, not 
even the president of Whatcom 
Land Trust. Once Doug died, the 
trail would revert to nature. The 

photo: Jonathan Duncan 

Doug Clark at his home in 1997. 
provision paid respect to Doug's 
independence as a man of the woods. He 
never actually made use of this special 
right, perhaps showing something of the 
man of the woods he had become. 

In a conversation not too long ago 
with WLT Board member Bob Keller, 
Doug reflected on the decision to grant 
a conservation easement over his name
sake to Whatcom Land Trust. He said 
he had no misgivings about what he 
and Peggy had done. With the passage 
of time, the decision became more and 
more important to him. And with each 

passing year, he was more certain that 
they had done the right thing. 

On the occasion of Doug's death, we 
celebrate his life. On behalf of all crea
tures great and small-those who live 
on Clark's Point, those who look upon it 
and those who delight in knowing that 
it is forever protected-we express our 
deepest gratitude to Doug and Peggy for 
their extraordinary generosity and vision 
of a future with big trees and nesting 
eagles on the peninsula now known as 
Clark's Point. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Doug and Peggy Clark in January 1990, surrounded by their family and friends as 
they sign the conservation easement protecting Clark's Point. 
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Douglas fir and Arbutus grow along with Garry oaks, which are 
uncommon in Whatcom County, at Madrona Point. 

Donation 
Protects 
Southside 
Shoreline 
"When we were designing the 
subdivision it became evident that 
the best use of the point and lagoon 
was for habitat conservation." 

Mike McCormack, Madrona Pointe developer 

A small rocky headland and saltwater lagoon south 
of Fairhaven on Bellingham Bay have been donated to the 
Whatcom Land Trust by real estate developer Mike Mc
Cormack. Mr. McCormack, of Santa Barbara, California, 
recently completed the Madrona Pointe Subdivision in 
the Edgemoor neighborhood. 

The 2-acre headland includes about 1,200 feet of 
saltwater shoreline cliff. The lagoon, about 5 acres in size, 
lies between the Burlington-Northern railroad tracks and 
a rocky upland below the new subdivision. The shoreline 
area on the headland is undisturbed and is one of the few 
sections of Bellingham Bay that hasn't been altered by 
industry or residential development. The gnarled Douglas 
fir and Arbutus are favorite perching sites for the local 
Bald Eagle family. The saltwater lagoon, created by the 
construction of the railroad in the early part of the last 
century, provides a quiet refuge for mergansers, buffle
heads, golden eyes, and other wandering waterfowl. One 
of Whatcom County's rare stands of native Garry oak 
trees is located on this headland. 

"When we were designing the subdivision it became 
evident that the best use of the point and lagoon was for 
habitat conservation," Mr. McCormack remarked. "We 
asked the Whatcom Land Trust if they were interested 
in owning the property. They took one look and agreed 
to accept the donation. The Land Trust was great to work 
with." Cindy Klein, president of Whatcom Land Trust 
and avid birder, enthusiastically supported the project. 

"There is very little saltwater shoreline preserved for 
... continued 011 next page 
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wildlife habitat in Whatcom County. Anytime Whatcom 
Land Trust gets the opportunity to conserve our shore lands 

we need to go for it." 
The donation was made possible by a team of indi

viduals working together toward the conservation goals, 
including Bill Sygitowicz, a local realtor, attorney Jack 
Swanson, and project manager Larry Willman of Inter
group Development. 

The donated property is covered by a conservation 
easement held by the City ofBellingham that prohibits any 
tree cutting in order to protect eagle perch trees. There is 
no public access to the site due to the sensitive wildlife and 
plant habitat. The rocky headland is impossible to land a 
boat on, but the public is encouraged to view the property 
from the waters of Bellingham Bay. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Madrona Point lagoon provides sensitive shoreline habitat. 

Kronenbergs' Land Ethic Spurs Donation .. contmuedf,ompageone 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Chris Moench of Whatcom Land Trust 
(left) and Nate Kronenberg walk the 
forest edge together as a baseline assess
ment of the property for the conservation 
easement is conducted. 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Douglas-firs the Kronenbergs planted to 
expand their forest. 

the draft conservation easement a "TAT h t f b 
h.b. · · d. b. . n e ave sor o ecome pro 1 1tlon agamst 1stur mg native 

under story vegetation in the forest. It part of the land. We 
was wonderful to have a knowledge- h l d 
able property owner insisting that a ave re ate to nature, 
draft easement be made more restric- specifically the nature 
tive and ecologically sensitive. ,.( h · 

Nate is the land manager. A O; w atcom County, in 
graduate of the DNR Forest Steward- a way We have never 
ship Program, Nate germinates his b ,.(. ,, 
ownseedsandhasplantedhundredsof done e;ore ... 
seedlings to complement the 80 to 100 Nate Kronenberg 

year old forest on the property. With Nate and Phyllis wrote in the Pur-
obvious relish, Nate, now retired, pro- pose section of their conservation ease
claimed that taking care of the prop- ment that they "intend for humans 
erty is a full time job. Then he quickly to live lightly on the property so as to 
corrected himself: "taking care of the minimize interference with wildlife and 
property is a full time pleasure." the character of the woods and the land." 

The Kronenbergs moved to When asked why they put a conservation 
Whatcom County for Nate to take a easement on their land, the Kronenbergs' 
job as the Whatcom County Mental answer was simple. "We didn't want 
Health Clinic's psychiatrist. He then anything to happen to our land like was 
went into private practice for 20 years happening elsewhere in the county." With 
before retiring in 1995. Retirement has their conservation easement, they have 
been elusive for Nate, now 80 years old. made sure that the fate of many places 
In addition to the full time pleasure of in Whatcom County will not befall the 
caring for the land, he has volunteered "Kronenberg forest." We at Whatcom Land 
for the past ten years at the Interfaith Trust are filled with respect and apprecia
Clinic setting up their mental health tion for the Kronenbergs' land ethic, their 
program, seeing patients, teaching conservation gift and all that they have 
and consulting. contributed to this community. 
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101-Acre Ladies of the Lake Wa 
With the help of a generous donation from Bob 

and Pat Brown, California residents with close ties to 
Whatcom County, Whatcom Land Trust recently pur
chased a beautiful 101-acre farm and forest in the Lake 
Whatcom watershed. (See memorial to Bob Brown, on 
next page) To protect the privacy of the sellers, we refer 
to them as the Ladies of the Lake and treat some of the 
details of the transaction as confidential. The Ladies of 
the Lake met as members of that elite and daring group 
of young women who became Air Force pilots in World 
War II. In fact, they bought this property thinking that 
the pasture might serve for landing airplanes as well as 
grazmg cows. 

Nearly 15 years ago Whatcom Land Trust became 
interested in the exceptional attributes of the Ladies' 
property-a beautiful 30-acre pasture nestled in a small 
valley, 70 acres of tall fir, cedar, hemlock and maple trees, 
and a clear stream flowing into Lake Whatcom. We began 
conversations with the Ladies of the Lake about purchas
ing their property, which continued over the years. The 
Ladies very much hoped the property would never be 
subdivided and developed, yet we were not able to work 
things out to serve everyone's needs. Then, a year and 
a half ago we got a call from Bob Brown saying that he 
and Pat wanted to do "something special" in the Lake 
Whatcom watershed. That phone call turned our atten
tion back to the Ladies of the Lake. 

With a commitment from the Browns, we were able 
to make arrangements that satisfied everyone. A neigh
bor agreed to trade a right of first refusal on 40 acres of 
the Ladies' property for a one-acre building right. The 
Ladies chose Starck Follis to represent them in the trans
action. Starck's legal assistant Mary Kay Loving quickly 
won the Ladies' hearts when they learned that she, like 
they, cooked on a wood-burning stove. Through the 
Browns' generosity, the purchase agreement allows the 
Ladies to live out their lives comfortably on the property 
and gives them the assurance that the property will never 
be subdivided and developed. 

Now, houses, roads, garages and lawns will never 
invade this land cared for by the Ladies of the Lake for the 
last 50 years. The land will forever endow our community 
with forest, fish, wildlife, clean water and a chance to 
experience a very special Whatcom County place. Some 
day it may become a County park, a legacy to Bob and 
Pat Brown and to the Ladies of the Lake. 

photo: Gordon Scott 

Whatcom Land Trust volunteer Barbara Francis pauses among forest giants 
on the Ladies of the Lake conservation site. 
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:ershed Property Acquired 
In Memory of Bob Brown, With 
Deep Respect and Gratitude 

Avid conservationist, civic activist, 
and supporter of Whatcom Land Trust, Bob 
Brown died on August 26 near his home in 
Portola Valley. For 15 years Bob and his wife 
Pat have given with exceptional generosity 
to Whatcom Land Trust. Though residents 
of California, Pat grew up in Skagit and 
Whatcom Counties, and Bob adopted this 
corner of Washington as a place special to 
him. In 1990 the Browns donated the Hegg 
Memorial to Whatcom Land Trust. This 
beautiful half acre property on the shore 
of Lake Whatcom off the North Shore Trail 
is now a County park. Since then, Bob and 
Pat have contributed significantly to WLT's 
land acquisition funds. 

About 18 months ago Bob called to 
say that he and Pat wanted to do some
thing special in the Lake Whatcom wa
tershed. After a careful survey of possible 

projects, we resumed our discussions with 
the Ladies of the Lake about their remark
able 101 acre property. (see accompanying 
story on previous page) Ironically, we had 
taken the Browns to see this property 
several years earlier. When WLT finally 
finished the complicated arrangements 
to buy the property and called the Browns 
with the good news, Pat told us that Bob 
had died a few days earlier and assured us 
that Bob's pledge would be honored. From 
our dealings with the Browns, we never 
had any doubts about this. 

In addition to his strategic con
tributions to conservation in Whatcom 
and Skagit Counties, Bob supported land 
trusts in the Bay Area. He was the leading 
figure in the founding and incorporation 
of the town of Portola Valley in order "to 
preserve open space and especially the 

trails that threaded Portola Valley from 
the development that was spreading 
into the hills." (The Almanac, August 31, 
2005). Bob served 18 years on the Town 
Council and three times as the volunteer 
mayor. On the occasion ofBob leaving the 
Town Council in 1982, the then mayor 
said that Portola Valley really should be 
named "Brown Valley." In addition to his 
community service, Bob ran the highly 
regarded construction company started 
by his father in 1932 and now managed 
by Bob's son. 

In a recent note, Pat wrote that "Rob
ert would be pleased to be remembered as 
a supporter of the environment, and as a 
provider of parks and open space for the 
future." With deep gratitude, he will cer
tainly be remembered that way in What
com County, and other places as well. 

Book on Nationwide Conservation 
Efforts Features Whatcom Land Trust 
. The .w~atco~ Land Trust is one ~f "This is a story about daring where visionaries 

six orgamzat10ns m the U.S. featured m • ' • • 
thebookpublishedthislastOctoberbythe from a small land trust in Bellingham, Washing-
Trust for Public Lands. GROUNDSWELL: ton, formed critical partnerships and pulled out 
Stories of Saving Places, Finding Commu-
nity, celebrates the role of land conserva- all the stops to preserve an ancient forest about to 
tion in preserving community character be sold for logging." 
and connecting people. The chapter on 
Whatcom Land Trust focuses on the pres

excerpt about Canyon Lake Creek Community Forest, from GROUNDSWELL 

ervation of Canyon Lake Creek Community Forest. It praises the trails-oriented land trust in Portland, Maine, the Natural Lands 
collaborative approach taken in conservation of this old growth 
forest that features some trees as old as 800 years. The author 
Alix W. Hopkins has worked in land conservation for more than 
twenty years. She has worked for Portland Trails, an urban, 

Trust, and currently serves as co-president of the Pownal Land 
Trust and as a board member of the Maine Coast Heritage Trust. 
Copies of the book are available at Village Books, WLT's office or 
can be found at http://www.alixwhopkins.com. 
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Purchase of Agricultural Development Rights Program Gains Momentum: 

Paul Dairy PDR Easement 
For over 100 years farming has been 

a major industry in Whatcom County and 
a significant contributor to the quality 
of life we enjoy. In 2002 the Whatcom 
County Council recognized the threat 
that population growth and develop
ment pose for this historic enterprise and 
adopted the Agricultural PDR program. 
Whatcom Land Trust was invited to as
sist the County in implementing the PDR 
program, and we soon accepted conserva
tion easements over 80 acres on two farms 
near Laurel. Last December the program 
added another 157 acres of prime farm
land to the list of permanently protected 
agricultural lands with the purchase of 
a conservation easement from the Paul 
Family of Custer. 

The Paul Dairy Farm contains 125 
acres of pasture and crop land and about 
25 acres of forest with several wet areas 
forming the heads of local streams. The 
farm is located in the Dakota Creek water
shed, which empties into Drayton Harbor 
near Blaine. The conservation easement 
now protecting agricultural uses on this 
property from the rural residential de
velopment helps maintain the economic 
health of the local agricultural commu
nity and, just as important, the ecologi
cal health of Dakota Creek and Drayton 
Harbor. Farmers have long recognized 
that good stewardship is good business. 

photo: Ann Russell 

The Paul Dairy near Custer will never grow a crop of houses or shopping malls 
now that it has been protected for agricultural uses in perpetuity. 

The conservation easement is writ-

ten to allow normal farming operations 
such as cropping, haying, grazing and 
growing of berries or other row type 
crops. It allows for some expansion of 
farming activities but prohibits subdivi
sion of the property, residential develop
ment or any other land use activity that 
would significantly interfere with the use 
of the land for agricultural purposes. The 
easement language is carefully crafted to 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

give current and future farmers as much 
flexibility as possible in conducting their 
agricultural operations while protecting 
the inherent biological values of the farm 
land. Underneath everything are the ir
replaceable soils of our region, soils that 
took 10,000 years to form after the last 
glaciers retreated northward, the soils 
that form the very foundation of our 
precious agricultural heritage. 

Socially Responsible Investing 

JONATHAN BLOCK 
Financial Consultant 

2219 Rimland Drive, Bellingham WA 98226 
(360) 647-0267 

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. - Member SIPC 
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Upcoming Whatcom Land Trust Tours 
All tours are free to Land Trust members. Suggested donation for non-members is $5.00 to $10.00 per person. Call the 

office to register and get directions to the meeting places. 650-9470. 

Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, Jan. 28 10am - 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: Stimpson Nature Guide 

An all-ages guided walk will lead hikers through the diverse habitats of this 350-acre nature reserve. Listen for birds, 
watch for native plants, and learn about the cultural history that has shaped this area of the Lake Whatcom watershed. Meet 
our Stimpson Nature Guide at the trailhead on Lake Louise Road, dress for the weather and prepare for a 3 hour hike. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Geology Tour at the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, Feb. 25 10am- 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: Bernie Dougan, Instructor of Geology, Whatcom Community College 

Join geologist Bernie Dougan for a look at the formation of the terrain at Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. Bernie has such 
enthusiasm for geology he even makes rocks interesting! Attend this tour and find out what's been happening under your feet. 
Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Animal Tracking at Deming Homestead Eagle Park 
Saturday, March 11 10am- 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: John Mclaughlin, Professor at Huxley College of Environmental Studies 

Tracking is an excellent way to document the presence and activities of wildlife. Here's your chance to learn how to do it! 
Huxley professor ( and new WLT Board member) John McLaughlin will show you how to discover animal presence by investigating 
the prints they leave behind-a great way to find out about the animals of our community. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Neotropical Birds at Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, April 29 10am - 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leaders: Tom Pratum and Paul Woodcock of the North Cascades Audubon Society 

Neotropical migrant birds are the songbirds that represent 340 of the 600 species of North American birds. As spring begins, 
more than 300 species ofNeotropical migratory birds head north to breed and raise young in the United States and Canada. In the fall 
they return to warmer climates in tropical regions of Central and South America. Join Tom Pratum and Paul Woodcock of the North 
Cascades Audubon Society for a survey of neotropical birds at Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Native Plants of the Nesset Farm 
Saturday, May 20 10am- 1 :OOpm Limit: 15 
Leader: Walt Lockwood of the Komo Kulshan chapter of the Washington Native Plant Society 

Native plants are an important element of our natural heritage. These plants provide food and shelter for other organisms, 
offer insights into past and present natural processes, and provide us with comfort and enjoyment. Join Walt Lockwood of the 
Native Plant Society for a look at what's growing at WLT's historic Nesset Farm. Call the office to register. 650-9470 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 

Waycross 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Stock, bond and mutual fund 
portfolios to fit your needs. 

Michael Ryan, President 

1326 Commercial St., Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.waycross.com 360-67"1-8376 
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Local Artists Raise Thousands 
for Whatcom Land Trust 

In recognition of the link between 
the natural beauty and ecological health of 
our region and their creative inspirations, 
artists on the 11th Annual Whatcom Art
ist Studio Tour donated a portion of their 
sales during the tour to Whatcom Land 
Trust. Through their efforts, the 31 artists 
raised nearly $3,000 during the 2005 tour, 
which took place the first two weekends 
in October. The proceeds will be applied 
directly to acquiring and maintaining land 
for permanent protection. 

who go can see jewelers, paint
ers, pastel artists, wood turners, 
potters, glassblowers, weavers, 
metalworkers and more. 

Jayme Curley, an artist 
who creates low-fired, clay 
vases, said the event "turned 
out to be really fun, with lots / 
of people tromping through 
our "gallery" (living room) and 

"studio" ( ex-guest bedroom), 
with many stories of why they 

The free, self-guided Studio Tour 
began in 1995 as a way to bring the public 
into the places where local artists create. 
By visiting the studios, people are given 
the opportunity to talk with the artists, 
take a peek into their creative process, 
and to purchase items directly from them. 
The Whatcom Artist Studio Tour is a 
highly selective, juried event so tour go
ers are guaranteed to see some of the best 
work our community has to offer. Those 

love to make and look at art." 
Curley's participation in the 
Whatcom Artists Studio Tour 
inspired two more individual 
arts shows in Seattle for Curley, 

photo: David Curley 

Ceramic artist Jayme Curley prepares for the 
Whatcom Artist Studio Tour 

both benefiting Whatcom Land Trust. 
The resulting Seattle shows raised an ad
ditional $3,000. Curley stated, 'Tm doing 
this to raise money for Whatcom Land 
Trust.. ...... to save a bit of this beautiful 
area from turning into L.A." 

For more information on the 
Whatcom Artists Studio Tour, visit 
www.studiotour.net. For more infor
mation on Whatcom Land Trust, visit 
www.whatcomlandtrust.org. or call the 
WLT office at 650-9470. 

New Business Partner Pledges 
Support to Whatcom Land Trust 

Blossom Property Management has made a 5 year com
mitment to Whatcom Land Trust's Business Partner Program. 
The Business Partner Program is one way that Whatcom Land 
Trust secures long-term financial stability for the organization. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

We wish to thank Blossom's President Ken Hertz for recogniz
ing the value of the work we do in the community. If you are 
interested in learning more about becoming a Business Partner, 
please contact Jerry DeBacker at the WLT office. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Conservation Awards Presented 
Whatcom Land Trust presented two awards at its 

annual membership picnic on September 25, 2005. The 
awards were the Distinguished Conservator Award, a 
lifetime achievement award given to persons who have 
provided years of leadership in the area of conservation, 
and the Land Steward of the Year Award, which recog
nizes persons who have performed a significant conserva
tion act in the last year. 

Distinguished Conservator 
Terry Wahl was presented the Distinguished Conservator 

Award for his 40+ years of dedicated service in the protection of 
bird habitat, promotion of public awareness of birds and educa
tion on the relationship between how we care for our iand and the 
health of bird populations. Wahl, a lifelong resident of Whatcom 
County, has promoted land stewardship through his interest 
in wildlife habitat. He has been continuously and consistently 
counting, monitoring and writing about bird populations in 
Whatcom County, Western Washington and Washington State 
for many years. Wahl has organized and overseen numerous 
bird population and habitat surveys and has passionately con-

tributed to local environmental and stewardship education 
through his birding trips, classes and talks. 

Land Stewards of the Year 
Whatcom Land Trust selected Tim, Dan and Mike 

O'Connor as the 2005 Land Stewards of the year. In 1997, the 
O'Connor Brothers donated to Whatcom Land Trust a strict 
conservation easement over White Deer, the 18-acre family 
camp off Lake Louise Road. The property is named for the 
white deer that frequented the camp in the 1960s. White Deer 
is a beautiful property laced with three streams draining into 
Lake Whatcom and populated with mature Douglas fir and 
red cedar. This year the brothers decided to give the property 
to Whatcom Land Trust. The O'Conners were honored for the 
care they have taken of White Deer. While exploring the streams 
and woods as youngsters, they learned the lessons of steward
ship. As they grew older, the brothers applied those lessons to 
the White Deer property. The O'Connors' gift this year was an 
act of foresight and generosity. Rather than a gift to Whatcom 
Land Trust, it was more a gift to the land, a gift of perpetual 
stewardship and care. 

WLTabling Training 

STUDIO UFO 
Trish Harding 

artist/instructor 

301 W. Holly St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

360.671.8682 
www.studioufo.net 

Art Classes/Drop-in Drawing Sessions otanda@yahoo.com 

Are you passionate about saving the beautiful areas of Whatcom 
County? Would you like to share your passion with others? Whatcom 
Land Trust is looking for people to serve as friendly educators at WLT's 
outreach table we set up at special events in Whatcom County such as the 
Bellingham Farmers Market. Interested? A tabling training is set for April 
25 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the WECU Education Center, located 
at 511 East Holly Street, across from their main office. This session will 
provide an overview of the work ofWLT, the outreach materials and how 
to engage people in conversation. Call the office at 650-9470 to sign up. 
photo: WL T Archives 

Volunteers help spread the word about the work of Whatcom Land 
Trust at the Northwest Washington Fair. 
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L __________ _J 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 7,894 
Acres of Lake Whatcom Watershed ........................... 789 

Public Parks Created ..................................................... 8 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 
0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City/Zip _____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # ____________________________ Expires: 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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PARTNERSHIP PROTECTS 
HERON COLONY 

photo: Rich Bowers 

Above: Heron nests at Birch Bay colony. W hen development threatened 
the Birch Bay Great Blue Heron 

Colony, the Whatcom Land Trust brought 
together a powerful partnership to protect 
the nesting site of these majestic birds. 
Whatcom County, British Petroleum and 
the State Department of Ecology joined 
the Land Trust to make sure that the 
herons continue to have a secure, undis
turbed place to call home in Whatcom 
County. The Birch Bay Colony is one of 
the largest on the west coast with over 
300 nesting pairs. 

When early this year the Sidwell 
Family put up for sale three five-acre 
lots next to the colony, a number of con
cerned people contacted the Whatcom 

photo: Rand Jack 

Right: Some of those who made this 
protection possible: (I tor) Jeri Smith, 

realtor, Don Gustafson, appraiser, Sara 
Young, engineer, Bruce Sidwell, seller 

Land Trust. Among the first was County 
Council member and heron fan Sharon 
Roy. Wildlife biologist and long time stu-

and occupies the primary protection buf
fer for the colony's southern perimeter. 
Purchase of this property and securing 

"Realtors make their living from the land; I want to give back to 
the land, to the special places in Whatcom County, by giving to the 

Whatcom Land Trust." 1 . s ·th w· d R It - en m, , m ermere ea y 

dent of the colony Ann Eisinger wrote to 
us that "the Sidwell property is adjacent 
to the Birch Bay Great Blue Heron Colony 

it as a conservation area contiguous with 
the existing forest reserve is vital to the 
survival of the Birch ... continued on page six 
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Bob Carmichael, 
thank you for all 
you've done 

The WLT Board would like to grate
fully acknowledge the service of board 
member Bob Carmichael. Bob was 
accepted onto the board in June 1998 
and resigned earlier this year to spend 
more time with his family, especially 
his two active boys. While we support 
the reason for his resignation, we will 
miss his thoughtful contributions to 
our discussions. Ever conscious of our 
mission, Bob helped keep us on task. 
He generously volunteered his time 
and expertise to thoroughly reading 
through document "legalese" from 
insurance policies to easements. He 
helped our understanding regarding 
issues and policies and smoothed the 
way for many land conservation deals 
to take place. 

Bob is in legal practice with the 
law firm of Zender Thurston. He has 
graciously offered his advice in the 
future, should the need arise. With 
many thanks for all you've done, Bob! 

- The WLT Board 

Thank you, Daniel 
WLT would like to express its 

appreciation to Daniel Morgan who 
served as the Development Director 
from July of 2003 through April of 
2005. Daniel saw us through two suc
cessful auctions, our 20th anniversary 
celebration and numerous projects. 
Daniel is now headed to England 
where she will begin her Masters de
gree in environmental science. Thank 
you, Daniel, and best wishes! 

Volume 14 No. 3 - Summer/Fall, 2005 

The Steward published by 

Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. Box 6131 
Bellingham, Washington, 98227-6131 

(360) 650-9470 

info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE 

Al & Sandy Hunter 
"We are far more comfortable in the 

WOOdS ... it'S in OUr nature." -A/Hunter 

There are many 
things that could oc
cupy Sandy and Al 
Hunter's time, they 
could devote more time 
to the maintenance and 
repair of their home, 
join their daughter in 
her mis.sionary work, 
spend time landscap
ing the five acre lot, en
joy the grandkids up in 
Everson, or just traipse 
about trying to keep up 
with their young border 
collie! But they choose to devote some of 
their precious time on the jewel we know 
as the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. 
Sandy and Al serve as the coordinators of 
Whatcom Land Trust's docent program 
at the reserve. They both mention how 
they have enjoyed getting to meet the 
volunteers that lead the nature walks, 
and seeing the continual improvements 
made to the reserve trails. They note that 
they derive particular pleasure from the 
people who come to appreciate nature 
and learn something new while walking 
on the tour 

They both enjoy taking the time to 
cross the road from their house and walk 
throughout Stimpson. Sandy enjoys that 
the trail loops back around to its start
ing point but is particularly thankful for 

photo: Jerry DeBacker 

the sense of solitude that the land and 
the wood provide. Al notes, "We are far 
more comfortable in the woods, than in 
any downtown or urban area, it's in our 
nature." When pressed to explain where 
that sense of comfort arises from, they 
both note that they have always enjoyed 
recreating in the outdoors. When we 
talked, Sandy had just returned from 
leading a 'Women Outside' backpack
ing trip and Al spoke of the pleasure he 
gets from just walking about the woods. 
It should be noted that they both also 
mentioned their religious beliefs. They 
serve as Deacons for the pt Presbyterian 
Church. "There is the old saw, if you love 
the Creator, take care of the creation," says 
Al, as Sandy nods in agreement, "and we 
believe that- deeply." 
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STEWARDSHIP STORIES WLT welcomes Jerry DeBacker 
as its new Development Director 

photo courtesy of Brian Flowers 

Thanks to the members of the 
Bellingham Storyteller's Guild, who pre
sented Stories of Stewardship as a benefit 
for Whatcom Land Trust. The tales were 
told on Friday, July 29th at the Firehouse 
Performing Arts Center in Fairhaven. 

Local professional storytellers Rob 
Astyk, Doug Banner, Bill Barroch, and 
Brian Flowers (pictured above) presented 
an evening of tales about the land and our 
relationships to it. 

The performance may be repeated 
in the county this coming winter, possibly 
at the Everson Library. Look for it in the 
events schedules of the local media. 

In Jerry's first month he has set 
a date for next year's Great Outdoors 
Auction (May 13th), ushered in the new 
personnel policy and started organiz
ing an art show for the Tree of the Year 
celebration. Talk about hitting the floor 
running! If you've not yet met Jerry, drop 
by or call the office. 

Jerry DeBacker is looking for
ward to the challenge of serving as the 
Development Director and organiza
tional manager of the Whatcom Land 
Trust. Jerry is relocating to Bellingham 
from Lewiston, Idaho where he and his 
family have lived for the last 3 years as he 
acquired a Bachelors degree in History. He 
states, "In returning to school, my intent 
was teach at the secondary level. While 
the college certifies that I am qualified 
to do so, I myself do not know that I am 
prepared!" 

Jerry, and his wife Ellen, are the 
proud parents of two daughters, Mariah 

Membership Picnic September 25th! 
Come join us for a celebration of the membership and volunteers of 

Whatcom Land Trust on September 25th from 4-7 p.m. at Silver Lake Park! 
Music by Bent Grass will start off the festivities. We will be acknowledging 
our volunteers and awarding the Land Steward of 2005 Award as well as the 
Distinguished Conservator Award. Attendees will have the first opportunity 
to sign up for the fall tours. Whatcom Land Trust will provide the main dish 
and refreshments. We ask our members to bring a favorite dish to share. 
Those with last names beginning with A-M, bring a side dish. Those with 
last names beginning with N-Z, bring dessert. See you there! 

Volunteer Opportunities to Help WLT 
Whatcom Places Marketing Volunteer- We are looking for someone to visit 
potential outlets throughout Whatcom County for our book, Whatcom 
Places, and its related package of cards. This task involves talking with shop 
owners, showing them the book and cards, and asking if they would like 
to carry them. The award-winning Whatcom Places showcases the beauty 
of Whatcom County through photographs and the written word. A second 
edition is schedule to be released in December 2006. Call the office at 
650-9470, if you'd like to contribute to Whatcom Land Trust in this way. 

photo: Connie Clement 

& Shannon. Ellen has over 20 years of 
experience as a Critical Care Registered 
Nurse, with experience as an Intensive 
Care Unit supervisor. Jerry, most re
cently has worked for Lewis-Clark State 
College as a coordinator for the Continu
ing Education and Community Events 
department. In the past, he has served 
as Executive Director and Conservation 
Director for Prickly Pear Land Trust in 
Helena, Montana. 

While both of them were born in the 
heart of Nebraska, they have spent over 25 
years in Montana and Idaho. Throw in a 
year and a half 'working holiday' spent 
in New Zealand for good measure and 
you get the sense that they care about 
rural, open spaces. Jerry states, "We 
consider the shift to Whatcom County 
to be a natural progression of our migra
tion- our concern is that we participate 
in preserving a community. I see myself 
as a persuader, and I see my role as one 
who persuades trust members, and the 
general public, that we need to invest in 
protecting our common ground." 

The whole family enjoys skiing, 
river rafting (look for that to show up at 
the Great Outdoors Auction), hiking, and 
school and family activities in general. 
"We are excited about all of the possibili
ties that the region provides- and we get to 
help shape the future of the community! 
It's a privilege to have that opportunity." 
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Spring on the Land 

Tearing Down & Replanting 
Worl< parties remove invasive weeds and reclaim habitat 

Thanks to a host of volunteers that 
ranged from Skagit County to Blaine, the 
Whatcom Land Trust had two very suc
cessful work parties this spring. 

The first one was on our recently 
acquired Innis Creek property in Wicker
sham. For this project we partnered with 
the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group 
(SFEG) to plant native trees and vegeta
tion in an open field that borders Ennis 
Creek, which runs through the property. 
SFEG and their Washington Conservation 
Corps Crew were instrumental in acquir
ing the plants, site preparation, and help
ing to bring in additional volunteers for 
the planting event. Most of the plants are 
thriving and the process is under way of 

reclaiming the field and wetland habitat 
that make this property a unique addition 
to WLT salmon protection achievements. 
Thanks to WLT and SFEG volunteers for 
their help and to the Sehome Starbucks 
for fueling us up on an early March 
morning! 

In May an energetic group of new 
employees led by Charlie Heggem from 
the Bellingham REI store descended 
upon a nasty row of blackberries along 
Squires Lake. They worked for hours in 
the spring sun removing the non-native 
invasive from the shores of the lake and 
then ended the day with a hike through 
the Park. Squires Lake Park is a Whatcom 
County Park that is protected by a What

com Land Trust Conservation 
Easement. Thank you, once 
again, to REI Bellingham 
and for your commitment to 
Whatcom County and What
com Land Trust! 

Washington 
Conservation Corps 
crew cleans-up 
White Deer property 

Remember March? 

photo: Ann Russell 

wee crew at the White Deer property. 

Much of it was rainy and 
when it was not raining it was 
wet from the rain. Through 
almost the entire month a 
crew from the Washington 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

photo: Dick Knight 

Perry and Reed Welch planted a Spruce. 

Conservation Corps (WCC) was hard 
at work removing debris and old build
ings from WLT's White Deer Property. 
I visited the crew several times during 
the project and was always greeted with 
smiles, laughter, and an impressive work 
ethic. These Americorps Volunteers, led 
by Crew Leader Michael Koenen, removed 
nearly 8-tons of construction and other 
debris from the property. This work was 
vital to returning the property to forest 
habitat. This WCC crew won a Heart and 
Hands Volunteers of the Year award from 
the Whatcom Volunteer Center this year. 
In a heartfelt show of support and kind
ness they donated their award money 
back to WLT. A huge thank you to Michael 
and his crew! 

This major clean-up project would 
not have been possible without the help 
of Paul Razore at Sanitary Service Com
pany and Grant Hill of Regional Disposal 
Company. Paul donated two 30-yard 
dumpsters and the debris hauling costs. 
Grant donated the disposal costs. Thank 

li'/MiK 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter. A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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you also to Renee LaCroix at the City of 
Bellingham, Public Works Department 
for dedicating the WCC cr~w's time to 
the White Deer Demolition and clean
up project. Thank you, again, to all 
involved for your valuable contributions 
to protecting Austin Creek and the Lake 
Whatcom Watershed. 

Interested in volunteering to work 
on Whatcom Land Trust Properties? We 
are always looking for people to help us 
monitor properties or participate in work 
parties. If you are interested in learning 
more about how to become a Land Moni
tor please contact Ann Russell at the WLT 
office: (360) 650-9470 or arussell@whatc 
omlandtrust.org. 

- Ann Russell, 
Conservation Specialist 

Make A Difference 
Day-2005 
October 22 

Make A Difference Day is a national 
annual volunteer event. In 2004, 3 million 
people volunteered on Make a Difference 
Day, accomplishing thousands of projects 
in hundreds of towns. Locally the event 
is coordinated through the Whatcom 
Volunteer Center (WCV). This year 
Whatcom Land Trust will be participat
ing in the event and partnering with WCV 
and REI to work on WLT properties. In
terested in volunteering? Contact Ann or 
Connie at the office: (360) 650-9470 or 
arussell@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

Come help us make a difference in 
Whatcom County! 

Light Shines Through Nesset Barn 
photo: Chris Navarre 

When the 
109 -acre 

Nesset Farm was 
sold to Whatcom 
County for use as 
a public park, pro
ceeds of the sale 
were placed in the 
Nesset Founda
tion, established 
by the Whatcom 
Land Trust. All 
of the funds are 
directed by the 
Foundation to the 
restoration and 
maintenance of the 
Nesset Farm. When 
the historic Nes
set barn collapsed 
under a snow load 
several years ago, 
~he Fo~ndatio~ decided to restore the barn as close as possible to its original form, 
mcludmg speoally ordered 36-inch cedar shakes for the roof. The work was done 
under the thoughtful direction of Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt and with the skilled hands of 
Russ and the Savatgy brothers, Pat and Mike. The Land Trust protects the Farm in 
perpetuity through a conservation easement signed by Tom and Ingeborg Nesset on 
July 31, 1989. 

After prolonged observations and careful calculations, Nesset Farm caretaker 
Chris .Navarre took this spectacular picture inside the Nesset Barn at the only mo
ment m the year that the sun centered in the diamond window at noon and produced 
symmetry oflight on the barn floor. The Land Trust thanks Chris for caretaking the 
Nesset Farm and for letting us display his artistry. 

STUDIO UFO 
Trish Harding 

artist/instructor 

301 W. Holly St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

360.671.8682 
www.studioufo.net 

Art Classes/Drop-in Drawing Sessions otanda@yahoo.com 
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HERON HABITAT PROTECTION 
continued from page one 

the BP Cherry Point Refinery 
(Formerly known as the ARCO 
Cherry Point Refinery) donated 
to the Whatcom Land Trust a 
conservation easement over 
77 acres, including the heron 
colony. The highly restrictive 
easement guarantees the per
petual protection of the nesting 
site. Three years later the refin
ery donated to the Land Trust a 
second conservation easement 
protecting an adjoining 103 
acres of wildlife habitat. 

and very able to come to the rescue." The 
County Council unanimously approved 
the County's contribution to the prop
erty purchase. 

This left us $49,000 short of the 
purchase price. And so we called Dick 
Grout to see if the State Department of 
Ecology could help. Dick said that the De
partment had $51,000 in the Coastal Wet
lands Fund. "How much did we need?" 
We replied that we only needed $49,000, 
so they still had money left over. Within 
a few days we had the confirmation that 
we had what we needed to close the deal 

Once again BP came and protect the herons. Sharon Roy ex
through, this time with a pressed the thoughts of everyone when 

photo: Ann Eisinger pledge of $100,000 toward the she said: "This is a wonderful partner
Bay heron colony." Though fairly small in 
acreage, the Sidwell property is critical as 
a buffer and as a future nesting area. In 
all likelihood, construction of houses on 
the lots would force the herons to leave. 

$299,000 purchase price and ship -Whatcom County, BP, the Depart
an agreement to pay half the cost of an ment of Ecology and the Whatcom Land 
appraisal and a wetlands study. David Ev- Trust - that has come together to make 
ans and Associates (with Sara Young and sure that the Birch Bay Heron Colony will 
Lillianna Guifarro doing the work) agreed continue to thrive. These great birds are 

The land also contains rich wetlands and to donate the other half of the cost of the an essential part of Whatcom County." 
riparian habitat, a mature Douglas fir for
est and an active eagle nest. 

Recognizing the importance of the 
Sidwell property to the survival of the 
heron colony, the Land Trust Board voted 
to try to put together a deal. Windermere 
realtor Jeri Smith volunteered to help the 
Land Trust with the complex task of ne
gotiating a purchase agreement with the 
Sidwells. Jeri also volunteered to donate 
her commission to the Land Trust, as well 
as a portion of all future commissions. 
She said that she loved growing up in 
Whatcom County. "Realtors make their 
living from the land; I want to give back 
to the land, to the special places in What
com County, by giving to the Whatcom 
Land Trust." 

Our next task was to raise money. 
British Petroleum, the industry leader 
in recognizing and setting an agenda to 
respond to the dangers of global warm
ing, has a long-standing investment in the 
health of the Birch Bay Colony. In 1996 

wetlands study. Michael Abendhoff, Di- The land is now owned by Whatcom 
rector of Public Relations for BP expressed County and protected forever by a con
the company's strong commitment to the servation easement held by the Whatcom 

BP is proud to partner with the Land Trust to help secure this vital 
Heron Habitat. We want to ensure this colony thrives for as long as 
they choose live in our backyard." 

- Michael Abendhoff, Director of Public Relations for BP 

herons: "BP is proud to partner with the 
Land Trust to help secure this vital Heron 
Habitat. We want to ensure this colony 
thrives for as long as they choose live in 
our backyard." 

Whatcom County Executive Pete 
Kremem immediately saw the impor
tance for the County of this acquisition 
and gave his wholehearted support for 
use of $150,000 from the Conservation 
Futures Fund to protect the herons. 
With his usual generosity of spirit, Pete 
said: "When an important part of our 
natural heritage like the Great Blue Heron 
is threatened, we are extremely fortunate 
to have the Whatcom Land Trust willing 

Land Trust that guarantees the herons 
will always have these 15 acres available 
for their use as they see fit. 

We are fortunate to live in a com
munity of generous people, concerned 
public officials and responsible corpo
rate citizens. Whatcom Land Trust is 
privileged to bring together a partnership 
of enlightened local elected officials, 
a corporation that is a world leader in 
environmental awareness, and a dedi
cated state regulatory agency to protect a 
critical Whatcom county natural resource 
- the nesting grounds for the Great Blue 
Herons that adorn our landscape and en
rich our lives. - Rand Jack, WL T Board 
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Upcoining WLT Tours 
Here are the upcoming tours of Whatcom Land Trust properties. All tours 

are free to Land Trust members. Suggested donation for non-members is $5.00 
to $10.00 per person. Call the office to register and get directions to the meeting 
places. 650-9470. Attendees of the membership picnic get the first opportunity 
to sign up for tours! 

ARCO Heron Reserve 
Saturday, October 8 
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Leader: Ann Eisinger, Wildlife Biologist 
Limit: 25 

Come join us for a slide presentation and talk on great blue herons followed 
by a visit to the heronry. See Whatcom Land Trust's recent purchase which expands 
the area around this sensitive site. Wildlife biologist, Ann Eisinger, will provide 
information on these beautiful birds, and guide you around the rookery. Dress for 
walking through the brush, and wear boots that cover the ankle. 

Squire's Lake 
Saturday October 22nd 
10 p.m. to 1 p.m. 
Leader: Larry Simkins, Whatcom County Parks 
Limit: None 

Located just north of the Skagit County line, this 84-acre park is possibly 

photo:Rich Bowers 

Arco Heron Reserve tour 

photo: John Pratt 

one of Whatcom County's best-kept secrets. Join hike leader Larry Simkins, one Squires Lake Park 
of the forces behind the park's existence, to discover the dazzling 10-acre lake, --------------
beaver pond and amazing views. 

Chum and Coho Salmon Tour 
Saturday, November 19th 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Leader: Doug Huddle, Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife 
Limit: 12 

Come celebrate the winter Chum & Coho on this trip along the Nooksack 
with fish biologist Doug Huddle. See the salmon as they make their spawning 
trip up the river and learn about their tendencies and challenges from this 
enthusiastic outdoorsman. 

Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday: November 5th, December 3rd, January 28th 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. _ 
Leader : Stimpson Family Nature Reserve Nature Guide 
Limit: 15 

Please join the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve Nature Guides for an all
ages guided walk. This walk will lead hikers through the diversity of habitats 
encompassed in the over 300-acre nature reserve. Listen for birds, watch for na
tive plants, and learn about the cultural history that has shaped this area of the 
Whatcom watershed. Please meet at the trailhead on Lake Louise Road, dress for 
the weather and prepare for a 2 - 3 hour hike. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

photo: Ann Russell 

Maple Creek salmon habitat 

photo: Rand Jack 

Stimpson Family Nature Reserve trail 
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Great Outdoors Auction 

A Great Time for a Good Cause 

photo: Rich Bowers 

Auction attendees enioy excellent food and wine at Whatcom Land Trust's fifth annual Great Outdoors Auction. 

It's something like sending your kid 
off to college or into the service: the Great 
Outdoors Auction this year ran without 
me, better than ever. After I had directed 
it four years, the Land Trust board ap
pointed Rich Bowers, Mary Dumas, and 
Chris Moench to chair the committee and 
oversee our annual event. Much of the 
detail work fell upon Renea Roberts who 
did a superb job. All of 40-50 volunteers 
pitched in. We can't list everyone here, 
but Becky Masters, Liz Isaly and Andrea 
Hood did an exceptional amount of work 
exceptionally well. Consultant Gaye 
Godfrey always shores up everyone's 
self-confidence, and without a dedicated 
Connie Clement in our office the entire 
event could collapse of its own weight. 
Any auction is truly a team effort. 

This year's team effort netted over 
$56,000, an auction record for the Land 
Trust. $45,000 of that amount supports 
our day-by-day operations and sala
ries. This year the exciting Save an Acre 
spectacle of direct donations to purchase 
a specific parcel ofland produced an all-

. time high of $11,000. These generous dol
lars, combined with $8,000 from What
com Places book sales, has purchased 17 
acres of salmon and eagle habitat on the 
North Fork of the Nooksack River (see 
next page). Thank you, everyone. 

Most auction items aim to provide 
spice, health and safety to any bidders' 
life: smoked salmon and organic chicken; 
a Mariners' game on an August summer 
night; a week at a nature reserve in To
bago; avalanche safety training from the 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

American Alpine Institute in memory of 
Brian Brett; the puffin carved by Rand 
Jack; a ferry trip for two to Skagway; 
home-cooked Thai dinners by Chuck and 
Dee Robinson; a beautiful Necky kayak 
from Johnson Outdoors; an evening on 
the Snow Goose, or sailing on the Zodiac. 
Hoagland Pharmacy vigorously and suc
cessfully bid to be taken deep into the 
Grand Canyon-"Will they ever return? 
No, they'll never return. They're the 
pharmacists who will hike forever on the 
trails of the Canyon, and their fate is still 
unlearned. No, they will never return." 

But you can return. Next year's Great 
Outdoors Auction is already scheduled for 
May 13rh. Save the date. 

- Bob Keller 

WLT Board 

Socially Responsible Investing 

JONATHAN BLOCK 
Financial Consultant 

2219 Rimland Drive, Bellingham WA 98226 
(360) 647-0267 

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. - Member SIPC 
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Save-An-Acre 

1 7 acres saved 
in 5 minutes! 

Amid all the din and dining at this years Great Outdoors 
Auction, Whatcom Land Trust members took a few minutes 
out of their fun to do some of the hard work of conservation. 
In just five minutes Land Trust members raised $11,129 to
wards the purchase of the 17-acre Big Spruce Roost tract on 
the North Fork Nooksack. It was a fulfilling moment to see 
the enthusiasm of the crowd, feel the excitement build and 
realize the power of a local community to take direct action 
in land conservation. 

On that remarkable evening the Whatcom conservation 
community demonstrated its commitment to protecting and 
preserving the county's natural heritage. 

Thanks to you, our members and friends, 1,300 feet of 
North Fork river frontage, 17.35 acres of riparian forest and 
several wizened old growth Sitka spruce trees now benefit 
from the perpetual stewardship of Whatcom Land Trust. The 
Big Spruce Roost property is strategically located in the center 
of the Maple Falls Bald Eagle Communal Winter Night Roost. 
Like the nearby Kenny Creek Eagle Night Roost (protected 
with a Land Trust conservation easement), winter foraging 
Bald Eagles roost together in trees during the long and cold photo: Gordon Scott 

winter nights. Biologists believe these night roosts are critical The newly-acquired Big Spruce Roost property. 

habitat for the eagles as they struggle to survive in winter on 
spawned out salmon carcasses during the day. During the night the eagles roost close 
together in the trees, sharing body warmth and perhaps information about the best 
places to get the next carcass. 

Big Spruce Roost is also popular salmon spawning habitat. The strong chum 
run in the winter attracts the eagles. A much smaller run of native Spring Chinook, 
listed as "threatened" under the Endangered Species Act, still manages to make it 
up river to spawn on the banks of the North Fork at Big Spruce Roost. Though still 
recovering from previous logging in the 1990's, the forest on Big Spruce Roost will be 
augmented, restored and perpetually managed for salmon habitat under a new grant 
we are hopeful of receiving next year. As an example of how we creatively finance our 
conservation work, we plan to leverage the acquisition of Big Spruce Roost as match 
for the new grant. 

The glacial melt waters of the North Fork slide quietly over rounded cobbles of 
the river bed. Morning mist rises off the fresh green alder forest, the smell of sweet 
spring cottonwood buds is slightly intoxicating. A darting swallow glides effortlessly 
above the gravel bar island under the watchful gaze of a Bald Eagle perched in a 
snaggy Douglas fir. Thanks to the hard work and generosity of all Whatcom Land 
Trust members, Big Spruce Roost has now joined the family of protected lands in 
Whatcom County. 

- Gordon Scott, Conservation Director 

Nooksack Bike Tour 
On August 27th, 12 people partic

ipated in the first-ever WLT Nooksack 
Properties by Bicycle Tour. This tour, 
led by WLT Advisory Board member 
Kerry Thalhofer, began at the Deming 
Homestead Eagle Park, meandered up 
the North Fork Road, and then turned 
south down Mosquito Lake Road. A 
greater element of adventure was add
ed to the trip when it was discovered 
that the bridge at Hutchinson Creek 
was under construction. The tour 
participants were undaunted, fording 
the stream with bicycles in hand. The 
26-mile journey ended at the Nesset 
Farm where the hungry, tired adven
turers ate lunch and rested in the sat
isfaction of completing the beautiful, 
although hilly, ride. 
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Hostetler Memorial to Benefit Canyon 
Lake Creek Community Forest 

Del Hostetler passed away in Bell
ingham in March of this year. He and 
his wife Rosemary moved to Whatcom 
County eight years ago to be closer to 
photo: Roger Weiss 

View from the ridge above Canyon 
Lake Creek Community Forest. 

Business Partners are 
Partners in Conservation 

The Whatcom Land Trust would like to thank our 2004-2005 
Business Conservation Partners for working with us to 

conserve land in Whatcom County for future generations. 

American Alpine Institute Pacific Rim Tonewoods 

The Barkley Company Pacific Surveying 

Bellingham Cold Storage 

BP Cherry Point Refinery 

Brenthaven 

Brett & Daugert, PLLC 

The Cascade Joinery 

Cloud Mountain Farm 

Conoco-Phillips Company 

Copies Now 

Crown Pacific 

DIS Corporation 

FootwoRx 

Johnson Outdoors 

Lithtex Northwest 

Mark Anderson Land & Escrow 

Morse Distribution Company 

Mountain Veterinary Hospital 

Northwest Propane Sales, Inc. 

& Engineering, Inc. 

Puget Sound Energy 

Raas, Johnson & Stuen, P.S. 

Raincountry Refrigeration, Inc. 

Roderick C. Burton 
Art & Design 

Ross McClure Cornwell 
Architects 

Skagit State Bank 

Southstone Home Inspection 

Stewart & King Partnership 

Trillium Corporation 

True Log Homes 

Village Books 

Whidbey Telephone Company 

Wilson Engineering 

Wood Stone Corporation 

Zender & Thurston 

To be part of the Business Conservation Partner program, 
contact us at 650-9470. 

their children and their families living in 
Bellingham and eastern Washington. 

Del was born and raised in rural 
north central Indiana where he grew up 
enjoying hunting and fishing. He carried 
his love and appreciation of nature and 
the outdoors with him throughout his life. 
Through his career as a civil engineer he 
also developed an appreciation for the 
practicalities of life, thus providing ac
cess to the nature and outdoors that he 
so enjoyed was very important to him. 

As a memorial to his life, Rosemary, 
with their close friends Roy and Dolores 
Woodruff of Bradenton Beach, Florida, 
donated $10,000, along with other sup
port from family and friends, to fund 
construction of one of the much-needed 
bridges on the Canyon Lake Creek Old 
Growth property. This gift appropriately 
combines Del's love of nature and wildlife 
habitat with his more practical interest in 
helping to assure that future generations 
will have access to, and will continue to 
appreciate, the natural areas ofWhatcom 
County. Whatcom Land Trust graciously 
thanks Rosemary and children David, 
Susan and Tim for this fitting memorial 
to Del Hostetler's life. 

photo: Mark Turner 

Summer/Fall 2005 - page 10 printed with vegetable-based inks on 100% recycled paper 



Thank You, Volunteers! 
Much of the work Whatcom Land Trust accomplishes is due to the time, energy and commitment of our 

volunteers. So, THANK YOU! Whatcom County is a more beautiful, natural place because of your efforts. 
The following people volunteered for Whatcom Land Trust in our fiscal year of July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005! 

Mark Anderson 

Hilda Bajema 
Carl Batchelor 

Rich Bowers 
Harte Bressler 

Rod Burton 

Bob Carmichael 
Mary Dumas 

Rand Jack 
Bob Keller 

Cindy Klein 
Chris Moench 

Bruce Smith 
Erika Stroebel 

Wendy Walker 
Jessie Alan 

Katy Batchelor 
Michelle Beasley 

Dawn Bekenyi 
John Bower 

Danna Bowers 

Steph Bowers 
Marilyn Boysen 

Mike Brady 

Susan Brady 
Laura Leigh Brakke 

Kai Bretherton 

Joel Breems 
Ben Brooke 
Dean Brown 

Paddy Bruce 

Gini Bunnell 
Dave Campbell 

Julie Carpenter 
Tom Chambers 

Pat Clark 
Lee Cole 

Lisa Cornwell 

Cheryl Costomiris 

Nickie Dane 
Scott Davis 
Suzie Davis 

Jenny Dennis 
Patrick Donovan 

Lila Emmer 

Ann Eisinger 
Todd Elsworth 

Zac Eskenazi 
Sally Hansberry 
Margot Harry 

Lyle Haugsven 

Ann Haslam 
Lee Hawley 

Kay Henry 
Sara Hill 

Sharmon Hill 

Bill Hogan 

Gary Holloway 

Andrea Hood 
Steve Hood 

Debbie Hubbe 

Doug Huddle 

Catherine Huhndorf 

Al Hunter 

Sandy Hunter 
Steve Irving 

Liz lsaly 

Frank James 
Jim Johannessen 

Mark Johnson 
Don Johnston 

Pat Karlberg 
Heather Katahdin 

Sarah Knudsen 

Ellen Kramer 

Pete Kremen 
Bob Langan 

Jamie Law 
Cecil Little 

Jean Little 
Alice Litton 

Kathleen Martin 

Becky Masters 
Karen McMains 
Timothy McNitt 

Hugh Mitchard 
Daniel Morgan 

Karen Mueller 

Karl Mueller 

Stacy Neal 
Danne Neill 
Mark Nelson 

Jayma Nichol 

Dane Nickie 
Brenda Nores 

Joe O'Keefe 

Kraig Clason 
Jessica Paige 

Joe Peabody 
Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt 

Jenny Phalen 

Briana Ponzer 

Tom Pratum 
Carl Prince 

REI Employees 
Pat Reeves 

Ben Rettke 
Allison Roberts 

Carol Roberts 
Chauvon Roberts 

Duncan Robb 

Sandy Robb 

Andy Ross 
Ann Russell 

Judy Russi 
Gloria Ruyle 

Marty Sandoval 

Mallory Sandoval 
Dave Sanford 

Tara Sanford 

Matt Sayler 

Mike Savatgy 
Pat Savatgy 

Sasha Savoian 

Sonya Schaller 
Lori Schlegel 

Kirsten Shelton 

Larry Simkins 
Dawn Sodt 

Mardi Solomon 

Doug Stark 
Liz Stayton 

Dan Taylor 
Joanne Taylorson 

John Thompson 
Chuck Timblin 
Kellee Timpson 

Lan Totten 

Wilma Totten 
Barbara Turner 

Ben Van Buskirk 

Sarah Vergin 
Laurel Vogel 

Mark Vondrachek 

Sarah Walker 
Charlie Way 

Roger Weiss 
Reed Welch 
Pat Wenke 

Lee Whitford 

Ryan Wieggand 

• We extend our 
heartfelt thanks to 
these volunteers! 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

Waycross 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Stock, bond and mutual fund 
portfolios to fit your needs. 

Michael Ryan, President 

1326 Commercial St., Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.waycross.com 360-671-8376 
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I I 
L __________ _J 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of Whatcom Land Trust: 

Total Acres ............................................................ 6,270 
Miles of Riverfront .................................................. 13.7 

Public Parks Created ..................................................... 8 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($30 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with ___________________________ _ 
Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City /Zip_____________________________________ Phone ________________________ _ 

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # ____________________________ Expires: _________ _ 

Your Signature -------------------------- -----------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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Conservation Protects Watershed 
Gordon Scott 

White Deer 
Years ago when the Lake Louise 

Road was just a gravel track through the 
woods, hearty folks from the small city of 
Bellingham built a rustic summer retreat 
on land near Austin Creek. The summer 
retreat was called "White Deer" after the 
albino deer that lived in the area. As the 
years passed families spent quiet sum
mers exploring the woods and creeks of 
White Deer. In the 1960s Rod O'Connor, 
a woodshop teacher from Bellingham, 
and his family became owners along 
with his three sons, Tim, Dan and Mike, 
the O'Connors became the stewards of the 
property for the next 40 years. 

Over the decades the O'Connor 
family took good care of White Deer, 
upgrading the water system, maintain -
ing the small cabin and outdoor kitchen, 
caring for the streams and forest. Their 
commitment to preserving the natural 
environment of White Deer was strong, 
and in 1997 the three brothers, who 
inherited the property from their par
ents, donated a conservation easement 
to Whatcom Land Trust. As time went 
on the three brothers ended up living 
in different parts of the country and vis
ited White Deer less frequently. Late last 
year the brothers decided to donate the 
entire property to Whatcom Land Trust 
and passed on to us the stewardship of 
White Deer. 

A beautiful, mature forest of tow-

photo: Gordon Scott 

Portion of Whiskey Creek on the "White Deer" Lake Whatcom watershed prop
erty which has been donated to Whatcom Land Trust by the O'Connor family. 

ering Western red cedar and Douglas- fir 
covers the White Deer property. A few 
small meadows and orchard openings, 
relicts from the early days of summer 
retreats, are quickly becoming part of 
the forest again. A small, old cabin and 
outbuildings will be removed from the 
property and recycled. Three creeks, 
including Austin Creek, traverse the site, 
pouring over waterfalls and through 
rocky gorges. The White Deer property 
is especially sensitive to disturbance. 
Surrounded by the Sudden Valley devel
opment on all sides, the conservation of 

White Deer by the O'Connor brothers will 
help blunt the tide of new development in 
the Lake Whatcom Watershed. 

When I visited the property with 
Dan O'Connor in December, I was re
minded once again of the importance 
special places have for all of us. Dan told 
me stories of the adventures he and his 
brothers had spending summers at White 
Deer, exploring creeks, building trails, 
and just being young in the woods. With 
the gift of White Deer to Whatcom Land 
Trust, the legacy of the O'Connor family 
will live on. White ... continued on page Jou, 
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Bill Carroll will be 
missed from WLT Board 

The Board of Directors wishes to express 
its appreciation to Bill Carroll for his 
nearly ten years of consistent, insightful 
service to Whatcom Land Trust. One of our 
strengths as an environmental organiza -
tion over the years has been having a 
large number of private businessmen and 
women on our board who provide connec
tions with the community and economic 
insights to further our programs. Bill has 
done that, much of it "behind the scenes." 
Bill contributed expertise with computers, 
assisted with fund-raising, was vice-presi
dent in 2000-2001, and for years served as 
our personnel supervisor. Shortly before 
resigning from the board, he and his wife 
Jeanne generously established a Whatcom 
Land Trust endowment with the Whatcom 
Community Foundation. 

"We, of course, respect both of them for 
devoting more time to their main mission, 
the Power of Hope," says WLT President 
Cindy Klein, "but we will certainly miss 
Bill on our board." 

Greg Aanes donates ad 
space to promote WLT 

In December 2004 Greg Aanes, owner 
of Greg Aanes Furniture, donated nearly a 
full page ofBellingham Herald advertising 
to the Trust, with design work contributed 
by Rod Burton. Greg Aanes Furniture 
specializes in hand-made tables and chairs, 
including what a WLT board member has 
described as "the most comfortable rocking 
chair in the world." Thank you, Greg, for 
the gift. 

Book of nature essays 
published by former 
WLT consultatant 

Former WLT consultant Joe Arnett has 
published a book of nature essays, Walking 
in the Beauty of the World (2004), now 
available from the Washington Native Plant 
Society and through Village Books. 

Volume 14 No. 2 - Winter, 2005 

The Steward published quarterly by 

Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. Box 6131 
Bellingham, Washington, 98227-6131 

(360) 650-9470 

info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

Saturday November 6, 2004: it was 
,raining-a northwest downpour. I was 
waiting in the car in the REI parking lot. 
How will I motivate people to pull out 
scotch broom in the pouring rain ifI can 
not motivate myself? Volunteers have this 
way oflifting your spirits though. 

For example, two weeks earlier, 
Saturday October 23rd , it was Make a 
Difference Day. Make a Difference Day 
is organized by the Whatcom Volunteer 
Center' and this year there were over 
1,000 volunteers working on over 30 
projects. Whatcom Land Trust recruited 
some wonderful people to help remove 
blackberries from the J. Arley Harrison 
Memorial Wildlife Refuge. It rained that 
day as well. Wrestling blackberries in 
the rain takes a special kind of patience, 
doing it while laughing, joking and tell
ing stories requires amazing character. 
Having the ability to have fun, get wet 
and scratched, and restore habitat is a 
great combination. A combination you 
would think may come by just once in 
while. Wrong. 

Back to November 61
\ out of the 

doors of REI, laughing, smiling and 
looking wide-awake, emerge 10 new 
employees ready to work. We drive to 
the Overby Farmstead and meet Russ 
Ffeiffer-Hoyt, who gives us some back
ground on the Farmstead. It was pouring. 
I hand out picks and shovels and start us 
on a half-mile walk to the work site in a 
downpour. We begin yanking out large 
scotch broom shrubs amid mud, rain and 

photo: Sandy Hunter. 

Volunteers work at the Overby Farm
stead - Gini Bunnell with hay fork, 
Al Hunter and Gary Holloway in the 
background 

once again laughter and stories. After 3 
1/ 2 hours of hard work the volunteers did 
not want to stop. I went to wipe rain out 
of my eyes and smeared mud on my face. 
I looked at myself and everyone else, we 
looked beautifully horrible-wet, dirty, 
and smiling. Volunteers have this way 
about them. 

An enormous thank you to all those 
who participated in these projects: Al and 
Sandy Hunter, Gini Bunnell, Gary Hallo
way, Mike and Susan Brady, Sarah Vergin, 
Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt, Ray Elliot and all the 
REI November New Hires! And everyone 
at the Whatcom Volunteer Center! 

We have more projects coming 
up and lots of work to be done on our 
properties! If you are interested in volun
teering please contact Ann or Connie at 
the office: (360) 650-9470, or arussell@ 
whatcomlandtrust. org. 

Newsletter Team ... ........ ....... ...... .... ... .... ........ ..... Rod Burton, Connie Clement, 
Mary Dumas, Daniel Morgan 

Production Help/Proofreading .... .. .. .. ...... ........ .. ....... Mary Dumas, Pat Kar/berg 

Design and Layout .. ........ .... .... . donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing ... ................ .. .. .. .. .. .......... .. ............ ...... ........ ......... ... Lithtex Northwest 
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Bob Langan, Daniel Morgan, Ann Russell, Gordon Scott, Sarah Vergin 
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Tree of the Year 
Celebrates Douglas-fir 

story: Bob Langan illustration: Sarah Vergin 

Have you seen a Douglas- fir today? 
From my tree fort where I type, I can see 
my neighbor's tree, one tall enough 
that I have to lean forward and 
twist my head upward to take in 

Throughout the year, this program seeks 
to increase awareness and appreciation 

for the Douglas- fir in particular, and 
trees and forest habitat in general. 

We env1s10n gallery 
~ events, photo contests, 
· · ' stories told and gathered 

its full height and roughly 80 years. 
The hill above me is covered with 
Pseudotsuga menziesii and the 
contours beyond the bricks 
ofBellingham are softened by , 

rrna ... - in chapbooks, Arbor Day 

the crowns of evergreens- .c· 

most likely Douglas-fir. 
While these mag

nificent trees can be 
seen throughout 
Whatcom County, 
do we really no -
tice them? The 
word 'notice' 
comes from the 
Latin notitia, 
which means "a 
being known." 
Do we really 
know these 
beings? 

Certainly yes, we know the Doug
las- fir to some degree. And we can always 
know more. 

The Whatcom Land Trust wants to 
honor what we know about Douglas- fir 
and create new ways to know them even 
better by initiating the "Tree of the Year," 
a multifaceted celebration of the trees of 
Whatcom County. 

Tree of the Year program will select 
a different native tree species each year, 
starting with the Douglas-fir in 2005. 
From the sacred to the utility, we'll cel
ebrate these trees in all their glory-their 
grandeur, natural history, human uses, 
art, stories, their needs and their future. 

festivities, work parties, school 
programs, tours, lectures, slide 
shows, music and more. We 

want to know about your 
favorite Douglas-fir, 
what makes it grand 
and magnificent, the 

· grandame of your neighbor
hood. We want to know the 
stories in your heart, the ones 
that make your tree stately and 
majestic. We want to know how 
Douglas-fir inspires you. 

Several local art -
ists were 
inspired 
to donate 

their Douglas-fir art to our auction. In 
fact, the Great Outdoors Auction has 
adopted the Douglas-fir as its theme for 
the upcoming June 4, 2005, event. 

As a framework to encourage Tree 
of the Year festivities, we have formed 
a number of committees that include 
Education, Art, Crowning, Arbor Day, 
Work Party, Donations, Publications and 
Marketing. If any of these resonate with 
you, if you have some ideas not discussed 
here, or if you want to help shape the Tree 
of the Year project, please contact the 
Whatcom Land Trust office at 650-9470 
for more information. 

We can notice the Douglas-fir in a 
new way. 

UPCOMING TOURS 

ARCO Heron Reserve 
Saturday, February 26 
10am -12:30pm 
Leader: Ann Eissinger, 
Wildlife Biologist 

Limit: None 

Come join us for a slide presentation and 
talk on great blue herons followed by a visit 
to the heronry. Call the office to register. 
Dress for walking through brush, and wear 
boots that cover the ankle. 

Canyon Lake Creek Snowshoe 
Saturday, March 12 
9am -4:30pm 
Leaders: Ann Russell, WLT Conserva
tion Specialist, and Roger Weiss, Out
doorsman and Nature Photographer 

Limit 12 

Come and explore one of Whatcom 
Land Trust's most ambitious habitat 
acquisitions, Canyon Lake Creek Commu -
nity Forest. Located in the foothills of Mt. 
Baker, this 2,300-acre watershed includes 
600 acres of 800- to 1000-year-old trees. 
One of the oldest native forests remain -
ing in the Northwest, the site is a living 
classroom of unique plants, animals, and 
spectacular tropical fossils. 

Be prepared for a rewarding and vigor
ous excursion. Bring snowshoes, water, 
lunch, and appropriate weather gear. We 
meet at 3373 Mt. Baker Hwy (mile marker 
9), the Whatcom County Parks & Rec. 
Headquarters, at 9 AM. We will return 
around 4:30. Call to register. 

Stimpson Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, March 5, April 2, May 7 
10am - 12:00pm 
Leaders: Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve Nature Guides 

Limit: None 

An all-ages guided walk through the 
diverse habitats of this 350-acre nature 
reserve. Listen for birds, watch for native 
plants, and learn about the cultural his
tory that has shaped this area of the Lake 
Whatcom watershed. Meet at the trailhead 
on Lake Louise Road, dress for the weath
er and prepare for a 2-hour hike. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
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Protecting Lake Whatcom ... continuedfrompageone 

Deer will eventually be incorporated into the Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve - Olsen Estate watershed complex of protected 
properties open for passive recreation. Thank you Tim, Dan 
and Mike O'Connor. 

Anderson Purchase 
A couple of miles to the northwest of White Deer a small frog 
hops off the trail as Ann Russell, our Conservation Specialist, 
and I inspect the 34-acre Anderson Lake Whatcom Property. 
In December Whatcom Land Trust helped the City and the 
County purchase the Anderson tract for watershed protection 
and passive recreation. Whatcom Land Trust holds a conser
vation easement over the property that protects the outstand
ing forest, streams and five-acre pond on the parcel. 

The presence of a frog is a good sign because frogs world
wide have been suffering declines in population, possibly from 
air pollution. The frogs are just one good sign from the Ander
son Property. Wood ducks, herons, and kingfishers are busy on a 
small pond that is fed by water from the Stimpson Family Nature 
Reserve located southeast of Anderson. This summer Whatcom 
Land Trust plans to build a connecting trail from the Stimpson 
Nature Reserve around the Anderson pond, offering visitors even 
more hiking options. But the best thing about the Anderson prop
erty is the conservation of native watershed forests and streams 
this project brings to the Lake Whatcom area. 

With the acquisition of the Anderson property, Whatcom 
Land Trust continues its productive collaboration with What
com County and the City of Bellingham. 

-~ .. ~ .. -~~ 

photo: Rand Jack 

This five-acre pond on the Anderson Property will become accessible via a trail from the Stimpson Family Nature Reserve. 

LANO ANO ESCROW COMPANIES 

Mt. Baker's Leader in Real Estate Sales 
and Escrow Services Since 1967 

Mark Anderson, G.R.I. 

(360) 592-5181 
Mt. Baker Highway at Nugent's Corner 

Waycross 
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 

Stock, bond and mutual fund 
portfolios to fit your needs. 

Michael Ryan, President 

1326 Commercial St., Bellingham, WA 98225 
www.waycross.com 360-671-8376 
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Community Shopping Day at 
Food Co-op supports WLT 

The Community Food Co-op will support Whatcom Land 
Trust in April through its Community Shopping Day. On Sat
urday, April l61

h the Community Food Co -op will donate 2% 
of its sales to the Whatcom Land Trust. 

WLT Business Partners 
The Whatcom Land Trust would like to thank our 

2004-2005 Business Conservation Partners for working 
with us to conserve land in Whatcom County for future 
generations. 

American Alpine Institute 
The Barkley Company 
Bellingham Cold Storage 
BP Cherry Point Refinery 
Brenthaven 
Brett & Daugert, PLLC 

The Cascade Jotery 
Cloud Mountain Farm 
Conoco-Phillips Company 
Copies Now 
DIS Corporation 
FootwoRx 
Johnson Outdoors 
Lithtex Northwest 
Mark Anderson 

Land & Escrow 
Morse Distribution Company 
Mountain 

Veterinary Hospital 
Northwest Propane Sales, Inc. 
Pacific Rim Tonewoods 

Pacific Surveying 
& Engineering, Inc. 

Puget Sound Energy 
Raas, Johnson & Stuen, P.S. 
Raincountry 

Refrigeration, Inc. 
Roderick C. Burton 

- Art & Design 
Ross McClure Cornwell 

Architects 
Skagit State Bank 
Southstone Home Inspection 
Stewart & King Partnership 
Trillium Corporation 
True Log Homes 
Village Books 
Whidbey 

Telephone Company 
Wilson Engineering 
Wood Stone Corporation 
Zender & Thurston 

To become a part of the Business Conservation 
Partner program, contact us at 650-9470. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

REI Ciives Cirant for Bridges 
at Canyon Lake Creek 
Community Forest 

The Whatcom Land Trust received a $4,000 grant from 
REI to assist in construction of two bridges at Canyon Lake 
Creek Community Forest. Plans are underway to construct a 
2-mile trail around the 40- acre Canyon Lake. The proposed 
trail will require the construction of two bridges. The grant 
from REI will be instrumental in maintaining public access and 
enjoyment in Canyon Lake Creek Community Forest. THANK 
YOU REI! 

Interested in visiting Canyon Lake Creek Community For
est? Please join us for a snowshoe tour of the park (see the tour 
schedule on page three). 

Thank You Donors! 
Thank you to everyone who made a donation during our 

fall campaign. Your generosity is deeply appreciated. In the last 
two years our membership has increased by 40%. We are now 
supported by over 700 individuals, families and businesses. 
With your support, we look forward to another year of conserv
ing land and promoting stewardship in Whatcom County! 

Every Ciift Counts 
Whatcom Land Trust runs on a fiscal year that begins July 

1 and ends June 31. Our Annual Reports reflect the gifts made 
within the last fiscal year. Purchase of tickets to the Great Out
doors Auction and purchases of auction items at or below market 
value are not, by law, a tax-deductible donation; however, if an 
auction attendee pays more than the market value for an item, 
the amount paid over market value is deductible and is included 
in our annual report. All donations made to the Save-an-Acre 
portion of our auction are deductible and are included in the 
annual report. 

We work very hard to assure that all donations are properly 
recognized. If you feel an error has been made, please feel free 
to contact the Land Trust at (360) 650-9470. 

&'MK 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

• Each Offi ce Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter. A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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First FarIDland Protected by PDR Progratn 
Late last year Whatcom Land Trust partnered with Whatcom County and the US Department of Agriculture in the first ever 

purchase of development rights in our community. Forty acres of prime agricultural soils are now permanently protected on the 
Howard Holz farm off the Hemmi Road. The Holz family has been farming their land for three generations, and the purchase 
of development rights will help future generations of Holz farmers stay competitive in the world agricultural marketplace. As 
John Gillies describes below, conversion of productive farmland into houses, malls and factories continues to be the primary 
threat to our food security and the well being of our community. Whatcom County's newly adopted Purchase of Agricultural 
Development Rights Program is one of the important steps we can make in working to preserve our rural lifestyle. 

Importance of Farmlands 
John Gillies, Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA 

Nationally about three acres of 
farmland are converted to non -agricul
tural use every single minute of the day. In 
a year this adds up to 2,464 square miles, 
equivalent to a block of land almost 50 
miles to each side. The population of our 
country is growing at about 1 percent per 
year, but over the past 20 years the acre
age per person for new housing almost 
doubled. In other words, land is being 
developed at twice the rate of population 
growth. Most of the land that is being de
veloped is outside of existing cities, which 
is where our best farmland is typically lo
cated. Much of this land is high quality, 
prime farmland capable of growing crops 
that don't grow well elsewhere. The simple 
fact is that in Whatcom County the loss of 
farmland to development is accelerating, 
our highest quality farmland is the most 
threatened and our open spaces are in the 
path of that development. 

Washington State and Whatcom 
County trends do not differ from the na -
tional data. In 12 of the 39 Washington 
counties urban growth increased by 40% 
or more between 1982 and 1997. Much of 
the large gains in urban land came at the 
expense of cropland. In Whatcom County 
over the past five decades we've lost on 
average 1,000 acres per year-almost 3 
acres per day. 

Agriculture in Whatcom County 
continues to be a large and viable indus-

photo: Ann Russell 

The Howard Holz field and farmstead-third-generation agricultural land. 

try. The value of farm products exceeds 
$280,000,000 in Whatcom County, rank
ing us the highest value farm county in 
western Washington and 6th highest in the 
state. The county's production ranks in the 
top 3% of all farm counties in the US. 

As the American Farmland Trust 
points out it is more than the financial im
pact when we lose farmland, we also lose: 

• Wildlife-Farm and ranch land 
provides more than 70 percent of the 
habitat for America's wildlife; 

• Scenic views and wide-open country
side-Well- managed farm and ranch 
land protects soil and water. Farmland 

loss has visible environmental impacts; 

• Access to fresh local foods 

• Millions of jobs both on the land and 
in secondary services; and 

•Down-to-earth values and farming 
character of our rural communi
ties-America was born a farming 
nation and farms help to define our 
cultural heritage. 

Whether or not Whatcom remains 
a viable agricultural county will depend 
upon the availability of good land, water 
resources and public support like the Pur
chase of Development Rights Program. 

The "Agricultural Purchase of Development Rights Program" (or "PDR 
Program") was established by the Whatcom County Council to enhance the 
protection of the County's farmland, enhance the long-term viability of the 
agricultural enterprises within the County and provide public benefit by re
taining properties in permanent resource use. Whatcom Land Trust had been 
contracted to hold and manage the conservation easements on the properties 
acquired through this program. 
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Opportunities to Help WLT 
Auction Committee- The annual auction is WLT's single 

largest fundraising event. Starting now through the June 4th 
event, the Committee plans the event and procures items. 

Development Committee - The Development Committee 
is responsible for maintaining adequate income for the Trust's 
ongoing operations, and for assisting and supporting the Devel
opment Director in achieving this income. It also seeks funds for 
special projects. The Committee will advise the board, review 
proposals, examine fundraising procedures, and recommend 
new sources of revenue. 

Event Support- We always need people to help the day of 
an event. We currently need volunteers for our 5th Annual Great 
Outdoors Auction on June 4th. 

Office Assistance - Come help us prepare the newsletter 
for mailing, or sign up to work in the office on a regular basis. 

Work Parties - Spend a day working on a WLT property 
pulling invasive plants, cleaning debris, planting or some other 
similar activity. Guidance and tools provided by WLT staff. 

• The next work party is March 191
h from JO a.m. to 2 p.m. at 

the Ennis Creek Property. 

• Our Earth Day pr~ject will be on April 23'd from JO a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the Roos property. 

Outreach Committee - Outreach Committee members 
create events and projects to build community awareness and 
are leaders for projects of their choosing .. 

Tour Organizer - This position entails working with the 
staff and the Outreach Committee to establish tours for various 
properties owned by Whatcoiv Land Trust. 

Tour/Nature Guide - Tour guides have special familiar
ity with a place or subject (i.e. birds, geology, nature writing). 
Tours can take place on any of WLT's properties that are open 
to the public. Nature Guides lead people through the Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve on Saturday mornings. 

Outreach Displays - By talking to the public about the 

Socially Responsible Investing 

JONATHAN BLOCK 
Financial Consultant 

2219 Rimi and Drive, Bellingham WA 98226 
(360)647-0267 

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc . - Member SIPC 

Please call the office if you are interested in participat
ing in any of the following (650-9470). 

role ofWLT in the community, display operators are critical for 
growth of our organization. Display operator set up the booth, 
answer questions, talk with community members, and encour
age involvement with Whatcom Land Trust. 

Office Custodian - This isn't glamorous, but it sure would 
be helpful to have someone come in once a week to vacuum, 
take out the trash and haul supplies back and forth from the 
storage area. 

Land Monitors' Workshop 
Part of the backbone of the Conservation Easement 

program at Whatcom Land Trust is a core group of highly 
dedicated Land Monitors. These folks dedicate their time 
every year to looking after our conservation easements, en -
suring that valuable habitat and open space is protected. On 
November 13th several of these volunteers gathered together 
for the annual Land Monitors' Workshop. The workshop was 
an opportunity to review important aspects of this volunteer 
position and a great chance to catch up. Thank you to all those 
who attended and to all Land Monitors- your dedication to 
conservation is inspiring! 

If you are interested in being a Land Monitor, please 
contact Ann at the office ( 360) 650 -9470, ore-mail arussell@ 
whatcomlandtrust. org 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 

676-5288 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Cindy Klein, Everson 

Vice-President 
Rod Burton, Bellingham 

Secretary 
Carl Batchelor, S. Whatcom Co. 

Treasurer 
Harte Bressler, Bellingham 

Registered Agent 
Brett & Daugert 

Board Members 
Mark Anderson, Deming 

Hilda Bajema, Bellingham 

Rich Bowers, Bellingham 

Mary Dumas, Everson 

Rand Jack, Van Zandt 

Bob Keller, Bellingham 

Chris Moench, Bellingham 

Bruce Smith, Bellingham 

Erika Stroebel, Bellingham 

Wendy Walker, Blaine 

Advisory Board 

Henry Bierlink, Lynden 

Joan Casey, Bellingham 

Sharon Digby, Van Zandt 

Mike Finger, Bellingham 

Rosemary Flora, Everson 

Clare Fogelsong, Bellingham 

John Gillies, Lynden 

Elaine Gold, Bellingham 

Phyllis Graham, Blaine 

Cornie Noteboom, Lynden 

Kerry Thalhofer, Acme 

Roger Van Dyken, Lynden 

Shirley Van Zan ten, Lynden 

Staff 

Conservation Director 
Gordon Scott 

Development Director 
Daniel Morgan 

Office Manager 
Connie Clement 

Conservation Specialist 
Ann Russell 

Bookkeeper 
Dawn Sodt 

98 Central Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Phone: 360-650-9470 
Fax: 360-650-0495 

E-mail: 
info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

website: 
www.whatcomlandtrust.org 

r TOP OF MAILING LABEL I 

I I 
I I 
L _________ _J 

Great Outdoors Auction - June 4th 

Save the day-June 4rh_Jor the fifth annual Whatcom Land Trust Great Outdoors Auction. 
The Great Outdoors Auction has traveled throughout Whatcom County to celebrate the 

variety oflands protected by the Whatcom Land Trust, from the forested and streamside sites 
along the Nooksack River to our precious salt water shorelines and urban gems. 

This year's auction will be held at the Bellingham Cruise Terminal and will be an event 
to remember. Tours of Whatcom Land Trust properties and auction offerings will honor the 
Douglas-fir, this year's species for "Tree of the Year." 

Last year's auction sold out early so watch the mail for information on ticket purchase and 
reservations. Join us for an evening of food, fun, and rousing support for further preservation 
oflands within this fine County. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 
0 Become a member ($30 min.) 0 Make a donation $ _______ _ 

0 Find out more O Help with ___________________________ _ 

Name ____________________________________________________________________ _ 

Address __________________________________________________________________ _ 

City /Zip_____________________________________ Phone - - -----------------------

e-mail ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

Ocheckenclosed Billmy:OVISA OMC # ____________________________ Expires: _________ _ 

Your Signature -------------------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA• 98227 
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