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Encouraging Resiliency on the South Fork 
Eric Carabba, Director of Lands 

W hatcom Land Trust is committed to preserving, protecting, 
and restoring the special places where land meets water -

wetlands, riparian areas on creeks and rivers, and coastal shore-
lines. These areas support a diversity of human endeavors and 
interests, provide natural beauty that draw people, and crucial 
habitat for fish and wildlife . 

These lands are impacted by man-made and environmental stressors. 
Over the years, the problems these areas face are often compounded 
one upon another and are not easily alleviated. Many who care deeply 
for riverine areas grow discouraged and wonder how much longer 
the integrity and resiliency of the land will hold under the weight 
of modern day pressures. .. .continued on page 3 

Looking east at Riverstead toward the south fork of the Nooksack River. 

Making a Difference at Maple Creek Reach 
Nick Saling, 
Director of Stewardship 

For a year now, Maple Creek 
Reach Preserve has been in the 

Whatcom Land Trust spotlight. This 
111-acre stretch ofland just off of the 
Mt. Baker Highway in Maple Falls 
is a conservation treasure. It does 
however, need a bit of restoration 
work to return it to the conserva
tion rock star status it is capable and 
deserving of. 
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Whatcom Land Trust is facilitating 
two phases of work at MCRP: the 
'dirt work' and the riparian buffer 

Volunteers are the backbone of WLT's restoration work and ongoing stewardship of preserves and conservation 
easements. Volunteers were all smiles at the 2014 Earth Day work party at Maple Creek Reach Preserve. 

establishment work. The restoration work will realign all the 
natural elements the preserve needs for long term conservation 
success. Fortunately, the preserve already hosts a diverse fish 
and wildlife community. 

Maple Creek is one of the few creeks that support all five species 
of Pacific salmon, as well as winter Steelhead, Cutthroat trout 

and Bull trout also known as Dolly Varden. Because of the 
diversity of the fish species found in the creek and because of 
its high water quality, Maple Creek has been used by the State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, since 1944, as an Index Stream. 
The creek is used to measure the quality of salmon spawning in 
other portions of the North Fork. Maple Creek Reach Preserve 
is home to beavers who make themselves busy ... continued on pages 
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W hatcom Land Trust is turning 
30 this fall. Thirty year-olds in 

Whatcom County today may not realize 
that the beauty of this place is not the 
result of mere luck or accident. They've 
been enjoying the Chuckanut Trail 
System, Teddy Bear Cove and Squires 
Lake since they were little kids. While 
still in high school, they discovered the 
Stimpson Family Nature Reserve, visited 
the Deming Homestead Eagle Park and 
maybe hiked through the Canyon Lake 
Community Forest. They've been eating 
and even occasionally catching salmon 
without thinking about where those 
fish spawn and why the streams are still 
clean and wild. Some of Whatcom's 
30-year-olds have already taken their 
own kids to explore Racehorse Creek, 
Point Whitehorn, or Lily Point Marine 
Reserve. Whatcom Land Trust's long
term mission to protect the county's 
natural assets "for future generations" is 
already being fulfilled: the first of those 
future generations is arriving now. 

Today, WLT has more than 20,000 
protected acres on its roster-lands 
we own, lands we protect through 
conservation easements and parklands 
we helped public agencies acquire. As 
our responsibilities have grown, so too 
have our needs: more filing cabinets, 

Volume 22, No. 2 - Summer, 2014 
The Steward published by 
Whatcom Land Trust 
P.O. Box 6131 
Bellingham, Washington, 98227-6131 
(360) 650-9470 
info@whatcomlandtrust.org 

S11mmer 2014 - page 2 

Thoughts on Turning Thirty 
frotn the Executive Director 
more phone lines, more shovels and weed 
whackers and more staff to take care of the 
10,000 acres that are in WLT's daily care. 

Recently, an opportunity arose that we 
couldn't pass up. A nearby law firm 
closed its doors and pounded a for-sale 
sign in the front yard. Tom Resick and 
Brian Hansen were supportive sellers 
and were willing to off er us a good deal 
and we were given unbeatable terms by 
our lender. To make a long story short: 
WLT, li.ke many 30-year-olds, has bought 
a home-a place where we can grow, a 
place where we can host the community, 
a place where we plan to be 30 years from 
now. The tipping factor in our decision 
to buy was the loan offered by Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union. Our monthly 
expenses will increase minimally as a 
result of the favorable terms offered by 
both WECU and the sellers. Then, when 
we thought it couldn't get any nicer, 
our real estate broker and consultant 

Richard Eggemeyer donated part of his 
commission to the Trust. 

In the coming weeks and months, we 
will keep you updated on both our 
progress and our needs as we prepare 
our new home. The building is in great 
shape, but as usual, it needs a coat of 
paint, flooring, some new windows, a 
refreshed landscape-the typical things 
new homes require. We will publish 
specific needs on our website and will 
be grateful for any donations or bargains 
you can help us get. 

Best of all, we are looking forward to the 
first of what we hope will be a regular 
series of open house events. We take a 
lot of calls about what we do, and we 
mail out newsletters and reports every 
year, but we'd love to stand around a map 
with you, answer your questions, hear 
your views and enjoy a little community 
fellowship. 

Whatcom Land Trust is moving into its new home at 412 N. Comm ercial in August. We're g rowing up! 

Newsletter Team ......... ...... . .. ... ......... ..... .. ... ..... .... ........ ....................... ..... Danielle Purdy 
Des ign .. .......................... .. .. ... ....... .. .. ... .... .... .. ........ Roderick C. Bu rton - Art & Design 
Layout. ..... ...... ..... ..... ....... ... .. .... ..... ..... ........................................................ .. .. Danielle Purdy 

Printing ........... .. ........... ....... .......................... .. .... .. .. ........ ........ ..... ... .. .... ... Lithtex Northwest 
Contributors .. .. .. .......................... ................. Eric Ca rabba, Alan Fritzberg, Craig Lee, 

Dan ielle Purdy, Nick Sa li ng 

prin ted with vegetable-based inks on recycled paper 



Stories Begin Outdoors 
The Great Outdoors Auction is a time to celebrate our collective 

love of the wild, beautiful, exquisite places that connect us as 
a community and define us as individuals. Everyone has a story 
that makes them unique in the world. What would our stories be 
without the great outdoors? 

The trees we have climbed, rested beneath, and admired for their 
sheer beauty; the rivers, streams and creeks we have fished, floated, 
skipped stones across, hiked alongside, dipped our toes in and 
waded into on hot summer days have made us feel alive, tingling 

from head to toe with the raw realness of it all. The fish and wildlife that we have encountered over the years intrigue, surprise, 
thrill, awe, cheer, humble, feed, amuse, and amaze us. All these experiences find their way into our own personal stories in 
ways that are quite simply priceless. Protecting the great outdoors is not without cost, but oh, is it ever worth it! 

Please join us on the Summer Solstice, it's the longest day of the year, it's the perfect day to support something we all want to 
last forever. It's going to be fun and it's for all the right reasons. We hope to see you there! 

Make your reservation today, call: 360-650-9470 l For more information visit us online: whatcomlandtrust.org 

The trail at Edfro Creek is rather glorious, we think. This beaver makes its home at Wildcat Reach. Wetlands are places to treasure and protect . 

South Fork Continued from page one 

Whatcom Land Trust acknowledges that conservation is at 
times a daunting task, but we also know that each conserva
tion success is a step in the right direction. 

Thirty years of conservation work in Whatcom County is 
informing the development of our stewardship plans for two 
properties located along the Nooksack River's south fork. The 
plans build upon our experience and represent exciting new 
strategies aimed at encouraging resilience in the areas where 
land meets the water. 

Christie Creek 

When the opportunity to conserve 3,400 feet of prime South 
Fork of the Nooksack River shoreline became available, WLT 
worked to secure it. The $221,100, 53-acre, parcel ofland was 

purchased in September 2013, with the help of a Washington 
State Recreation and Conservations Office salmon recovery 
grant that was matched with a $75,000 National Fish and 
Wildlife Spirit of Conservation grant from ConocoPhillips. 

South Fork Christie Creek, as the property is called, sits across 
the river from Skookum Creek Fish Hatchery near Acme. It is 
surrounded by WLT's 138-acre Port Blakely Preserve, and is 
downstream from the 135-acre Edfro Creek Preserve. 

The land is defined by craggy cliffs, a floodplain terrace, 
springs, wetlands and the Christie Creek Falls. Visitors to 
Christie Creek - given the right season, might be treated to 
hooded mergansers bobbing in the river current, kingfishers 
Chattering, and bald eagles Sitting in their ... continued Oil page 6 
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Alan Fritzberg Shares His Love of the Land 
I was born in Everson in 1943. 

I grew up along the Nooksack 
River between Everson and 
Lynden. The river and backwater 
sloughs were my main playground 
and provided the formative ex
periences for my love of the out
doors and nature. When I was 
a teenager, a friend and I built a 
raft and floated it from Everson 
to Ferndale. It was our version of 
a Huckleberry Finn experience. 
My view of the world was shaped 
by stories of my dad, uncle and 
brother driving logging trucks, 
as well as by my own experiences 
picking raspberries and working 

AlanFritzberg, WLTBaardMember, on our family potato farm. One 
outdoorenthusiastandphotographer. summer, my mother encouraged 

me to pick blackberries and sell them to Kale Cannery. We 
used the proceeds to experience a bird's eye view of the Cas
cade Mountains from Bellingham to Seattle aboard a DC 3. 

Walking the trail at Edfro Creek Preserve toward Dye's Canyon with John Bremer 
and Allan Richardson. The trail runs eastward along the S. Fork Nooksack River. 

An eagle's view on a clear fall day just east of Maple Creek Reach Preserve, looking 
east past Slide Mountain to Wildcat Reach Preserve along the south side of the river. 

It is from these beginnings in Whatcom County that I relate to and 
care for the Nooksack River system. From the river itself, to the 
foothills, to the agriculture, including the logging communities of 
Whatcom County, I view it as a uniquely connected community. It 
is rewarding to be on the Whatcom Land Trust board and to help 
advance its work in the conservation of fish and wildlife habitat, the 
restoration and care of the Trust preserves, and in the support of 
farmland preservation in Whatcom County. 

I especially enjoy the time I spend on Whatcom Land Trust preserves. 
Each has its own appeal and opportunity for outdoor discovery. I 
enjoy photography and love capturing the unique beauty, seasonal 
changes and people energized events as they occur at any given time 
on Whatcom Land Trust lands. It's a bonus that my photography 
can be used by the Trust to share the work they are doing and to 
convey the importance ofland protection and conservation. If my 
photography is appreciated by, and is compelling to someone who 
hasn't had the opportunity to visit a Trust preserve, that makes me 
happy. If it compels them to visit a Land Trust preserve to see it and 
to experience it for themselves -that is a bonus on top of a bonus. 

A July view of the South Fork Nooksack River as it runs past Edfra Creek Preserve. Not 
glacier fed, it develops this beautiful clear water much earlier in the year than other spots. 
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Maple Creek Reach Co ntinuedf rom pageone 

falling un-caged trees along the creek. Eagles, hawks, owls and 
smaller birds make use of the forested riparian habitat for hunting, 
nesting, and foraging. The field is visited and used by roaming 
bobcat, cougar, bear, deer, elk, and small mammals. 

The previously subdivided preserve was acquired in three differ
ent land transactions. In 2003, the initial 78 acres were donated 
to Whatcom Land Trust by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation. Seven years later, Whatcom Land Trust purchased 
12 acres to the east of the founding property. In 2012, the final 21 
acres were purchased to complete the preserve. 

The land consists mostly of open fields with wetlands and numer
ous groundwater springs supporting thousands of feet of Maple 
Creek and its tributaries. Maple Creek itself is a major tributary 
to the North Fork of the Nooksack River. Fresh water flows across 
the flat preserve before reaching the river to the south. · 

As part of past agricultural practices on the recently acquired par
cel of the preserve, a tributary stream was diverted into pipes and 
confined to a ditch. The process drained the wetland. At the time, 
the habitat value of the wetland was not recognized. The practice 
of diverting streams and reconfiguring them is not uncommon 
and is often done to accommodate development and/or to create 
fields for planting. Combined with the removal of shading trees, 
water that has been "ditched" heats up and is too hot to support 
a healthy fish population. The good news is that we can fix the 
damage and restore the wetland. 

Over the summer and upcoming fall, WLT will complete the 
first phase and continue work in the second phase of its two part 
restoration plan. The first phase or the 'dirt work' consists of 
removing culverts (pipes) that are barriers to fish passage; taking 
out and replacing an old creosote timber bridge; and adding a 
second bridge to enable people to access all parts of the preserve. 
Phase one supports the movement of fish and people at Maple 
Creek Reach Preserve. 

The second phase of the work entails reestablishing riparian buf
fers along the stream and tributaries to support salmon recovery 
efforts on the Nooksack River. Some of this work has already 
been completed by volunteers at our annual Earth Day work 
party in April. 

Volunteers plant willows and other trees and shrubs at Maple Creek Reach 
Preserve at WLT's annual Earth Day work party. Their smiles tell the rest! 

With the culverts removed, the second phase of work will com
mence on the west portion of the preserve. Restoration includes 
creating a meandering stream channel with complexity and 
riparian buffer plantings. A wetland area will also be restored. 
This will increase the water holding capacity for the tributary 
stream. It will also improve water flow during summer, directly 
improving the stream environment for fish to spawn, rear and 
hold (hang out). 

WLT is working in partnership with the Whatcom Conservation 
District, Washington Conservation Corps, and Nooksack Salmon 
Enhancement Association (NSEA) to do this work. Funding for 
the work has been provided by the Natural Resource Conserva
tion Service (NRCS). 

Once begun, the transformation is swift and dramatic. If you 
love 'before and after' stories and you have not yet visited Maple 
Creek Reach Preserve, you still have time to visit the 'before' ver
sion of the preserve. But do so soon! If you want to witness the 
transformation in person and even take part in it, there will be 

opportunities in the fall to attend a Maple Creek Reach Preserve 
work party. As a member of the work party, you will help plant 
the riparian buffer along the new stream channel! Watch for 
information on our website regarding fall work parties. 

Visit Maple Creek Reach Preserve, 7611 Mt. Baker Highway: 

• Head east on Mt. Baker Highway 542 
• Pass through the town of Maple Falls 
• Just after crossing Maple Creek .... TURN RIGHT onto the preserve 
• Parking is on site 
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South Fork continued from page three 

roosts watching over anglers trying for silver salmon migrating 
up river. 

WLT is encouraging and aiding the natural processes of a 
healthy floodplain. WLT will coordinate volunteers, crews, 
and contractors to remove old and dilapidated cabins, debris, 
and culverts. 

WLT will partner with Lummi Nation on an instream restora
tion project to remove rip rap and install engineered jams to 
create deep pools with complex and sheltered cover for salmon 
and other fish to thrive. 

WLT will manage the forest to, over time, become a rich old 
growth forest by thinning an old timber plantation and inter
planting mature deciduous forests. Finally, crucially, WLT's 
stewardship of Christie Creek-the continuous care of the 
land over time-will safeguard restoration work and build 
resiliency into the land itself by encouraging and supporting 
natural processes. 

Riverstead 

Last summer in 2013 - a property presenting a unique con
servation opportunity came up for sale. Whatcom Land Trust 
acted quickly to purchase and conserve the land that is ideally 
situated next to WLT's 236-acre Catalyst Preserve. The 75-acre 
Riverstead property has 1,500 feet of south fork Nooksack 
River frontage and more than 4,000 feet of tributary stream 
connecting Catalyst's restored streams to the south fork. 

At Riverstead, WLT seeks to advance community and natural 
systems that will be resilient in a future of unprecedented pres
sures from climate change and development. We are building 
upon our existing salmon conservation and restoration efforts 

and moving toward the pursuit of a Farming for Food and 
Wildlife initiative to take on the challenge of better integrat
ing and advancing the often competing interests of farmland 
conservation, salmon recovery, and flood risk reduction. 

The objectives are challenging, but not impossible. As Whatcom 
Land Trust evaluates other local and regional conservation and 
restoration successes and failures, we are planning to launch 
our own integrated programs to address the challenges of 
conserving farmland, restoring salmon habitat and making 
the community more flood resilient. 

Whatcom Land Trust is working to implement a multiple ben
efits program for Riverstead. In doing so, we are looking at the 
Nature Conservancy's nationwide regional effort to advance 
the essential concept of 'Floodplains by Design.' With generous 
support from Whatcom Community Foundation's Sustainable 
Whatcom Fund, we are taking the first steps, in the south fork 
valley, toward connectively addressing the integration of farm
ing, flood risk education and reduction, and wildlife habitat 
protection and salmon recovery. 

What's good for the environment is going to be good for people. 
We believe that. We are looking at the past, learning from it, 
evaluating the present, and vision casting into the future to do 
our best to protect and conserve a resilient home that is good 
for people and good for fish and wildlife. 

VISITING Whatcom Land Trust Preserves: 

Land Trust Preserves are open to the public. We request that 
you explore on foot only. Thank you. Enjoy the summer and 
the many places in our county where land meets water. 

Dedicated Whatcom Land Trust volunteer stewards join Nick Saling for the traditional canoe trip across the river to access Christie Creek. All for a day's work! 
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Whatcom Land Trust Conservation Sponsors 

~wecu 
Whatcom Educational Credit Union 

Pacific Surveying & Engineering 

Que! Fromage 

Whatcom Land Trust Conservation Partners Raincountry Refrigeration, Inc 
Rebecca's Flower Shoppe 

A Lot of Flowers 
A New Leaf Flower Shoppe 
ACME Ice Cream 
Adventure's NW Magazine 
Avenue Bread 
band Zandt 

Harkness Contracting 
Harold Niven, artist 
Henderson Books 
Janet Boyhan, artist 
Jansen Art Center 

Rebecca Reich of The Muljat Group 
REI 
Rema Fit 
Rocket Donuts 
Roderick C. Burton Art and Design 
San Juan Cruises 
Scotty Browns 

Barron Smith and Daugert, PLLC 
Bellewood Acres 

John Blethen ofNew Whatcom Interiors 
Katie's Cupcakes 
Kulshan Cycles 

7c Creative 
Skagit Symphony 

Bellingham KitePaddleSurf 
Bellingham Youth Jazz Band 
Boundary Bay Brewing Co. 
Cedarville Farm 
Community Boating Center 
Community Food Co-op 
Culligan of Bellingham 
Element Solutions 
Fourth Corner Custom Homes 
Fourth Corner Nurseries 
Gardens at Padden Creek 
Goat Mountain Pizza 
Growsource Inc. 
Haggen Northwest Fresh 

LithtexNW 
Lummi Island Wild 
Mallard Ice Cream 
Metcalf Hodges, P.S. 
Mindport Exhibits 
Mount Baker Theatre 
New Whatcom Interiors 
North Cascades Institute 
Northwest Ecological Services 
Old World Deli 
Pacific Survey & Engineering 
Pickford Film Center 
Purple Smile Wines 
Pure Bliss Desserts 

SPARK Museum of Electrical Invention 
The Chrysalis Inn & Spa 
The Copper Hog 
The Garden Spot 
The Jazz Project 
The Table by Bellingham Pasta Co. 
The Willows Inn on Lummi Island 
Thomas Wood, artist 
20th Century Bowl 
Village Books & Paper Dreams 
Whatcom Farmers Co-Op 
Whatcom Museum of History and Art 
Wild Bird Chalet 
Zender Thurston, P.S. 

u,,h e)9,1\"-;\,/l'c i · r I\ Many of these businesses have made recent donations to 

The Great Outdoors Auction: ~ivrt~eJi ~(91~):;Lee CeleGt~,):;LC9~ 
Thank you, to all of our Conservation Sponsors and Partners! We appreciate you! We 
appreciate all of our many loyal individual donors, supporters and volunteers too! 
Together we are all working together to make a difference. When you visit the above 
businesses please consider saying thank you for their support of Whatcom Land Trust. 

Look what Dr. Stephen Nyman is studying on our Samish River Preserve ... Oregon spotted frogs! This 
handsome guy is fighting for its survival. Watch for an upcoming email newsletter about the frogs at 
Samish River Preserve. If you aren't already on our email newsletter list and would like to be, email 
us at info@whatcomlandtrust.org and we will add you to the list to receive Dr. Nyman's article. 
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Steward, Explore, Support WLT 
VOLUNTEER! Stewardship opportunities start back 
up in the fall. Look online to see what dates work best 
for you. Or email info@whatcomlandtrust.org. 

EXPLORE: Summertime is a great time to explore 
our preserves and protected parks. Check out Nick's 
suggestions on Page 5 of this newsletter. 

Low Tide Explorations 
..,. Teddy Bear Cove 

June 14 • noon - 2 pm 

..,. Lily Point Marine Park 
July 12 • 10 am - 2 pm 
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The Great Whatcotn County Reconveyance 

Recreation for all seasons. 

Rand Jack 

Some things in life are well worth waiting for-finding the right partner, 
developing special skills, growing a business, the birth of a child. For 

our community, the Great Whatcom County Reconveyance-the birth of 
an 8,844 acre forest reserve park in the Lake Whatcom watershed at Belling
ham's doorstep-certainly belongs on that list. The process has been long 
and sometimes difficult, but the end result will forever enhance our quality 
oflife and that of future generations. 

The reconveyance saga began in 2005 when then County Executive 
Pete Kremen made a bold and imaginative proposal for a huge land transfer 
from DNR to Whatcom County under the reconveyance statute. The proposal 
met many challenges along the way but now all signs indicate that the pro-

photo: Daniel Probst tracted reconveyance process is drawing to a SUCCessful ... continned on page 4 

Maple Creek Reach, Future Jewel on Hwy 542 
Natalie Whitman 

Most WLT supporters and part
ners who have met our Director 

of Lands, Eric Carabba, likely think 
of him as an earnest, focused man. 
Big dopey grins and skipping just 
aren't a part of Eric's typical profes
sional demeanor. So when he skipped 
through the door late on a Thursday 
in August and teased his co-workers 
through a big dopey grin, it was clear 
that something really, really good 
was going on. 

Eric had just returned from Chinook (King), Sockeye and Pink salmon, spawning in Maple Creek. Just out of the frame is a school of 
Maple Creek where he observed four Coho fry whose parents spawned here last winter, alongside Chum. The water here is less than one foot deep. 

of the five Pacific salmon species all sharing about four cubic feet of When the team headed out to witness this wonder, Kingfishers 
water. Up and down the shallow side channels that braid through a scolded incessantly over the disruption to their hunting among the 
portion of WLT's Maple Creek Reach Preserve, Chinook, Pink and several crystal-clear beaver ponds that contain more of those small 
Sockeye salmon were thrashing their way toward the perfect spawning Coho- wary Coho, though, as these share the ponds with Rainbow 
spot-many of them finding it right at that spot. Un fazed by the pres- and Cutthroat trout who aren't fasting. In the treetops, a pair of bald 
ence of these relatively enormous predators, three-inch Coho calmly eagles rested, digesting their ample brunch of spawned-out fish. 
schooled- somehow aware that spawning fish don't eat. Coyote scat and otter tracks appeared in the path . ... continued on pages 
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Bob Keller Retires Frotn 
Board: A Tribute 

Rand Jack 

When Bob Keller joined the Whatcom 
Land Trust Board in 1994, we had no office 
and no employees; our phone was the home 
phone of the president, and our budget was 
$30,000. With Bob playing a major role, all 
of this would change in the coming years. 

Typical of a recently retired professor, 
Bob began with a question, a question that 
guided his 19 years on the board: "Where 
can I contribute?" Though Bob contributed 
in many ways- passionate commitment to 
our mission, tireless work, dependability 
and sound judgment, a moral compass-he 
identified reaching out and building relation
ships with the community as a major need 
of the Land Trust. In service of this theme, 
Bob created three major projects that are 
milestones in our development. 

1. In 1996, Bob proposed that WLT 
publish a book, not a pamphlet as many land 
trusts had done, but a real book that came 
to be named Whatcom Places. For Bob, the 
purpose of Whatcom Places was to spread 
a message in the community: "To put the 
importance of what we do in concrete form." 

The vehicle for reaching out into 
the community was not only the book, 
but also the process by which the book 
came into being. In what became a 
hallmark ofBob's work with the Trust, 
he formed the Book Committee of 
largely non-board members from the 
community who would make all of the 
major decisions regarding the book. 
This was a vital introduction to WLT 
for community members, two of whom 
subseql!ently became board members. 

From the outset, Bob was com
mitted to financing the publication 
of Whatcom Places. Having no fund
raising experience, he did what any 
good academic would do. He bought 
a couple of books on fund-raising . 
One called How to Master the Art 
of Selling declared, "You have to 
believe in your product." And he 

Bob Keller and Pat Kar/berg on the porch of tlw,r 
Marblemount cabin. 

did. "The way I thought about it was that 
Whatcom Land Trust and the book were 
for everyone in the county. I was actu
ally helping people, benefiting the donor, by 

asking them for money." With this attitude, 
Bob raised $70,000 to finance the book. 
Photographs, writing, design-everything 
but printing and proofing was donated. 

Featured Funder: Thank you REI! 
WLT has enjoyed the support ofREI 
for years. Grants from the REI Gives 
program have funded habitat resto
ration projects, volunteer programs 
and recreation enhancement proj
ects. REI employees have come out 
in force to eradicate invasive plants 
and install natives. Rewards and 
prizes for volunteer workers, items 
for our benefit auctions and even a 
big ol' pot of chili for a rain-chilled 
crew are among other generous REI sponsors our Earth Day work parties, this year held at our Catalyst property in Acme. 

donations WLT has had the opportunity to appreciate. We couldn't be more grateful and we look forward to many happy years of partnership. 
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Many businesses, foundations and indi
viduals contributed to the making of Whatcom 
Places, including some of the most prominent 
businesses and individuals in the community. 
For Bob, fund-raising was just another form of 
community outreach. He surprised himself 
that he "actually enjoyed fundraising, going 
out into the community, meeting new people 
and bringing them into the fold." 

In 2006, Bob formed a new Book Com
mittee and replicated the process to produce 
Whatcom Places II. 

2. With Whatcom Places in hand, 
Bob created the Business Partner Program 
composed of businesses pledging sustained 
financial support to the Land Trust. Again 
Bob formed a committee from the com
munity to help develop the program, this 
time the Fundraising/Outreach Committee. 
Both the committee and the Business Part
ner Program "created personal connection 
between Whatcom Land Trust and the com
munity." Before turning the program over 
to a new staff person, Bob had recruited 33 
business partners as the financial backbone 
ofWLT. 

3. In 2001, before Whatcom County 
was overrun by auctions, Bob initiated the 
first WLT Great Outdoor Auction. The tool 
for implementing this and the first several 
auctions was, you guessed it, the Auction 
Committee. For Bob, "the primary purpose 
of the auction was not fund-raising but com
munity relations and outreach." 

When asked to look back, this is what 
Bob described: 

"I have been fortunate in my life to be 
doing what I enjoyed. Working to implement 
our mission has been personally engaging, 
rewarding and fulfilling. Looking at the list 
of what the Land Trust has done over my 
19 years-Canyon Lake Creek, Lily Point, 
Stimson Nature Reserve, Point Whitehorn, 
etc.-the results of what I worked on are 
tangible and concrete. When we walk on 
the trails, this is the resu lt of what I helped 
accomplish. It's right under your feet. 

The historical and current view of our 
society is exploitive and destructive of nature. 
This is part of our culture that needs to be 
counteracted and changed. Whatcom Land 
Trust is a local and immediate part of this 
change. This thinking led me to propose 

adding "stewardship" to our mission state
ment.Working with other people who share 
this concern and value has been rewarding 
and sustaining for me." 

Bob placed a conservation easement 
on his 44-acre Wild and Scenic Cascade 
River property. "This made me feel ethically 
consistent with my work for the Land Trust. 

If I am telling people about it, I should be 
willing to do it myself." 

Filling Bob's shoes on the board will 
not happen any ti me soon. Most of us could 
crawl in and take a nap in his shoes-if only 
he would change his socks. 

Thank you Bob for providing us a model 
of how to be the best possible board member. -

Current Business Sponsors 
(Cash Funders) 

• Blossom Management 

• Acme Ice Cream 

• Rocket Donuts 

• Pacific Survey and Engineering PSE 
• Phillips 66 

Pacific Surveying & Engln-rlng 

• Rotary Club of Bellingham Rotary if@ 
Current Business Partners 
(Substantial Service and Product Donors) 

• 7c Creative 

• Acme Ice Cream 

• AdventuresNW 

• Element Solutions 

• Harkness Contracting 

• John Blethen of New Whatcom Interiors 

• Lithtex NW 

• 1\/Iark Vondrachek of Raincountry Refrigeration 

• Metcalf Hodges PS 

• Pacific Survey and Engineering 

• Rocket Donuts 

• Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

• Rebecca Reich of The Muijat Group 

• Zender Thurston PS 

Planned Giving 
Earlier this year, WLT was honored to learn that Dr. Patricia Otto, owner and exemplary 

steward of the Agate Pond Preserve on the east side of Squalicum Mountain, has bequeathed 
her land and home to us. Upon her passing, WLT will take up the reins and ensure that her 
forest and ponds and all the plants and animals that rely on them continue to thrive. 

Dr. Otto is not the first to bestow such an honor. Bequests through planned giving have 
historically been crucial to supporting WLT's day-to-day operations and land protection 
programs. Planned giving is a great way to ensure that your investment in Whatcom County 
continues beyond your lifetime. To find out more about planned giving, contact Natalie Whit
man at 360 746-3164 or Natalie@whatcomlandtrust.org If you have named us in your will, 
please let us know so we may have the opportunity to thank you. 
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WLT Protected Lands 

Reconveyance Lands 
1 

c:::=:J Miles 

Reconveyance continued from page one 

conclusion. On March 12, 2013, by a 5 to 2 vote, the County Council 
adopted a resolution formally requesting the Board of Natural Re
sources to transfer 8,844 forested acres from the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to Whatcom County. This 
is the last action required of Whatcom County. On July 2, 2013, the 
State Board of Natural Resources approved the transfer. The Growth 
Management Hearing Board dismissed a challenge to the reconvey
ance on July 17, 2013. 

The 8,844 transfer is called a reconveyance because the land is 
being returned or re-conveyed to its previous owner, Whatcom County. 
Whatcom and other counties obtained forested tracts in the early part 
of the 20th century when owners cut the timber and then stopped pay
ing taxes. The legislature required these properties be deeded over to 
the State, but provided that the counties could have the land returned 
for park purposes. And that is what Whatcom County has done. 

From the beginning, County Parks and Recreation Director, 
Mike Mcfarlane, has guided the complicated and at times emotional 
reconveyance process through the local and state political mazes with 
sound judgment, intelligence, fairness, openness, candor, and calm. 
Now he has another task, creating the new forest reserve park. As he 
has said: "The reconveyance is an incredible addition to the County's 

park system for both recreation and resource preservation 
The sheer size of the area helps preserve the natu ral pro· 
cesses and important wildlife habitat around Lake Whatcom 
while providing new opportunities and places to explore 
and enjoy the great outdoors here in Whatcom County. Over 
time the forest will take on a more natural character and 
function as it matures. Like the Chuckanut Mountain area 
a well-constructed trail system will lead users throughout 
these lands providing an experience rarely available in other 
communities." 

County Council chairperson Kathy Kershner likewise 
looks forward to people enjoying this marvelous acquisition 

"We are fortunate to live in what I believe is the most beautiful 
place on earth. Being part of the opportunity to create the 
new Lake Whatcom park that will preserve and allow us to 
enjoy that beauty is something that I am truly proud of. I 
would like to see that the old and the young alike are able to 
enjoy this beautiful area. We want to preserve the unique 
ness while allowing the maximum enjoyment by everyone. 

As indicated by Eric Brown, Director of Advocacy for 
the Whatcom Mountain Bike Coalition and an avid moun 
tain biker and trail builder, user groups are ready to help: 

"Our future park will become an amazing trail network with 
loops through beautiful 2nd growth forest that will now 
mature to old-growth. The connectivity from Bellingham 
through Galbraith all the way down to Squires Lake will 
allow trail users to have big days in the woods without even 
touching their car! The good news is the WMBC has always 
rolled up our sleeves to build and maintain trail and we'll 
be ready to help create this future gem for our county and 
visitors alike." 

When Pete Kremen asked if Whatcom Land Trust 
would support the land transfer, we responded enthusiastically. The benefits 
of the reconveyance were overwhelming: a huge and maturing forest reserve 
park, unsurpassed recreational opportunities next door to the county's 
largest urban population, protection for an invaluable source of drinking 
water, conservation of wildlife habitat, an amenity attracting energetic 
entrepreneurs and skilled workers to our community. All of this came at a 
cost to the County of about $35 per acre and the loss of virtually no timber 
jobs because the land being 
returned to Whatcom County 
was reconfigured to move the 
best parkland to local control 
and leave the most productive 
public timberland in the Lake 
Whatcom watershed in the 
hands ofDNR. 

Kremen put the ac 
complishment in perspective: 

"When I first embarked on a 
massive transfer of forestland 
in the Lake Whatcom Water
shed from DNR to Whatcom Trails for feet, bikes and hooves. 
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County, I knew it would not be easy. Now, eight years later, we have final state 
and county approval. Of all I have accomplished in 29 years of public service, 
I am most proud of the reconveyance. It will help protect the lake and its 
watershed and provide amazing recreation opportunities for posterity. One 
hundred years from now, the community will still be enjoying the benefits. 

WLT has worked with Conservation Northwest to facilitate a coalition 
of conservation and recreation groups supporting the reconveyance. We 
have been at the forefront in providing accurate information to the County 
Council and responding to concerns expressed by council members and 
opponents. Orally and in writing we have participated in pubic meetings in 
Bellingham and Olympia and have worked cooperatively with the County 
at every step of the way. 

When council members Kathy Kershner and Sam Crawford told us 
that they would not support the reconveyance unless the Mt. Baker School 

District were fairly compen
sated for timber revenues 
lost due to the reconveyance, 
Whatcom Land. Trust re
sponded. We reviewed avail
able information on future 
lost revenue and after several 
meetings agreed that a one
time payment of $500,000 
would fairly compensate 
the School District. The 
School Board unanimously 
approved the agreement. We 

A forest for everyone to enioy. raised half the money and 

contributed the rest: Kershner and Crawford were part of the five person 
majority approving the reconveyance. 

Assessing the long and challenging process, Kremen observed: "An 
enthusiastic coalition of supporters and the dedicated work of County Parks 
Director Mike Mcfarlane were essential to bringing the reconveyance to a 
successful conclusion. In my mind, the commitment and persistence of 
Whatcom Land Trust stands out. The Land Trust helped keep the process 
moving, resolving obstacles that could have, and in one instance would 
have, brought things to a halt. Without the Land Trust, we would not likely 
be ready to enjoy the fruits of the reconveyance." 

Mike Mcfarlane shared a similar assessment: "While truly a com
munity effort, the Whatcom Land Trust was instrumental in helping make 
the reconveyance possible. Throughout the long and complex process, WLT's 
commitment to the project never faltered and provided critical support at 
key times during the past seven years." 

Though legal challenges are still possible, we hope that opponents 
are now ready to move on. DNR is finishing surveys and legal documents, 
and we expect the transaction to be completed before the end of the year. 
The people of Whatcom County can now look forward to enjoying the con
siderable fruits of the Great Whatcom County Reconveyance-by far the 
largest reconveyance in the history of the State. We are deeply grateful to five 
County Council members, 3 Democrats and 2 Republicans, who rose above 
the fray and had the courage and vision to vote for the long-term well being 
of our community- Carl Weimer, Ken Mann, Pete Kremen, Kathy Kershner 
and Sam Crawford. Something certainly worth waiting and working for. ... 

Maple Creek Reach Contin1.100 from page one 

A fish surveyor work
ing for the Washington 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife related a story 
about an amusing bear 
encounter she had on the 
creek last winter when 
the Chum-fifth of the 
five Pacific Salmon spe-
. . . 

c1es-were spawnrng rn 
the creek. By midday, big 
dopey grins had spread 
throughout the group. 
This dynamic ecosys
tem, thriving on just a 
portion of the Preserve, 
is what our Director of 
Land Management, Nick 
Saling, sees as the future 
of the entire north bank 
of this reach of the river. 

Last summer WLT 
purchased 21 acres of 
prime North Fork river 
front in Maple Falls on 
Hwy 542. This purchase 
connected two other 

Ryan Vasak of BTC's fisheries program 
conducts a survey of the fish in Maple 
Creek. In the bottom photo he's holding 
two Coho: a newly-emerged fry and a 
one year-old fingerling. 

pieces acquired in 2010 and 2003. WLT had gone from conserving a 
bit here and a bit there to creating a single preserve all along the half 
mile of Maple Creek Reach. 

Since then, we have removed a burned house, sagging barns and 
most ofthe old barbed wire fencing. The site has been thoroughly assessed 
for seasonal stream flow, flora and fauna present, and salmon habitat 
potential. A restoration plan has been completed for the entire Reach. 

We will restore old farm ditches to their natural state as me
andering channels, install large woody debris and plant the banks 
to keep the spring-fed streams cool. We'll plant to encourage beaver, 
who will pitch in on the restoration by creating the ponds that provide 
perfect homes for rearing Coho and mature trout. Thickets of native 
plants will provide habitat for resident and migratory birds, native 
mammals and amphibians. The largest former pasture will remain 
a meadow habitat for many species, including elk. 

WLT is actively seeking supporters for this project. This is an 
exciting opportunity to become part of a highly visible, accessible 
restoration project at its outset-at the "before" stage of a process 
that will produce stunning "after" outcomes for our children, grand 
children and great-grand children to enjoy. Watch our website, start
ing November 1, for details on this amazing project and on how you 
can be a part of it. Meanwhile, plan to join us for a work party at the 
Preserve on Saturday, November 23 and go to our website for video 
of the salmon spawning in Maple Creek . ... 
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WLT's Stewardship Workforce Natalie Whitman 

Sixteen Volunteer Stewards support our Director of Land Man
agement, Nick Saling, in his mission as land steward. A dozen 

are assigned to preserves across the county, monitoring conditions, 
reporting observations, recommending management activities and 
acting as ambassadors to visitors to the preserves. Nick is actively 
recruiting new members to this corps. Volunteer Stewards complete 
a one-day training (the next will be offered this winter) and make a 
commitment to visit the property at least four times per year, attend 
work parties that might be scheduled for the site, and study both the 
natural and legal history of the land. They are invited to join a closed 
Facebook group where they can discuss the challenges and thrills they 
are experiencing and share information and strategies. 

No special skills are required of our Volunteer Stewards, 
although two or three sites are best served by people of a certain 
temperament, as Carl Franz's recent Facebook post indicates: 

. . . you can add me ( as Volunteer Steward) to the Hutchinson 
inholding. In a burst of over-enthusiasm I decided to bushwhack to the 
property from Mosquito Lake Road. If you're interested in following 
my example I suggest that you get your affairs in order first. It was a 
hellwalk of historic proportions, enough mud, nettles and devil's club 
to discourage a Sasquatch! 

Most preserves present much tamer terrain, so don't be shy-if 
Volunteer Stewardship sounds like an interesting prospect, watch for 
a training announcement this fall or email Nick@whatcomlandtrust. 
org. Details on the next training will be published in our monthly 
e-blast and on our website. 

Our Volunteer Stewards: 
• John Bremer: Rover 

Geoff Middough: Forestry consultant 

• Monique Brewer: Ladies of the Lake and Racehorse Creek 

Carl Franz: Craver and Hutchinson Creek 

• Bob Lemon and Annie Prevost: Wildcat Reach 

• Dennis and Marilyn Mary nick: Hogan 

• Janet Murray: Ladies of the Lake 

Alex Rhoades: Overby Farmstead 

• Alice Shilhanek: Pratum 

• Steve Irving: Kelsey 

• David Stalheim and Celia Kadushin: Bottiger's Pond 

Steven Harper: Ladies of the Lake 

• Dave Church: Maple Creek Reach 

David Curley: Harrison (pending) 

Kim Clarkin: Port Blakely 

Michael Taylor: Maple Creek Reach (pending) 

Washington Conservation Corps Crew 
For the first time ever, Whatcom Land Trust employed a Washington 
Conservation Corps (WCC) crew to advance stewardship projects on a 
number of preserves. We only had them half time, but couldn't be hap
pier with the work these six young people completed. They cleared debris, 
brushed out trails, removed a culvert, demolished a derelict building, 
prepped planting sites, installed transducers to monitor stream flow, 
learned chainsaw skills while thinning trees, and helped stage and 
supervise the muddiest and biggest planting party in WLT history. We 
look forward to meeting a new WCC crew this spring. 

Crew members helped to coordinate the efforts of nearly 300 volunteers 
who completed the final planting at WL T's Catalyst property in Acme, 
and planted the millionth tree for Whatcom Conservation District's 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). 

Providing professional training is part of WLT's agreement with the WCC. 
What better way to get an old Christmas tree stand thinned than by host
ing a chainsaw-training for our crew and five other regional WCC crews. 

WCC crew photos: WL T staff .:Jl~,UW;~~~~ 
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Megan, Russ, Jen, Michelle and Maggie pose here (Arturo not pictured) with an 
impressive array of clean -up trophies. 
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Tours, Activities and Work Parties 
First Friday Field Trips 
On any first Friday of any month, tag along with Nick Saling, WLT's 
Director of Stewardship, on a monitoring visit to a WLT preserve. This 
will be an opportunity to visit a new place, step behind the scenes at a 
familiar place, learn about WLT's stewardship goals and responsibilities 
and experience the life of a land steward first-hand. Please email Greg@ 
whatcomlandtrust.org ( 360 650-9470) to reserve a spot. Times and 

meet-up places vary and are announced the week of the outing. 

October 4: (Limit 6) 
Visit Racehorse Creek and Bear Creek. Spend a full day in the 

woods! Racehorse Creek is a popular spot for local recreation, so 
you may get conscripted to haul out some trash and kick apart a fire 
ring or two, but it will be worth it. Fossils are abundant, the creek is, 
well-a racehorse of a waterway, and the geology is raw: 

This will be Nick's first visit to Bear Creek, so everyone in the 
group will get to discover it together. Expect some rough terrain 
(trekking poles are recommended) with some possible bushwhacking. 
Don't let that keep you home, though! You don't have to follow Nick 
into the deepest and darkest. 

November 1: (Limit 8) 
Visit our Rutsatz Salmon property on the Rutsatz Road off the 

north end ofHwy 9. Elk have recently been observed in the field above 
the river bed we will be visiting for half a day. We may intersect with 
the beginning of the Chum salmon run which draws eagles to the site 
by the dozens. Terrain includes a very short but steep descent into the 
floodplain of the North Fork of the Nooksack River, with its cobbled 
bed, brushy areas and soggy channel banks. 

December 14: 
Not the first Friday-in fact, not a Friday at all-this will be 

a (Saturday) volunteer appreciation event at Wildcat Reach. Keep an 
eye on our website's events page for details. 

Work Parties 
Contact Nick@whatcomlandtrust.org (360 650-9470) to let him 
know you're coming. 

Saturday October 5 
South Fork of the Nooksack near the Skookum Creek Hatchery. 

Trash patrol, flag large debris and generally assess need for ongo
ing work. This will be a special work party that includes a few 
surprises. Hint: If you have a canoe and can bring it, call Nick at 360 
746-6967. The day will entail some bushwhacking and steep-ish ter
rain. A work party for the intrepid. 

Saturday October 26 MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY 
Planting party in partnership with Whatcom Conservation 

District and Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association at Canyon 
Creek near Glacier. Check our website in mid-October for transporta
tion details-there will be a rally point! 

Chum and Eagle Tour 
December 281-4p (Limit 20) 
For 22 years WLT has protected salmon and eagle habitat along the 
Nooksack River. Late December is a great time to appreciate the results 
of this work. Chum salmon spawning on the North Fork lure eagles 
in large numbers; some have said that it qualifies as one of the best 
eagle-watching sites in the Lower 48. This is a great activity for your 
holiday guests visiting from out of state. 

Join us for a tour of the spawning channels at our Rutsatz 
Salmon property near Deming. The terrain is quite varied and can be 
challenging at times for the less spry among us so consider bringing 
your trekking poles. 

The Chum run is only somewhat predictable: they appear in 
this area of the river in the late fall to early winter but they don't tend 
to carry calendars with them, and so tend to arrive when they see fit. 
This may or may not coincide with our scheduled tour. 

Contact greg@whatcomlandtrust.org (360 650-9470) to 
register for tours. 

Saturday November 9 
Maple Creek Reach in Maple Falls: Remove old fencing, remove 

old tree cages, engage in streamside blackberry wars. Meet at the 
Land Trust office (110 Central Ave) at 9am to consolidate vehicles 
and grab tools. 

Saturday November 23 
Samish River headwaters near Wickersham: Planting par

ty! With the buildings gone and the culvert out, it's time to plant 
and tube conifers to restore the area to blend with the surrounding 
forested wetlands. Meet at the Land Trust office (110 Central Ave) at 
9am to consolidate vehicles and grab tools. 

Saturday December 14 
Volunteer appreciation event at Wildcat Reach near Glacier. 

Check our website in November for details! 

printed with vegetable -based inks on recycled paper Fall 2013 - page 7 



NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S.POSTACE 

PAID 
WHATCOM LAND TRUST P. o. Box 6131 • Bellingham WA 98227 BELLINGHAM, WA 

PERMIT NO. 219 

Officers 
President 

Carl Prince 

Vice-President 
Alan Fritzberg 

Secretary 
Rich Bowers 

Treasurer 
Jennifer Wright 

Board Members 
Rod Burton 

Jayme Curley 

Rand Jack 

Simi Jain 

John McLaughlin 

Chris Moench 

Rebecca Reich 

Committee Advisors 
Kirsten Barron 

John Bremer 

Harte Bressler 

Janet Murray 

Marisa Papetti 

Staff 

Executive Director 
Craig Lee 

Director of Lands 
Eric Carabba 

Director of Land Management 
Nick Saling 

Development Associate, 
Communications and Outreach 

Coordinator 
Natalie Whitman 

Office Manager 
Greg Zimmerl'nan 

Contracted Bookeeper 
Karen Teper 

110 Central Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Phone. 360-650-9470 
E-mail: 

info@whatcomlandtrust.org 
website: 

www.whatcomlandtrust.org 

Hay bales became a playfield for 
younger participants. 

The Kronenbergs 
were raffle winners. 

photos: top and center: Alan Fritz berg; left: Jayme Curley; right: Roger Weiss 

The first ever LandFest celebration 
was held at WLT's Ladies of the Lake 
Preserve, with land and nature tours, 
games, music, cider and ice-cream. 

The music began with Richard Scholtz and 
Geof Morgan (shown), and finished with the 
"One Lane Bridge" ensemble of "Band Zandt." 
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Preserving, Protecting & Restoring Saltnon 
and their Habitat on the North Fork of the 
Nooksack River 

Eric Carabba 

Whatcom Land Trust's salmon habitat pre
serves are growing on the North Fork of the 

Nooksack River. WLT has been hard at work along 
the North Fork securing conservation interests 
in strategic locations that support an ongoing 
salmon recovery effort. These actions provide 
important habitat for many creatures. 

Whatcom Land Trust closed 2011 with the 
purchase of 60 acres of prime salmon habitat near 
Glacier. Over the last year and a half, the Land Trust 
worked with the Steiner family to purchase 39 acres 
adjacent to the 230-acre Steiner Preserve, thus form
ing the 269-acre Wildcat Reach Salmon Preserve. 

Last summer Nooksack Tribe Natural 
Resources was busy working in this reach of the 
river installing engineered log jams to provide 
channel stability and to accelerate the formation 

North Fork Eagle Preserve - Miller Property: Whatcom Land Trust preserves 
dynamic riverfront so that natural processes can promote habitat diversity 
and species abundance. 

of forested channel islands. Acquisition, complemented by these 
habitat restoration actions, will provide protection of these lands 

and allow natural processes to support habitat diversity, key 
habitat quantity, and channel stability, which ... continued on page four 

Ladies of the Lake Restoration Steve Walker 

The year 2012 brings the initiation of Whatcom Land 
Trust's effort to restore natural conditions to a degraded sec
tion of Fir Creek in the Lake Whatcom watershed. Relatively 
unknown, Fir Creek originates on 2,414-foot Anderson Mountain 
in Skagit County and cascades down a steep canyon in a series of 
waterfalls, until it reaches the valley floor below. There, it flows 
along the edge of agricultural land, parallel to the better-known 
Anderson Creek, which is visible along Park Road. The Land 

Ladies of the Lake: Kokanee run in Fir Creek. Trust's 101-acre Ladies of the Lake Preserve ... continued on page six 
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Welcome Briana 
Briana Berkowitz is Whatcom 

Land Trust's 2011-2012 AmeriCorps 
Volunteer Coordinator. She hails from 
Madison, Wisconsin, and is ecstatic to 
now live somewhere with both moun
tains and the sea. A 2011 graduate of 
Beloit College with degrees in envi
ronmental geology and modern lan
guages, her undergraduate career took 
her to the Caribbean to study French, 
to Mongolia to map moraines, and to 
Illinois for a stewardship internship at 
a wetland preserve. That last experi
ence is what inspired her to further 
pursue the field ofland conservation. 

Briana is thoroughly enjoying 
all aspects of her position, spread
ing WLT's mission at outreach 
events, meeting volunteers, and es
pecially getting out on the land and 
doing restoration work. When not at 
WLT, she can be found biking around 
town, practicing viola and ukulele, and 
traveling as much as possible. Goals for 
the future include getting a master's 
degree in geography, joining the Peace 
Corps, and living in a lighthouse. 
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Jennifer Wright Joins WLT Board of 
Directors and is Elected Treasurer 

Jennifer Wright found Whatcom County from 
one of the farthest reaches within the continental US: 
south Florida. After one visit to Bellingham, she and 
her husband Damien knew where they wanted to 
raise their children. As avid adventurists, they spend 
their free time exploring the natural landscapes and 
trails of Whatcom County and the Cascades. Jennifer 
enjoys all the outdoor recreation Whatcom County 
has to offer: hiking, backpacking, mountain bik
ing, rock climbing, kayaking, and snowboarding. Jennifer Wright 

She is excited and honored to take an active role in preserving and protecting the open 
space and agricultural lands of Whatcom County for our future generations through 
Whatcqm Land Trust. Jennifer holds both undergraduate and graduate degrees from 
Florida Atlantic University in accounting and taxation, respectively. Jennifer is a CPA 
at the local public accounting firm of Metcalf Hodges. 

Jennifer has been attending board meetings for a year while learning the details of the 
role of Treasurer under the tutelage ofWLT's wonderful former Treasurer, Harte Bressler. 

Thank You, Harte Bressler! 
Ardent mountain lover and Certified Public Accountant extraordinaire, Harte 

Bressler, will be stepping down as Whatcom Land Trust Treasurer this March. 
While most might know Harte for his excellence in financial matters, he is also 

an accomplished mountain climber who has climbed most of the major mountains 
in the Pacific Northwest and enjoyed numerous expeditions to the Denali Range and 
Juneau Icefield in Alaska. This deep love of the great outdoors likely fueled Harte's 
incredible generosity to WLT over the years. "Harte's contributions to the success of 
the organization have been enormous, both in the area of financial management and 
in the thoughtful, intelligent good judgment with which he has helped guide us" shared 
Rand Jack, fellow WLT Board member. One way or another, Harte's fingerprints are 
on every WLT achievement completed since he joined the board. These achievements 
are part of his sterling legacy of service to our community. While we are saddened by 
his resignation as a member of the Board of Directors, we are also happy to free Harte 
up to spend more time playing in the mountains. As Harte leaves the board, he carries 
our greatest respect, highest regard and warmest affection. 

Color Pictures! 
We are now able to have the Steward printed in full color. Thanks to the gener

osity of Business Partner, Lithtex NW, this isn't a significant cost over the previous 
two-color printing, and gives our supporters a better image of the lands we protect. 

Newsletter Team ................................ Rod Burton, Connie Clement, Craig Lee 

Production Help/Proofreading ... ... ........ ... Judy & Sal Russo, Natalie Whitman 

Design and Layout ......... ........ .. donated by Roderick C. Burton - Art & Design 

Printing ... .......... ..... .. ............. .................. ...................... ...... Lithtex Northwest 

Contributors .......... .... ......... Briana Berkowitz, Eric Carabba, Connie Clement, 
Mary Dumas, Bob Keller, Craig Lee, Steve Walker, Jennifer Wright 
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President's Message 
Mary Dumas 

Whatcom Land Trust has been 
very successful at conserving Whatcom 
County's signature landscapes and sen
sitive places thanks to tremendous com
munity support, partnerships with local, 
state and federal agencies and enormous 
volunteer commitment. We're indebted 
to the volunteers and supporters who 
bring our mission to life in hundreds of 
amazmg ways: 

The Accreditation Volunteers: 
Alan Fritzberg, Rand Jack, Jayme Curley, 
Carl Prince, Lori Anderson, Katy Batch
elor, Natalie Whitman, Rebecca Reich, 
Traci Klineman, Ingrid Taylor, Lynne 
Givler, Rod Burton and Sue Hindman. 

These generous volunteers con
tributed countless hours helping WLT 
clean out 25 years of files ( and closets) to 
prepare WLT's Accreditation Application 
to the Land Trust Alliance. Our applica
tion review is scheduled for late March 
2012; see the Summer 2011 Steward for 

more details about our Accreditation 
through LIA. 

Cascadia Weekly's Trail Rat 
whose infectious love of the work party 
yields motivating stories and great pic
tures. (http ://www.cascadiaweekly.com/ 
pdfs/issues/201202.pdf) 

Recently-retired conservation part
ners from the public sector: Pete Kre
men (Whatcom Co. Exec), and Richard 
Grout (WA Dept of Ecology Bellingham 
Region Director), whose work helped 
place thousands of acres of critical lands 
into protection. 

Whatcom Land Trust is strength
ening its capacity to preserve Whatcom 
County's most sensitive places by bring
ing on the Land Trust's first Executive 
Director, Craig Lee, who started in late 
October 2011. The Board of Directors 
conducted a national search the summer 
of 2011 and recognized Craig Lee as the 
right fit. Craig assisted with the launch of 
WLT in 1984 as a young Trust for Public 
Lands' staffer, and he brings a breadth 

Craig Lee 

of experience, knowledge and skills to 
help WLT prepare for our next 25 years 
of conservation duties. 

WLT is proud of our first quarter 
century-over 11,000 acres preserved 
with the help of tireless board and com
munity volunteers working with an excel
lent cadre of staff. We hope you'll stop in 
to meet Craig and join Whatcom Land 
Trust this spring at a work party, the an
nual auction, or one of our committees. 
We look forward to hearing your thoughts 
on how WLT can best assist Whatcom 
County landowners and communities in 
protecting the County's working farm
lands, forests, streams, and shorelines 
and maintaining them in good health for 
the next 25 years to come. 

WLT's Business Partner Progratn Bob Keller 

When I joined the WLT board in 
1994 we had no staff, no office, only a 
telephone in Chris Moench's kitchen, 
and an annual budget of about $30,000. 
Within four years WLT had grown to 
employ several staff in a downtown office 
equipped with phones. That cost more 
than thirty grand. This required fund
raising, which in turn led to approaching 
local business firms. 

Cascade Joinery, then on East 
Hemmi Road, became our first business 
partner. It built exceptional structures us
ing recycled timber as much as possible. 
At the time I did not know Jeff Arvin, the 
Joinery's founder, but over the years he 
has become a personal friend who has 
supported WLT in many ways in addition 
to cash donations. It has been a strong, 
rewarding partnership. 

In making these early requests for 

funds from local firms we listed our 
overhead-utilities, heat and electricity, 
office equipment, bookkeeping, transporta
tion costs-just like any business. They un
derstood and agreed to help. In addition to 
the Joinery, we eventually gained consistent 
support from companies as diverse as BP, 
Village Books, Harmony Motorworks, The 
Greenhouse, Northwest Propane, Pacific 
Survey and Engineering and two dozen 
other excellent firms. 

Pacific Survey and Engineering, 
Inc. (PSE) is a great example of this kind 
of partnership. With a staff of 30 primar
ily working on public works I capital im
provement projects within northwestern 
Washington, PSE has donated tens of 
thousands of dollars of in-kind services 
to WLT in the form of surveys, feasibil
ity studies and property I environmental 
assessments fundamental to WLT's 
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property acquisitions, as well as annual 
support from cash donations. 

"We see Whatcom Land Trust and 
their mission of conservation and natural 
resource protection as a perfect comple
ment to our work with local development 
and capital improvement projects. Both of 
these can combine to responsibly improve 
the quality of life for Whatcom County 
residents. We're very proud to be a WLT 
Business Partner," reports Adam Nelson, 
a principal at PSE. 

Money is essential, of course. But a 
larger message in these collaborations has 
become even more important: that future 
conservation of rivers, parkland, marine 
shorelines, wildlife and farmland is 
compatible with, indeed essential for, the 
welfare of local businesses in Whatcom 
County. We feel proud to affiliate with so 
many successful firms. 
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North Fork cont. from page one 

are all critical to recovery and long-term 
sustainability of Chinook salmon, winter 
steelhead, and bull trout. When these key 
habitats are restored and protected, many 
other salmonids like Coho, Chum, pink 
salmon, and sockeye also benefit. Along 
the forested river corridors, the diversity 
of habitats provide homes for other species 
of wildlife, such as raptors, passerines, coy
otes, bobcats, bear, beavers, elk, and deer. 

The Land Trust also worked with the 
Miller family to purchase a spectacular 21 
acres next to the 40-acre North Fork Eagle 
Preserve now protecting over a half mile of 
free flowing river. WLT received a report 
this winter from a local naturalist who 
counted over 560 Bald eagles on the North 
Fork between Kendall and Deming. Over 
the New Year's weekend, others reported 
seeing more than 50 eagles just from the 
North Fork bridge on Mosquito Lake Road, 
including a Golden eagle, rarely seen west of 
the Cascades. During a January site visit to 
the Land Trust's North Fork Eagle Preserve, 
Conservation Director Eric Carabba noted 
over 50 Bald eagles roosting in the trees 
along the river and feasting on the remains 
of the winter Chum run. 

North Fork Eagle Preserve: Pink salmon spawning in side channel, Sept 2011 

To support these two strategic con
servation purchases, Whatcom Land Trust 
was recently awarded a $375,000 grant 
from the Washington State Recreation and 
Conservation Office - Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board and a $20,000 grant from 
Seattle Audubon Society's Martin Miller 
Fund. WLT contributed $46,200 from pri
vate supporters. 

Wildcat Reach Salmon Preserve : In addition to salmon, the preserve is home to 
beaver, bobcats, bears and bald eagles. 

Since the inception of the Land Trust's 
Salmon Eagle Elk Program in 1999, through 
a mix of donations, bargain sales, and fair 
market value purchases, WLT has acquired 
more than 27 properties, conserving 1,315 
acres along the North Fork. In addition, 
WLT holds five conservation easements 

on 312 acres in the North Fork watershed. 
We continue to work closely with willing 
landowners and are optimistic about com
pleting a few more projects on the North 
Fork in the spring and summer of 201 2. 
None of this would be possible without the 
Land Trust's dedicated supporters. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 
"My donations to WLT are made possible by 
your referrals." 
Experienced Professional Seller & Buyer Representation 

Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 
Used - Rare - Recent Titles 

35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 
Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

Spring 2012 - page 4 printed with vegetable -based inks on recycled paper 

Julie Carpenter, Realtor, Broker 
www.juliecarpenter.com 
360 305-9986 mobile/text 
ju liecarpenter@remax.net 



Riverfront Land Donated 

__. - . - --

Jensen AG PDR 

Zora Edwards of Shaw Island donated a small tract of river-front 
with a grove of large black cottonwoods near the confluence of the 
North and South Forks of the Nooksack River. 

As you might recall, back in 2007 Don and Judy Jensen 
donated a conservation easement on a 22-acre patch of forest 
at their Custer Farm. To protect the forest and share it with the 
community through park and conservation easements they 
established the "Jensen Family Forest Park." In July, 2011, Judy 
Jensen completed an agricultural protection conservation ease
ment with Whatcom County and Whatcom Land Trust through 
the Agricultural Purchase of Development Rights program to 
protect 107 acres of the Jensen Family Farm. 

Hard Scrabble Falls Conservation Easement 
Steve Hahn donated a conservation 

~asement to protect his 42-acre South Fork 
Valley Forest. The property features the cas
:ading Hard Scrabble Falls Creek waterfall 
,vith Western Red cedar and Big Leaf maple 
urest and is next to Evergreen Land Trust's 
lS-acre River Farm. 

The property was for sale for several 

You can't find 
comfort in a ... 

CAN! 
We use 
100% 
Fresh 

Ingredients. 
Home-made 

Daily 
Open @ 6:30 a.m. 
(Sat. 7:30am - Sunday 8am) 

A Wholesome Tradition 

years. When it sold in the spring of 2008 
to a logging outfit, Steve stepped in and 
purchased the property to protect the for
est from clear-cut logging. Over the next 
several years WLT worked with Steve to 
craft a conservation easement to meet his 
conservation objectives and protect the 
forest and aquatic features on the property. 

WLT helps conservation-minded prop
erty owners like Steve Hahn protect the 
ecological values of the land they love. 

1319 Railroad Ave. 676-5288 Steve Hahn, Rand Jack, and Holly O'Neil discuss conservation options during a site visit. 
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Ladies of the Lake continuedfrompage one 

contains nearly 3,000 feet of Fir Creek 
from where it emerges from Department 
of Natural Resources land until it crosses 
under South Bay Drive to Whatcom Coun
ty Parks' shoreline recreation property. 

The Ladies of the Lake Preserve, 
one of 14 WLT-protected properties in 
the Lake Whatcom drainage, is named 
to honor the two women who sold the 
property to the Land Trust. After their 
service as military pilots, they managed 
their farm in the historic community of 
Park, raising cattle and selling hamburg
ers at their classic roadside food stand, 
"The Ranchette." 

Fir Creek, even in its current condi
tion, supports a population of Kokanee 
salmon that provide a spectacle each fall 
when they return to spawn in the gravel 
streambed below the waterfalls. Kokanee 
are the same species of fish as Sockeye 
salmon (Oncorhyncus nerka). They are 
the progeny of Sockeye that were trapped 
in freshwater by ancient ice flows. They 
tend to be smaller fish than their saltwa
ter brethren, but they display the same 
characteristic markings and turn bright 
red with green heads during spawning, 
with the males developing a humped 
back and a hooked jaw. The Fir Creek 
Kokanee spawn in their natal stream 
between September and November. Fer
tilized eggs emerge as fry the following 

spring to migrate downstream to Lake 
Whatcom where they form schools and 
grow to eighteen inches and as much as 
four pounds. 

Native to Washington and other 
western states, Kokanee have been 
propagated in hatcheries and introduced 
to lakes worldwide, and have become an 
extremely popular sport fish. According 
to Washington State University, fishing 
for Kokanee contributes over $36 million 
of economic activity within the state. The 
hatchery at Brannian Creek, just west of 
the Ladies of the Lake Preserve, is a cen
tury old and the most prolific producer of 
Kokanee stock in the United States. Nearly 
20 million fish are planted annually in 
Washington lakes from eggs collected 
from Lake Whatcom Kokanee. 

Whatcom Land Trust's restoration 
plans at the Ladies of the Lake Preserve 
will focus on improving the water quality 
and habitat of Fir Creek. Planned work 
includes removing debris from the edges 
of the creek, controlling invasive weeds, 
loosening compacted soil, and planting 
native vegetation. WLT received a gener
ous grant from Recreational Equipment 
Incorporated to support the restoration 
effort. The Trust plans to partner with 
REI next fall to engage volunteers in a 
major work party to plant hundreds of 
native trees and shrubs at the site. 

Open space protected at Ladies of the Lake Preserve in Lake Whatcom watershed. 
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Steve Irving: 
Volunteer 
Property 
Steward 

At Whatcom Land Trust we love to 
get people out and connecting with 

nature. Steve Irving has been forging 
that bond for over 20 years as Volunteer 
Land Steward of the Kelsey Preserve. A 
nearby resident in the Ferndale area, he 
was originally asked by a board member 
to check on the property once in awhile, 
and has been regularly monitoring it ever 
since. Steve particularly enjoyed getting to 
know Ruth Kelsey, who donated the land, 
creating one of WLT's first preserves. He 
talked with her about how she thought it 
should be managed, put up a 'Kelsey Lane' 
road sign so that her friends could take 
her out there and know when to turn into 
the property after she was not able to see 
well enough to tell them when to make the 
turn, and worked with Ruth's grandson to 
place a monument at the entrance to the 
property after her death. 

Steve currently visits the preserve 
about twice a month, and has been 
working on blackberry removal and 
demolition of the dilapidated house 
that stands on the property. The place is 
looking better than ever, thanks to work 
parties that have focused on trail main
tenance, planting willows and ninebark, 
and hauling house debris to a dumpster. 
Steve has worked alongside volunteers at 
every recent work party, always regaling 
visitors with a thorough history of the 
place, including its sordid past as a bank 
robber hide out. He says, "The Kelsey land 
is becoming more like forest every year 
and less like the working farm and house 
that it was when the Whatcom Land Trust 
took it over." 

WLT's Volunteer Land Steward 



Volunteer property steward Steve Irving at a brush removal work party on the 
Kelsey property. 

program is beneficial for all involved
volunteers get to intimately know a 
property, while also acting as an extra 
set of eyes and ears for the organization, 
reporting misuse, new invasive species 
and any other problems they may find on 
the land. While Steve enjoys getting out 
and restoring Kelsey on a regular basis, 
for many sites the Volunteer Land Stew
ard simply visits his/her site quarterly 
and reports back on what they see. The 
qualifications for being a good Volunteer 

Land Steward? Steve advises, "A good 
Volunteer Land Steward is a person who 
loves the idea that we are setting aside 
special places for the future so that people 
who follow us can enjoy such a place .. . a 
person who embraces the fun it is to make 
that happen." 

If you'd like to find out more about 
becoming a Volunteer Land Steward, 
please contact our volunteer coordina
tor, Briana Berkowitz, at: americorps@ 
whatcomlandtrust.org 

Whatco111 Land Trust Tours & Events 
Cryptogam Tour! 
March 31, 10 am -1 pm 
Leader: Fred Rhoades Limit: 15 

Join us for a leisurely walk to investigate forested 
riparian habitats for "cryptogams" (spore
producing, plant-like organisms) which include 
mushrooms and other fungi, slime molds, lichens, 
mosses & liverworts, ferns & fern allies. Mycologist 
Fred Rhoades will lead us th rough the forest to 
discover these unique treasures. 

The Emergence of Spring at 
Edfro Creek 
Saturday, April 14, 10 am - 3 pm 
Leader: Doug Huddle Limit: 12 

The salmonberry begins to cover the forest 
floor. The bleeding hearts emerge. The trail is 
wet, but all around are signs of spring! Join this 
moderately strenuous, 3-mile hike through this 
relatively remote area of the South Fork of the 
Nooksack River. 

Comfortable, waterproof footwear at least calf 
high is necessary. Layered clothing and rain gear 
recommended. Ten essentials day pack (required), 
trail lunch & beverage, binoculars, cameras 
and tripods Walking sticks and good gloves are 
encouraged. 

Neotropical Birds at Stimpson 
Family Nature Reserve 
Saturday, April 21, 10 am - 1 pm 
Leader: Paul Woodcock, North Cascades 
Audubon Society 
Limit: 15 

Neotropical migrant birds are the songbirds that 
represent over half of the species of North American 
birds. As spring begins, more than 300 species of 
Neotropical migratory birds head north to breed 
and raise young in the United States and Canada. In 
the fall they return to warmer climates in tropical 
regions of Central and South America. Join Paul 
Woodcock of the North Cascades Audubon Society 

Jr. Stewards, Save the Date! 
Join us on June 2nd at Marine Park in Fairhaven to explore the beach at low tide 

from 9:30 - 10:30. At 10:30 we'll begin our kickoff program with local beach guru and 
beloved WLT volunteer, Doug Stark! The Jr. Stewards Program is a self-paced, sum
mer environmental education program for elementary-age kids and their families. 
The program is FREE and will help you discover parts of Whatcom County you may 
never have seen before. Pick up your program booklet, created by Riley Grant, at the 
kickoff or download it from our website at www.whatcomlandtrust.org. 

Call 650-9470 to register. 

for a survey of neotropical birds at Stimpson Family 
Nature Reserve. 

Nest Boxes & Bat Boxes 
Saturday, April 28, 10 am - Noon 
Leader: Patricia Otto Limit: 12 

Come explore the world of bats and cavity 
nesting birds. Learn about box sizes, how to 
choose the right box for the right species and how 
to pick the appropriate site. Looking inside Wood 
Duck Boxes, we may see incubating ducks or Saw
Whet Owls. Chickadees should be in their boxes 
and cavity nesting swallows should be choosing 
their sites. An array of bat habitat architecture will 
be available to see and discuss. Barn Owl boxes in 
Squalicum Valley can also be seen. 

Animal Tracking at WLT's 
Rutsatz Property 
Saturday, May 19, 10 am - 1 pm 
Leader: Prof. John McLaughlin, Huxley 
College Limit: 15 

Tracking is an excellent way to document the 
presence and activities of wildlife. Here's your 
chance to learn how to do it! Huxley professor 
(and WLT Board member) John McLaughlin 
will show you how to discover animal presence 
by investigating the prints they leave behind - a 
great way to find out about the animals of our 
community. This year's tour is being held on 
WLT's Rutsatz property on the North Fork of the 
Nooksack River. 

Suggested $5-$10 donation. Free to WLT supporters. (Become a supporter for only $35/family!) 
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Wildcat Reach Salmon Preserve: Whatcom Land Trust works with partners such as the 
Nooksack Tribe to restore properly functioning river conditions. Restoration paired with 
permanent protection through WLT ownership is a wise investment. 
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A Pretty Good Year for 
Salmon on the South Fork 
-120 Acres Conserved 
Acquiring Elk Flats 

Rand Jack 

"It may be in Skagit County, but it is our river," said Eric 
Carabba, Conservation Director for Whatcom Land Trust. Many 
people are surprised to learn that the South Fork of the Nooksack 
River loops south into Skagit County after leaving the slopes of the 
Twin Sisters and before heading north again to join the main stream 
of the Nooksack. Despite being out of the county, the prize was just 
too great to ignore-perhaps the best Chinook salmon spawning 
grounds on the South Fork. 

After years of trying, Whatcom Land Trust finally purchased 
80 acres straddling the South Fork of the Nooksack in Skagit 
County. In addition to habitat for endangered Chinook, the prop

photo: Eric Carabba 
erty is also critical for runs of bull trout and winter steelhead, both The South Fork of the Nooksack seen from Elk Flats. 
federally listed as threatened with extinction, as ... continued on page four ------------------ -

Saxon Riparian Helps Protect Habitat 
At the end of May, Whatcom Land Trust purchased a key 

40-acre property with a half mile of frontage on the South 
Fork of the Nooksack River for salmon habitat preservation. 
With over $200,000 in grant funds from the Washington State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board and $60,000 in privately 
donated acquisition funds, the Trust purchased a critical river
corridor parcel linking the Trust's Salmon Eagle Elk properties. 
The Trust reached an agreement with Brian and Linda Knutzen 
after many years of negotiating. 

All five species of salmon use the South Fork of the 
Nooksack River for holding, spawning, and rearing. Lummi 
Nation is planning instream work this summer to install en
gineered log jams to form deep pools for holding salmon and 
to provide channel stability to help form forested islands and 
side channels. Dozens of eagles feast on the salmon runs, and 
a large cottonwood on the property contains a bald eagle nest. 
In the fall through late spring, the Nooksack herd of elk move 
up and down this South Fork river corridor. 
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Thank You, Karin 
Since September, WLT has had the great 

fortune to have Karin Grimlund as our 
AmeriCorps Volunteer Coordinator. A na
tive of Minnesota, Karin had connections 
to Bellingham since it was her father's home 
town, and her family would yearly visit their 
simple cabin in the San Juans. By accepting 
the WLT AmeriCorps position, she hoped to 
deepen this connection, and indeed she has! 

While with Whatcom Land Trust, Karin 
has organized numerous work parties with a 
variety of community groups, coordinated the 
auction volunteers, and created a conserva
tion book group in collaboration with Village 
Books. On top of that, she's been a perfect 
team player with our staff. 

In her free time, Karin volunteers for Skagit 
Fisheries Enhancement Association, gardens, 
bicycles, hikes, weaves baskets, learns about 
mushrooms and enjoys other earthy ac
tivities. Karin's AmeriCorps tenure with WLT 
will end July 30th (although she's promised 
to help with a few subsequent events). We are 
very sad about her departure, and would like 
to express our sincere appreciation for her 
work and her spirit of curiousity. We encour
age you to join us at the Downtown Sounds 
concert on July 27th to say goodbye to Karin 
and wish her well. 

E-News 
For the latest news and events, join our 

E-News list by entering your email address 
in the upper right-hand corner of our website 
(www.whatcomlandtrust.org). 

Elections 
Officer elections were held at the an

nual board retreat. Mary Dumas is the new 
President, Simi Jain is Vice-President, Harte 
Bressler and Rod Burton retained their posi
tions as Treasurer and Secretary. 
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The Great 
Outdoors Auction 

The 11th annual Great Outdoors 
Auction was held May 7th at the Lake
way Inn ballroom. Over 300 guests and 
volunteers gathered to bid on a wide 
variety of unique items and experiences. 
Outdoor gear, weekend getaways, arts 

10 minutes to assist the Land Trust in 
continuing the protection and steward
ship of the 11,000 acres that have been 
acquired in the last 27 years. 

We wish to extend special recogni
tion and thanks to our auction sponsors: 
Pacific Surveying & Engineering, Whatcom 
Educational Credit Union, ConocoPhillips, 
Lithtex Northwest, Village Books, and the 
Lakeway Inn. We are privileged to receive 

and crafts, garden plants and 
products, local food baskets, 
and much, much more vied 
for the bidder's attention. Over 
$78,000 in gross proceeds was 
raised through a combination of 

Congrats on such a very well 
organized, productive and fun 
Annual Auction. 

live and silent auctions . 
Master of Ceremonies Chuck Rob

inson and Auctioneer Manca Valum got 
the night off to a rousing beginning, 
harkening back to their disco days, all 
while urging attendees to bid heartily for 
the opportunity to be the first in line to 
choose one of the delectable and stunning 
desserts. Board President Mary Dumas 
warmly welcomed the crowd, reflected 
on the organization's recent successes, 
and reminded everyone of the heritage 
of conservation we are leaving for future 
generations. The live auction featured 
unique experiences ranging from sailing 
excursions and picnics to fine dining and 
chocolate tastings, and was characterized 
by much competitive bidding. An Italian 
villa stay, a Glacier Bay cruise, and an eve
ning of fish tacos generated a great deal 
of excitement as our guests clapped and 
urged each other on to higher bidding. 

The biggest highlight of the eve
ning was the outpouring of support 
for the organization during the Fund 
the Work portion of the live auction. 
Over $15,000 was raised in just under 

-Julie Carpenter 

the support of many businesses that make 
the Great Outdoor Auction possible. In fact, 
we could not succeed without the support 
oflocal businesses, but our sponsors truly 
help make the evening a success. Addition
ally, we wish to recognize the assistance 
we received from Boundary Bay Brewery 
& Bistro and Whatcom Sound. 

Lastly, we need to recognize the ef
forts of our volunteers-many began as 
early as January planning and preparing 
for the gala which was coordinated by Jen
nifer Fredrickson. The auction committee 
was led this year by board member Carl 
Prince while the desserts were arranged 
and coordinated by Carol Rondello and 
Laurie Bomstad Heck. Our super volun
teers were Barbara Brandt, Rod Burton, 
Jean Calhoun, Jayme Curley, Tom Emrich, 
Margo Gillaspy, Julia Kerl, Cindy Klein, 
Cynthia Millar, and Rebecca Reich. Spe
cial thanks to staffers Connie Clement, 
Karin Grimlund, and Kelly Pederson. We 
are already looking forward to next year. 
Give us a call if you wish to help make the 
next auction bigger and brighter! 
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President's Message 
One of the wonderful things about my new post as the 

President of the Whatcom Land Trust Board is the opportunity 
to thank so many people, each and every week, who contribute 
their time, talents, and resources to the work that we do. Just 
as diverse as the 11,000 acres the Trust and landowners have 
preserved, are the partners and supporters who work with us as 
visionaries, contributors, and stewards of an invaluable legacy 
of preservation into perpetuity. 

The office is a beehive of activity these days with staff 
combing through the past archives to prepare our application for 
national certification. See the update below for more details. The 
2011 auction helped us secure the essential operational resources 
to power the stewardship, acquisition, and outreach duties that 
bring our mission to life. These outstanding volunteers, led by 
capable staff and an organized leader, have contributed count
less volunteer hours to respond to the changing landscape in 
which we do our work. 

We take seriously our job of connecting people of all ages 
to the land, and hopefully inspiring higher levels of stewardship 
and care for what makes Whatcom County unique. So take us 
up on the offer to get to know Whatcom County's gems. This 
may be on a working farm or forest in our rural communities, a 
marine shoreline on the Salish Sea, or a quiet, shaded riverbed 
in the forested uplands of the Nooksack River. Check out this 
summer's tour schedule and the Junior Stewards program to 
discover a new gem you might not have noticed yet! 

We are privileged to meet so many people who have a deep 
regard for Whatcom County's beauty. Join us this summer for 
one of our events and introduce yourself to someone you may 
not know. You'll be among some of the fine folks who help us get 
this work done. While you might find yourself among unlikely 
allies, we are all partners in a higher, common good. 

Whatcom Land Trust Seeks 
National Accreditation 

Work is underway to complete the 
Whatcom Land Trust's application for 
accreditation by the Land Trust Accredi
tation Commission, an independent pro
gram of the Land Trust Alliance (LTA). 
The Commission awards the accredita
tion seal to community institutions 
that meet national quality standards for 
protecting important natural places and 
working lands. To date, a total of 130 land 
conservation organizations from across 
the country have earned this important 
distinction. In 2012, the Whatcom Land 
Trust aims to add our name to this list. 

The Commission conducts an ex
tensive review of the applicant's policies 
and programs. As an LTA member since 
1994, Whatcom Land Trust board and 
staff members are familiar with the best 
practices in the field of land conserva-

tion; many have presented seminars at 
national and regional LTA conventions 
and served on advisory panels. The op
portunity to seek accreditation has only 
been available to land trusts for the last 
4 years. Whatcom Land Trust is seeking 
accreditation status to further strengthen 
our organization internally and within 
the conservation community. 

Whatcom Land Trust welcomes 
the opportunity to seek accreditation 
and demonstrate the high standards 
employed by the organization over the 
last 27 years. A public comment period 
is now open on our application. The Land 
Trust Accreditation Commission invites 
public input and accepts signed, writ
ten comments on pending applications. 
Comments must relate to how Whatcom 
Land Trust complies with national quality 
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standards. These standards address the 
ethical and technical operation of a land 
trust. For the full list of standards, see 
www.landtrustalliance.org/traininglsp! 
lt-standards-practices07.pdf 

To learn more about the accredi
tation program and to submit a 
comment, visit www.landtrustac
creditation.org. Comments may 
also be faxed or mailed to the 
Land Trust Accreditation Com
mission, Attn: Public Comments: 
(fax) 518-587-3183; (mail) 112 
Spring Street, Suite 204, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866. Comments 
on Whatcom Land Trust's ap
plication will be most useful by 
December 30, 2011. 
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Elk Flats continu,dfrompag, 011 , 

well as Coho, chum, pink, and sockeye salmon, eagles, and elk. 
The Land Trust has named the property Elk Flats. 

Elk Flats is surrounded for miles on each side by commer
cial forestry lands. For years the former owners lived off the grid 
in a 60-year-old cabin, sharing the property with abandoned 
vehicles, auxiliary buildings, machinery, debris, three mobile 
homes, 30 derelict travel trailers, and a mule. The travel trail
ers served as housing for visitors who came to Elk Flats to fight 
paint ball wars, race ORVs, and pan for gold. 

In 2007, the State Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
awarded Whatcom Land Trust a grant of $500,000 to acquire 
the property and remove buildings and debris. Despite an ap
praisal, the owners wanted over twice that amount. Finally, at 
the end of last year, the owners agreed to sell the property for 
$500,000. With the Salmon Grant and an additional $100,000 
matching funds, the Land Trust purchased Elk Flats. Under 
the terms of the sale, the prior owners removed most of their 
belongings, including the mule. Whatcom Land Trust has had 
the buildings demolished and removed. The Land Trust will 
then work with the Lummi Nation to improve in-stream habitat 
and restore riparian areas, wetlands, and forest-to restore Elk 
Flats to its full ecological glory. 

photo: WLT staff 

This debris on the Elk Flats property has been cleaned up. 

Whatcom Land Trust board member Rebecca Reich said: 
"The Land Trust deeply appreciates the exceptional work of 
realtor and former Land Trust board member Julie Carpenter to 
make this important acquisition happen-way beyond the call 
of duty. Sometimes rich rewards require a lot of work. That was 
certainly true here. At least we didn't get left with the mule. " 

The Schornbush Forest grows with donation of the 
Farber Conservation Easement 

photo. Eric Carabba 

Light shines through the trees of the easement newly-donated 
by Dan Farber. 

The Land Trust wrapped up 2010 with a donated conservation 
easement from Dan Farber. Dan committed to perpetual 

protection of the diverse low-land evergreen forest habitat on 
his 17.5-acre property, with majestic western redcedars and 
big leaf maple. Dan's property backs up to the Van Zandt Dike 
and links the Land Trust's 85-acre Schornbush Forest with the 
Jack Family conservation easement now protecting 142.5 acres 
of forestland at the base of remnant state-owned old growth 
forest. Thank you Dan Farber for your priceless donation to 
forever protect this special Whatcom forestland. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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photos: Eric Carabba 

Above: WLT Board member Rand Jack inspects a legacy tree 
at the Watts Family Preserve. 

Right: Lake Whatcom shoreline along the edge of the Watts 
Family Preserve. 

Watts Family Preserve 
I n December 2010, the Watts family sold 17 acres of spec

tacular Lake Whatcom shoreline to the city of Bellingham 
to conserve this special property and thereby protect the water 
quality of the lake. It includes over 2000 feet of lake shoreline 
and a diverse mix of second growth forest. After purchase, the 
City granted a conservation easement to the Land Trust" ... to 
protect the water quality ofLake Whatcom by preserving, and 
where needed, restoring natural ecological functions that act to 
maintain high water quality and reduce or eliminate sources of 
water quality degradation." The conservation easement will also 
allow for the protection and enhancement of wildlife habitat, 
preservation of open space, and will provide opportunities for 
passive recreation. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay --
116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

HAT's OFF 
to Pete Coy, and the Whatcom Events gang who put on 

the Sea to Ski each year, helping more community members 
get connected to the diverse beauty of Whatcom County. 
And thanks to teams who elected to pay an optional fee to 
help offset the carbon impacts of the event. These donations 
are greatly appreciated and will help with acquisition of 
riparian and forest lands along the Nooksack. 

Heartfelt appreciation also to Frank Culp, proprietor of 
Lake Whatcom Railway (www.lakewhatcomrailway.com). 
Frank donated a railroad tie for the gate post at the Ladies 
of the Lake Preserve. A big thank-you, too, to volunteers Jim 
Cool and Nick Saling who helped install the post. 
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Endangered frog found on Land Trust preserve 
Steve Walker, Property Steward 

I n March, field biologists from the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW), 
assisted by Whatcom Land Trust staff member Karin Grimlund, discovered Oregon spotted frog 

egg masses in a flooded field near the Samish River on WLT's Alpine Meadows Preserve. Prior to this 
finding, and one other during March near the Land Trust's Black Slough Preserve on the South Fork of 
the Nooksack River, the species (Rana pretiosa) was not known to be resident in Whatcom County. 

The low-volume calls of the male Oregon spotted frogs resemble the sound of the distant tap
ping of a woodpecker. The frogs breed during late winter or early spring, with females laying their 
eggs communally in areas of shallow water and sparse, emergent wetland vegetation. Eggs hatch in 
18 to 30 days. Tadpoles grow and develop for 13 to 16 weeks, with frogs maturing and beginning to 

© Suzanne L. Collins breed at two or three years of age. 
Oregon spotted frog 
(Rana pretiosa) 

Oregon spotted frogs are almost entirely aquatic in habit, leaving the wetlands only occasion
ally and for short duration. Historically, the shallow floodplain pools that the frogs inhabited were 

drained, diked, and filled to accommodate human needs. In 
the Puget Sound lowlands, existing wetlands represent a small 
proportion of what was present in pre-settlement times. In ad
dition, exotic plants like reed canary grass have changed the 
character of many wetlands and reduced their value as habitat 
for Oregon spotted frogs. 

Historically, the Oregon spotted frog occurred from south
western British Columbia to the northeast corner of California. 
Prior to the recent discoveries in Whatcom County, only three 
populations were known to remain in Washington. It is likely 
the species now lives only on 10% of its former range. Due to 
the limited populations, a status report written for WDFW 
recommended that the Oregon spotted frog be listed as a state 
endangered species. The surveys that revealed the presence of 
the frog on Land Trust property are intended to determine the 
need for federal listing as well. 

photo courtesy WDFW 

Field biologist photographs Oregon spotted frog egg masses. 

Upcoming Summer Events 

Downtown Sounds 
July 27, 2011, 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm, at the corner of Holly and Bay 

Come dance with us and celebrate this year's AmeriCorp Volunteer, Karin 
Grimlund, in her last official event! We'll be helping with Downtown Sounds, which 
is a series of free, live concerts for the entire family. 

Point Whitehorn at Low Tide Hike 
July 30, 2011, 10:00 am -12:00 pm 
limit: 15 

Join former Whatcom County Parks Manager and marine biologist Lynne Givler 
for this exploration of the beach at low tide (-2.0) . She'll help us find and identify ani
mals we don't normally see when the tide is in. The trail at Pt. Whitehorn is %-mile 
long, so a little walking is required. BYO snacks and drinking water. Call WLT at 
650-9470 to reserve your spot on the hike and get directions. 
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Brew-Ha-Ha 
Boundary Bay Brewery's beer gar

den is the site of Whatcom Land Trust's 
annual Brew Ha Ha on Saturday October 
1st. The function celebrates the uniqueness 
of Whatcom places and is sponsored by 
ConocoPhillips Ferndale Refinery, Pacific 
Survey and Engineering, and the generous 
folks at Boundary Bay Brewery & Bistro. 
We are seeking volunteers to assist in the 
planning and staffing of the event, so come 
join in the fun. Whatcom Land Trust has 
now preserved over 11,000 acres and cre
ated 14 county parks. We think that calls 
for a celebration! For more information 
contact the Land Trust office at 650-9470 
or email jerry@whatcomlandtrust.org 



Stewardship Hero: John Bretner 
Alan Fritzberg 

"Each week, I go to a 
Whatcom Land Trust property 
and work, but also walk around, 
which usually makes it an enjoy
able and satisfying day. Friday, 
for example, I saw bear, coyote, 
and cougar tracks, a patch of 
beautiful bitter cress, a trillium 
blooming in the sun, more than 
10 birds, and a Lorquin's admi
ral butterfly. I collected litter, 
dug up blackberry, pulled herb 
Robert, and monitored some 
trees and cuttings we planted." 

-John Bremer. 

he worked with the Nature Con
servancy in Illinois on prairie 
restoration projects. 

While some of us help 
steward the Trust lands on an 
occasional basis, John Bremer is 
"always there" whether as part 
of an organized volunteer effort ' 

From this quote of John's, we can 
understand something of what motivates 
him to be regularly out on the land 
whether alone or as part of an organized 
group effort. In answer to the question 
of why, he said he likes working in the 
dirt, the physical effort, and a sense of 
payback for damage to the land. John 
has been stewarding Whatcom Land 
Trust properties since 2006. Before that 

or by himself attacking Scotch 
broom, buddleia, blackberries, 
and other unwanted plants. On 
his own he has eradicated inva
sive plants from several Trust 
properties and in the case of the 
White Deer property, John initi
ated and carried out the removal 
of a large infestation of Yellow 
Archangel. While regular volun
teers average about three hours 
per month, John puts in 70 to 90 
hours per month. 

photo: Alan Fritzberg 

John Bremer at work at Maple Creek Reach. 

In its 27-year history, Whatcom 
Land Trust has done an incredible job 
of conserving land vital to habitat for 
the wild creatures, our water supplies, 
and restoration the Nooksack River and 
its tributaries for salmon and trout. As 
the acres of protected land have grown, 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Purchase of this 800 feet of riverfront will help protect many species of salmon. 
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so has the need for efforts to steward 
these lands. 

We owe a large debt of gratitude to 
John Bremer for the effort he has made to 
help Whatcom Land Trust be responsible 
for the properties under its care. 

Thank you, John! 

Maple Creek 
Reach Purchased 

With substantial funding from 
the Washington State Salmon Recovery 
Funding Board, Whatcom Land Trust in 
December 2010 purchased a 17-acre prop
erty near Maple Falls on the North Fork of 
the Nooksack River to restore and protect 
salmon habitat. Since the acquisition, 
the Trust has partnered with Nooksack 
Salmon Enhancement Association to 
remove a sizeable patch of Scotch broom 
and re-establish a diverse riparian forest. 
Several work parties have been held to pull 
the weeds and prepare for planting. 
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Jr. Stewards Summer Program 
Free Summer Environmental Education Program 

for Elementary-age Kids and their Families 

Hey Kids! Want to visit some secret places and be surrounded by natural beauty? Then 
let's go! Whatcom Land Trust's Junior Steward Program is designed to help you and your family 
discover new places right here in Whatcom County! To participate, download the booklet from 
our website www.whatcomlandtrust.org or come by our office to get a copy. Complete as many 
of the four chapters as you can by visiting sites and doing activities. 

Jr. Stewards Wrap up 
August 19, 2011 

Get your Reflect & Respond sheet turned in to Whatcom Land Trust so you can be entered 
into the drawing for cool prizes. This sheet will also provide the Land Trust with valuable 
information on where to hold our concluding work party event. 

Jr. Stewards Culminating Work Party 
August 27, 2011, 10 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Location to be determined by Jr. Steward Reflect & Respond Sheets 

Hey Jr. Stewards! Let's use the information you've gathered to make the land healthier. We'll 
work together for awhile and then celebrate the summer with refreshments and the drawing for 
super cool prizes! See our website for location. 
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Catalyst for Change 
Rand Jack 

On October 27, 2010 Whatcom Land Trust purchased a 
130-acre former poplar plantation located south of Acme 

on the South Fork of the Nooksack River. When we ·signed the 
purchase and sale agreement with Pacifica Poplar Inc. on Feb. 
27, 2009, about 50,000 upright sixty-foot tall hybrid cottonwood 
poplar trees grew on the property. Under the agreement, the 
trees were to be removed, roots and all, and the transaction 
completed in the fall of 2009. When the fall closing date ar
rived, the 50,000 trees had been uprooted and stacked on the 
property in nine piles measuring over 20 feet high and 400 to 
500 feet long. The contractor charged with removing the trees 
was nowhere to be found. 

Fall 2010 

One thing the Land Trust wanted even less than the prop
erty with 50,000 growing poplar trees was the property with 
50,000 poplar trees stacked on it, roots and all. We managed 
to negotiate an extension of the purchase contract providing 
safeguards to the Land Trust and giving us the right to buy the 
property if the trees were removed and the ... continued on page four 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Darrell Gray of Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association super
vises restoration of Landingstrip Creek on the Catalyst Property. 

Auction Purchase Expands Samish River Preserve 

Whatcom Land Trust did something 
it had never done before in June. 

We purchased a property in a sealed bid 
public auction, and a substantial property 
at that. We acquired 453 acres of forest
land east of Wickersham from Trillium 
Corporation for $955,000. The acquisition 
protects significant spawning habitat 
in Ennis Creek, wetland and riparian 
habitat along the upper Samish River, and 
forestland habitat for elk, bear, and other 
wildlife. Money to buy the Wickersham 
block came from a settlement agreement 
with Shell Oil for the payment of fines 
levied by the Washington Department of 

Ecology as a result of the 1999 Whatcom 
Creek gasoline explosion and fire. 

Whatcom Land Trust has worked 
for the past six years to protect and en
hance the headwaters of the Samish River, 
including its major tributary Ennis Creek. 
The Samish River Preserve project began 
with a partnership of the Land Trust, 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group, and 
Whatcom County Public Works to acquire 
50 acres along Ennis Creek, to return the 
creek to its previous vigor as a meander
ing Coho salmon spawning ground, and 
to build a new bridge across Ennis Creek. 
Since then we have acquired five more 
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properties and with the addition of the 
Wickersham block, the Samish River 
Preserve totals 650 acres. 

Because of the importance of a por
tion of the Wickersham block to the ef
fectiveness of the Samish River Preserve, 
we had tried several times to acquire the 
most salmon-sensitive part of the Wick
ersham holding from Trillium. But the 
company had been unwilling to divide the 
property. When the auction opportunity 
arose, we knew this was our best chance, 
perhaps our only chance, to protect vital 
upper Samish/Ennis Creek salmon habi
tat. After careful ... continued on page five 



Andrea Norton 
We're very happy to have Andrea Norton 

as this year's Whatcom 
Community College 
Work-Study Student. 
Andrea was born and 
raised in Lacey, Wash
ington. She moved all 
around the country for 
about seven years. Ar
riving in Bellingham in 
fall 2010 opened new opportunities for school, 
work, and new acquaintances. She's pursuing 
a major in environmental science out of devo
tion to nature and determination to achieve 
something her parents could not. Andi sees 
herself helping preserve habitats in the future 
so no human construction can destroy it. She 
believes the earth should be shared between 
people, plants, and animals. 

Karin Grimlund 
Karin Grimlund, 

our new AmeriCorps 
volunteer, comes from 
Minneapolis, Minne
sota. However, she feels 
at home in the Pacific 
Northwest since her 
father is a Bellingham 
native. Karin will serve 
as the Land Trust's Volunteer Coordinator 
during 2010-2011. She is responsible for co
ordinating restoration work parties, recruit
ing new groups of volunteers, and assisting 
with outreach events. Guiding volunteers in 
restoration work is particularly gratifying for 
her, as she routinely sees volunteers develop 
a hands-on, healing relationship with the 
natural world. 

Karin comes with experience in conserva
tion from work with the Minnesota Conserva
tion Corps, and as an intern at a diversified 
livestock farm in Decorah, Iowa. She enjoys 
working at the intersection of conservation 
and sustainable agriculture, and hopes to 
develop a career in environmental education 
with a focus on reconnecting food systems 
with ecosystems. 

While not at work, Karin can be found 
hunting for edible mushrooms, watching 
birds, investigating plants, and in general, 
exploring her natural surroundings. 
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South Fork Bicycle Tour 
On September 25, 2010, 

a dozen folks joined 
Whatcom Land Trust staff 
members as we bicycled our 
way through conservation 
properties at the south end of 
Lake Whatcom and along the 
South Fork/Saxon area. The 
group enjoyed a beautiful fall 
day as we meandered beside 
a dozen WLT-protected sites 
along the 20-mile route. Ken Carrasco 
welcomed the group to his property and 
entertained us with his interesting stories 
before we continued on our way. The 
tour ended with a lunch stop at the Blue 

Mountain Grill, which provided a pleas
ant lunch despite their power being out. 
The tour was a great way to see many of 
the South Fork properties WLT has been 
working to protect. 

Thank You, BrewHaHa Supporters 
We owe a great deal of thanks to 

a number of people that made the Bre
wHaHa such a fun event. First, we should 
acknowledge the generosity ofBoundary 
Bay Brewery & Bistro. Boundary Bay sup
ports the entire non-profit community by 
providing their beer garden venue free 
of charge to groups in the community. 
Secondly, we are fortunate to receive the 
support of Grow Northwest, Whats Up!, 
Cascadia Weekly, WECU, ConocoPhillips, 
Glacier Lily Design, REI and the Foothills 
Gazette in promoting the event. Thirdly, 
the event wouldn't be near as much fun if 

it wasn't for the entertainment provided 
by the Bellingham Storytellers Guild, 
Michael Watters and the Second Story 
Players, Bentgrass, and the fine sound of 
the End of the Road String Band. Lastly, 
we owe a huge thanks to the great folks 
at Pacific Survey & Engineering who 
manned the barbecues and produced the 
perfect bratwurst to complement Bound
ary Bay's Stewardship Brew. Thanks to 
all of our volunteers and if you get a mo
ment, thank those businesses and groups 
named above who made it all possible! 

Conservation Partners Breakfast 
Our annual Business Conservation 

Partners breakfast will be hosted by Cas
cade Joinery on January 20th, 2011. Look 
for your invitation in the mail soon. In
terested in learning more about how your 

business can support the work of land 
conservation and Whatcom Land Trust? 
Contact Jerry DeBacker at 650-9470 or 
jerry@wha"tcomlandtrust.org. 
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President's Message 
' 

Dear Friends of Whatcom Land Trust, 
We are closing in on the end of a really phenomenal year 

for the Trust! The past twelve months have been successful both 
in new land protected (just over 1,000 acres by my unofficial 
count) as well as internal improvements with how we work to
gether and manage our land and our organization. Neither land 
nor organizational changes would have been possible without 
our staff and board members. 

Most importantly, these additional lands and internal 
changes would not be possible without the interest, support, and 
participation of the Whatcom community - you! This support 
is not limited to Whatcom Land Trust, but bestowed on all of 
our local nonprofits-whether environmental, so.cial, youth, 
health, literacy, music, education, or other. It is truly wonder
ful to live in a community that understands the importance of 
place, and that recognizes, supports, and champions the value 
of place each day. 

The fullness oflocal community support here at home is 
something I have appreciated, and greatly marveled at, since my 
family moved here nearly ten years ago. Larger cities may have 
more resources, but few demonstrate a stronger level of com
mitment than does Whatcom County. This commitment shows 
in the strength of our nonprofits and in our daily standard of 
living, and was brought home recently when Mauri Ingram and 
staff at the Whatcom Community Foundation hosted a seminar 
on nonprofit board development at the American Museum of 
Radio and Electricity. 

Attending for the Land Trust, I was able to sit with 
members of the Whatcom Humane Society, ReSources, NSEA, 
Western, and other organizations that affect each of us as indi
viduals and collectively as community. While the seminar was 

on building nonprofit boards, the recurring theme was on the 
duty of nonprofits to continually link back with those we serve. 
Local values are the compass for any nonprofit organization, 
and our plans and actions become the roadmap for fulfilling 
community needs. Local values define our reputation and mis
sion, establish our priorities (those issues critical to neighbors, 
businesses, and partners), and provide access to resources 
including funding and local talent for committee, board, and 
staff expertise. In return, it is our responsibility to maintain our 
ethics and assure delivery of our mission, to share good news, 
and to turn dreams into reality. 

So, as we near the end of the year I am happy to share 
with you the continued good news of Whatcom Land Trust and 
the reality of more than 10,000 permanently protected acres of 
special land -- our grand total after 26 years of work. As I wrap 
up my two-year stint as your president, I want to thank each of 
you for your role in this good news, and express my gratitude for 
the opportunity to represent a great organization and to work 
with an even greater community. 

Each day, my family wakes to the simple mantra of "we live 
here." This is both an affirmation and a commitment, and after 
seven years on the Board of Directors, I continue to believe that 
the best way to protect and grow what makes Whatcom County 
special is through permanent land protection and the mission 
of Whatcom Land Trust. I hope you will continue to join me as I 
support the efforts of the Trust, as well as all of those important 
nonprofits and values that make this such a special place. 

On behalf of Whatcom Land Trust, I wish you a great 
holiday season and best wishes for 2011. 

Sincerely, 

Great Outdoors Auction is Coming 
Are you in need oflittle something 

to look forward to? Pull out the big 
marker and circle Saturday May 7, 2011 
on your calendar. Join your friends at 
the 11th annual Great Outdoors Auction, 
enjoy local food and refreshments, and 
support the best little local land trust in 
the Puget Sound! 

Are you thinking this is the year 

you need to get more involved in local 
land conservation? Consider serving on 
the Auction committee. Sure, you don't 
have the glamorous sweat of the outdoor 
work parties, but you do get to conclude 
your work with a darn fine party- the 
Great Outdoors Auction! Committee work 
will begin mid-January and continues for 
5 months in an effort to plan and create 
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the auction. Members of the committee 
need not be present at every meeting to be 
effective as there are a variety of tasks that 
can be completed as needed. If you are in
terested in helping on this year's auction, 
please call the office 650-9470 or email to 
Americorps@whatcomlandtrust.org. 
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ground restored before the end of 2010. When the Land Trust 
finally purchased the property this October, a year and 8 months 
after the initial agreement, the trees were gone and the property 
was bare, raked clear of sticks over 2 inches in diameter. 

Why would Whatcom Land Trust want to purchase a 
bare-ground former poplar plantation? With an $825,000 
grant from the State Salmon Recovery Funding Board for the 
acquisition, the reason has to be salmon habitat, in this case 
salmon habitat and partnerships. Located adjacent to or nearby 
several Whatcom Land Trust protected sites, this acquisition is 
a high priority for salmon recovery on the South Fork. In addi
tion to protecting nearly 2 miles of salmon rearing habitat, the 

New board members 
respond to the Pacifica 
Poplar acquisition: 

Taking on projects like this heavily 
disturbed piece ofland and restoring 
it to provide, in this case, enhanced 
salmon habitat in the long run will be 
just as important as purchasing areas 
of pristine forest or farm land. I think 
it is wise that the Land Trust is mak-
ing decisions now that look not just at 
protecting undisturbed land but having 
the foresight to help restore some lands 
that will be healthy and beautiful in the 
future. Conservation is about the future 
and the Pacifica Poplar Property is a 
great example of Whatcom Land Trust 
having a vision that looks beyond today. 

Carl Prince 

I love sharing the exhilaration within 
the board when a complex, long-range 
vision for securing land like the Pacifica 
Poplar property is accomplished. Vi
sion, patience, persistence, partnering 
(NSEA), and timing of decisive action all 
play a part in this land dance. 

The Pacifica Poplar project is different 
from the beautiful wild places the WLT 
has saved. How exciting to look ahead 
decades to its restoration as salmon 
habitat by NSEA. 

Jayme Curley 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Once diverted into a culvert, this 
restored stream has already become a 

spawning site for Salmon. 

property performs a 
significant water 
storage· function 
that helps maintain 
stream flow in the 
South Fork during 
dry summer months 
when low water and 
high temperatures 
are harmful to salm-
on. Most important
ly, the acquisition 
will facilitate work 
by our partners, the 
Nooksack Salmon 
Enhancement As
sociation (NSEA) 
and the Nooksack 
Tribe, in implement
ing critical salmon 
habitat restoration 

for the recovery of endangered South Fork Chinook Salmon. 
Back in 2007, NSEA began accumulating grants to acquire 

and restore this property, but was unable to come to terms with 
the owner. When Whatcom Land Trust secured the right to buy 
the property, NSEA was ready to begin work even before the 
poplar piles were gone. Already, NSEA has removed a manure 
lagoon and rehabilitated several thousand feet of Landingstrip 
Creek and its tributaries. They liberated one of the tributaries 
from a thousand feet of buried culvert and transformed it into 
a spawning-friendly, meandering stream supplemented with 
large woody debris and streamside plantings. In the next two 
years NSEA will plant and restore 90 acres of forested wetlands 
and riparian forest. We hope to return the driest 40 acres to 
agricultural use. 

Darrell Gray, NSEA Project Manager commented: "Owner
ship of the property by Whatcom Land Trust for conservation 
purposes will allow the property to be restored over time to 
its historical condition benefiting multiple native aquatic and 
terrestrial species, some presently listed under the Endangered 
Species Act. The Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association 
is excited to partner with WLT over the next several years to 
restore habitat critical to Salmon Recovery." 

At a NSEA work-party on November 13, cosponsored by REI, 
78 volunteers planted 400 native plants on the reclaimed property 
and a pair of Coho salmon appeared in the resurrected stream. 

The Nooksack Tribe is our other valued salmon recovery 
partner in this venture. A 2006 study by the Tribe identified th is 
site, in conjunction with adjacent Land Trust property as having 
high wetland potential to benefit Chinook salmon. Acquisition 
of the property will facilitate implementation of plans by the 
Nooksack Tribe for major in-stream habitat enhancement in 
this stretch of the South Fork. 

Acquisition of this former poplar plantation highlights 
the duel role Whatcom Land Trust plays in effective uti

lization of State Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board 
funds - protecting habitat 
and facilitating restoration 
work by our partners in this 
long-term effort to recover 
salmon populations in the 
Nooksack River and Puget 
Sound. The project also il
lustrates the importance of 
patience and persistence, 
two traits that are well prac
ticed by the Land Trust. 
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Ennis Creek flows noisily along its way to the Samish River. 

Wickersham· continuedf,ompageone 

thought, we decided to go for it. And now we are thinking about 
what to do with the upland portion of the Wickersham block that 
is not so essential to the health of the upper Samish. One option 
is a trade for other land with greater habitat value. For now, at 
least, we can rest assured that the Samish River Preserve, with 
the salmon and other creatures that depend on it, is bigger and 
better than ever. 

Successful bidders in a sealed bid auction, especially 
novices like us, often have an uneasy feeling when it is all over. 
Were we the only bidders? Did we pay too much? In this case, 
we had the good fortune to learn that we were not the only bid
ders and that our bid was close to second highest bid. So, we 
can feel good not only that we have furthered our mission to 
protect special Whatcom places, but also that we have ventured 
into the strange world of sealed bid land auctions and didn't do 
too badly there. 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 

Kids, Parents Appreciate 
Jr. Stewards Program 

This year's Jr. Stewards program wrapped up in August, 
and the feedback we received was very positive. The program 
is a summer, environmental education program for kids and 
their families. At the beginning of the summer, kids receive a 
booklet ( developed by Randy Leventhal) with activities to do at 
3 specific, WLT properties and 1 site of their own choosing. For 
each site visited, they were entered into a drawing for prizes. We 
distributed over 200 booklets this year and had a 50% increase 
in participation in the drawing over last year! Here's what some 
of the parents had to say: 

I just wanted you to know how much my boys and I 
have enjoyed exploring different parts of Whatcom County 
these last two years. If it wasn't for your Jr. Steward Program 
we would have never known about such wonderful hikes 
such as Squires Lake or been able to explore the shoreline of 
Teddy Bear cove. 

We loved the information about woodpeckers at Stimp
son Family Nature Reserve. My 6-year old was delighted to 
find many pecked trees. The call "That one is from a hairy 
woodpecker!" was heard often on the hike. 

I went with 3 Jr. Stewards ages 6-8 to Stimpson yester
day. They loved all of the fungus we found but they were tired 
at the end. Great place. These are all kids who love the out
doors and to add a bit of "education" that's fun is great. 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated 

Julie Carpenter, A.B.R., G.R.1. 

"Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WLT." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext 3040 
Toll Free: (800) 723-1313, Ext. 3040 

E-Mail: juliecarpenter@remax.net 
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Recent Enhancement and Restoration Projects Steve Walker 

Explorers Build Nesting Boxes for WLT & REI Co-sponsor Work 
WLT Preserves Party at City Parkland 

On Make-a-Difference-Day 
in October, the Whatcom Land 
Trust office was converted into 
a workshop! Fifteen elementary
age girls from the Explorers' Club 
Program constructed wood duck 
nesting boxes for future instal
lation on Land Trust properties. 
The Explorers' Clubs for boys 
and girls are sponsored by Whatcom Wild, a local non-profit 
with the mission to foster lifelong appreciation for the natural 
world, instilling a deep sense of connection and wonder through 
outdoor exploration, and a strong ethic of service through com
munity stewardship. To learn more about the Explorers' Clubs 
and Whatcom Wild, visit http://wildwhatcom.org/. The Land 
Trust salutes all the girls for their hard work and attention to 
quality. WLT looks forward to the installation work party and 
the new homes for waterfowl on Land Trust preserves. 

Whatcom Land Trust is continuing historic agricultural use at 
several preserves with active leases for the harvest of hay. Work
ing with local farmers to cut open fields is a mutually beneficial 
relationship. Farmers secure feed for livestock and the Trust 
receives assistance with management of properties that would 
otherwise be invaded by weeds and non-native species. 

photos: Steve Walker 

Your Support is Vital 
Did you happen to notice the arrival of our annual ap

peal letter in your mailbox? Your support of our once-a-year 
appeal is the lifeblood of our organization. We depend upon 
your generosity. Visit our webpage for a secure and easy way to 
make a donation today. Or consider making a donation through 
your workplace giving program. Some of our supporters have 

E-News 
If you haven't been getting our E-News, you're missing out 

on the latest events and announcements. To receive E-News, go 
to www.whatcomlandtrust.org. In the upper right-hand corner 
is a block that says, "Sign Up for Email Updates." Go there and 
input your email address. Twice a month you'll receive up-to-date 
information pertinent to our supporters. As always, Whatcom 
Land Trust does not share or sell its email or address list. 

Nearly 50 people contributed to a work party on Make
a-Difference-Day at the City of Bellingham's Chuckanut Ridge 
Wetland. Whatcom Land Trust holds a conservation easement 
on the 17-acre property west of the Interurban Trail. Volun
teers pulled invasive weeds and restored the landscape where 
unauthorized trails had been built through sensitive wetlands. 
The Bellingham REI store co-sponsored the event and provided 
T-shirts for all volunteers. Starbuck's provided coffee and treats. 
Additional work parties this fall included restoration projects 
at WLT's Racehorse and Fenton Preserves. The Trust extends a 
heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers and our work party part
ners. To help out with upcoming work parties, contact WLT's 
Volunteer Coordinator, Karin Grimlund, at AmeriCorps@ 
whatcomlandtrust.org or 650-9470. 

Hay Harvest on WLT Land 

found the easiest way to help is to make an automatic donation 
on a monthly basis. It is fast, convenient, and your gift quickly 
adds up! 

Use the envelope that came in the mail, go online, or give 
us a call at the office. Just don't forget to support the preserva
tion of the best of Whatcom places! 

Holiday Shopping? 
Need to get holiday gifts for friends or family? Check out 

Whatcom Land Trust's gift items online or at the Allied Arts 
Holiday Market, located at 3548 Meridian St. The Festival is open 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Wednesdays - Sundays until Dec. 24th. 
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Conservation Motivations 
Mary Dumas 

Whatcom Land Trust's work in the area ofland acquisitions 
and conservation easements draws on the talent and in

sights of a wide-range of professionals skilled in the area of real 
estate transactions. We caught up with Realtors Rebecca Reich, 
Julie Carpenter, and Danne Neill, three long-time supporters, to 
learn more about the origins of their strong land preservation 
ethics and what motivates them to protect the special places 
and open spaces in our communities. 

Julie, Rebecca, and Danne were each drawn to Whatcom 
County's unique brand of beauty and settled here over 25 years 
ago. While each had a unique journey to get here, they share a 
similar childhood story of time spent discovering nature's open 
pastures, forested lots, and beaches near their childhood homes 
and travels to national parks, new landscapes, and large open 
preserves. These experiences galvanized a deep appreciation 
for the natural world in each of these women. 

Danne grew up in Seattle and was inspired by her mother's 
work to build a real estate practice at a time when women were 
not heavily represented in the industry. Danne, like her mother, 
raises questions regarding the treatment ofland during devel
opment and works to increase awareness of the value of land 
preservation and the tools available to land owners to participate 
in that endeavor. Danne enjoys "talking with people about 
different land uses, why it is important that natural lands are 
maintained for our drinking water, air quality, and our children 
as well as educating people on methods of conservation and 
legal constructs to secure the long-term vision of open space 
and active farmlands." 

All three women expressed a concern regarding the long 
term picture of lands in Whatcom County. Julie shares that it 
is important to consider "how we as humans can best help to 
reduce our negative physical impacts on the planet, such as re
ducing population growth and preservation of natural resources. 
Preservation of undeveloped land and the natural functions 
these lands play is a logical choice for investment locally, par
ticularly in the types of properties WLT champions." 

Julie, Rebecca, and Danne have each participated in WLT 
projects to secure lands for preservation. Julie shared thoughts 
regarding a recent WLT project, "I was able to assist WLT with a 
recent acquisition of forested lands. It was very meaningful work 
for me to represent the Trust to help convert what the sellers 
considered to be developable residential property to a preserve 
that protects the surrounding watershed uplands and spawning 
habitat headwaters of a stretch of California Creek." 

Rebecca has woven the WLT's work into her real estate 
practice long before serving on the board of di rectors. For years, 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Rebecca Reich and Danne Neill at the Schornbush Forest. 

Whatcom Places I and II have been her closing gifts to clients, 
who without exception cite the area's natural beauty as a pri
mary draw to living here. Educating clients and colleagues about 
our special places and local preservation efforts underway is an 
integral part of Rebecca's work to support newcomers in their 
settling in process. 

WLT's successes 
in land conservation 
have been accomplished 
through the good works 
of many, many fine in
dividuals who recognize 
the immediacy of our ef
forts to preserve Whatcom 
County's special places. 
We are grateful for Julie, 
Danne, and Rebecca's ac
tive and sustained support 
of our work, as well as all 
the other real estate bro
kers we did not feature in 
this issue. Thank You! 

CONSULTANTS , LL C 
TREE AND WOODLAND PRESERVATION 

CON S U L T I NG A RBOR I STS 
WORKING WITH NEW LAKE WHATCOM ORDINANCES 

SITE ANALYSIS AND MITIGATION PLANS 

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

TREE APPRAISALS 

TREE HAZARD AND RISK ASSESSMENT 

STATE OF THE ART TESTING EQUIPMENT 

DISEASE, DECAY AND DEFECT EVALUATION 

FRUIT AND SMALL ORNAMENTAL TREE PRUNING 

INSURED FOR ALL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROVIDED 

www.arbo reaco n s u lta nts . com 
a rborea. cons u I t @m a c.c o m 

360.393.7283 

PAU L HANS 

THOMPSON 

PN- 1 838A 

AMO, C A>I IO< " TV•/ 
CO NSU1 n >1 (. <• •0• rn1 

G RADU ATE 
& M E MBER 
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Explore the Outdoors! 
Bald Eagle Tour 
Saturday, December 18, 2010 10:00-12 :30 

Celebrate the holidays with magnificent Bald Eagles! This Eagle tour will visit a popular 
eagle fishing site protected by Whatcom Land Trust. Learn about the local recovery of this 
endangered species and of the current threats to its food source. See local places where eagles 
like to roost and watch the birds in action! 

Call 650-9470 to register. 
Tours are open to everyone. The tours are free to WLT supporters. Suggested donation of 

$5 - $10 donation for others. (You can become a WLT supporter for only $35/family!) 

We Want Your Opinion 
We are assessing our communication and need to hear from you and the people you know. 
Please complete and share the short survey at: surveymonkey.com/s/HLB9DNC. Thanks 

Stay tuned: Snow Goose Expert coming in February 
Vasily Baranyuk, Senior Scientist of the Wrangel Island Nature Reserve of Moscow, Russia, 

will be in Bellingham in February. Whatcom Land Trust is hoping to co-host him with the Lummi 
Island Heritage Trust and North Cascades Audubon Society. For 20 years Baranyuk studied snow 
geese in the Wrangel Island ecosystem and Skagit-Fraser wintering areas. His presentations, 
designed to appeal to a wide variety of audiences, will be a mix of lecture, high quality photos, 
and digital video. Join our E-News or check our website for the specific date. 
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Elk Habitat Enhancement 
This winter WLT Property Steward Steve Walker 

met with wildlife biologists from the Tulalip 
and Stillaguamish tribes regarding potential habitat 
enhancement efforts on WLT lands to encourage 
increased numbers oflocal elk. The North Cascades 
herd, also referred to as the Nooksack herd, is one 
of 10 distinct populations in Washington state. 
Although numbers are uncertain, Washington De
partment of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) personnel 
estimate approximately 700 animals in the current 
North Cascades herd, up from a low of around 300. 
WDFW and the regional tribes share a goal of fur
ther increasing the herd size. Habitat enhancement 
efforts underway in other areas of the state include 
planting late-season forage grasses in remote areas 
away from agricultural lands where elk can be prob
lematic. Whatcom Land Trust is considering the use 
of its Hutchinson Creek property for this program. 

photo: ©Patrick Holleran 

A young bull elk feeds in an open, prairie-like area-the kind of habitat 
required for elk to thrive. Whatcom Land Trust works to restore the 
habitat condition of its protected open space properties. 

An Exciting Way to Help 

photo : Alan Fritzberg 

Coming soon to a mailbox near you ... your invitation to the 10th Great Outdoors 
Auction!! It will be an evening filled with the best of Whatcom county beers and 
wines, the finest food, and auction items galore. The auction provides you with an 
opportunity to bid on fine arts and crafts, gourmet treats, tastings, dinners, vacation 
stays, and so much more. Excursions range from outings on water, land, and air, hikes 
in the foothills to sunset sailing on the bay. You might find the perfect gift for mom 
or that something special for the garden. The evening gives you a chance to mingle 
with friends, enjoy a great meal, and foolishly outbid other Land Trust supporters to 
get that decadent Death by Chocolate dessert! 

The auction is scheduled for Saturday, May 8th at the Lakewc1,v lnr'l & Cor'!ver'ltion 
Center, 5-lOpm. Mark your calendar now, and plan to join in the celebration of25 years 
and 10,000 acres conserved! Our volunteers are busy soliciting and ecuring auction 
items from throughout the county. When your invitation arrives in the mail, you wiJ1 
want to act quickly to secure your seat as the v nt has sold out each and every y ar! 
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Goodbye Dawn 
After nearly a decade as the bookkeeper 

for WLT, Dawn Sodt has left the Land Trust 
to complete her Master's in Education as an 
art teacher. 

We will miss Dawn's cheerful demeanor 
and institutional knowledge, but are 
inspired by her sense of adventure and 
belief that you are never too old to pursue 
a new goal. Thank you, Dawn, for years of 
camaraderie and attention to detail here at 
the WLT office. 

Thank You, Pamela Jull 
Last summer, as our aged computer 

server churned away to handle the load of 
a busy WLT staff, we received a wonder
ful gift. Pamela Juli of Applied Research 
Northwest offered us their beefy server! It 
was a very timely gift, and we are so grate
ful. Thank you, Pamela! 

Kelly Pederson, Our 
New Accountant 

Kelly (Thompson) Pederson is a self
employed accountant in Bellingham ( dba 
Just Enough Accounting and Administra
tive Services). She has a BA in Business 
Management/Human Resources from 
WWU, and is active in the Roosevelt neigh
borhood, Grateful Dogs, and PTA. She 
is also a member of a multi-generational 
Bellingham family. Kelly is excited to have 
the opportunity to work with the wonderful 
Board of Directors and staff at WLT. 

Volunteer Work Parties 
Whatcom Land Trust volunteers were busy this past winter. Each month, from 

November to January, had at least one work party in the county. 
After spending three weekends in as many months on the barn deconstruction 

site, order is finally being restored to the Mulka Preserve. The majority of the timber, 
is still in great shape and can be reused for other construction projects, including bat 
boxes. The shakes can be used for kindling, and nails and metal will be recycled. 

January marked the first month of the year~long "Give A Day. Get A Disney Day." 
program. By participating in this program, the 
Whatcom Land Trust offers families and indi
viduals the chance to earn a free ticket to a Disney 
theme park of their choice. This has turned out to 
be a great motivator. Families have traveled from 
as far as Vancouver, B.C. to attend our events, and 
work p~rty attendance has tripled. 

Our most recent work party took place at 
the Ladies of the Lake Preserve, at the southern 
tip of Lake Whatcom. Beta Alpha Psi, the honors 
society for financial information students from 
WWU, along with community volunteers, 
restored open space on the property by 
removing barbed wire fencing and Hima-
layan blackberry. With enthusiasm and 
determination, they reached their goal 
and finished the job! Kudos! 

A big "thank you!" to Erin Baker's 
Wholesome Baked Goods for donating 
breakfast cookies for all the volunteers at 
the Ladies of the Lake work party. They 
were delicious and gave needed energy. 

photo: Laura Wallace 

Volunteer at Mulka work party. 

Whatcotn 
Junior Stew 

Kicko 
June 12, 2010 fr 

at the Marine Park 
This spring and summer, Whatcom 

Land Trust looks forward to work parties 
involved with tree planting, knotweed 
removal, and building and installing bat 

Come explore the beach at low ti 
second annual Juni 

boxes. Keep an eye out for announce
ments on the WLT website. Be sure and 
sign up quickly -spots fill up fast! 

In this free summer environme 
receive a booklet for self-guide 

during the summer. (Booklets wi 
whatcomlandtrust.org if y 

HENDERSON BOOKS 
Whatcom County, Inc. 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experience Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 
• .,,,,,..,,..,0 ... m ~ 
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Upcoming Spring Tours 
We have five tours coming up. We hope you 1 ll join us! Free to WLT members. 
Suggested$ 5-$10 donation for non-members. Memberships start at $35/family. 
For more information and to register, call Whatcom Land Trust at 650-9470. 

Spring at Edfro Creek Macroinvertebrates ! Mountain Goat Viewing 
Sat., April 3, 9am - 2pm 
Doug Huddle • Limit: 12 

Salmonberry begins to cover the forest floor, 
the trail is wet, but all around are signs of 
spring! Enjoy a moderately strenuous, 3-mile 
hike through this relatively remote area of the 
South Fork. Doug's passion for the outdoors is 
contagious, particularly in the spring months. 

Waterproof footwear that is calf-high & 
comfortable is necessary. Layered clothing and 
rain gear recommended. Bring ten essentials 
day pack (required), trail lunch & beverage, 
binoculars, cameras and tripods. Walking sticks 
and good gloves are encouraged. 

nd Trust's 
dsProgram 
2010 
10:30 to 12:30 

elter in Fairhaven 

to begin Whatcom Land Trust's 
Stewards Program. 

I education program children 
ours and activities to complete 
/so be available online at www. 
cannot attend this event.) 

Sat., April 17, 10am - Noon 
Randy Leventhal • Limit: 20 

Hey kids! This tour's especially for you! Join 
environmental educator Randy Leventhal to 
discover the macroinvetebrates of Squires 
Lake. These tiny creatures indicate the health 
of the lake and surrounding area. 

Be prepared for a steep hike up to the lake. 
Wear layered clothing and be ready for rain. A 
journal and pen could be helpful. 

Deming Homestead Tour 
Sun., April 25, 1 :30 - 3:30pm 
Diane Garmo & Russ Pfeiffer-Hoyt 
Limit: 15 

Diane Garmo's land near Deming has been in 
her family for generations, and her connection 
with it is deep. Join Diane and trail-builder Russ 
Ffeiffer-Hoyt as they walk through the woods 
and tell the stories of the land. Layered clothing 
and rain gear recommended. 

Nest Boxes & Bat Boxes 
Sat., May 1, 10am - Noon 
Leader: Tricia Otto • Limit: 12 

Explore the world of bats and cavity nesting 
birds with Tricia Otto on her preserve. Learn 
about large and small boxes, choosing the 
right box for the right species and picking an 
appropriate site. We'll look in Wood Duck Boxes, 
hoping to see incubating ducks or Saw-Whet 
Owls. Chickadees should be in their boxes and 
our two species of cavity nesting swallows should 
be choosing their sites. Bat habitat architecture 
will also be available to see and discuss. 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 
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Sat., May 22, 9am - 3pm 
Doug Huddle• Limit: 15 

Observe mountain goats at a long distance 
during spring kid birthing and talk about their 
unique adaptations to the alpine environment 
and life history. 

Layered clothing, rain gear, sack lunch, 
binoculars, spotting scopes with tripods, and 
folding lawn chairs suggested. 

I • 

ARB-REA 
CONSULTANTS, LLC 

TREE AND WOODLAN.b PRESERVATION 

CONSULTrNG ARBORISTS 
WORKING WITH NEW LAKE WHATCOM O.RDINANCES 

SITE ANALYSIS AND MITIGATION PLANS 

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

TREE APPRAISALS 

TREE HAZARD AND RISK ASSESSMENT 

STATE OF THE ART TESTING EQUIPMENT 

DISEASE, DECAY AND DEFECT EVALUATION 

INSURED FOR ALL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROVIDED 

www.arbo reaconsu ltants .com 
arborea.consu lt@mac.com 

OFFICE 360.733.9799 

CELL 360 . 393.7283 

PAUL HANS 

THOMPSON 

PN-1838A 
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Underwater Neighborhoods: 
A Video Tour 
Astone's throw from shore is a world that 

very few get to see, yet it is a major part 
of our neighborhood. Join underwater vid
eographer John Williams for a breathtaking 
journey through our water wilderness and a 
discussion about how art, science, education, 
and recreation are involved in protecting and 
preserving the health of Puget Sound. 

John will be showing excerpts from SEA
Inside: Pacific Northwest-the Northwest's 
only TV series about what's below the surface, at 

photo: John Williams 

Recognize this neighbor? The Leopard Nudi
brach is one of Puget Sound's many creatures. 

the Whatcom County Council chambers on March 18 at 7 -9 pm. This program is open to the public. 
For more information on John Williams and his series, visit www.stillhopeproductions.com. 

Keeping Our Business Partners Informed 

The Business Partner Breakfast on January 21st was hosted by Pacific Survey & Engineering, 
with healthy food furnished by Haggen Food, and delicious beverages provided by Woods 

Coffee. Former board president Chris Moench and current president Rich Bowers expressed 
thanks to the businesses that have supported the Trust over time and discussed how the part
ners might engage and benefit from working with us. Eric Carabba provided an overview of 
the organization's current conservation focus and regional impacts on the landscape. A wide
ranging discussion about the variety of parks and preserves the Trust has worked on over the 
last 25 years made up the bulk of the forum. A number of businesses in attendance were directly 
involved in aspects of developing the parks and preserves, and making them enjoyable places 
for the general public to visit. Thanks to Lithtex and Boundary Bay Brewery & Bistro for 
providing door prizes, and special thanks to the good folks at Pacific Survey & Engineering for 
graciously sharing their office space at an early hour. 

The Conservation Business Partner program provides a number of ways, ranging from dona
tions to goods and services, in which your business might sustain Whatcom Land Trust's mission 
of preserving the nature of Whatcom County. If you would like to discuss how your company can 
join other civic-minded firms in supporting the goal of preserving the best of Whatcom places, 
contact Jerry DeBacker at the WLT office, 650-9470 or by email at jerry@whatcomlandtrust. 

Not Your Usual Thrift Store 
Buffalo Exchange's Tokens for Bags program has saved 6.8 million bags since 1994. Shoppers 

are encouraged to accept a token instead of a bag for purchases. Each token collected generates 
a donation from the Bellingham Buffalo Exchange, located at 1209 N. State Street, to WLT. 
Thanks folks! 
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The Schornbush Forest 
A Whatcom County Legacy 
On June 25th, Whatcom Land Trust 

purchased the 85-acre Schornbush 
Road Forest, located in the South Fork 
Valley east of Highway 9 adjacent to public 
land on the Van Zandt Dyke. With 340,000 
dollars donated by WLT supporters, we 
bought the property to help protect the 
natural heritage of Whatcom County. This 
is a rare 4-star conservation project. 

First, the land is covered by a forest 
diverse in species, age, and structure, as 
befits a mature, healthy Northwest forest. 
There are vine and big leaf maples, cot
tonwoods, alders, spruce, and Douglas fir. 
However, red cedar predominates with 
many over 5 feet in diameter. A verdant 
native understory carpets the ground 
beneath the canopy. According to Land 
Trust Conservation Director Eric Car
abba, " This forest is already in the shape 
we usually hope for in our properties after 
many years of stewardship." 

Second, the land provides a variety 
ofhabitats: forests and forested wetlands, 
hills, streams, and gullies. In the spring, 
the wetlands turn yellow with skunk cab
bage adorned in shiny green leaves, filling 
the air with a pungent, sweet odor. 

Third, as a result of the diverse for
est and habitat, the Schornbush Forest 
and surrounding lands abound in an 
incredible array of wild animals, reported 

photo: Eric Carabba 

Moss-covered trees and sword ferns provide excellent habitat for a variety of animals. 

with the help of local animal stewards 
Judy and Scott Davis. Black bear, cougar, 
coyote, bobcat, elk, deer, beaver, Doug
las squirrel, raccoon, possum, weasel, 
chipmunks, bushy tailed wood rats, bats, 
mink, porcupine, skunk, blue herons, 
band tailed pigeons, numerous species 
of woodpeckers, song birds and water 
fowl, many kinds of raptors and owls, 
and a wolverine. Yes, a wolverine, appar
ently visiting from eastern Washington. 
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On adjoining state land live many of the 
above and a peregrine falcon family and 
marbled murrelets. 

The fourth star is awarded for 
community involvement. All land trusts 
dream of an acquisition that precipitates 
conservation commitments by surround
ing neighbors. That dream has come true 
with the Schornbush Forest purchase. 
Neighbors have coalesced around this 
project; three have ... continuedonpagefour 



President's Message 
Dear Friend of the Whatcom Land Trust, 

In the past I have written about the importance of our 
many volunteers, supporters and partners in successfully 
pursuing the Trust's mission to preserve and protect wildlife 
habitat as well as scenic, agricultural, and open space lands in 
Whatcom County. While we could accomplish little without this 
important backing, the great work and achievements completed 
by our staff and volunteer board members is equally vital. The 
Land Trust has a long history of great staff and board members, 
and I am pleased to share with you some of the changes taking 
place this summer. 

Gordon Scott has been Whatcom Land Trust Conservation 
Director and Conservation Specialist for the last 11 years (and 
Board President before that), and Gordon is now doing special 
projects as an independent contractor for the Trust. We are 
extremely grateful for all he has done for the Land Trust for so 
many years and in so many capacities. We would not be what we 
are today without his expertise and devoted work. Gordon's past 
work with the Trust leaves a huge legacy of conservation, com
munity relations, and land preservation that includes Canyon 
Lake Community Forest, Race Horse Creek, Lily Point, Deming 
Eagle Park, Ladies of the Lake, Fenton, Point Whitehorn, and 
thousands of acres of salmon habitat on the Nooksack River 
and many more across the County. 

Laura Wallace, the Trust's first ever AmeriCorps volunteer, 
is completing her work as Volunteer Coordinator for the past 
year. Laura was very helpful in planning, recruiting and execut
ing our weekday, weekend, and in-house work parties. Laura 
also assisted with this year's Great Outdoors Auction. Laura's 
position was so successful that we have already applied for a sec
ond AmeriCorps volunteer. Our best wishes go with Laura; we 
expect she will be excellent in whatever career she chooses. 

We also want to extend our thanks and best wishes to 
Stephanie Johnson, our Whatcom Community College intern. 
Stephanie has assisted the office staff with clerical work and 
with the auction. 

And we want to welcome three new members to our Board 

of Directors: Jayme Curley, Alan Fritzberg, and Carl Prince. 
Jayme is a long-time committee and auction volunteer with the 
Trust; she brings a passion for the outdoors and "connected
ness" to the Whatcom community. Alan brings both scientific 
and nonprofit expertise to our board, with volunteer experience 
with the San Juan Preservation Trust and the SeaDoc Society. 
Alan is the land steward for the Whatcom Land Trust's Pratum 
and Hogan properties. Carl Prince is also a long-time volunteer 
with the Trust, including our auction committee. Carl brings 
outdoor recreation and nonprofit experience. 

Please join us in welcoming our new board members and 
wishing our staff the best in everything that they do. 

Sincerely, 

Rich Bowers, President 

2010 Jr. Stewards 
Program Underway! 

If you haven't yet picked up your Jr. Stewards booklet, 
there's still time. The free, self-paced, environmental education 
program for kids and their families continues through August 
27th. The program consists of a booklet with activities to do at 
3 specific Whatcom County locations. Then, there are activities 
for you to do at a location of your choice. At the end of the sum
mer, turn in the Reflect & Respond sheet to be entered into a 
drawing for cool prizes like a Carson Adventure Pak (includes 
binoculars, compass, flashlight, whistle, and thermometer), 
field guides, and the Grand Prize: a private-party hike with 
amphibian experts Peter and Maureen Ryan! 

To get your booklet, call (650-9470) or visit Whatcom 
Land Trust's office (near the downtown library) at llO Cen
tral Ave., Bellingham, WA, or download it off our web ite; 
www.whatcomlandtrust.org. 
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Tribute to Long-time WLT Board Member: Cindy Klein 
When I first got into Cindy Klein's 

car and noticed the Barbie doll and the 
shark on the dashboard, I knew it was 
going to be an interesting ride. As we 
carpooled off to my first Whatcom Land 
Trust board meeting, little did I know 
that I was in the company of one amaz
ingly talented birder and a creative force 
extraordinaire. 

Cindy's talents have been drawn 
on heartily at the Whatcom Land Trust 
over her 10 years as a board member. She 
is equally talented in creating delectable 
treats and leading amazing volunteer 
teams. As the chair of the Whatcom Land 
Trust Auction Committee, for 2010 and 
many years prior, Cindy cultivated an 
esprit de corps that has the place spar
kling by event start time. You would have 
to participate in the committee creative 
brainstorming sessions or show up at 
12:00 pm on auction day to witness the 
creative firestorm that unleashes on the 
hall each year to build dioramas bringing 

out the beauty of our donors' gifts and the 
best of our bidders. 

In addition to throwing one hell of a 
party, Cindy also works on quieter fronts 
in our community. Some weeks you might 
find her serving meals at the Maple Alley 
Inn or calling a Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife employee to see if 
something might be done about swan 
deaths via power lines in her neighbor
hood. If Cindy sees something that might 
need doing, she is likely to step up and 
do it or support and encourage others in 
the task. 

As chair of the Whatcom Land 
Trust Board of Directors, Cindy invited 
and helped 'many of our volunteers take 
a more active role in the Whatcom Land 
Trust. Her quiet and creative leadership 
assisted our board in contemplating new 
ideas and seizing important opportuni
ties. We appreciate the long-standing, 
generous financial contributions Cindy 
and her husband Bob Klein have provided 

Whatcom Land Trust • By the Numbers 
Land protected through the efforts or assistance of 

Whatcom Land Trust: 
Total Acres ............................................................ 10,660 

Miles of Riverfront .................................................... 22 .5 
Miles of Salt Water Shoreline ....................................... 7.5 
Public Parks Created ..................................................... 13 

The Mission of Whatcom Land Trust is to preserve and 
protect wildlife habitat, scenic, agricultural and open space lands 
in Whatcom County for future generations by securing interests 

in land and promoting land stewardship. 

HENDERSON BOOKS 

Cash Paid for Books 
Bellingham's Largest Used Book Store 

Used - Rare - Recent Titles 
35 Years Book Buying Experi ence Shows in Our 

Quality Stock and the Prices We Pay 

116 Grand Downtown Bellingham 
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the Whatcom Land Trust over the years. 
Their sustaining support has played a 
significant role in protecting 10,000 acres 
of special places across Whatcom County 
and maintaining a vital organization. 

With Cindy stepping down from the 
Whatcom Land Trust board, it seems she 
will have more time to help Bob in the 
garden growing and processing crops for 
rural food banks, to kayak, or bird watch 
in Whatcom County's forest, marshes, 
and beaches while keeping a keen eye 
out for the many species who migrate 
through our area. And if Cindy calls you 
to come see the baby owls in her barn 
in the spring, don't snooze on the offer, 
like I did. She is so tuned in (via remote 
camera) that she's ready for the one week 
peek she has into the nest before the tree 
foliage blocks the view. Now there's some 
creativity, patience, and planning. 

Mary Dumas 

Whatcom County, Inc. 
Each Offica lndependan!ly Ownad and Opcrctcd 

Julie Carpenter, A.s.R., G.R.1. 

''Buy or Sell with Julie, 
and 10% of her commission 
will be donated to WL T." 

Office: (360) 647-1313, Ext. 3040 
Toll Fr8i:i : (l!OO) 723-1313, Ext, 3040 

l:•M.ill ; juliec.irpenter@remlilX,net 
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Tales Frotn the Schornbush Forest by)udyDavis 

A Rare Encounter 
The dogs and I were meandering 

along our usual trail when all of them stiff
ened, turned their gaze to the hill above us 
and sprinted off in that direction. I could 
see glimpses of a dark brown animal rac
ing through the dense underbrush ahead of 
them. It was crying with a strange catlike 
sound as it ran. Suddenly there was a deep, 

throaty growl from above the hill; another as it turned and glanced in my direction. 
animal coming to the aid of the first. The It was a wolverine, dark brown with what 
dogs spun around and raced down the . appeared to be faded lines down its back. 
hill. The new and larger animal moved at It turned and headed back up the hill as I 
lightning speed in hot pursuit. The dogs caught a final glimpse of its bushy tail. To 
broke clear of the woods and entered an this day, our dogs avoid that hillside and 
open field where their pursuer stopped at no amount of coaxing has ever changed 
the edge at the tree line. I could see it clearly their minds! 

Schornbush Forest, continued Friends of a 
Different Kind 

committed to placing conservation ease
ments on their property and hopefully 
others will follow. In addition to a conserva
tion easement, Glen and Radha Speer have 
generously donated $100,000 to support the 
acquisition. Together with the Jack Family 
conservation easement donated in 1996, 
this will conserve 175 contiguous acres 
of exceptional forest and wildlife habitat. 
Whatcom Land Trust is deeply grateful to 
the Speers and other neighbors who share 
our commitments and have supported this 
special project. 

The Land Trust would like to pay spe
cial tribute to Bart and Kathie Clendenen, 
who cared for this land with gentle, loving 
hands for 32 years. Bart is a devoted mem
ber of the Whatcom County Farm Forestry 

Association, removing his Farm Forestry 
cap only when cold weather demanded 
warmer head gear. 

For years the Clendenens kept a giant 
black and white Percheron named Star. When 
neighbor children came to feed him apples 
or carrots or sometimes just grass growing 
beyond his reach, Star came thundering 
across the pasture. When Star thundered, 
the ground shook. 

The Land Trust was fortunate to be 
able to purchase the legacy of the Clendenens' 
stewardship of this beautiful and bounti
ful land. The neighbors will miss Bart and 
Kathie, and Star too. Now Whatcom Land 
Trust will carry on their land ethic at the end 
of Schorn bush Road. 

Two years ago our three dogs crossed 
paths with two coyote pups around five 
months old while strolling along a creek 
in the woods behind our house. Somehow, 
the dogs had surrounded the pups, who 
were whining and yipping in fear. We 
watched as our golden retriever stepped 
forward and nudged and then licked one of 
the pups who cowered under him. Within 
minutes the pups and dogs were mingling 
but then Mom showed up. She gave out a 
few short barks and the pups scurried up 
to her. Weeks followed and every now and 
then the pups would appear and briefly 
play with the dogs as long as we stayed well 
away from them. They have maintained this 
friendship since then, still playing together 
whenever they meet. 

Developing Butterfly Habitat 

photo: Rod Burton 

Dr. Robert Pyle (r) discusses plants needed 
for butterfly habitat with George Dalen 

Renowned lepidopterist Robert Michael Pyle visited two Whatcom Land Trust 
preserves this past spring to provide an assessment of current butterfly habitat 

and potential for enhancement projects. Dr. Pyle, author of The Butterflies of Cascadia, 
was in Bellingham to present the keynote address at the conference of the Northwest 
Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists. He joined a gathering of Whatcom Land 
Trust board and staff members along with selected naturalists to tour WLT's Leaf 
Light Farm and Ruth Kelsey Nature Sanctuary. The cool, late April weather prevented 
butterfly sightings, but Dr. Pyle noted the variety of existing habitat to support a myr
iad of native species. Particularly at Leaf Light Farm, where George Dalen maintains 
extensive gardens and natural area , the landscape provides a diverse environmenl 
for butterflies. Mr. Dalen, who donated Leaf Light Farm to the Land Trust in 2005 and 
still resides there under the terms of a life-estate, responded positively to Dr. Pyl ' 
request to allow colleagues from Western Washington University and their stude t 
to return to the farm to monitor butterfly presence in future years. 

as WLT board member Rebecca Reich and 
Land Steward Seeve Walker take notes. 

Summer 2010 - page 4 printed with vegetable-based inks on recycled paper 



California Creek Habitat Acquired 
Whatcom Land Trust has acquired 41 acres of forests and 

wetlands along California Creek near Custer for $170,000. 
Purchased with donations from supporters of the Land Trust, the 
acquisition protects fish and wildlife habitat along 1,800 feet of Cali
fornia Creek. The Creek, together with tributary streams, connects 
to a large wetland and provides fine habitat for Coho salmon, winter 
steelhead, and cutthroat trout. The property is also home to a vari
ety of song birds, waterfowl, small mammals, and a chorus of frogs. 
Beavers are active throughout the wetlands. 

California Creek is one of two primary freshwater streams flowing 
into Drayton Harbor. California Creek's water quality is essential to the 
ecological health ofDrayton Harbor. For example, sensitive eel grass in 
Drayton Harbor depends on the clean water of California Creek. Her
ring, an essential part of the Salmon food web, spawn in this eel grass. 
The cool, clear water flowing down California Creek is also essential to 
Drayton Harbor's historically important shell fish farming. Finally, the 
National Audubon Society has designated Drayton Harbor an Important 
Bird Area because of the tens of thousands of shorebirds and waterfowl 
that flock there every winter. 

photo: Eric Carabba 

California Creek meanders on its way to Drayton Harbor. 

Whatcom Land Trust will manage the young forests on the 
site to create a mature, structurally diverse wetland habitat. "We see 
this as a long-term restoration project, where we will nurture the 

land over time into a lowland, evergreen old growth forested 
wetland," said the Land Trust's Conservation Director, Eric 
Carabba. Salmon and multiple other species of wildlife will be 
the beneficiaries. 

Forests Vital to Lake Whatcom Watershed 
There is nothing like a mature mixed

forest canopy to absorb rainfall, also 
called "stormwater." When stormwater 
hits natural ground cover in the 45-acre 
Geneva Preserve, around 10 percent ends 
up as runoff that enters the Lake Whatcom 
reservoir. In contrast, in parts of the water
shed with impervious cover, more than 34 
of the stormwater can end up as runoff that 
needs to be treated. Stormwater is of con
cern because of the volume and timing and 
the potential contaminants that the runoff 
can carry to surface waters. After decades 
of monitoring, scientists have demonstrated 
that the Lake Whatcom Reservoir is an im
paired body of water due to Jack of dissolved 
oxygen. This condition is caused by nutrient 
loading, primarily from phosphorus. Addi
tionally, most ofLake Whatcom's tributar
ies are classified as impaired because they 
fail to meet Washington state water quality 
standards for fecal coliform bacteria. 

Protecting quality forestland in the 
Lake Whatcom watershed through land 
protection is the first and most basic step in 
a multi-barrier approach to ensuring clean 
water for fish, wildlife, and people. The 
Lake Whatcom reservoir is an important 
resource to the people of Whatcom County 
since it provides the clean drinking water 
to 95,000 residents. Of course, the water is 
treated, but it costs less to treat water that 
is less contaminated. 

In 2001 the City ofBellingham began 
a program to purchase available land in 
the Lake Whatcom watershed. The City's 
Property Acquisition program is fi nanced 
by water usage fees for the purpose of pro
tecting the drinking water source. Tn order 
to make the best use of available funds for 
property purchase, the City has employed 
a strategy of first obtaining large parcels 
with the most development potential. In 
addition, for efficiency and effectiveness, 

graphic courtesy o f wiki commons arid EPA 

the City considers properties that are ad
jacent to already protected lands or very 
sensitive areas. 

In order to ensure long-term protec
tion of these strategic investments, the City 
of Bellingham and Whatcom Land Trust 
are partners for the perpetual protection 
of these water quality preserves. Over the 
past decade, the City has acquired several 
properties forming preserves on more than 
1309 acres. 

The recently created Geneva Preserve 
Conservation Easement will fo rever protect 
45 acres of high-quality forestland next to 
ffiOre than 400 acres Of .,, COtll/nu ec/ Ofl page $6 Y6 fl 
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Great Outdoors Auction was Great Fun 
The 10th annual Great Outdoors Auc

tion was held May 8 at the Lakeway 
Inn Crystal Ballroom. Over 275 enthusias
tic supporters of the Land Trust gathered 
to bid against each other and enjoy a fun 
filled evening of good friends, fine food, 
and local brews. Guests had many choices 
to make among the decorated silent 
auction tables. Outdoor gear, weekend 
getaways, balloons bursting with gift 
certificates, art and crafts pieces, garden 
plants and products, local food baskets, 
and much more resulted in competitive 
bidding taking place throughout the 
hall. The tables of desserts, a cornucopia 
of chocolate concoctions, cheesecakes, 
tortes, and tarts caused many of the 
guests to stop, linger, and admire the 
handiwork of our local dessert artisans. 

Following a welcoming greeting by 
Board President Rich Bowers, Master of 
Ceremonies Chuck Robinson and Auc
tioneer Manca Valum got the live auc
tion underway with a spirited search for 
the winner of the Best of Live raffle. The 
lucky ticket holder, Maureen O'Brien, took 
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little time in select
ing the gorgeous 
hand-carved black 
walnut puffin. The 
choices in the live 
auction highlight
ed unique dining 

. . 
expenences, exqm-
site pieces of fine 
art and hand-built 
furniture. Keeping 
the great outdoor 
theme in mind, 
there w:ere several 
opportunities to 
get out and enjoy 

photo. John Richardson 

The winning table of this year's dessert auction celebrates 
getting first pick from the many amazing sweet creations 

our little slice of paradise. Popular bid 
items ranged from local hikes, climbing 
lessons, an evening with bats, to a bike 
and a kayak. Energetic and competitive 
bidding kept all the attendees in high 
spirits. The evening came to an end with 
the auctioning of a place to rest ones 
weary head-a green burial site donated 
by Moles Family Funeral Home. 

We are privileged to receive the sup
port of many local businesses that make 
the Great Outdoor Auction possible by 
their donations of goods and services. All 
items in the auction are donated. Please 
take a moment to thank those that sup
port the work of the Land Trust in this 
fashion. Special thanks are extended to 
our auction sponsors who underwrite the 
expense of the event: Pacific Surveying 
& Engineering, Whatcom Educational 
Credit Union, ConocoPhillips, Boundary 
Bay Brewing Company, Lithtex North
west, Village Books, Puget Sound Energy, 
and the Lakeway Inn. Additionally, we 
wish to recognize the assis tance we re
ceive from Whatcom Sound and Glader 
Lily Design. 

We are truly grateful for all of the 
volunteers who help make this fun event 
possible. The work of decorating the 
ballroom begins early in the morn ing, 

and it is simply remarkable to see the 
enthusiasm of the volunteers as they 
transform the hall into a bazaar of great 
deals, and exceptional opportunities. 
Special thanks needs to be expressed to 
those who toil away in the backroom plug
ging in the numbers, tracking the items, 
and keeping the business of the auction 
running smoothly. Additional volunteers 
help with setup, data entry, cleanup and 
all the countless little tasks that go into 
making the auction a success. 

This year's auction yielded over 
$85,000 in support ofland conservation 
in Whatcom County. The highlight of 
the auction is the opportunity to provide 
direct financial support to a project the 
Trust has underway; this year nearly 
$15,000 was raised during Restore An 

. Acre for the restoration of wetlands in our 
Samish River complex of reserves. 

The Great Outdoors Auction would 
not be the fun and profitable event it i 
without the work of the planning com
mittee. Former board president Cindy 
Klein chaired the committee and was ably 
assisted by auction coordinator Renea 
Rober ts, while Carol Rondello led the 
planning for the desse t auction. Com
mittee members included Barbara Brandt, 
Cynth ia Millar, Laurie Heck, Kerri Love, 
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Catharine O'Keefe, Gwen Parker, Joanne 
Taylerson, Carl Prince, Kathie Tupper, 
Nancy Hart, and Jean Calhoun. Planning 
begins early in the year, and the commit
tee worked extremely hard to secure items 
and adventures to be auctioned off. Board 
members Rod Burton, Margo Gillaspy, 
Bob Keller, and Rebecca Reich all served 
on the committee and devoted numer
ous hours to ensure that the event was a 
success. Staff members Connie Clement, 
Kelly Pederson, and Laura Wallace were 
instrumental in providing assistance 
to the committee in preparation for the 
event and handling the numerous issues 
that arise after the event. 

The greatest factor in the continued 
growth and success of the auction has 
been the work of Renea Roberts who has 
served as Auction Coordinator for the last 
six auctions. Renea has chosen to move 
on to other challenges but will continue 
to promote the mission of the Land Trust. 
We wish to extend our best wishes for 
Renea's continued success and express 
our deep gratitude for her incomparable 
work on behalf of the organization! 

BrewHaHa Coming 
Mark your calendar for the next edi

tion of BrewHaHa. This year the annual 
fall event will be in the garden at Bound
ary Bay on Saturday, October 2nd. Plan 
on laughs, music, good food, and a chance 
to enjoy a special beer brewed just for 
the occasion. Come out and support the 
stewardship of the 10,000 plus acres the 
Land Trust has preserved. If you wish to 
participate in planning or help the day of 

the event, please contact Jerry at 650-9470 
or jerry@whatcomlandtrust.org 

New Phone 
System Needed 

We are on the lookout for a donated 
phone system. Our old office phone sys
tem is becoming more and more difficult 
to work with. Failures with the system 
occur regularly and parts are both scarce 
and costly. If your business or employer 
has a phone system designed for small 
businesses that is not in use or is being re
placed and could be donated, please give 
us a call. We need a fairly simple system 
with a selection of phones, conference 
phone, voice mail, and standard four line 
capability. Please call us at 650-9470 ! 

Watershed, cont. 
already preserved land, and the site elimi
nates 37 potential development rights from 
this watershed. This site includes several 
properties that were acquired by the City 
ofBellingham between 2001 through 2003 
totaling a $1,055,000 investment. 

WLT now holds nine conservation 
easements and owns some 1450 acres in 
the Lake Whatcom watershed. 

You can help by donating, sell
ing, or placing a conservation easement 
on your watershed property. For more 
information please contact the City of 
Bellingham's Public Works Department 
at (360) 778-7900 or call Whatcom Land 
Trust at (360) 650-9470. 

Successful Spring Work Parties 
In the month of April, Whatcom Land Trust hosted two work parties, both cel

ebrating Earth Day 2010. The first was on Earth Day itself, April 22nd, when the Trust 
partnered with REI to remove English ivy at Chuckanut Ridge wetlands. Volunteers 
did a fantastic job, filling 30 garbage bags with the invasive plant. It took three pickup 
trucks piled high to haul the debris to the City ofBellingham's Clean Green Transfer 
Station. WLT provided tools & gloves. REI provided refreshments, REI "Get Dirty" 
t-shirts, and water bottles to those who rode bikes to the event. The second work party 
was on April 24th with The Explorers' Club, an experiential environmental education 
club based in Bellingham for school-aged boys and girls. Sixteen middle school girls 
planted native shrubs at Ruth Kelsey Nature Sanctuary, including beaked filberts, 
Indian plum, and red Osier dogwood. These hardworking, enthusiastic young women 
established over 100 plantings in a single morning. Great job, everyone! 

In June, two work parties were completed. The first, on the 12th, was held 
on North Fork Island adjacent to WLT's Bell Creek property. WLT partnered with 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association to bring the Japanese knotweed infesta
tion on the property under control. The Explorers' Club joined us once again, as did 
WLT volunteer Michael Deitering, for some knotweed stompin' fun! The sun came 
out just for us it seemed, making it a perfect day for a work party. 

Water Resources 
Consulting, LLC 

PETER WILLING 
PH.D., HYDROGEOLOGIST 

1903 Broadway 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 
pwilling@telcomplus.net 
(360) 734-1445 
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Mountain Goat Viewing Trip 
Date: Saturday, July 17, 8am - 2pm 

(Time may change to afternoon/evening if temperatures are running too high) 

Leader: Doug Huddle 
Limit: 15 

Observe mountain goats heading to high country on Barometer Mountain, Lasiocarpa Ridge, and Chowder 
Ridge. Tour will include strenuous, 1/2 mile hike each way. Contingent on weather, this hike offers chances to 
see mountain goats, golden eagles, pikas, nesting raptors, and neo-tropical birds. Call WLT to register. 

Gear to bring: Ten Essentials Day Pack suggested. Good hiking boots, layered clothing, rain gear, sack lunch, 
water, binoculars, spotting scopes, cameras with lenses, sunglasses, and bug repellent strongly encouraged. 

I'd Like to help Whatcom Land Trust. I want to: 

0 Become a member ($35 min.) 

0 Find out more 
0 
0 

Make a donation $ _______ _ 

Help with --------------------- -------

Na1ne ---------- ----------------------------------------------------------

Address --- ---------- ---------------------------------------- -------------

City/Zip_____________________________________ Phone -------------------------
e-ma i I ___________________________________________________________________ _ 

0 check enclosed Bill my: 0 VISA O MC # ____________________________ Expire : 

Your Signature - ----------- - -------------------------------------------------
Make payment to Whatcom Land Trust. Mail with form to: P.O. Box 6131 • Bellingham, WA • 98227 
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